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8 the preſent differs greatly from the preceding 

editions, it may be neceſſary to give ſome 
account of the alteration : and I hope the reader will 
indulge what may be called the Parental Fondneſs 
of an Author, while he briefly relates the hiſtory | 
of his work. E bn 


Max of the papers in the Firſt Edition of the Firſt 
Volume were written at College as voluntary exerciſes, 
for the ſake of improvement. They had all of them an 
undoubted right to the epithet of juvenile. - Some were 
compoſed before the Writer had left his ſchool, and 
moſt of them before he had taken his Bachelor's de- 
gree. When they had accumulated to à number 
ſufficient to make a volume, he debated- a moment, 
whether he ſhould commit them to the flames, or 
ſend them up as an adventure, without a name, to a 
London Publiſher. Perhaps it was vanity, perhaps. 
it was raſhneſs, and perhaps a laudable motive, which 
determined him to tranſmit them as a gratuitous 
preſent toa Publiſher, _They were ſent anonymouſly - 
from Oxford to London, were publiſhed anony- 
mouſly, nor did the Publiſher know either the Writer's 
name or-perſon during r months ſubſequent to 


FOB: FF: Arr: 
the publication, Praiſe was, however, beſtowed upon 
them from various and reſpectable quarters; and 
praiſe, operating like the warm ſunſhine on Ge ere 
gradually relaxed his reſolutions of concealment. It 
was not, however, without many fears and unaffected 
difidence, that he conſented to own a child of the 
brain which he had intended to expoſe and relinquiſh 
for ever, and that heat laſt prefixed! his name tg the 
Second Edition. He was tempted alſo to add a' Se- 
cend Volume; and is happy in the reflection, that he 
has yet had no cauſe to repent of his compliance 
with the natural allurements of applauſe, and the 
kind importunity of friends and. relations. The 
good intentions which the book evidently difplay- 
ed, tended to ſecure it from cenſure, and were 


perhaps the chief and beſt cauſes of its commend- 


ation. 
THE book has now been out of print, as the mer- 
cantile phraſe expreſles it, a conſiderable time. Its 
writer has been informed, that it has frequently, 
been demanded, and that many have been partial 
enough to. expreſs diſappointment at not being able 
to procure it, He was, however, unwilling to ac- 


celerate the edition, ſo as to exclude ſuch additions 


and improvements as he has been able to inſert, in 
the midſt of a conſtant ſucceffion of other cares and 
labours. His reſpect and gratitude fo his candid 
Readers, has induced him to take the opportunity of 
New Editions, to render whatever little preſents he 
has ventured to make them, leſs unworthy of ac- 
ceptance. | | 0 


4 


A LARGE number of new Papers is admitted in this 
Edition, and a few of the former excluded, to make 
room. As the arrangements of detached Papers is 
ſeldom of importance, it has been wholly<banged, 
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not indeed with the formality of a methodical plan, 
but fortuitouſly, and indeed juſt as the Papers hap- 
pened to be reviſed and prepared. * 


He who reſides at a diſtance from the metropolis / 


and the preſs, will uſually find it neceſſary to re- 
queſt the Reader to exerciſe his candour, as well as 
his ſagacity, in the correction of typographical Er- 
rata, Notwithſtanding great care has been taken, 


it is but too probable that many errors remain, both _ 


of this and of other kinds, which an attentive Reader 
will indeed obſerve, but a courteous Reader ex- 
cuſe. | | | | 


I the great variety of matter which theſe Vo- 
lumes contain, it is almoſt impoſſible but that ſome 
opinion ſhould be advanced, which many will be diſ- 
poſed to controvert. Men who are actuated by dif- 
ferent hopes and fears, and whoſe minds have been 
tinctured by different principles in religion or poli- 
tics, by different ſtudies, examples, and education, 
will * behold manners, books, and things, 
through ſuch deluſive media as repreſent the ſame 
object in every diverſity of colour. But though the 


book may not be exempt from erroneous or diſput- 


able aſſertions, the Writer diſmiſſes it with a full 
confidence, that the general tendency of it is to 
form honeſt men, to promote the love of truth and 
liberty, and to recommend whatever is uſeful and 


amiable. 6 
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M HOSE Sages" of antiquity; Who, from their - 
; improvements in knowledge and virtue, had the 
leaſt dubious claim to the appellation of- wiſe 
wen, were yet too modeſt to aſſume a name which had . 
the appearance of oſtentation, and rather choſe to be 
called Philoſophers, or Lovers of Wiſdom. From 
ſimilar motives, many of the Moderns, who have writ» 
ren with great ſkill on ſubjects of morality and ſcience, 
have entitled their productions, Eflays; a name, 
which, though it may now convey the idea of regular 
treatiſes and diſſertations, is ſynonymous with the word 
Attempts, and means no more than humble endeavours 
to inſtruct or to amuſe. A writer who, at a late 2 | 
purſuing the track of thoſe celebrated authors who pre- 
ceded him, boldly promiſes improvement on his pre- 
deceſſors, is received with that indignation which arro- 
gance, even When ſupported by ſome degree of merit, 
naturally excites; but he who profeſſes only an atte 
however unſucceſsful, has a claim to candour and in- 
dulgence. Failure has ceaſed to be ridieulous, where 
preſumptien has not made pretenſions, nor confidence 
anticipated ſucceſ s. U 
Many works therefore, diſtinguiſhed by this unaſ- 
ſuming title, have been well received, and have ob- 
Vor. 1. ene B nei 39 tained 
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tained a very exalted place in the ſcale-of literary ho- 
nours. None have become more popular in their own 
country, than thoſe periodical papers, which were pub- 
liſned by the Tatler, the Guardian, and the SpeRator, 
and which have been ſucceſſively imitated by later 
- writers, The taſte and morals of the nation have been 
more generally improved by theſe excellent, though 
ſhort and detached compoſitions, than by long, regu- 
lar, elaborate ſyſtems, They were addreſſed to the 
heart and imagination, and fitted for the haunts of men 
engaged in the employments of common life; while 
ſcientific treatiſes of ethics were calculated only for the 
exerciſe of ſcholaſtic diſputation ; and their influence on 
the condu of life, if they ever poſſeſſed any, was cir- 
cumſcribed within narrow limits. Addiſon, like So- 
crates, to whom he has often been compared, brought 
down knowledge from thoſe heights which were acceſ- 
ſible only to profeſſed ſcholars, and placed it within the 
reach of all, who, to natural and common ſenſe, added 
the advantage of a common education. He it was who 
ſtripped philoſophy of that map vr arb in which 
ſhe had, been diſguiſed by her miſtaken followers, and 
repreſented her attired by the Graces, like the Goddeſs 
of Beauty. 1 ROS 
The votaries of the ſeverer mules have, ſometimes 
ventured to deſpiſe this entertaining ſpecies of pro- 
ductions, as Wulle and ſuperficial, They have aſſerted 
that truth needs not embelliſhment, and that the orna- 
ments which ſhe borrows from imagination are no leſs 
unbecoming than unneceſſary. But the real utility of 
literary labours is to be eſtimated by the extent of their 
influence on the national manners and underſtanding. 
Truth, however, when delivered with that ſyſtematic 
preciſion which is approved in the ſchools of philo- 
ſophy, will not have charms enough to detain the com- 
mon reader who takes up a book for the amuſement of 
a leiſure hour, and who muſt be tempted to admit in- 
ſtruction, by the proſpect of receiving pleaſure. In 
every thouſand of thoſe who have been delighted with 
the papers of Addiſon, perhaps not more than one has 
ſeen the Principia of Newton. Praiſes adequate to the 
merits of ſo exalted a genius, as was his who W 
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the true ſyſtem of the univerſe, can ſ be be- 


ſtowed; nor is it detraction from his fame to „ that 
ſince his theories require a painful attention to compre· 


MORAL &. 2 


hend them, they will not generally be attended to, in 


a commercial- cou like — „ only the 
ſhort interval which the purſuit of gain, and the practice 
of mechanic arts affords, will — nat to letters by 
the more numerous claſſes. of the community, And 
indeed it muſt be confeſſed, that though the abſtruſer 
doctrines of philoſophy may be highly intereſting to the 
man of ſcience, and may ify him for a proſeſſor's 
chair, or a ſeat at the board of longitude, yet they ſeem 
not to have any tendency. to render him better in his 
civil and ſocial relations. I never could find that the 


Elements of Euclid taught any one to be a better father, 


huſband, ſon, or citizen, | Mathematical truth is in- 
deed a moſt beautiful object of contemplation ; but 
moral truth is better calculated to excite and reward the 
attention of the buſy world. eg. 8 

The great Bacon, who pointed out the path to thoſe 
ſublime heights in philoſophy, at which his followers 
have arrived, would never have brought his ſpeculations 
home to men's buſineſs and boſoms, to uſe his own ex- 
preſſions, if he had not written his Eſſays; a work, 
which, as it was of the moſt extenſive conſequence, and 
moſt eafily underſtood, was the moſt pou of all his 
productions in his own country. The remarks con- 


tained in it are ſuch as ſhew that he had an intimate 


knowledge of the human heart, and they have a ten- 
dency to direct mankind in the right conduct of life. 
They are the inſtitutes of a ſcience which all wiſt to 
learn; but how few, in compariſon, are intereſted in 
the Nom Orgamim ? Whether a man adopt the hypo- 
thetical or experimental philoſophy, is a matter of in- 
difference to his moral conduct; nor is a Cartefian ne- 
ceſſarily better or worſe: than the admirer of the more 
modern and more probable ſyſtem. An error in phyſics 
is ſeldom productive of conſequences injurious to one's 
neighbour or one's ſelf, : | 1 

Bacon diſcovered new tracts 


f | | of learning ; +he gave 
directions to purſue them; he baniſhed' hypothe 


ſis, and 


introduced experiment: 1 is deſervedly the glory of 
x 9 our 
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ESSAY 8, No. 1. 
our nation, as the reſtorer of true philoſophy; but yet, 
without detracting from his merits,” we may expreſs our 
regret that he did not beſtow more time and pains-on 
the grand ſeience of human nature. He appears, from 
the ſpecimens he has left us, to have bern better qua- 
lifed to advance it to ion than any modern. 
The example, however, of ſo profound a writer, 1s 
ſuſficient to vindicate from · the charge of futility, thoſe 
little compoſitions, which, without the formality of 


ſtudied treatiſes, aim at inſtructing the reader in the 
truths of ethics, of criticiſm, and in all the more 


agreeable ſubjects of philoſophy. 7p. 1 
In an age when books and a competent education are 
eaſily attainable, all ranks will be found to devote a 
con ſiderable portion of their unemployed time to ſome 
kind of reading. But what ſhall they read during the 
interval of half an hour, interrupted perhaps by the 


prattle of children, or the impertinence of viſitors, dr 


the calls of buſineſs? not,a long and tedious treatiſe, 
divided and ſubdivided, and requiring at [leaſt the un- 
ſuſpended attention of half a day, /fully to comprehend 
the whole. They ſeek relaxation, but in this they find 
a taſk; irkſome, becauſe it requires cloſe application; 
and unimproving, becauſe that application can only be 
deſultory. But hard indeed muſt be his lot, who, in 
the moſt active and moſt diſſipated ſcenes of life, can- 
not beſtow the ſmall ſpace of time required in the per- 
uſal of an Eſſay of a few pages. He who poſſeſſes ſuch 
books as the Religion of Nature Delineated, will not 
eaſily find better guides, but yet he will oftener be 
tempted to take the Spectator from his ſhelves... He 
who has never thought of reading the tedious, though 
inſtructive, conferences of Arrian, has perhaps conmut- 
ted to memory the Enchiridion of Epictetus. Even the 
form, the ſize, the weight of the volume, are circum- 
ſtances which deſerve to be attended to in a ſubordinate 
degree, ſince they may contribute to render its anflu- 


+ ence more diffuſive, Who could bear to carry à folio 


with him in his chariot, or recline on a ſopha with a 
heavy quarto in his hand? 
It muſt not, however, be ſuppoſed, that this kind of 
works is adapted only to the ſuperficial reader.- 3 
f e | ubje 
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ſubjekte of morality and learning} have been conciſely 
diſcuſſed in a-few' pages, with a depth, ſolidity, and 
originality of thought, rarely exceeded in any formal 


ur diſfertation-. The works of our Engliſh divines, the 
From E peſt moraliſts in the world, have ſometimes loſt” their 
N effect by their prolixity: for the mind of man, though 
* comprehenſive to à very great degree, is yet circum- 
tote foribed within certain bounde, and, like a full veſſel, 
* 7 ſuffers all that is ſuperfluous to run to waſte. But 
ne the periodical Eflay ſatisfies the ſubject, without fa- 


cum- 
1nate 
influ- 
folio 
Vith a 
nd of 


Many 
djects 


tiguing the attention, or oyerburthening the memory. 
The detached nature of theſe! writings enables the 
writer to vary his ſtyle without impropriety; to be 
grave or gay, humorous or ſevere; to lay down poſi- 
tive rules, or to teach by example; to ſpeak in his own. 
rſon, or to introduce an inſtructive tale. Every vo- 
me contains a variety of ſuhjects treated in various 
manners, and ſuited to the diſpoſitions of different 
readers, or of the ſame reader at different times. Thus 
is idleneſs rendered attentive, and the liſtleſs moments 
of leiſure are filled up with the advantages of ſtudy, 
unmixed with the toil of formal application. The 
ſaunteferiis deceived into employment, and the vicious, 
the diſſipated, the buſy, are, as it were, in ſpite of 
themſelves, engaged in literary and philoſophical con- 
templation ee aer er 
Thus extenſively, uſeſul and entertaining, no wonder 
Eſſays have been more univerſally read in the buſy 
walks of life than any other productions. The names 
and works of- Montaigne, of Bacon,” of: Temple, of 
Collier, of Addiſon, of Steele, and of their ſucceſsful 
followers, are held in a degree of eſteem, which neither 
the lapſe of time nor the caprice of faſhion has been able 
to annihliadt femme .net 
There is ſcarcely an individual, not only of thoſe 
who profeſs learning, but of thoſe who devote any of 
their time to reading, who has not peruſed the Spec- 
tators. Placed, however, in our hands in the earlieſt 
period of life, they have loſt, in the eyes of many 
readers, the chatm of novelty. To theſe perhaps new 
Attempts or Eſſays, ſimilar at leaſt in kind, may afford |, 
entertainment. Nor ſhould they be checked as pre- 
| 5 | B 3 fumptuous, 
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they have preſented us with much fine gold, yet the 


. originally few in number, an infinite variety of moral 


tified without conſequent miſery. 
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ſumptuous, fince, without the ſpirit of adventure, 

modern literature would become ſtationary or retro- 


rade. The fame of thoſe writers, however great, is 
t adequate to their merits; but though it is true that 


mine is ſtill rich, and will never be exhauſted. | 
From the various combination of human paſſions, 


appearances is found to ariſe. Political revolutions, 
rehgious reformations, the whims of faſhion, and the 
changes in literature, enable the moral writer, when 
he travels even in the beaten road of an Eſſayiſt, to diſ- 
cover proſpects hitherto unobſerved or not deſcribed. 
The metropolis of a great empire flouriſhing in arts 
and commerce, is, as it were, the hot- bed of manners, 
in which every plant ſhoots up with forced luxuriance. 
In a harveſt ſo plentiful, not only thoſe who firſt apply 
the ſickle are rewarded with abundance, but many a 
loaded ſheaf remains to be picked up by the careful 
gleaner. And happily for the morals and amuſement, 
as well as underſtandings of our nation, the labourers 
have not been few nor unſucceſsful. _ * h 
The preſent age has been called an age of li 
Iuxury; nor let it bluſt at the appellation. The p 
ſion letters is attended with the ſweeteſt ſatisfac- 
tions; and the indulgence of it tends to filence the im- 
portunity of other paſſions, which can ſeldom be gra- 
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HERE ſeems to be a peculiar propriety in ad- 
dreſſing moral precepts to the Marg generation. 
Beſides that, like travellers entering on a journey, they 
want direQion, there are circumſtances which render it 
| probable, 


* 
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probable, that inſtruction will be more efficacious in 
youth than at a maturer period, Long habits of buſi- 
neſs or pleaſure, and an indiſcriminate intercourſe with. 
mankind, often ſuperinduce a great degree of inſenſi- 
bility ; and the battered veteran. at laſt conſiders the 


ſophiſt, and the declamation of a ſchool-boy. The 
keen edge of moral perception is blunted by long and 
reiterated colliſion. To him who has loſt the finer ſen- 
ſibilities, it is no leſs fruitleſs to addreſs a moral diſ- 
courſe, than to repreſeat to the deaf, the. charms . of 
melody, or to the blind, the beauties of a picture. 


leſs education has been totally negleQed, or erroneouſly. 
purſued, its habits are uſually virtuous... Furniſhed, 
with a natural ſuſceptibility, and free from any ac- 
quired impediment, the mind is then in the, moſt.fa- 
vourable ſtate for the admiſſion of inſtruction, and for 
learning how to livre. | 5 
Y will then ſuppoſe a young man preſent who hag. 
paſſed. through. the forms, of a liberal education at 
ſchool, and who is juſt entering on the ſtage of life, to 


Gels him with all the affeftion and ſincerity of a parent, 
OE IEEE 16% 
„% You, haye violent ng ated in you by 
< Nature far the accompliſhment of her purpoſes, 
“ But do not conclude, as, many. have done to their 
“ ruin, that becauſe they are violent, they are irre- 
b ſiſtible. The ſame Nature which gave you paſſions, 
„ gave you reaſon and a love of order, Religion, 
added to the light of Nature and the experience of 


«© mankind, has concurred in eftabliſhing it as an un- 


— 
THE « queſtionable. truth, that the 2 or intemperate 
„ indulgence of the paſſions is always attended with 


pain in ſome mode or other, which greatly exceeds. 


* its pleaſure. | | 
% Your paſſions will be eafily reſtrained from enor- 
ad- „ mous excels, if you really wiſh and honeſtly endea- 
ion. % vour to reſtrain them. But the greater part of young 
they men ſtudy to inflame their fury, and give them a 
er it degree of force which — ane in a tate of na- 
| B 4 4 ture. 


admonitions of the moraliſt as the vain babbling of a 


But youth. p nn e in e 3. and no-. 


act his part according to his own judgment. I will ad- 


— 
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„ ture. They run into temptation, and defire not to 
«© be delivered from evil. They knowingly and wil- 
„ lingly ſacrifice to momentary, gratifications, the com- 
fort of all which ſhould ſweeten the remainder of life. 
. «© Begin then with moſt fincerely wiſhing to conquer 
*« theſe ſubtle and powerful enemies which you c 
e jn your boſom. Pray for divine aſſiſtance. Avoid 
«© ſolitude the firſt moment a looſe thovght inſinuates 
. «+ irſelf, and haſten to the company of thoſe whom you 
< reſpet. Never converſe on ſubjects which lead to 
«© impure ideas. Have courage to decline reading 
% 1mmoral books, even when they fall into your hands. 
ff you form a ſtrong attachment to a virtuous woman, 
dare to marry early. It is better to be poor than 
*« wicked, Cheriſh the object of your early love. Be 
<. induſtrious, and truſt in Providence. $4 wal 
„Thus fhall you avoid the perpetual torments of 
« unruly affection, the moſt loathſome of diſeaſes, and 
«« the thouſand penalties of ſelfifh *celibacy. © Thus 
«© ſhall you pleaſe God and your own heart, if it is a 
good one; and diſpleaſe none but an ill-judging and 
„ wicked world, and perhaps a few of your covetous 
relations. | 1 Ae ' 
But really you have not ſo much to fear from the 
« violence of the concupiſcible affections, when unaſ-' 
e ſiſted by voluntary compliance, as © from vanity, 
«« The perverſe ambition of arriving at the character of 
« a man of ſpirit by vicious audacity, has of late uni- 
« yerſally prevailed, and has ruined the greater part 
«« of the Britiſh youth. I have known many young 
% men proud of the impureſt of diſtempers, and boaſt. 
«« ing of misfortunes which are attended with the 
«« preateſt pain and miſery, and ought to be accom- 
« panied with ſhame. Far more have taken pains to 
„ ſhine, amidſt the little circle of their vicious ac- 
„ quaintance, in the character of gay libertines, than 
to acquire, by uſeful qualities, the eſteem of the 
* good. From vanity, are health and peace facrificed, 
* fortunes laviſhed without credit or enjoyment, every 
relative and perſonal m_ neglected, and religion 
« boldly ſet at defiance. To be admitted into the 
company of thoſe who diſgrace the family title _ 
"7 4 K 46 
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they inherit thouſands plungs into debauchery. with- 
neſs 


out paſſion, into drunkenneſs without convivial en- 
joyment, into gaming without the means or incli- 
nation for play. Old age rapidly advances. When 
vanity at length. retreats. from infult and from-mor- 
tification, ; avarice ſucceeds; and meanneſs, and diſ- 
eaſe, and diſgrace,. and poverty, and diſcontent, 
and deſpair, / diffuſe clouds and darkneſs over the 
evening of liſe. Such is the lot of thoſe who glory 
in-their ſhame, and are aſhamed of their glory: 11 

refore, to 


give up all pretenſions to thoſe titles of a fine fellow, - 
a rake, or whatever vulgar name the temporary cant 
of the vicious beſtows on the diſtinguiſhed libertine. 
Preſerve your principles, and be ſteady in your con- 
duct. And though your exemplary behaviour may 
bring upon you the inſulting and ironical appellation 
of a Saint, a Puritan, or even a Methodiſt, gere were. 
It will, be your turn in a ſew years, not indeed to- 
inſult, but to pity. Have ſpirit. Shew your ſpirit. 
But let it be that. ſpirit which urges you to proceed 

ainſt all 2 in the = in which you were 
placed by the faithful guide of your infancy and 
early youth. Diſplay a noble be tl in, daring to- 
diſregard the ſpiteful and artful reproackes of the 
vain, who. labour to make you a convent to folly, in 
order to keep them in countenance.” They will 


laugh. at firſt, but eſteem, you in their. hearts, every 


while they laugh, and, in the end, revere your 
virtue. S e IT v bens 
Let that generous courage which conſcious recti- 
tude inſpires, enable you to deſpiſe; and negle& the 
aſſaults of ridicule. When all other modes of at- 
tack have failed, ridicule has ſucceeded. © The bul- 
wark of virtue, which has ſtood firmly. againſt the 
weapons of argument, has tottered on ita baſis, or 
fallen to the ground, at the ſſighteſt touch of magic 


ridicule. In the college, in the army, in the world 


at large, it is the powerful engine which is uſed to 
level an exalted. character. Vou will infallibly he 
attacked with it, if you are in any reſpects fingulaz ; 

5 8 B 5 - «and 
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and ſingular in many reſpects you muſt be, if you are 


eminently virtuous. 


« Love truth, and dare to ſpeak it at all events. 


The man of the world will tell you, you muſt dif. 
ſemble ; and ſo you muſt, if your objects and pur- 
ſaits are as mean and as lat as his. But your 
purpoſes are generous; and your means of obtaining 
them are therefore undiſguiſed. You mean well. 
Avow your meaning, if honour requires the avowal, 


and fear nothing. You will indeed do right to wiſh 


to pleaſe ; but you will only wiſh to pleaſe the worthy ; 
and none but worthy actions will effect that purpoſe. 
With reſpe& to that art of pleafing which requires the 


facrifice of your fincerity, deſpiſe it as the baſe qua- 


lity of flatterers, 1— —— eats, and ſcoundrels, 
An habitual har, befides that he will be known and 
marked with infamy, muſt poſſeſs a poor and puſil- 
lanimous heart ; for lying originates in cowardice, 
It originates alſo in fraud; and a liar, whatever may 
be his ſtation, would certainly, if he were ſure of 
ſecrecy, be a thief, Sorry am I to ſay, that this 
habit is very frequent in the world ; even among 
thoſe who make a figure in the realms of diſſipation ; 
among thoſe, whoſe honour would compel them to 
ſtab you to the heart, if you were to tell them plainly 
5 mortifying a truth, that you convitt them of a 
le. | | " 0A . 
* With all your good qualities, unite the humility 
of a Chriſtian, * Be cautious of over- 


valuing yourſelf. Make allowances for the vices and 
errors which you will daily fee, Remember that all 


have not had the benefit of moral inſtruction; that a 

eat part of mankind are in effect orphans turned 
Poſe into the wide world, withont one faithful friend 
to give them advice; left to find their own way in 2 
dafl and rugged wilderneſs, with ſnares, and quick- 
fands, and chaſms, around them. Be candid there- 
fore, and, among all the improvements of education 
and refinements of manners, let the beautiful Chril- 
tian graces of Meeknefs and Benevolence ſhine mol 
conſpicuous, Wherever you can, relieve diftrels, 
158 ; ; % prevent! 
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«« prevent miſchief, and do good ; but be neither oſten- 


6 3 22 1 

ge cheerful, an ally enjoy the good which 
« Providence has beſtowed u — you. But be mode- 
« rate. Moderation is the law of enjoyment, All 
„beyond is nominal pleaſure and real pain. ; 
I will not multiply my precepts. Chuſe goo 
„ books, and follow their ds. Adopt religious, 
« virtuous, manly principles. Fix them deeply in your 
„% boſom, and let them go with you unlooſened and 
„% unaltered to the grave. | 

« If you follow ſuch advice as, from the pure motive-- 

% of ſerving you moſt eflentially, I have given you, I 
„will not indeed , promiſe that you ſhall not be unfor- 


e qua- 

drels, *« tunate, according to the common idea of the word; 

n and „% but I will confidently aſſure you, that you ſhall not 

puſil- « be unhappy. 1 will not promiſe you worldly ſuc- 
rdice, « ceſs, but I will engage that you ſhall deſerve it, and 

r may % ſhall know how-to bear the want of it.“ 8 * 

ure of 
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: of a FEW men of wit, who, in a long. intercourſe” 

. 0 with the faſhionable world, had probably for- 
mility gotten that little knowledge of the ancient languages 

F over- and authors which they had acquired at ſchool, have 

es and endeavoured to bring into diſcredit the prevailing mode 

hat all of education, which devotes ſo much time to the ſtudy 

that a of Grecian and Roman literature. Poſſeſſed of natural: 
turned parts, they have, perhaps, beſides, enjoyed all thoſe 
friend advantages of company and extenſive commerce 

y in 1 with the living world, which both excite, and give oc- 
quick - caſton to diſplay, great abilities. They became, there- 
there- fore, diſtingui characters in their time, though 
cation their ſolid attainments were few, and greatly defective. 
Chriſ But, whatever figure they made, they would have ſhone 
e mol with fill greater luſtre, if they had retaified a tincture 
ire, of that elegance and liberality. of ſentiment which the 

reventl| mind acquires by a ſtudy - = claſſies, and which con- 


tributes 
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to ſupply the place of Herodotus, 'Thucydides, 2 


ploded by many, as the ſeats of illiberal 
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tributes more to form the true Gentleman, than the 
ſubſtituted ornaments of modern affectatin. 
The example of theſe illuſtrĩious, but ſuperficial per- 
fonages, has induced every prater, who has been 
taught to liſp broken French, and dance a minuet, to 
laugh at the lubberly boy, as he calls him, 'who'ſpends 
a dozen years at ſchool}; in learning Greek and Latin. 
He unfairly repreſents this time, as ſpent ſolely in ac- 
quiring the languages; ignorant that a taſte is often 
formed in it for thoſe authors, which may furniſi tlie 
pureſt, and the moſt elegant pleafures during the re. 


- mainder of life. 


The pert vivacity of aſſured ignorance has often per- 
ſuaded the fond mother to diſcard the tutor for the 
dancing-maſter ; to be more ſolicitous that the hopes of 
the family, the heir, perhaps, to a title, an eſtate, and 


even a ſhare of legiſlation, ſhould be taught to hold 
up his head, than be furniſhed with thoſe ideas and 


principles, which would render him truly happy in him- 
ſelf, and an honour and advantage to his friends and to 


his country. 


Even among thoſe who are fully ſenſible of the ne- 


eeſſity of improving the beauties of the mind, as well as 


the graces of the perſon, there prevail; a predilection 
for modern languages and modern literature to the ex- 
cluſion of the ancient. In the idea of theſe; a ſufficient 
ſtock of hiſtorical knowledge is to be gained: by an at: 
tention to the events of the two or three laſt centuries; 
and a ſufficient acquaintance with philoſophy and polite 
learning, from a peruſal of the writers of France and 
Italy. Collections of letters and ſtate - papers, and the 
epigrammatic narratives of the Hiſtorian of Ferney, are 


Arioſto, Taſſo, and Boileau, are to be read in prefe- 
rence to Homer, Virgil, and Horace; and the works 
of Voltaire _ ow be TI — — mow w_ 
the poetry, all the philoſophy, an e hiſt at 
has ever been line. In — of theſe miſ- 
taken notions, our great grammar-ſchools, which have 

roduced ſo many ornaments of human nature, are ex- 
of antiquated learning, {ILL BIEN I 
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In anſwer to the charge, - thailliberal manners are. 
the diſgraceful characteriſtic of boys educated in gramm! 
mar- ſchools, I muſt confeſs I am pleaſed with the na- 
tural ſimplicity of that age of ſprightlineſs and inexpe- 
rience; nor do I know a fight more truly ridiculous; 
than that of a boy of fourteen affecting the Graces, and 
behaving among his ſuperiors in age and attainments, 
with all the diſguſting eaſe of ſelf-ſufficiency. - The 
ſame natural —. ys. which: makes the boy act in 
character, will teach the man a manly behaviour. And 
I believe every judicions perſon had rather fee his ſon, 
while very-youngs partaking in the noiſy mirth- of his 

ſchool-fellows, than bowing and grinning in the inſipid 
circle of a card party- ; N. (ite 
With reſpe&' to the other charge, that a learned 
education is a little out of faſhion in ſome polite circles, 
we confeſs and lament that it is true. But though we 
allow faſhion to dictate without controul the exact di- 
menſions of a buckle or a head - dreſs; yet a regard for 
the honour and happineſs: of human nature induces us 
to diſpute her ſovereign authority in thoſe things on 
which depend the manners and ſentiments of a rifing 
generatien.. . Nusa id be ert tt Li; . 
If, however, it is granted, that the true gentleman 
that is, the man of enlarged notions and poliſhed taſte, 
cannot, by any method of education, be ſo well formed, 
as by the claſſical; yet it by no means follows, that 
thoſe whoſe happineſs muſt, in- a great meaſure, depend 
on leſs comprehenfive views of men and things, ſhould 
be inſtructed in the ſame mode. The time that is 
uſually ſpent in Lilly's Grammar, and in acquiring 
juſt ſo much knowledge of the Latin language as may 
inſpire a young man wich vanity, but which. cannot 
enable him to enter into the ſpitit of an author, is cer- 
tainly ill beſtowed. He who in deſgned for à vulgar 
* of — Sexy 1 be m_— Wingate's 
rithmetic | 2 uies, and learning the 
Rule of Three than the Syntaz. wi notches ie 
The miſtakes of well-meaning ignorance; are to be 
pitied and excuſed. But how ſhall we-apologize for 
thoſe who move in a higher ſphere, and/who cannot but 
know, that the greateſt men our » 
: W 


6 


= a -- = 
— — 


— AW — — 
- -— — o - — 
— — i 


: 


| | 10 
8 8. s No. 3. 
whether greatneſs is eſtimated by power, wealth, title, 


knowledge, or virtue, have laid the foundation of their 
eminence in our grammar-ſchools, where.little elſe was 


taught but claſſical learning? how ſhall we apologize 


for theſe, when they ſlight a mode of education which 
the experience of ages has to be efficacious, and 
adopt a new one, which, from its ſuperficial nature, 
cannot form the man of dignity, or of juſt taſte ? Would 
a More, for inſtance, a Sidney, a Raleigh, a Milton, 
a Temple, and many others, have attained to that per- 
fection of character, at which they aſpired and arrived, 
if they had been educated in the fuperficial modes? 
Some leading authors ſeem to have wiſhed that all 


our literary inquiries ſhould be limited to that period 


which they are pleaſed to diſtinguiſh by calling it the 
age of Lewis XIV. It is indeed a ſhining interyal in 
the revolutions of time; but moſt of the great charac- 
ters that appeared in it, were formed on the models of 
a better age, the age of Auguſtus, or of Pericles. And 
I know not, whether the glorious reign. of our 'own 
Elizabeth might not exhibit examples of probity and 
learning, valour and patriotiſm, fitter fof the imitation 
of an Engliſhman, than thoſe of any epoch in the an- 
nals of our rival nation. ATM 13 64 Goth 
While, however, we reprobate the idea of conſinin 

attention to the writings and tranſactions of the 

three hundred years, it muſt be confeſſed that this pe- 
riod deſerves regard. The inventions of the compals, 
of printing, of gunpowder, and a conſequent ſpirit of 
enterprize, have rendered modern times peculiarly in- 
tereſting. During this period, the French nation, to 
uſe their own idea, have been remarkably awakened ;;: 


nor will any man of letters, with juſt pretenſions to 


taſte, reſt ſatisfied, without reading the works of Fene- 


lon, of Boileau, and of many others who have written 
in the true fpirit of the ancients. He will, after all, 
acknowledge, that they are but imitations of thoſe oxi - 


ginals, which are no leſs open to us than they were to 


them; and will confeſs it to be a want of ſpirit, to 


drink at the diftant ſtream, when we have acceſs to the 
fountain. If we can be contented with Imitations, we 
have excellent ones in the works of Pope and a | 
| | 4 ut 
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But what ſculptor would be fatisfied with examining 
the plaſter buſt, who was at liberty to walk in the Flo- 
rentine gallery??? | ide 
There is certainly ſomething in the character of an 
Engliſhman analogous to the diſpoſition of an old Ro- 
man. He has a natural generoſity, and love of inde- 
pendence. He has alſo a gravity of temper, better 
adapted to mental and moral improvement, than a 
other; becauſe more capable of fixed attention. French 
vivacity is foreign to his nature; faſhion, indeed, 
makes him. ſometimes. adopt it, but it fits awkwardly 
on him, leſſens his inward conſciouſneſs of dignity, and 
lowers him no leſs in the eſtimation of others. The 
ideas of a Roman are congenial to him. His mind, 
when cultivated by-a elaſſical education, ſhoots up to 
maturity with the rigerr of an indigenous plant, but 
thrives ſlowly, hke the exotic, when nurtured on! by 
the ſlender ſupplies of foreign and ſuperficial inſtruction. 
The poliſh of external grace may indeed be deferred 
till the approach of manhood. Whea' ſolidity is ob- 
tained by purſuing the modes preſcribed by our ſore- 
fathers, then may the file be ufed. The firm ſubſtance 
will bear attrition, and the luſtre then acquired will be 
durable. A ſenſible father, who is not himſelf a con- 
vert to the effeminacy of the times, had rather ſee a fon 
forming himſelf as a ſcholar and a man; on the ex- 
ample of an old Roman or Athenian, than imitating, 
in his writings and actions, the -undignified vivacity of 
nations which have been taught by their philoſophy 
to degrade human. nature. e, Fs „ 1 
Surely, no one will deny that the two principal ob- 
jects in a well- conducted education, are to cultivate a 
good heart, and to give the underſtanding ſuch addi- 
tional ſtrength and information as may ſaſe iy direct the 
heart in the various events of life, and teach the poſſeſ- 
ſor of it to act up to the comparative dignity of human 
nature. But attainments merely ornamental have little 
tendency to accompliſh either of theſe purpoſes. On 
the contrary, as they add a luſtre without ſolidity, 
they induce idleneſs to content itſelf with the appear- 
ances of merit, which are eaſily aſſumed, and to negle& 
the reality, as attainable only by a painful and unoſten- 
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tations application. 1 They inſpire confidence- without 
worth to ſupport it; they give an air of inſolent ſupe+ 


riority which often defeats even the purpoſe of pleaſing ; 


and” however they ,may.cauſe admiration in the difli- 


pated and ſuperficial, they are little eſteemed by thoſe 


whoſe applauſe is valuable, men of approved virtue and 
diſpaſſionate reflection. fe are then only uſeful and 
truly graceful when. they tend. to render good charaQters 
more conſpicuouſly amiable. 
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HE infirmity of human nature is a topic on 
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L which the profligate love to enlarge. They are 
apt to deduce an argument from it no leſs injurious than 
fallacious. They infer from the conceſſion that man is 
natufally weak and corrupt, that the precepts of ſtrict 


morality are utterly uſeleſs, and originate in one of 


the main proofs of human imbecility, an ill- grounded 

ride. | 1 1 197 11 | {£3 x59 
a Man is indeed a weak creature; but be is alſo an 
improveable creature. He has ſtrong paſſions 3 but he 


has alſo ſtrong powers within him to countexact their 


operation. He poſſeſſes reaſon ; and his happineſs cer- 
tainly depends upon the voluntary uſe or abuſe, the 
neglect or the exertion, of this faculty. __ » 

t ſeems probable, that they who urge the, ineflicacy 


of philoſophical and moral precepts, are only, endea- 


vouring to excuſe their own indolence. They who feel 
themſelves little inclined to correct their miſconduct, 
are very ſolicitous to perſuade themſelves that they are 
unable. ;3 4-v:t Lita ** 5 5 
Indeed, wherever human creatures are found, there 
alſo are to be found vice and miſery. Nor is this ap- 
pearance only among the rude and the illiterate, but 
among thoſe who are adorned with all the arts of human 


knowledge. Obſervation affords many examples. of 


thoſe, 


| 
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thoſe, who, after we recommended virtue in the 
moſt forcible manner wit 
rity, have at laſt fallen into the diſgrace and wretched- 
neſs of ſingular profligacy; Contrary to their conviction, 
their intereſt, their character, to all that ſeemed eſti- 
wable in their own eyes, they have deſcended from the 
towering heights of virtue into the abyſſes of vice. | 
Such inſtances do indeed often occur, and they are 
uſually blazoned and exaggerated by triumphant delin- 
quency. In many cafes of degeneracy, it is probable 
that the appearances of virtue were inſincere. Zut al- 
lowing, what indeed the uniform deciſions of obſerva- 
tion, reaſon, and religion, clearly declare, that human 
pature is weak in the extreme; yet I would draw a dif- 
ferent concluſion from that which is deduced by the 


Li - 


patrons of libertiniſm. IAR. 82 9 


argue, let every effort be made to acquire ftrengeh. It 
cannot be faid that the endeavour muſt of neceſſity be 
abortive j — en be ſaid that we have not natural 
incitements ient to encourage a vigorous attempt. 
We have nice ſenſibilities of _ rectitude, we hg 
a natural love of excellence,. we have intelleQual 
powers capable of infinite improvement, we have pre- 
cepts innumerable, and; to the honour of human na- 
— — it be added, chat examples alſo greatly 
abound; 0129119905 d ben 1 14 8 
Many individuals, who inrolled themſelves: am 

the ſeverer ſects of ancient philoſophy, have exhibire 
moſt 1 of the ſtrength of human nature. 
It is not to 

CACY more in number, or more in their kind, than 
Jea- the preſent race. But they loved excellence, and they 
feel believed that they were capable of it. That belief 
uct, operated moſt favourably on their exertion. They ſuc- 
are ceeded in their attempts, and ſtand forth among man- 


kind like coloſlal ſtatues amid a collection of images 


here leſs than the life. 81 


ap- hope therefore it will be rendering an effectual ſer- 
but vice to mankind, if I can revive this belief among the 


man gay and the diſſipated. Philoſophers have already re- 
ceived it; but philofophers are to the reft of —— 
| What 
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all the appearance of ſince- 


The nature of man is extreinely-infirm ; therefore 1 


ſuppoſed that they poſſeſſed faculties 
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divulge opinions which tend to degrade and vilify hu- 


- ſociety would aſſume a fairer appearance. Much mi- 


A 


of that folly. 


to what perfection does the hand of man attain ? When 


neſtn 
work of a ereature in all reſpects like himſelf, except 


ſo highly in the manual arts, in ſcience, and- in the 
productions of taſte, and be unable to arrive at 1 
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what a drop of water js to an ocean. The pretended 
philoſophers are numerous indeed; but they commonly 


man nature. Popularity ſeems to be more their objeR 
than the ſublime ſatisfaction of diſcovering and com- 
municating uſeful truth. But were the generality of 
mankind convinced that they are capable of arriving at 
high degrees of excellence, and conſequently led to 
aſpire at it, moral evil would certainly decreaſe, and 


ſery and much evil of all kinds will always be in it, 
during this ſublunary ſtate; but that ſhare of it which 
is obſtinately and preſumptuouſly occaſioned by our 
own folly, may certainly be removed by the correction 


— 


What is done in the works of art may be effected in 
morals. Were a muſical inſtrument to be placed in the 
hande of a peaſant who had never heard or ſeen one, 
and were he told that he might, if he were to attend to 
it, call forth ſounds from it which would delight every 
hearer, he would not be induced by any —— to 
believe the poſſibility of it. Vet let him regularly learn 
and practiſe a due time, and he will arrive at a degreg 
of Kill, which, though far from perſection, will aps 
pear miraculous on compariſon with. his original its 
ability. So in life, if you inform your diſciple: that he 
is able to reach a great degree of excellence, and 
him to the attempt, ha will inſallibly make: great ad- 
vances, and improve to his own aſtoniſtiment. Bat in- 
dulge his natural indolenee, timidity, or deſpair, by 
expatiating on the irremediable weakneſs of human na- 
ture, and you effectually preelude even his endeavoum, 
and add to his natural imbecility. | | 

In the works of art, in ſculpture, and in paintings 
in the ſubordinate operations of mechanical ingenuity, 


a Gags ſees a watch, he adores it as a God. No ear» 
eſs of affertion would convince him that it was the 


in acquired dexterity. - And can man improve himſelſ 
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Half the attention and the conſtancy which is diſplayed 
in acquiring ſkill in an occupation by which money is 
to be gained, if beſtowed on the melioration of the 
morals, would uſually produce a moſt laudable cha- 
racer. 
The ſtate of things is ſo conſtituted, that labour, 
well beſtowed and properly directed, always produces a 
valuable effect. Away then with the philoſophy which 
increaſes the weakneſs of our nature, by repreſenting it 
as inſuperable. Our perſonal excellence and happineſs, - 
our friends and our country, are greatly intereſted in 
exploding the puſillanimous philoſophy. We ſhall in- 
deed often fall; but let us riſe again undejected. Our 
failings will be great, but great alſo may be our vir- 
tues. At leaſt, — to an old and juſt —_— 
tion, by aiming at abſolute perſettion, we ap- 
—— r 
through deſpair. 07 » 
philoſophers and their diſciples, while 


The modern p 
they aſſert the inefficacy of philoſophy, of moral pre- 
cepts, of religious influence, are inclined to maintain, 
that the effect which theſe only pretend to produce, may 


— "= — — — — deeds 
are the ons w commit 
at — child of —9— — 4 , would 
ſhudder ; who is guilty of the meaneſt, cruelleſt ſeduc- 
tion; who wears a ſword: ready to plunge it into the 
heart of his deareſt friend for a trifling provocation; 
who is ready to glory in breaking the peace of conjugal 
life, and ruining a family for the gratification of luſt or 
vanity? Unerring experience replies, Men of Honour ; 
all, all honourable men. re n 
From ſuch deluſion let the untainted mind of youth 
haſten to eſcape. To religion and morality let it fly 
for ſolid comfort, and for thoſe aſſiſtances which can 
alone repair the ruins made in the glorious fabric of 
human nature by the fall of Adam. With our utmoſt 
endeavours, both reaſqn-and divinity inform us we ſhall 
be at laſt greatly defeRtive. | Whither then ſhall ay 
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ſolid improvement in the fineſt art and the nobleſt 
ſcience, the art and the ſcience of conductin . 43; 


be produced by modern honenr. I would only, in reply oy 
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for ſuccour ? whiter ſhall we turn to find" that which 

all ſupport our weakneſs, and ſupply our defects! 

_ Philoſophy is often vain, but religion ever. To the 

Deity we muͤſt have recourſe, who! will certainly 

pe then us by his grace, and pardon our zuvolun- 
ny Tellers, of his infinite mercy. e 
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No. V. on THE renn or APPEARING: 
| SINGULAR, | 


At. 


E W among . are able, od perhaps fewer 
Fr are willing, to take the trouble of preſerving with 
conſiſtency; a Tse fe of principles purely of their own 
ſelection. Th e themſelves into large divi. 
ſions, which, 22 the flock conducted by the ſheep-and 

dell. implicitly tread in the footſteps bf ſome diſtin- 
iſhed leader. Thus is the pain of conſulting the 
Judgment in every emergency eaſily avoĩded. The 
road becomes a beaten and- a wide one, and each in- 
dividual knows where to ſtep, a by ee _ 
another has ſtept before him. 
But if the choſen leader is a treacherous or inj 
pes the followers muſt inevitably be led into evil. 
ow it unfortunately happens, that the leaders, Who 
are the moſt likely to attract the more numerous 
herds, are the leaſt likely to poſſeſs the more valuable 
3 For what is it which chiefly attracts po- 
pular notice? Vanity and effrontery. But theſe qua- 
bties imply diſpoſitions obviouſly inconfiſtent with an 
eminent and ſolid virtue; though almoſ always united 
with ſhewy, ſuperficial, and deceitful ornaments. «Thus 
it happens, that the faſhionable modes of thinking and 
living, whatever modes in the viciſñitudes of human 
affairs aſſume that name, will ſeldom bear the teſt of 
inquiry, — diſcovering - that they are futile, and 
culpable. For who, indeed, was the great — 


* eſtabliſhed them ? Some rich man, or ſome 15 
d . a dy k 
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lady, diſtinguiſned for boldneſs, but not for excellence; 
vain, preſumptuous, and dictatorial, though ualifed 
neither by nature, parts, nor education, to preſcribe to 
others; and elevated to empire by- a" concurrence” of 
favourable contingencies, with their awn aſpiring efforts. 
Once ſeated on the throne, their edicts are arbitrary and 
irreſiſtible. With the authority of their fipnature, 
there is no deformity which will pot aſſume the appear- 
raace of beauty, no vice which will not appear with atl 
the confidence which naturally belongs to virtue, bu 
which the delicacy of virtue is too apt to conceal. + _- 
The ſubjects of theſe ſelf-erefted tyrants are molt truly 
ſlaves, though voluntary ſlaves ; . but'as ſlavery” of any 
kind is unfavourable to human happineſs and improve- 
ment, I will venture to offer a few ſuggeſtions, which 
may induce the ſubjugated tribes to revolt, and claim 
their invaluable birthright, their natural liberty. 
To ſele& a model for imitation is cne of the beſt me- 
thods of facilitating the acquifition of any excellence. 
A living model not only ſhews what 1s to be done, but 
how. The imitation muſt not however be ſervile. A 
ſervile imitation is that which obeys the dictates of the 
maſter without venturing to inquire. into the reaſon of 
it. The ſervile imitator paces in the ſame round, like 
the mill-horſe, whoſe eyes are hoodwinked, that he 
may not be allured by intervening objects to deviate 
from the tedious circle into a path of his own choice. 
It may not be improper to premiſe, that to one indi- 
vidual his own natural rights and poſſeſſions, of 'what- 
ever kind, are as Valudble as thoſe of another are to 


luable that other, It is his own happineſs which is concerned 
ts po- in his choice of principles and conduct. By theſe he is 
e qua- to ſtand, or by theſe to fall. g 
ith an In making this important choice, then, let the ſenſe 
united of its importance lead him to affert the rights of man. 
Thus WH Theſe rights will juſtify him in acting and thinking, 
g and as far as the laws of that community, whoſe protection 
ꝛuman 


he ſeeks, can allow, according to the ſuggeſtions of his 


oft/ of own judgment. He will do right to avoid adopting 
e and any ſyſtem of principles, or following any pattern of 
we conduct, which his judgment has not pronounced con- 
o& 


ducive to his happineſs, and'confiftent with his- duties; 
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conſiſtent with thoſe duties which he owes to his God, 
to his neighbour, to himſelf, and to his ſociety, 
Though the ſmall circle with whom he is per 

connected may think and act differently, and may even 


Geſpiſe and ridicule his fingularity, yet let him perſe. 


verre. His duty, his freedom, his conſcience, and his 
Happineſs, muſt appear to every man, who is not hood- 
winked, ſuperior to all conſiderations. 
Men act wrong ſcarcely leſs often from the defect of 
courage, than of knowledge and of prudence. Dare 
to be wiſe, ſaid an ancient; in order to which, it will 
firſt be neceſſary to dare to be ſingular. But in this and 
every other effort of virtue, it muſt not be extended 
beyond the golden mean. The ſingularity which I re. 
commend will be as diſtant from moroſeneſs and mi- 
ſanthropy, and from ridiculous oddity, as it will from 
an unmanly and pernicious ſubmiſſion to thoſe who 
poſſeſs no reaſonable right to take the led. 

If the immoderate fear of appearing fiqgular is inju- 
rious to health, to fortune, to peace of kind, and to 
rational enjoyment, as perhaps on a farther con ſidera- 
tion it will appear to be, I ſhall contribute ſomething 
to promote happinels, by daring to be ſo ſingular as 
to recommend ſingularity. | Ic 

Of the many young men who impair their conſtitu- 
tions by early exceſs and debauchery, a great is 
inſtigated to irregularity by other motives than the im- 
pulſes of paſſion, A young man juſt introduced into 
the company of his equals entertains'a natural and a 
laudable deſire to recommend himſelf to their favour. 
If they indulge in wine to exceſs, or in any other in- 
temperance, he muſt do ſo likewiſe ; for he cannot bear 
to be ſingular; and has, beſides, received among his 
prudential rules, that he is to do as the reſt do, where- 
ever he may be fixed; and who indeed will dare to dil- 
obey the precept which commands us, While we are at 


Rome, to do as they do at Rome? Thus is the favour | 


.of our temporary companions gained ; but our health, 
which was deſigned to endure, and with proper manage- 
ment would have endured, till the regular decays of 
nature, is greatly injured, or totally deſtroyed. I wall 
then venture to exhort the young man, not ſo much to 

4 Aread 


KRS THR SS 1 


S 3 7 


** 


No. 5. M O R A L., &c. 23 
dread the imputation of fingulatity, as to endanger the 
loſs of that which can ſeldom” be completely regained, . 
and without which no fayour, no applauſe, no popu- 
larity, can give to life its natural ſweetneſs, | 
With reſpe& to that ruin which conſiſts in the loſs of 
fortune and the accumulation of debt, it is daily ef- 
feed by the fear of ſingularity. However their finan- 
ces may have declined, they who are whirled in the 
vortex of faſhion, cannot retrench. They muſt act as 
their equals act; they muſt, like others, dreſs, keep 
a table, an equipage, and reſort to public diyerfions. 
It is necgſſary, according to their ideas; and they ta- 
citly acknowledge the obligation to be much greater 
than that of the moral duties. For who could bear to 
be odd people, to deſcend among the tribes of «hoſe 
whom no body knows, and who indeed are diſtinguiſhed 
only for the plain qualities of probity and decency ? 
Indulgencies and extravagancies are thus allowed, not 
altogether for the pleaſure they afford, but often ſrom 
the horror of fingularity. It is to be wiſhed, chat 
the horror of a Ta a gaol, an elopement, or 
a piſtol, poſſeſſed even half the influence, | 
In deſtroying health. and fortune, it certainly de-_ 
ſtroys that peace of mind, without which all external 
advantages whatever are but like muſic and painting, 
banquets and perfumes, to him who has loſt all powers 
of 1 But ſuppoſing health and fortune to be 
preſerved, yet the fear of ſingularity will lead to omiſ- 
ſions and commiſſions which will one day hurt a con- 
ſcience not entirely inſenſible. Religion and duty en- 
join many things which are real ſoleciſms and down- 
right barbariſms in the ſchool of faſhion. 8 
When health, fortune, and peace, are gone, it may 
be juſtly ſaid, no arguments are neceffary to prove that 
there can be no enjoyment. But ſuppoſing them not 
entirely renounced, and that room were left for ſome 
degree of happineſs, even that little would be greatly 
leſſened by a too ſcrupulous fear of deviating from the 
arbitrary ſtandard of a fantaſtic mode. The taſtes, fan- 
cies, inclinations of other men, cannot pleaſe ns like 
the genuine choice of our native feelings, directed by 
our own judgment. They may inderd be adopted, and 
1 | even 
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traduced at pleaſure in the moſt public manner, with 
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even loved; but an adopted W excites and 
| ſoothes our ſenſibilities id a degree equal to that which 
i cauſed hy or n. 
Upon the whole, I cannot help thinking, that how. 
erer Pride may vaunt herſelf, and Faſhion may aflume 
airs of ſuperior wiſdom in her choice, it is ſingularly 
fooliſh, abſurd, and wicked, to decline any practice 
and any habits, however unuſual, which tend to reudg 
— ſimgularly learned, fuigularly good, and ſingularly 
QAPPY»+ - | un: 177 M ile,” 
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- A FREE country is that in which bot only the lik 
. A and the property of every individual, but His u. 
putation alſo, Which is often dearer to him than both, 
is ſecured by efficient laws. That country is not the 
land of perfect liberty, however it may arrogate the 
name, in which the character of every member may be 


out redreſs, and without the poſſibility of an adequate 
exculpation. Oppreſſion of the people may proceed 
from the people, as well as from the throne. The 
liberty of the preſs is pregnant with advantages; but the 
licentiouſneſs of it teems with evils which almoſt coun- 
- terbalance them. It is true, that the liberty of th 
. preſs is eſſential to civil liberty. But why do we ell 
mate the enjoyment of civil liberty as one of the great 
eſt of human bleſſings ? Confeſſedly becauſe it 
the natural and reaſonable poſſeſſion of all the rights ani 
rivileges of man, in his individual and connected ſtate; 
Leen it ſecures to him the enjoyment of all whid 
God, and reaſon, and nature, and his relative ſituation, 
have taught him to hold dear, That kind and degre 
therefore, of liberty which cannot be ſecured. withoul 
_ eadangering all theſe, certainly fruſtrates the we 
e315, JJ 
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porpoſe of a free conſtitution. Liberty, under ſuen 
circumſtances, operates on human happineſs with all 
the malignant influence of real deſpotiſm. ie 


Our own country is conſtitutionally the freeſt on the 4 
face of the globe. If there is any oppreſſion in it, it 
proceeds from the people, and operates on themſelves. 
And there is a ſpecies of oppreſſion liarly cruel aud 
unjuſt, as it often falls heavieſt on the good, the peace- 
able, and the inoffenſive. | 1 2 

It is true indeed, that, in this free country, we have 
laws for the puniſhment of defamation; but — 
is more ealy than to evade them. They do indee 
ſometimes prevent an open attack; but they cannot 
preclude the various and indirect methods of diſſemi- 
nating calumny, which ingenuity, ſtimulated by malice 
or the hope of gain, can eafily invent. oaks rig 

The laws of the Twelve Tables made defamation a 
capital crime; The puniſhment was rigorous. It ap- 
peared ſo in the age of Auguſtus, and was changed to 
corporal chaſtiſement. It was again rendered capital in 
the reign of Valentinian; and the ſeverity with which 
ſo wiſe a people as the Romans have treated this crime, 
from the earlieſt to the lateſt period of the empire, evi- 
cently ſhews how deep a ſenſe they entertained of its 
malignant influence on' the happineſs of ſociety. 3h 

Our laws are indeed lefs fevere. We are juftly jea- 
lous of our liberty. I wilt not ſuggeſt an idea which 
can tend to the infringement of that liberty. I am 
grateful to Providence for having placed me in 2 
country where it ſo gloriouſly prevails. © There is no 
lacrifice, conſiſtent with innocence, - which a good man 
would not make, to hand down the bleflings derived 
from our fathers, undiminiſhed to our children. What 
Inow ſay, tends moſt eſfectually to preſerve them invio- 
late: for, to expreſs my ideas in the words of the 
learned Blackſtone, to cenſure the litentiouſneſs, it to | 
naintain the liberty; of the preſ r.. 

Let, therefore, the laws remain unaltered, if the al- 
teration is attended with danger. I will only appeal to 
the hearts, the manners, and the underſtandings of nx 
readers, for, the voluntary reformation which L would 
effect; a reformation to be begun and completed by 

Vo, I, themſelves, 
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themſelyes, and which, inſtead of impairing civil li- 
bert „will enlarge it, and will render it a diffuſive 


'almolt una] loyed with evil: A rare condition of 


yman felicity! !! a Ms +a 

With reſpect to the writers and the publiſhers of ca- 
lumny, they have uſually but one or two objects in 
view; either the gratification of malice, or the earning 
of a morſel of + But hunger and paſlion are 

werful incitements. The whiſpers of reaſon, and 
Juſtice, and humanity, will ſcarcely; be heard amidft the 
clamours of aſſailants ſo importunate. From them, 
therefore, we ſeek not redreſs oy expoſtulation. We 
apply to the liberal ſentiments of a. pe truly free, 
W 


o value their freedom, and who poſſeſs ſenſe enough 
ta take the moſt effectual methods for its ſecurity. They 


will renounce the poor pleaſure which they receive 
from the, gratification of an improper curioſity, when 
they find that it cannot be 5 
the liberty of the preſs a ſource of miſery to the m 
deſerving in the community; when they find that the 
people's licentiouſneſs more effectually 2 
dation of liberty, than the ambition of a king. 105 
Let us turn our attention to the origin and progreſs 
of that ſpecies of publication, which, within a few 
years, has become a. general cauſe of complaint among 
all the moderate and the well-principled. A mechanic, 
after a ſervile apprenticeſhip, ſets up for. himſelf in 
the art of printing; an art, which, when honourably 
exerciſed, is ſingularly uſeful and eſtimable: but, like 
many other arts, it is over-run by its profeſſors. The 
gung adventurer therefore finds it neceſſary to ſtrike a. 


Dold ſtroke, as it is termed, in order to procure-profit - 
and diſtinction. If he has friends, and can raiſe money, 
and inſtitute partnerſhip, he engages in a news- paper. 


In order to gain notice, it muſt not at firſt be moderate, 


but muſt abound in aby/e, and in anecdote. A letter- box 


3s fixed to the window of ſome of the moſt public ſtreets 


in the metropolis. Into this receptacle every dark 
' aſſaflin is tacitly invited to throw his poiſoned doſe. 


No man is ſo virtuous as not to have failings. No man 
is ſo inconſiderable as not to have enemies. Here then 
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s the foun- 


is an opportunity of expoſing thoſe ſecrets, which —4 
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haps the confidence of a friend has made nom to the 
treacherous divulger of them, and of gratifying the 
malice of a coward with ſafety, and by the infliction of 
the cruelleſt injury; that malice which was perhaps ex- 
cited / only by a ſuperior degree of excellence. And 
who is to fit in judgment on what is received ? Thoſe 
who are often attentive to their intefeſt alone. The 
papers are ſubmitted to the conſideration of ſome dark 
conclave; and uf it ſeems good to the TED 
who ſit in it, the tale of infamy, the oblique inſinua- 
tion, the "whiſper of ſuſpicion, the invention of the 
wanton, the belief of the credulous, the virulence of 
revenge, private pique, and public reſentment, are in 
a few hours ſcatt over the empire. N A 
In this manner the publie erects a deſpot over them 
ſelves. One of their own order, and ſometimes one of 
the obſcureſt perſons in it, inſtitutes a tribunal, Where 
ſentence is pronounced on all, frequently without due 
examination, and with little regard either to juſtice or 
to mercy. No other limits are aſſigned to the ſevere 
decree, which is iſſued out to brand with infamy the 
beſt of characters, than thoſe which are neceſſary to 
eſcape the letter of the law, and elude the bility of 
a ſucceſs ful proſecution. So unmanly and fo cruel are 
the deciſions of this arbitrary tribunal, that even female 
innocence is often puniſhed with its ſevereſt ſentences. ' 
Virgin purity and conjugal virtue are blackened with - 
aſperſions which can ſcarcely ever be wiped of. Wounds 
are inflicted on the parent's heart which no time can 
heal: for one great misfortune attending this mode of 
ſcandal is, that though all are ready to liſten to the ca- 
lumny, few have candour- and patience to hear and ad- 
mit the vindication. Many fee the attack, who never 
ſee the defence. Even if the vindication were as gene- 
rally received as the abuſe, it is a cruel neceſſity to be 
forced reluctantly forward on the public eye, to be 
obliged to anſwer ſevere and groundleſs charges, 
brought by thoſe who have no night, either by the 
laws of God or of man, to diſſeminate throughout the 
world an unprovoked accuſation. Can that govern- 
ment be well regulated where -a mechanic is able to 


erect himſelf into ads, n tyrant, 1 
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heart ef the innocent, break the peace of families, 
blacken the brighteſt characters, detra& from the moſt 
Allowed merit, degrade and lower every rank and dig. 
nity ; and all this, not only with. impunity, but wick 
ſuch rewards from the public as enable him to amafs 
an independent fortune, and laugh over the ruins on 
Which he has erected his proſperity. | | 2 | 
Many among us are heard to complain of the in- 
croachments of government on the liberty ef the ſub- 
ject, and of the oppreſſions of an adminiſtration. I ak 
every individual in the Britiſh empire, Whether he ever 
experienced a ſingle act of oppreſſion from the crown, 
or the. miniſters of the crown, equal to*that Which is 
daily and hourly inflicted, in the moſt arbitrary man- 
ner, by an Editor of a licentious public paper ? The ſe- 
vere puniſhments of the law cannot be inflicted by any 
power known to our conſtitution without a formal pro- 
ceſs, even on thoſe who deſerve them. But the opera- 
tions of this engine of oppreſſion, in the hands of an 
intereſted plebeian, unappointed, unauthbriſed, and 
unoffended, inflict the ſevereſt penalty, without judge, 
jury, witneſſes, conſcience, or * . 
The man who is guilty of this violation of every ſo- 
cial law, ſhall in the mean time think himſelf, and be 
thought by others, an honeſt man, and even a patriot; 
ſhall riot in plenty amidſt friends and riches ; while he 
who takes from me my purſe, and the traſh which it 
contains, periſhes by the halter. All this is tolerated 
by a ſenſible and an humane people, becauſe, by the 
abuſe of language, the licentzouſneſs of the preſs is 
called its liberty, | 
Il will not enlarge on the diabolical malignity of party 
and political abuſe, which. flows through theſe dirty 
channels. Malignant as it is in its nature and origin, 
it is in this age too much deſpiſed to effect much miſ- 
chief. It as naturally purſues a miniſter or a ſucceſsful 
party, as a ſhadow tne ſubſtance, If we take but a m. 
curſory view of paſt times, we ſhall ſee that many who 
are now juſtly conſidered as models of virtue and of lu 
political wiſdom, were in their day aſperſed with all pr 
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crative advantages of high offices in the ſtate will al- 


ways have an influence irreſiſtibly alluring. They will 
never reſt at eaſe without a participation of them; but 
will engage ſome poor dependent printer to admit their 
poiſonous writings into his paper, in hopes of ſupplant- 
ing others to make room for themſelves. The poor 
rinter conſiders his fortune made when patronized by 
E dukes, and ſtands ready to calumniate the 
beſt men, or to ſpeak treaſon, for the confidential ſmils 
of a wretched and diſappointed, an envious and an ilt- 
natured peer; perhaps of a villain, who would betray 
his country, becauſe he cannot procure #{ucrative place 
in its adminiſtration. 9 
Iwill not now expatiate on the wickedneſs of evil. 
ſpeaking, a topic Which has been- admirably treated by 
the divines of England. If any reader can want to be 
informed how inconſiſtent it is with the ſpirit of Chrif- 
tianity, and how pregnant with moral and ſocial evil 
of every kind, I will refer him to all the moſt celebrated 
com of ſermons im. the Engliſh language. But, 
af who delight in ſcandal poſſeſs diſpoſitions 
not to be delighted or reformed by a ſermon. 3550 
In the mean time, I will content myGlf with en- 
treating readers-of the better fort, the humane, and the 
well-educated of the higher ranks (with whom I hope 
to prevail), to ſet a noble example, by refuſing to- give. 
encouragement to thoſe prints Which are notorious far 
onal abuſe and the SOIT family ſecrets: - 
t is but juſt to ſay, that there are ſome reſſ ble con 
ductors of the prints, who exclude, as far as human 
vigilance can exclude; all that is injurious. 6 
For their own ſakes, I adviſe the Public not to take 
in pamphlets and papers which deal in all the bitter-- 
neſs of ſcandal. Their own hearts and happineſs will 
be injured by the peruſal of them, and they cannot 
know how: ſoon it may be their turn to-ſuffer by the 
malignity which they are ſo ready to enjoy/- - 9 
It is indeed a melancholy truth, that the love of ca- 
lumny, and the curioſity to be acquainted with the 
private affairs of all diſtinguiſhed characters, is become 
lo general, that a work ſcarcely wants any other re- 


commendation, if .it-profeſies perſonality and antedotes-' 
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The prevalence of this cruel taſte precludes the reliſh of 
innocent and ingenious works on general topics. It 
will alſo infallibly habituate the mind to delight in 
cruelty and malice : for, as the feeling Goldſmith ſays, 
like the tyger that ſeldom deſiſts from purſuing: may 
7 after having once preyed upon human fleſh, the 
reader, who. has once gratified his appetite; with 
«© cahumny, makes ever after the moſt agreeable ſeal 
on murdered reputation.“ | „ 16:54:14 Aid 
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FT\O argue. againk pleaſure in general, is abſurd, 
It is the law of nature, that every govimal ſhould 
refer. the agreeable ſenſations to the difagteea ble. 
ut it is incumbent on the moraliſt to explode thuſe 
pleaſyres, which, though they are tranſient and unſatiſ- 
factory in, themſelves, are yet found to occaſion pain 
which is permanent, and injury which is rell. 


| Perhaps the malt effeQual mode of accompliſhing this 


zrpoſe, is not to arraign pleaſure in general, but to 
Fabltitare other 9 rw their — man muſt 
be amuſed and delighted. Pernicious amuſements and 
iſoned delights will be purſued, if others ceaſe to be 
obvious. | oy „tn fis 
It is certain that nature has interſperſed a great num- 
ber of objects capable of affording the livelieſt delight, 
without danger of future pain, and even with the pro- 
bability of deriving improvement and additional pleas 
ſure by reflecting on the paſt enjoyment. Such, indeed, 
are thoſe innocent pleaſures which we follow in early 
youth with cheerful ardour, and which we enjoy with 
ſincere delight, before we are vitiated and hardened by 
a long intercourſe with a depraved world; before the 
qualities of the lamb and the dove are exchanged for 


the leſs amiable wiſdom of the wolf and the W ; 
| mi 
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| Amidft-all the improvenients/ whichs we mne n- 
ſtate of high civilization, we loſe ſome natural taſtes 
and propenſities which were favourable to virtue. We 
acquire wants and notions which diſturb our repoſe, 


and cauſe a feveriſh anxiety, ever thirſting, and never 


fatisfied, - bi | . N 
The ſimple and innocent ſatisfactions of nature ate 


uſually within reach; and as they excite no violent 


perturbation in the purſuit, ſo are they enjoyed without 
tumult, and relinquiſhed without long or painful re- 
gret. It will then render effential ſervice both to hap- 
pineſs and morality, if we can perſunade men in general 
to taſte and to form an habitual attachment to the ge- 


nuine ſatisfactions of uncorrupted nature. 


One of the firſt affections which the heart perceives, 


is filial piety. As years increaſe, this affection dilates, 


and extends itſelf to brothers and : ſiſters, relatives and 


domeſtics. The child loves and is beloved by all 
around him. Amidſt the converſation, the events, the 
endeat ments and tender duties of a family, he finds full 


lay for all his facukies-and propenſities, and is often, 
Fon, happier at this early 
age than in any period which ſucceeds. e 


I ſay then, that, were a-taſte for this fimple pleaſure 
retained, were men at a mature age led to ſeek their 


We in domeſtic life, and in the exerciſe of the 
mild virtues of family offices, their enjoyments, 1 
leſs brilliant and noiſy, would be purer, and more ſub 

ſtantial. But, on the contrary, we ſee them no ſooner 
arrived at maturity, than they eagerly leave the neſt, 
and wander, in ſearch of an untried and an imaginary 
bliſs, through all the wilds of diſſipation. In the pre- 
cipitate. purſuit, innocence is often loſt; and whatever 
Page is made in refinement, little is added to ſolid 
appineſs. Our intereſt,” as we falſely call it, and our 
honour, become the idols whom we devoutly worſhip, 
and on whoſe altars we ſacrifice health, truth, peace, 
and liberty, + Zit * 
Me are indeed ſo deeply engaged in our objects, that 
we cannot advert to the beauties of nature, thoſe fertile 
ſources of unadulterated pleaſure. The young mind is 
always delighted with * The earlieſt poetry 
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was poſters, and every juvenile poet of the preſent 
day delights 7 — — 


to * in the luxuriance of a rural 


"defcription. A taſte for theſe pleaſures will render the 
morning walk at leaſt as delightful as the evening; ri- 
dotto. The various forms which nature aſſumes in 


the viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons, will conſtitute a ſource 


of complacency which can never be exhauſted. How 


8 to the ſenſes the freſhneſs of the herbage, the 
agrancy of the flowers, all thoſe ſimple delights of 


the field, which the poets have, from the earlieſt ages, 


no leſs juſtly than exuberantly deſcribed ! - It is all 


« mere fiction, exclaims the man of the world, ** the 
„ produce of a viſionary poet.“ He feels not, he can- 
not feel their truth. He ſees no charms in herbs and 


bloſſoms; the melody of the grove is no muſic to his 


ear; and this happens, becauſe he has. loſt, by his 
own fault, thoſe tender ſenſibilities which nature had 


beſtowed. They are ſtill daily perceived in all the 


/ 8 by the ingenuous and innocent, and they 


ave been moſt truly deſcribed by — poets, as con- 
tributing to pure, real, and very exalted delight. 


Vet the poſſeſſor of extenſive lands, if he is a man of 


faſhion and ſpirit, forſakes the ſweet ſcenes of rural 


nature, and ſhuts. himſelf up in a coffee-houſe, at a 


aming-table, in a fetid aſſembly ; and leaves that li- 
Feral air, which breathes over his lawns, and agitates 
his foreſts, to be inhaled by his menial ruſtics. * He 
perverts the deſigns of nature, and deſpiſes the here- 


ditary bleſſings of Providence; and he receives the ade- 


quate puniſhment in a reſtleſs life, perpetually*ſeeking 


and never finding fſatisfattion. But the employments 


of agriculture, independently of their profit, are moſt 


congenial and pleaſing to human nature. An uncor- 
rupted mind ſees, in the progreſs of vegetation, and in 
the manners and excellencies of thoſe animals which 
are deſtined to our immediate ſervice, ſuch charms and 
beauties as art can ſeldom produce. Huſbandry may 


be ſuperintended by an elegant mind, nor is it by any 


means neceſſary that they who engage in it ſhould 
contract a coarſeneſs of manners or a vulgarity of ſen- 
timent. It is moſt favourable to health, to plenty, to 


repoſe, and to innocence ; and great indeed my 
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the objects which juſtify a reaſonable creature in re- 
linquiſhing theſe. Are plays, are balls, are nofturnal 
aſſemblies of whatever denomination, are dehauche- - 
ries in all their modifications, which tend to rob us 
of ſleep, to leſſen our patrimony, to injure our healrhz 

to render us ſelfiſh, vicious, thoughtleſs, and uſeleſs, 

equivalent to theſe? Reaſon replies in the negative 3 
yet the almoſt univerſal departure from innocence and 
ſimplicity, will lead the: affirmative; eſtabliſhed by» a 
corrupt majority. n ? 

It is not without a figh, that a thinking man can paſs - 
by a lordly-manfion; the ſweet retreat deferred by its 
falſely-refined poſſeſſor, who is ſtupidly carouſing in 
ſome tavern of- a polluted. city. When he ſees the 
chimney without ſmoke in the venerable houſe, where 


all the country was once welcomed to partake of princely _ 


hoſpitality, he cannot help- lamenting that progreſs of 
refinement, which, in rendering the deſcendants of 
the great fine gentlemen, has left them ſomething leſs - 
than men, through the defect of manly virtue. 

The ſuperintendence of a garden might of itſelf oc- 
eupy a liſe elegantly and pleaſurably. Nothing is bet- 
ter able to gratify the inherent paſſion of novelty; for 
Nature is always renewing her variegated appearance. 
She is infinite in her oductions, and the life of man 
may come to its cloſe before he has ſeen half the pic- 
tures which ſhe'is able to diſplay. The taſte for gar - 
dening in England is at preſent pure Natore is re- 
ſtored to her throne, and reigns -majeſtically beautiful 
in rude magnificence.” The country abounds with cul- 
tivated tracts truly paradiſaical. But as the contemplative 
obſerver roams- over the lawn, and enjoys the ſhade of 
the weeping willow, he is often led to enquire, ** Where 
is now the owner of this wildernefs of ſweets? Hap- 
© py man?” he exclaims, to poſſeſs ſuch a ſpot as 
„this, and to be able at all times to taſte the pleaſure 
© which I feel ſpringing in my boſom.” But, alas! 
the owner is engaged in other ſcenes. He is rattling 
over the ſtreets of London, and purſuing all the ſo- 
phiſticated joys, which ſucceed to ſupply the place 
where Nature is relinquiſhed. If he — . to 
pay an annual viſit to the — he brings with — 


_- 


| 


Can it be believed, that nature beſtowed, beauty on 
the foliage of a flower but with a view to pleaſe ?; The 
fruit might be produced, in the ſame proceſs, without 


and moſt conſtant. delight. To do good, and to pre- 


1 
: . 


„ das Ma 


all his acquired inclinations; and while he ſtts at the 
card- table, or at the banquet, and thinks of linle elſt 
than promoting his intereſt at the next election, he 
leaves the ſhrub to bloſſom and diffuſe its ſweets in un. 
obſerved ſolitude. | bat t 
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any richneſs and diverſity of colour. No oil. ec animal 
are ſenſible of their grace but the human; and yet the 
auſtere man of buſineſs, or the vain man of pleaſure, 
will arraign another with a face of importance- for hi 
admiration of. a flower. He calls the taſte trifling and 
uſeleſs. But is not a refuſal to be pleaſed with - ſuch 
appearances, like the malignant unthankfulneſs of ; 
ſullen gueſt, who refuſes to taſte. the moſt delicio 
dainties prepared for his entertainment? — 
Fine weather in England is the ſource of a very ſen · 
fible pleaſure; but he who is engroſſed by vice ar by 
bufineſs, will live half a life without admiring the 
beauties of a blue ſky, baſking in the vernal ſunſhine, 
or inhaling, with any conſciouſneſs of delight, the hal- 
ſam of a weſtern gale. oor wht ab: 
A fondneſs for the pleaſing animals which Nature haz 
Placed around vs, is another ſource of natural, and pure, 
and innocent amuſement. The plumage and the ſong 7 
of the bird were doubtleſs intended to delight the ent 
and the eye. Who can behold the playful lamb witk- 
out complacency ? The fidelity of the dog, the gene- 
roſity of the horſe, and the charaReriſtic qualities, as 
well as ſhape and beauty, of all animated nature, are 
—_— adapted to charm the heart which is yet 


unfpoilec 


- But, in a proper intercourſe and behaviour. amon 
our fellow-creatures, is found to conſiſt our princi 
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vent evil, as far as the ſphere of our influence or aa 
vity extends, is an infallible method of dexiving to 
ourſelves pleaſurable emotions. And if we conſult what 
paſſes in our boſoms, before our youthful ſenſibilities 
are blunted, we ſhall find, that Nature has: taught us 
to find a great pleaſure in relieving diſtreſs, and in com: 
municatipg enjoy ment. Leg 


So” aSC PS S”5SS5 7 =» > T- 


= 7 


SS 


A. 
\\ 


No. K M U 4 U kk 55 


The cunning and the crafty, of whom conſiſto a gieat 
part of the buſy crowd, who deriye an unnatural influ. 
ence from the poſſeſſion of riches, will deem the fim- 
plicity which I have recommended, folly; Such men 
will deem truth alſo” folly. They confider virtue and 
truth as words invented to delude the ſimple ones; 
but, in truth to retain through life ſomething of the 
ſimplicity of the infant, will render the improved and 
cultivated man truly wiſe. For, after all the refine- 
ments of falſe philoſophy, and the low arts of jeſuitical 
cunning, honeſty is our trueſt intereſt, and innocence 
our beſt wiſdom. | | "$62" ky 
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N a country whoſe 'inſular ſituation Has rendered it 

naturally commercial, it is good policy to place the 
mercantile A in an honourable light. It has 
not uſually held a very high place in the eſteem of the 
world; becauſe, in moſt countries, it has been dif- 
graced by covetouſneſs and circumvention. Its prima 
object, the accumulation of money, has never appear- 
ed with any peculiar luſtre in the 3 5 thote wh 
have ſeen the beauty of diſintereſted patriotiſm and 
heroic generoſity. But at the ſame time it is certain 
that a mercantile- life affords ſcope for the diſplay r | 
many good qualities and of virtues, which, from their 
ſublime and difficult nature, may conſtitute the mer- 
chant a practical 12 me It affords an ample 
feld for the exercife of commutative juſtice, of ſelf. - 
denial in refuſing to take advantages which might be 
taken with ſecrecy; of public viftue, in renouncing 
all traffic which may be injurious, and in forming ev 
connection, and importing every commodity, _whic! 
may facilitate the operations of a government, 1 455 


and extenſive commerce, inſtead of narrowing, has 


* the ſeritiments ; and Britiſh merchants” have, 
in the two Taft centuries, 3 the moſt exemplary” 
aeg the wol liberal beneficencs, e. 3 
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But it muſt be owned, that they then a mol 
reſpectable when they leaſt departed from their charac- 
ter. In the preſent age they have relinquiſhed the ſim. 
plicity of their anceſtors, and, endeavouring to import 
the airs and manners of a court into a counting-houſe, 
have loſt their dignity and diminiſhed their profits, 

It has been ſaid, that, in order to preſerve à politi- 
cal conſtitution in its original purity, it is necelſlary, 
at certain intervals, to reduce it to its primary prin- 
.ciples. Deviation from right, and encroachment on 
error, are the natural conſequences of human infirmity, 
in the progreſſive. revolution of affairs. It is therefore 
as neceſſary in morals, as well as in politics, to return 
to prineiples and manners, which have been inſenfibly 
forfaken in the purſuit of innovation. The manner 
of our ' predeceſſors, which we now deſpiſe as ſimple 
and unrefined, will be found, in many inſtances, more 
conducive to national and perſonal happineſs, than the 
nominal improvements which have n their pre. 
valence. - F 
I will not dwell on general obſervations, but will 
deduce my remarks from zeal life. I aſſert then, tha: 
the merchants of the preſent times are often aſhamed 
of the appellation of citizens. My proof is the fact, 
that they deſert the city. No ſooner have they accu- 


mulated a competent ſum, than the noble manſion in 


a venerable ſtreet is forſaken for a ſmart houſe in: 
new-buile ſquare. The principals preſence is thus 
removed from the ſcene of action, and opportunities 
are afforded for every ſpecies of Kleneſs 2nd Yn in 
the inferior ſubſtitutes. Habits are contracted, and 
intimacies formed in the new region, moſt oppoſite to 


the ſpirit of commerce, Late hours and irregula 


banquets are not at all conducive to that punQuality 
which conſtitutes one of the moſt valuable and graceful 
qualities of a merchant. | Great and enormous wealth 
can indeed ſupport almoſt any ſpecies of folly ; but 
the misfortune is, that they who have their fortunes to 
make will emulate thoſe who have already made them. 


To live at next door to a peer, or in a ſtreet vi 


dukes, is a temptation ſcarcely refifſtible, Add 
theſe ſolid ſatisfactions of the merchant himſelf, 2 
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the ladies of the family feel new degrees of gentility; 
like inſpiration, gradually come upon them, as they-_ 
approach more nearly to the purlieus of St. James's. 
was not thus that a Greſham raiſed a fortune and 
2 reputation equal to the moſt renowned perſonages of 
his time. It was by induſtry, temperance, ulari 
cloſe application, and by leaving thoſe to follow a- 
ſhion, whoſe ſhallow intellects could find no other 
object to purſue. It would have been an ill exchange 
to have given up the title of the father of the greateſt 
city in Europe, and the glory of founding a college 
and a forum, for the petty vanity of reſiding in the 
circle of faſhion; to have deſcended from the firſt in 
the 2 of the Exchange, to be the laſt in 
Bloomſbury-ſquare. _ Fo No rt 
I would adviſe the merchant, who would live with 
real dignity, to make the city reſpectable, if he does not 
find it ſo, by diſplaying. his worth in it. Worthy con- 
duct, with a noble fortune, will aggrandize any place: 
Adorn that place in which it is your lot to be fixed. 
Where, indeed, ought men to expend their opulence 
more readily than where it was amaſſed, where their 
characters are well known, and their virtues valued? + 
Many evils reſult from this general emigration. 'The 
influence of good example is loſt among the numerous 
1 in WH tribe of apprentices, clerks, and journeymen, who are 
in 1 the riſing generation of merchants ; but whoſe "morals 
hus are early tainted with the fouleſt infection, by running 
ties after thoſe pleaſures which their ſuperintendant appears 
in to purſue. They are led to deſpiſe that city and thoſe 


5A F . 2 


A- 


S328 


= 
— 


EE PREE 973 


and manners which their maſter avoids. +-- | 1 1 880 
e to The city of London, as a corporate body, at this 
ular moment ſuffers by the contempt of the members. who 


lity owe it moſt. reſpect. When the rich and reſpeQable - 
eful leave it, who are to fill its magiſtracies and its coun- 
alth cil? The lower orders of tradeſmen, deſtitute of edu- 
but cation and of liberal views, and thruſt forward into 
s t0 office by nothing but their own- pragmatical activity. 
em. WH No wonder a corporation has loſt its influence and ſul- 
ith lied its honours, when thoſe who ſtand forth as its 
* leaders are the meaneſt of its members. The opulent 


nnd moſt conſequential have packed up their effects, 
5 | „ 


33 E. S 8 Y Mott 


as ſoon ab they have acquired all they wanted, and 
have left, the pillaged city to ſtand or fall, as it may 
happen. They are no longer citizens; but eſquires at 
their villas, and courtiers within the vicinity of the 
palace. Like the reptile, they have dropt their flough, 
and ſhine with a new outlide, 1 | 
A time has been, when merchants only retired: to 
their villas when wy had accumulated their fortunes, 
They now begin with a villa, as if it were as neceſſaty 
as a warehouſe; and end with bankruptcy as naturally, 
as unreluctantly, and as unbluſhingly, as if it had 
been the object of their purſuit. Diſtreſs and. difficulty 
excite meanneſs and artiſice; fraud and injuſtice ſoon 
follow, and the dignity of the Britiſh, merchant is ſunk 
in the ſcandalous appellation of a ſwindler. | 
The fall of the eminent trader involves many in the 
misfortune. His wife and children are reduced from a 
life of ſplendour and luxury to indigence and obſcurity; 
to a ſtate which they bear leſs patiently, uſe they 
bave been accuſtomed to indulge. their vanity and pride 
without controul. Vice, and every ſpecies of miſery, 
are encreaſed by this imprudent conduct in his own 
family, and poverty brought into the houſes. of his in- 
ferior aſſiſtants or dependants, who have either entruſted 
him with their money or their labour unrepaid. _ 
- This is a picture drawn from life: what it repreſents 
daily occurs; and the whole of it is occaſioned by the 
merchant's departure from his natural and his moſt 
becoming character. | ay 

In order to reſume that character, let him conſider 
what virtues his way. of life particularly requires. He 
will find them to be induſtry, honeſty, and frugality. 
Eet him ſeriouſly- purſue them, nor be aſhamed of them 
when he has fucceeded in his purſuit. Let him not 
dread the appellation of a dull cit, nor any of thoſe 
jokes, with which the envy and malice of witlings con- 
ſole themſelves on another's ſuperiority. Let him af 
ſure himſelf, that the character of a man of integrity 
and benevolence is far more deſirable than that of a 
man of pleaſure or a man of faſhion. The one is like 
ſolid * the other like tinſel; the one is like a ve. 
nerable oak, the other like the gaudy and — 
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tulip; the one is always bleſt and a blefing, the dther 
frequently a curſe, Para to be what you are, is a rule 
which, if obſeryed, would ſecuro to men that happi- 
nels, of whach the reater — 19g {ee any thing but | 
the phantom, the 4 ad in the ; ce of. the goddeſs. * 
The great ſource of mercantile miſcatriage- is, that 
the merchant uſually begins in a mode of life. which 
ſhould naturally adorn a ſucceſsful concl uſion. He bes 
gins with à rural retreat, and with expenſive relax - 
ations; with thoſe pleaſures,” which ſhould, in the re- 
gular courſe, he reſerved as the reward of his toils, 
and the comfort of his age. He ſpends his active days 
in ſuperfluqus and unſatisfaftory indulgence,” and 
dooms the winter of life to want, to neglect, to a pri- 
ſon, or an alms-houſe. I believe it is true, that at — 
as many bankrupts are made by miſcondnct in ſome 
mode or other, as by misſortune. se ; 
In a country abounding with merchants, ſome of theſe 
hints will be thought uſeful, and will be adopted by a 
few in the riſing generation ; and the example of a feu 
may in time be generally followed, - e F5 e bs 
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E ROI virtue, in its moſt exalted and compre- 
henfive degree, though often talked of, is not 

often found. It muſt indeed, like all other prodigies, 
appear but ſeldom. To produce it, it is neceſfary, 
that, beſides an union of the fineſt qualities of the heart 
and underſtanding, many favourable” contingenties; 
which no abilities can command, ſhould at once con- 
cur in the ſame individual. A Cæſar and an Alexander, 
if they had been born in a cottage, and had lived in a 
village, would have died in obſcurity. And, indeed, 
after all the eulogia paſſed upon them, it may be fairly 
aſted, Whether, if ſuch had been their lot, mankind 
would have had cauſe to lament 7: © F 
None but a barbarous age ean admire the bloody 
triumphs of the mere conqueror-; but every age muſt 
agree in extolling the true patriot. True pattiotiſm, 
* 5 | which 
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which is a ſpecies of heroic virtue, and indeed the bef 

ſpecies of it; does not often'oecurs The name is daily 


aſſumed, and in our country has -loſt its dignity by WY i 
proſtitution. It has been wantenly laviſhed on thoſe an 
who, from the worſt motives, have fomented faQion; 2 
and kindled the flames of rebellron. It has been de. th 
nied to the 1 country, and given to the ya 
deſtroyers of it; to thoſe who have ſpent their lives; Pr 
and exerciſed the abilities they poſſeſſed, in producing ca 
all thoſe evils which the inſtitution of civil ſociety was fat 
intended to extirpate. They evidently: have had little ice 
elſe in view, but to render-themſelves of conſequence he 
enough to be bought by an adminiftration, Selfiſnneſ ma 
and ſpite, pride and a levelling principle, are qualities or 
very unfavourable to the exiſtence of civil liberty. Vet ba. 
theſe qualities have appeared very clearly in thoſe who be 
have laboured to be forced into power by the-efforts of n 
a: faſcinated populace, n 2 145 ren 
For the ſake then of thoſe orders among us whoſe . 0 
hearts -are 2 and truly Engliſt, but who, from the ed 
want of education or leiſure, are not”apt- to think Wi": 
coolly when they ſelect a favourite leader, and who ar WW?” 
often cruelly and infamouſly deluded to their own de- wx 


ſtruction, and to the detriment of that liberty /whiclk 
they love, I will endeavour to deſcribe thoſe charaQers bloc 
which appear to me truly patriotic. | 

In the firſt place, I would lay it down as am axiom; Wh"! 
That a bad man cannot be a patriot. Even the bad- app! 


neſs of his heart may lead him to aſſume all the deceit- be {| 
ful appearances of patriotiſm. His envy, and his-Qi- But 
appointed avarice and ambition, will induce him to wher 
revile thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of lucrative and power- band 
ful employments, and this will appearlike a noble oppo- al t 
fition to the ſtrides of power. To ſerve his purpoſes, he 


will declaim on liberty, and this will ſoon collect a patty. Hi 
Fools and wicked men abound. . Theſe ſoon herd to- and 


gether, and even render themſelves of ſome-conſequence* the j 
by their numbers. Honeſt men are drawn in by the = 
violence of the vortex, and the wicked leader at lab ght 


gains his felfiſh views, or at leaſt obtains the ſatisfaQion peace 
of e thoſe whom he envies. At all events, be 
is ſure os one pleaſure, which is congenial to his * Ns, 
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that of ſpreading miſchief and confuſion. /- I repeat, 
therefore, that it will be neceſſary, to convince our- 
ſelves, that a bad huſband, a bad father, a profligate 
and an unprincipled man, cannot deſerve the name of 
a patriot, unleſs it is given him, as it may indeed in 
the preſent age, by way of deriſion. A man of no pri- 
vate virtue muſt want principle ; and a man who wants 
principle cannot. be actuated by pure motives. He 
caanot entertain ſa liberal and exalted an affection as a 
rational and difintereſted love of his country. He may 
accidentally be right in his oppoſition to a court; but 
he is a bad man, and it is not ſaſe to truſt to him. He 
may be the wicked inſtrument of gratifying my ſpleen 
or his own 3 but yet I will think before I lift up 
hand to vote for him, leſt his turbulence, united wi 
the power which I may aſſiſt in delegating to him, may 
involve my country in war, riot, and rebellion. I will 
remember what is paſt, and be cautious. | 
Much has been ſaid by the-declamarory on the ſub- 


us 


jet of a Patriot King. I believe it happy for a nation 
When the King has not the qualities of a declaimer's 


patriot, of an active warrior, or a contentious orator. 
When a King poſſeſſes or arrogates the character of a 
hero, his reign uſually terminates. in deſpotiſm or in 
blood, or in both. Moderation, juſtice, lenity, and a 
pacific diſpoſition, are the moſt- valuable, if not the 
moſt glittering, jewels, in a crown. I almoſt fear to 
zpply the remark to the King of England, leſt I ſhould 
be ſuſpected of that adulation which my heart abhors. 
But truth muſt prevail over every conſideration. And 
when I ſee the chief magiſtrate a good ſon; a good huſ- 
band, a good father, I think it a favourable preſage of 
all that is amiable and uſeful to ſociety. When I ſee 
him alſo poſſeſſing fortitude enough to turn a deaf ear 
to the continued and importunate petitions and remon- 
lrances of a deluded faction; when I ſee him rendering 
the judges independent; when L ſee him anxious to 
preſerve the liberties of the meaneſt of his ſubjects, de- 
lighted with benevolent actions, ſeeking and enſuing 
peace from motives of philanthropy, yet proſecuting 
var with all the ſpirit of a righteous cauſe ; encouraging 
ats, and promoting diſcoveries; when I ſee all — 
8 amia 
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umiable diſpoſitions, and his many laudable acts, 
venture to pronounce George the Third a Patriot King 
The characters of kings are indeed but uncertain 
known while they live; and I am ready to 'confeh, 
that I derive my ideas of the King of Britain fron 
no other ſources but public acts and popular reports, 
If a peer of the realm is found to be in conſtant op 
poſition to the meaſures of a miniſtry, it is eaſy 
7 the cauſes and the extent of his iotiſm; fort 
miniſter cannot always be 6 e is COnceited, 
turbulent, yet unemployed by his King. He buſts aftr 
power, and hopes to acquire it by force, ſince it cn. 
not be obtained by gentler means. He will even pt 
tronize rebellion, and diffuſe diſcontent throughout: 
kingdom, to injure a few individuals, whoſe riches 
covets, and whoſe glory he envies. Though he thouk 
ſign a hundred proteſts in a ſeſſion, and daily erutus 
his invectives againſt the moſt veſpectable men in d 
nation, we will not de miſled; for his patriotiſm i 


paſſion, his perſeverance avarice; and the ſame tongy 
which is ready to revile his King and embroi} his cout; 
try, is uſually as prone to blaſpheme his God. Wha 


they whom the. conſtitution has appointed heredita 
guardians of the laws, and liberties; and religion 
their country, become the patrons of lawleſs licenzioub 
neſs, and the ſcoffers at every thing held-ſacred,; wiy 
heſitate their countrymen to ſtrip the coronet from ther 
heads, and trample. their honour in the duſt? Tear of 
their ermine, and their ſtar which belies their breaſt; 
for the meaneſt of their menials, who performs his humble 
duties in his humble ftation, is far nobler than they. 
With reſpect to the noiſy declaimers, and the qu# 
eſcent inftruments of power in the lower order of is 
nators, let expreſſive ſilence ſpeak their praiſe.” Ther 
patriotiſm is well underſtood. The one ſide reſembis 
Cerberus barking for a ſop, the other reſembles bin 
when, after he has received it, he wraps himſelf up n 
his own warm ſkin, and enjoys a comfortable go 
The public has been too long deluded to be again de 
ceived, They ſee the faults, and no longer admits 
but look for a palliation of them in the common weak 
neſs of human nature. Of all oppoſitions, ſcarcely 8 
E 4 | y 


N 
. Ain ; 
have been more violent and active, and ſcarcely. any - 
leſs ſucceſsful, than that which has haraſſed Great Bra- : 
tain during the greater part of the preſent reign.. And 
of all venality, none was ever more openly avowed than 
the preſent, It eit Ban £52895 2364. .431 PM CIS 
Let us turn our attention to the military order. And 
here let us be cautious how we again illuminate our 
houſes, and renden our throats hoarſe with reiterated 
acclamations. , However we. may dote on their names, 
they are no patriots, who, N principles, or 
from perſonal pique, voluntarily ſuffer our perfidioys 
and inveterate enemy to inſult. the Britiſh flag un- 
chaltiſed. They are ng patriots who wiſh to exalt the 
military above the civil power. They are 20 patriots 
who, in a time when, every arm qught to wield the 
ſword for the country; whoſe money they have received, q 
jelinquiſh their employ becagſe, they hate a miniſter. 1 
They are no patriots, but they are poltroens, Ia which 
claſs they alſo are te be placed; Who, when ſent 
th which 
return 


ie ſervice of their country layiſi the money wi 

they are entruſted in unnece profuſion, and 
without an action; who bluſter and boaſt, bu 
five their lives; will le z And endanger 
their country's exiſtence. | | 24 

And what ate theR/variters to be called; who, per- 
rerting the perfection of reaſon and the fruits of learn- 
ing, endeavour to unſettle all our rinciples under the 
pretence of aſſerting our Iiberty F Vatfiols ſhall we call 
dem? Alas! when I ſee, them, obvioudly; actuated 
pride and vanity, and, for the ſake of being dinguiiheg, 
endeavouring to 3 order and tranquillity, _ 
| call them the enemies of the human race; and if I 
did not pity their deluſion, I might execrate their 
names. Ae ones 2 81 $3 

[ will venture to advance an opinion rather 
do1ical, but eertainly well founded. We are not always 
to look for the trueſt patriotiſm in public liſe. Selſiſu mo: 
ures commonly inſtigate the noiſy votaries of ambition 
and popularity. But what can influence him who ſe+ 
cretly ſerves his country in the retired and unob 
valks of private life > His motives muſt be pure, 
ic i: 4 patriot, Men of fortune aud dignity,” who. 
| | | dwelling 


t who, to 
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dwelling ably in the habitation of their fathen, 
Tet a good example; who'endeavour to preferve frog 

the rude hand of innovation all the good inſtitutions ef 
our anceſtors ; ho are given to hoſpitality; ready 9 


aſſiſt with their ——— and their purſe in all publik 


buſineſs and uſeful charities;— men of this kind or 
truly patriots, Every good man is indeed a patriot; 
for a good man is a public good. But poverty, and an 
humble and a private ſtation, muſt circumfcribe the 
. beneficial influence of goodneſs; and it does not fall d 
the lot of many in a century to poſſeſs the power aui 
good diſpoſitions of a North, 3 
What V now ſay may be attributed to intereſted adv 
lation. I regard not the imputation, for it is not ju. 
I never heard any ill of the man, or of the miniſter, bu 
what procee 4ed from the venomous tongue of faction; 
and I know that he has ſteered the veſſef of ſtate amidt 
ſuch ſtorms as would have daſhed it in pieces, if thoſe 
patriots, who increaſed the tempeſt; that they might 
make themſelves neceflary in the diſtreſs, had been ems 
ployed as pilo ts. Ce Re 
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T ſcems probable at firſt ſight, that an order of men 
I who devote themſelves entirely to the inſtruclios of 
their fellow-creatures, would: be exempted from envy 
and from hatred. As their ſtudies are all peaceable, 
and their labours directed to the diffuſion of goodnels, 
and conſequently of tranquillity, both public and pri- 
vate, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that the better part of the 
world would view them with favour, and that even the 
profligate would behave to them with diſtant reſpect. 


But it is certain, that fcarcely any other body of men. 


fo large and conſiderable, has been more unkindh re- 
preſented than the clergy..” Every patron of infidelity, 
after he has endeavoured to pierce the ſides of the Re- 
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h üters. But the s of infidelity have always been 
For. vund, on cloſe — no leſs ſuperficial and 
ns WWopbiſtical, than malignant and preſumptuous. They 
„nne therefore fixed indiferiminately upon every clergy- 
bl nan the imputation of certain odious ſentiments of a 


olitical nature; as if it were conſiſtent with reaſon or 


iot; Won mon ſenſe, that the moment a gentleman of liberal 
4 a WE ucation receives a legal commiſſion from the eccleſi- 
the ical ſuperior, to pray aloud in an aſſembly, or to 
ll ad a moral diſcourie in it, all bis political ſentiments, 
are rendered erroneous, or diſſimilar to the opinions of 


hoſe among his countrymen who are equally en- 
lightened. 


juſt, That the clerical ſentiments in politics, ſuppoſing | 

but that che clergy entertain any peculiar to their profeſ- 

on; Won, are favourable to liberty; and to all the deareſt. 

idt rights of mankind in the aggregate, and of individuals * 
hole ia their relative connections, might be clearly proved 

ght by hiſtorical evidence. My deſign, however, does not 


pernit me to expatiate in the field of hiſtory, cr it 
were eaſy to produce very ſignal inſtances of the noble 
ſand they have made for liberty, religious as well as civil. 
They have alſo ſometimes been hoſtile to freedom, . 
But ſo have many of the noblgs of the time, and many 
L of the inferior orders of the laĩty. They purſued that 
| conduct, and adopted thoſe ſentiments, which were 
F :greeable to them as men, and not peculiar to them as 
clergymen. If they acted from honeſt principles, 
en tough their judgment ſhould be impeached for error, 
oro cenſure will fall on their clerical profeſſion. When 
hey became clergymen, they did not renounce their 
le; rights as men; nor their liberty of judging and acting, 
(5, which they derived from the conſtitution of that com 
n- WJ unity to whoſe ſupport they contributed. Lhe FH 
It is inequitable to judge of the-preſent race of eccle- 
he WF fzttics from the ſpecimens afforded in the darker ages. 
e clergy were then ignorant, vicious, and ſuperſti- | 
vous; but the laity were more ſo. The clergy were — 
'e- ſuch as they muſt have been without ſufficient employ- 
„nent, without examples, without learning, and without 
the means of acquiring it. Yet, even in this unpromiſing 
4 late, they were ſerviceable to letters. They hit 
8 Ls an 


— 


46 * 8 A . e 
aba preſerved books, though: they often Ait not vage. 
ſand what they wrote, nor know tie value of they 
treaſures. They preſerved. thoſe lamps of learning ty 


Which, though, from''a. defeRt in the mauagemem 


they afforded them but a glimmering light, the world: 


has been firice illuminated. 


But to enter on the merits or demerits of clerieal in. 
dividuals of paſt a is to engage in a ſubject too dif 


fuſive to be conſiſtent with our preſent purpoſe 1 
may be more advantageous, as well as praQicable, 16 
confider this reſpectable body as it appears at preſent, 
The clergy, like all other orders in ſociety, undergo a 
change in the progreſſive viciſſitude of times and man 
ners; and what might truly charaQterize them in one age, 
will miſrepreſent them in another. In the papal 
church, and under an abſolute government, they att 
totally different from a Proteſtant and an Enplih 

clergy ; they are not ſo much the miniſters of the 
humble Jeſus, as the tools of a ſecular! and” ecclefic 
aftical deſpot. In a country like ours, they imbibe the 
liberal ſpirit of our civil conſtitution ; and, by the light 
of their learning and morals, greatly add to the generil 
luſtre of their country, Indeed, if they ceaſe to be te- 
ſpeed and valued, the fault is their own. Im 
levities, compliances, or negligences, 'diminifh that 
dignity which their office, their labours, their learning, 
and their manners, would otherwiſe maintain. 

Of the dignitaries of the church it is no uncommon 
topic to complain, They are often repreſented as the 
drones of ſociety ; as idly flumbering in a ftall, with- 
out making any return to the public for the eaſe and 
luxury which they abundantly enjoy. Selfiſhneſs, avi 
rice, and nn are ſatirically attributed to 
them as their diſtinguiſhing characteriſties; and it 1 
remarked, that they would be blanks in ſdeiety, were 
not their exiſtence demonſtrated by an unceaſing purſuit 
of private gratification, . | 

But, in anſwer to theſe acrimonious reflections, we 
may ſay in general, that all ſituations which poſſeſs 
many happy circumſtances with little labour or anxiety, 
will naturally excite envy and malignity- The digni. 
taries of the church enjoy that eaſe and thoſe innocent 
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which men uſually purſue when they poſſeſs a2 
—— without the neceſſity of Siet, TB 2 
ey do not ſtep out of their ſphere, or engage in the 
ouflidts of party, redounds to their honour, Parochial - 
nployments are regularly filled by other perſons; To 
wade the province of the officiating clergy would be to 
-4urb that order which conſtitutes one of the beauties - 
religion itſelf, as well as of all eccleſiaſtical eftablaſh- 
nents, If they are decent and pacific, benevolent in 
heir neighbourhood, 8 to the inferior clergy, ? 
nd virtuous in private life, they are, notwithſtanding : 
he appearance of indolence, both ocnamental and uſe- 
al to. the church and to ſociety, They are more re- 
reftable than if their reſtleſſneſs led them to be, at the 
cad of an aſſociation, or to r — gay. 
And with ref to the expediency of dignities in the 
burch, I "AS of the ſame opinion hou thoſe pe- 
urious philoſophers whoſe ideas of utility are eircum- 
cibed within the limits of actual profit. As human 
ature is conſtituted, ſomething is to be allowed to ex - 
ernal appearance, and ſomething to innocent enjoy- 
ent. i would neither ſtrip a king nor a prelate of 
hoſe outworks which either defend him from contempt, 
facilitate the exerciſe of his juriſdiction, or contri» 
bute to his complacency. . "WP * 2 
If perſons thus exalted to eaſe and honour, and thus 
xempted from exertion, lower themſelves, by remark- 
able levity, by rendering themſelves moſt conſpicuous ; 
at all public places, and by patronizing vanity, they 
hen become truly defpicable, and richly deſerve the "A 
public reſentment, - That the majority of dignitaries. 


preſerve their character, and are reſpectable, I firmly 


believe; and I ſay it without partiality or adulation, for-/ 
| have not the happineſs to-know or to be known te a 
Ingle individual in the church above the rank of a 

pariſh prieſt, I ſhould indeed conſider it as preſumptu- 
dus in me to give my opinion, if I did not conſider at 
be ſame time, that the natural liberty of a man is not 
loſt by the want of eccleſiaſtical dignity. F bolt 
| The character and office of a pariſh prieſt, when uni- 
lormly and completely, maintained, are moſt uſefel and 

molt honourable, A worthy pariſh prieſt is the _ 


to them originate in ſelfiſhneſs, greedineſs, and the un. 
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of his pariſh, the guardian of the poor, the inſtrudy! 
of the ignorant, the protector of the injured, the friend 
of all; even of thoſe who are deaf to his inſtructiom 
and deſpiſe his profeſſion. If any human office can hs! 
juſtly called godlike, it is the office of a pariſh prief. | 

But when I turn my attention to real facts, I fre. } 
quently find the miniſters of pariſhes neither the objech 
of love nor of eſteem. This is ſometimes occaſioned by 
the prevalence of infidelity, and ſometimesy as it m 
happen while the clergy are men, by their own want df ; 
merit and bad behaviour. But the grand cauſe of ther . 
loſing their influence is, that the Katy this age of 
ſcepticiſm, grudge them their tythes. The decay of 
religion, and the contempt of the clergy, ariſe from 
this ſource- 4 l ö 

I will not enter fully on the ſubject of tythes; but! 
will make a curſory remark. Let the laity aſk them- 
ſelves, by what tenure any one among them has a bet 
ter right than any other to reap the produge{of any par. 
ticularfield, and to exclude others of the hs from it? 
They muſt anſwer, by the laws of the country in which 
they reſide. But the ſame laws have given the clergy 1 
right to a decimal part. If there is an unreaſonablenel* 
in the laws in one reſpect, there is alſo in the other. And 
a man who has no and at all, may as juſtly complain 
that his neighbour afſumes an excluſive right to the 
acres contiguous to his dwelling; as the poſſeſſor of the 
acres, that the clergyman claims a tenth part of thei 
produce. The rights of the clergy ſtand on a baſis more 
ſolid than the national conſtitution. I he obje&ions raiſed "oy 


feeling ſtupidity of irreligion. I rejoice that the clergy in n 
have often ſpirit enough to proſecute their legal claim . 
againſt the harpies of avarice; A 43 Lo m77 

If the incumbent made no claim on the purſe of u n 4 
pariſhioner, he might always be loved and eſteemed, 
or at leaſt ſuffered to live and die in peace. But h "ru 
wife and his children are dear to him, and have ® 

ood a right, by all the laws of God and man, to be | 
70 and clothed, as thoſe of the eſquire or farmer — 
who litigates his claim. He is cruel, and worſe than Hui, 
Heathen, who endeavours not to provide for his 411 bn 
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— child, by receiving what is juſtly his due 3 ſimce, if he 
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| be! 3 who robbed the father of his right. 
. Bat where is the utility of the clergy? enclaims the 
fre-. boor, who pays his land- tax cheerfully, but refuſes his 
jech tythes, Surely, one might anſwer, national good does 
by i rot conſiſt only in the number of ſhips which arrive in 
mul our ports, the extent of our dominions, and the abun- 
dance of our e Good 2828 and internal 
uillity are in reality ſuperior to ali theſe, whatever 
— they may diſplay. Theſe are indeed, ac- 


y of Ui cording to their ori deſign, only inſtrumental 'to 

ron Wi the eftabliſhment of internal peace and ſocial happineſs, 
though they are daily to eſſect the es of 

ut | BY zvarice and ambition, and are always as the 


firſt objects. If, chen, morals and internal tran- 
quillity are the chief national good, as they certainly 
are in the eye of Heaven and of diſpaſſionate reaſon, 
the clergy muſt be allowed to deſerve their very mo- 
derate emoluments: for let us conſider how many mil- 
lions are laviſhed in the ſupport of armaments, and 
how very ſmall a pittance, in compariſon, ſupports the 
parochial clergy, to whoſe important ends, internal 
peace and happineſs, the armaments are only ſubordi- 
nately, mechanically, and remotely ſubſervient. That 
miniſter or financier, whatever the world may think, 
poſſefles a narrow and unphiloſophical mind, who efti- 
mates the good of a people ſolely by the extent of their 
commerce and the Jargeneſs of the revenue. When 


4 theſe are in their moſt flouriſhing ſtate, the people as ? 
2 indiriduals, and therefore the nation, may be in their 

* decline. Luxury and vice of every kind may be dif- 

. fuling miſery among all the individuals in the nation; 

I A ad can there be a national happineſs independent of 

© bi the happineſs of the majority of individuals, or con- 

* lent with their miſery ? According to the wretched 

o be tem of worldly-minded politicians, there can. Nay, 

mer wren the miſery of individuals is often promoted and 

nan 3 WY eouraged, in order to inereaſe this political happineſs, 

; own which exiſts only an ideal phantom. Intoxication and , 
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ming, for inſtance, as they increaſe the revenue, are 
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8 owes to the Diſſenting Miniſters. The gravity „ 


.abunda:rce, But the candid and the confiderate will 
conſider their poverty as one of their chief honours. 
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at this moment taci -- throughout En gland, 
The conſum yy rave us liquors, though [ 
millions at home, * · to ſupport thouſands in the Wl, 
wars abroad, which ambition and e rende 6 
politically neceſſa y. 1 | 
But the cletgy recommend innocence, contentment, | 
temperance, and all the moral virtues,” with all te 
bleſings: and comforts which attend them; and wich 
to their national utility, let a liberal and bene- 
volent man coufider, what/an advantage it is to he 
moral inſtructors diffuſed over the m, eſtabliſhed 
in the remoteſt villages, not only among the poliſhed, 
but 2 ho rudeſt 1 ez men, toy. | 
probably relapſe into iſm and ſava ta 
their minds were not cultivated. by — — 
powerfully recommending. by the moſt — 
all that is humane and friendly to human nature — 
civil ſociety. And yet the public, Who pay a foldier 
liberally and cheerfully, often, in this a e 
reluctance what the law of God and of their country ha 
allotted to the clergyman, and what his order Can 
claim by the moſt ancient 1 
Iwill here pay that tribute of ref which juſtice 


manners, and their judicious conduct in a variety of 
inſtances, has deſervedly procured them a very conf- 
derable ſhare of public eſtimation. Many among them, 
beſides a Watts, have illuſtriouſly NN human na- 
ture. 

Wich reſpect to the order of Oe on whom the 
eſlential buſineſs of a national clergy chiefly e 
all the reſpect which is due to the'clergy ere 
and to the active clergy in particular, is 22 putably 
due to them. The mediocrity of their ſtipends may 
indeed degrade them in the eyes of the rich vulgar; in 
the eyes of thoſe, who, feeling the obvious good of 
money, and inſenſible to other excellence, idolize Man- 
mon, and deſpife thoſe who poſſeſs it not in ſuperſuom i 


'That they are capable of maintaining a decent appear- 


ance, .and diſcharging the 9 which 2 
| 9 
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10. 
nd, o their ſubſiſtence, with an income leſa than that of 
an many mechanics, reflects more true honour on them, 
dan would be derived from the poſſeſſion of an ample 
der BY fortune. Though pride may fpurn them, God will 
be their protector; and when they perform their ar- 
nt, ¶ duous duties with conſcientious regularity, even bad men 
the' nut yield them an inyoluntary deference. Is 
ith When indeed they affected — the charaQter of 
ne. udertines and rakes, and dreſs themſelves ſo as to ſug- 
* reſt an idea that they are aſhamed of appearing as cler- 
het emen; when they take the lead in public diverſions ; 
el, cken they are eminently careleſs and immoral ; then it 
uid i neither to be wondered nor lamented, that they are 
„1 puniſhed with univerſal contempt. But the world is 
res, prone to be malignantly cenſorious, and to require a i 
ns, degree of perfection which no mortal can uniformly 
and diſplay, whatever may be his office, whatever his vir- 
_ tues, and whatever his intentions. 22 
uniform profli can ſcarcely be treated with too 
has much rigour, IA it appears in thoſe who have ſepa- 
c ted themſelves to inculcate good precepts, and to ex- 4 
a hibit good examples; but when we find ourſelves in- 
tice 0 cenſure a clergyman for a {mall fault, and with- 
bear ot palpable reaſons, ler us aſk our own hearts, whe= 
der, if we were in their place, we ſhould be able to 
al- WW preſerve an unerring rectitule ? 
en, [ have thus uſed that liberty of ſpeaking my ſenti- 
0%; WW ments which every man poſſeſſes, with a view to vindi- 
cate the general character of the clergy. They are in- 
the red — able to defend themſelves; but every 
individual ought to contribute ſomething to the general 
ral, defence, when the ättack is general. And I have the 
tber undertaken this buſineſs, from a con viction, that 
027 "ben the clergy are deſpiſed,” they will degenerate; 
* and that with them will decline the morals, the learn- 


ug, the religion, and the importance of my country. 
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VT appears from a review of the world, that where. 
ever man is denied the enjoyment of civil liber 
he not only loſes. much of his natural happinefs, bat 
much of his natural dignity; His ſpirit 4s. broken, hi 
ſentiments are depraved, and he ſeems contented to lea 
a life merely animal. Athens ſtill ſtands, but where 
the Athenians ? EN, oY 
It is not indeed true, that the arts of painting, ſculp- 
ture, and architecture, cannot flouriſh in the land of def 
potiſm. The productions of theſe contribute tothe pleaſure 
of the luxurious, conſidered only as ornamental fur. 
niture ; they will therefore be bought atſa high price; 
and where the artiſt is rewarded amply, ingenuity and 
manval labour will eagerly co-operate in producing 
works of imitation. The hope of gain will excite con- 
petition, and competition will produce emulation, aud 
emulation excellence. Hiſtorical facts might be ad. 
duced to prove the truth of this theory; for the bel 
productions of art have appeared in the arbitrary g6 
vernments of Europe, and ſome of the worſt in the fe- 
blican. Indeed it is by no means certnin, that the 
imitative arts, by politic perverſion, may not be. ren- 
dered ſubſervient to the purpoſes of introducing deſpo- 
tiſm. A nation of Dilettanti are not likely — 
very manly ſtand againſt the encroachments of that 
royal power under which they find their imbecility pro- 
tected. We ſhall not eaſily find a Hampden an, a con- 
noiſſeur. When public places of pleaſure multiply i 
the capital, and the encouragement which ſhould be 
given to active virtue and to literature, is transferred to 
artiſts, the jealous guardian of the liberties of his coun- 
try may juſtly increaſe his vigilance. The arts ought 
to be encouraged ; but they ought alſo to be kept it 
their proper ſubordination : for what are they in then. 
ſelves? After all that the conceited and the rr 
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to taſte have advanced, they are but means of amuſe- 
ment. They are indeed the means of moſt elegant and 
telightful amuſement; but that which is only the 
means of amuſement, muſt poſſeſs à lower rank than 
purſuits which tend to give ſtability to empire, to en- 
lighten the intellects, to reform the morals of the peo- 
ple, and to found political happineſs on the broad and 
maſſy baſis of moral virtue, manly fortitude, and reli- 
gious confidence, |. 2%] | 
But it is not with the virtues as with the arts. If 

they thrive at all in an arbitrary government, they 
thrive like exotic plants, which can never poſſeſs their 
native vigour or maturity, But what is life in circum- 
ances which preclude every us exertion which 
can render life rationally valuable? When man is com- 


pelled to fleep away his exiſtence, or | it'in a 
weariſome reiteration of the animal ions, life i» 


not life; and it is, we may therefore conclude, a ra- 
tional, as well as enthuſiaſtic — * inde- 
pendent Engliſnman feels for liberty. | 
Bat liberty is too often miſunderſtood, and the miſ- 
taken ideas of it ſometimes endanger its continuance. 
Vice alſo, when it becomes enormous and univerſal, is 
Inevitably fatal to mo I mean then to derive an 
additional argument in favour of virtue, from its con- 
reftion with liberty, and from its efficacy in giving ſta- 
bility and authority to the political conſtitution of a 
free country. And certainly, if the love of our country 
s fo ”__ as the pretenfions to it, many who are ad- 
ated to libertine practices and principles will be led 
to encourage, by precept and- example, that decency 
and regularity, that temperance and induſtry, that re- 
ligion and fortitude, which conſtitute a better bulwark 
ganſt attacks upon our liberty, than our boaſted fleets 
and armies. I believe they will find, that the feveral _ 
national vices, which I ſhall preſently enumerate, are 
Fly adverſe to the ence and permanency of 
egal freedom. «44 | 
Without examining the definitions of politicians or 
logicians, I call that a Rate of liberty in which every 
raced wu | „and free agency, is ſecured or 
arcumſcribed. by fon, * have been agreed to by 
* = 
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the majority of the people at large, either direciy c 
indirectly either in their own perſons, or by à repre. 
ſentation primarily and tacitly, if not expreſiy, a. 
lowed by the people, for the convenience of public de. 
bate; which, public debate could never come to-a con- 
cluſion, if the debating aſſembly were com of 
every individual in an empire. Salutary reſtraint. is, 


then, the very principle of liberty; and they who, 


from their reſtſeſs diſpoſitions, or from miſapprehenfion, 
endeavour to throw off every ſpecies of coercion, are in 
reality , enemies, to that freedom which they pretend to 
promote. | 


But of theſe the number is ſmall, in compariſon with 


others; who, without thinking of conſequences which 


appear to them remote, ſlide imperceptibly into a con- 
duct, which, though it does not deſtroy the fair fabti 
of liberty at once, and by an aſſault, gradually ſaps it 


- 


foundations 14 Ny. 7 

Luxury Me be indulged to exceſs in a rich 
and powerful country, abounding both, with internal 
and imported commodities of that ſpecies. which can be 
only fubſervient to \ prepare and oſtentation. Every 
year. brings an increaſe to luxury; for, as it is founded 
in a great meaſure oh. vanity, the rich will be perpe- 
tually ſeeking diſtinction. As ſoon as they have dil- 
played one mode of luxury, it is imitated; and, in order 
to obtain diſtinction, another mode muſt be adopted; 
and this dereliction and adoption proceeds in perpetual 
ſucceſſion. No fortune PAK ae unbounded expence; 
and the conſequence is, .that;the great and noble are 


ſoon impoyeriſhed : but vanity. is, ia general, à more 


powerful principle than patriotiſm ; and therefore, for 

the ſake of, ſupporting a figure in liſe, they who ought 
to ſtand; up. as the guardians! of,, conſtitutional. hberty 

come ready to make ; any... ſacritice..to a miniſter, in 
exchange, for. a lucrative employment. 1 The middle 
and the loweſt, ranks follow the example of the nobles, 
by incurring expences which neither their patramonies 


nor their perſonal induſtry can ſupport. . They chere. 


fore become alike dependent and ſervile, and in the 
extremities of their diſtreſs are ready to ſell their birth- 
right for a mels of pottage. But beſides that ns 
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by involving; all orders in diſtreſs, deprives; them f 
their independence, it naturally tends to weaken the 
anderm and vitiate the morals of the people. 
But no weak or bad man can ever entertain a pros 

per love for liberty, or have it in this power to aſſert it 
when infringed. - 'I'bey who are immerſed in; volup- 
tuouſneſs, whether. of the table or of any groſſer kind, 
will conſider. liberty and the love of our country as 
names only fitted to adorn a poem, a romance, or a 
{chool-boy's declamation. They who build houſes, 
and heap up: coſtly, pictures and furniture, with the 
money of an honeſt artizan or mechanic, will, be, 

glad to be emancipated from the hands of a bailiff by 
tie ſale of their ſenatorial ſuffrage. Luxury indeed 
ciſpoſes to general indolence; and he who is overcome 
by its deceltful allurements, will think it a fortunate 


| 


. 
:, 


change to be freed. fram the .noiſe, and turbulence of 


liberty by the dead repoſe of deſpotiſm., A. BEAD 

Levity, which is indeed intimately allied to luxury, 
is fatal to liberty. They who -reſolye never to think 
ſeriouſly, will ſaffer themſelves to be robbed of all that 
is valuable, without reluctance. Nothing can be more 
remote from levity, than the characters of thoſe among 
the ancients who diſtinguiſhed themſelves as the cham- 
pions of the natural rights of mankind. The very idea 
of Brutus, in the dreis and with the grimace and the 
levity of a modern Frenchman, and of a modern Eng- 
limman who apes the Frenchman, is laughable. What- 
ever is great and valuable in ſociety requires ſpirit and 
vigilance to perfect and preſerve it; for nothing great 
and valuable is perfected and preſerved by chance. But 
bow ſhall he contribute an adequate ſhare to the com- 
mon maſs of public good in the ſenate, in the ſield, on 
the bench, in the pulpit, or in the family, whoſe mind 
is engroſſed by troubles and vanities, and who ſhrinks 
from all that is ſerious, as the bane of his fancied hap- 
— They who have raiſed an empire have always 

en grave and ſevere; they who have ruined it have 
been uniformly diſtinguiſhed for their diſppation. It is 

e predominance of mental ſtrength which contributes 
chiefly to ſuperior ſtrength. of empire. If it be true, 
then, that. we 0 WRPUS IT levities of a foreign na- 
| 4 f tion 
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tion which has never known the ſweets of liberty ; is 
it be true, that the greater part of the p are for 
ever in purſuit of ſcenes of diſſipation; I it be true, 
that our manners are univerſally trifling, and our con- 
verſation futile ; it is time that thoſe who value li 
mould take the alarm, and endeavour to ſet better ex. 
amples, leſt it ſhould appear, that amidf all our plex. 
ſures we are preparing ſlavery for our children; an idez 
which ought to embitter the ſweeteſt of them in the 
midſt of enjoyment. | ; 

The want of a liberal and manly education will ren. 
der us unable to perceive the value of liberty, It will 
alſo prevent the acquiſition of that dignity and autho- 
rity — —_— alone on make a ſucceſsful ſtand 
againſt the e chments of power. Ignorance is mean, 
— cannot make thoſe generous ſaeriſices which our 
duty to our country demands, when its liberties are en- 
dangered. A mind deftitute of a proper education will 
de eafily deluded by the ſophiſtical arguments of thoſe, 

who, to ſerve felhſh purpoſes, are reach to explain 
away every dear-bought privilege, with a view to make 
converts to doctrines detrimental to the rights of man- 
kind. And with reſpect to thoſe who are educared in- 
dced, but educated in the manners and ſentiments of a 
holtile country, though they may be deſcended from 
Tucors and Plantagenets, their hearts are not Engliſh. 
They conkider all our virtues, and all our rdigiens 
ſcruples, as inſular prejudices z- and if Engliſhmen were 
to permit them to import their improvements, they 
would eſtabliſh a Grand Monargue, and ſhew that they 
think the world was made for dukes, marquiſes, lords, 
and counts, to take their paſtime in; and that fuch 
canaille as the body of Engliſh freeholders are only fit 
to be cuiſiniers or perruquiers, to decorate their apiſh 
perſons, and tickle their vitiated palates. 

It needs no argument to prove, that an inordinate 
attachment to ſelf-intereſt, that the exceſſive love of 
money or venality, tends directly to ſubyert our liber- 
ties; for he who is incline& to do any thing to promote 
his ſordid intereſt, will ſel! his ſhare of his country's 
rights as ſoon as he finds a willing purchaſer, When 


the African prince pronounced, that all was 4 
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Rome, Roman virtue was departed. Liberty would riot 
linger when deſerted by Virtze, but left the throne to 
deo, who aſſumed the imperial purple, and for 
curſed mankind. : | | 

An exceſſive zeal for liberty, like all exceffire zeal, 
injures the cauſe-it means to ſerve. Faction and ſedi- 
ton diſgrace free countries, and introduce ſuch evils as 
make the lovers of repoſe almoſt wiſh for the tranquil- 
ny of deſpotiſm. ullitions will ſometimes ariſe in 
2 free community, like humours in a healthy body x 
id, when they preſerve the limits of moderation, they 
ue to be conſidered as ſymptoms of a ſound confſlity- 
non. But when they riſe too high, and continue too Jon 
they are like a gangrene, which gradually diffuſes jieſelf 
till it deſtroys the vitality of the ſubje& from which it 
originates. 
vill indeed be found, that all conduct which is exten= 
ſively injurious to individuals, is injurious to the * <1 

e 


tic, And I hope it will be adopted as an inconte 
truth, that political good, like moral good, when it is 
ſolid and ſubſtantial, is always the reſult of an adherence 
to reaſon and virtue, prudence and religion, 


ä 
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No. XII. on THAT KIND OF WISDOM WHICH 
CONSISTS IN ACCOMMODATION, AND COM= 
PLIANCE, WITHOUT ANY PRINCIPLES' BUT 
THOSE OF SELFISHNESS. Arms | 

- - A 


HERE is a mean and ſneaking kind of wiſdom 

(I can allow it no better epithet) which marks the 
preſent times, and confiſts in a compliance with the in- 
linations, and an aſſent to the opinions, of thoſe with 
vhom we converſe, however oppoſite they may be ts 
our own, or to thoſe we complied with or affented to in 
the laſt company we were in. And this cunning and 
cautious proceeding is honoured with the name of true 
politeneſs, good ſenſe, and knowledge of the world; 
or, to ſpeak in the technical language of faſhion, 
D's” -: taking 
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taking the tor of your company. When it is cloſely 
examined, it ꝓpears to originate in timidity, and in: 
mean and e-ceffive regard to ſelf-intereſt, and to be dt. 
terly inconfiſtent with the principles of honeſty. «4 
«« perſon of diſcretion,” ſays the ſenſible and ſatirical 
Collier, “will take care, not to embarrafs'his life, nor 
.** expoſe himſelf to calumny, nor let his conſcience 
grow too ſtrong for his intereſt; he never eroſſes ; 
16 prom miſtake, nor oppoſes any. miſchief tha 
«© has numbers and preſcription on its fide, His point 
„js to ſteal upon the blind fide, and apply to the 
«« affeftions; to flatter the vanity and play upon the 


*« weakneſs of thoſe in power or intereſt; and to make 


his fortune out of the folly of his neighbours,” 
I fay then, that a man who adopts this conduct, 
however plauſible his appearance, however oily hi 


tongue, and benevolent his profeſſions, is not an honet 


man. He wceuld not for the world contradict you, or 
expreſs his difapprobation 'of your taſte or your choice 
in any reſpect. But why would he not? (Is it becauſe 
he really thinks and feels as you do? Impoſſible. For 
he will aſſent to opinions diametrically oppoſite, as ſoon 
as he goes from your door to your next neighbour. I: 
it becauſe he is ſq abundantly good-natured as to, fear 
leſt he ſhould give you pain by contradiction? Believe 
it not. It is true indeed, that he fears to contradis 
you; but it is only left he ſhould loſe your favour; and 
It is a maxim with him to court every individual, for 
be may one day want his aſſiſtance in accompliſhing the 
objects of his covetouſneſs or his ambition. While, 
therefore, he is entering into your views, approving 
your taſte, confirming your obſervations; What thin! 
you paſſes in his mind? Himſelf is the ſubje& of his 
thoughts; and while you imagine that he is concurring 
with your opinion, and admiring your judgment, he 1s 
only meditating how he may mot eaſily infinuate him- 
ſelf into your favour. Such cautious, timid, ſubtle 
men are very common in the world, and fo are high- 
waymen and pickpockets. w 

It muſt be owned, with regret, that this deceitful 
intercourſe is the general mode of converſe among thoſe 
clevated beings who have ſeparated themſelves from _ 
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reſt of mankind, under the name of People of Faſhion. 
In this exalted region, you muſt learn to take the tone 
of every body with whom you converſe, except indeed 
the vulgar. With the grave you muſt be grave, and 
with the gay you mult be gay; with, the vicious yon 
muſt be vicious, and with. the good and learned. as 
good and learned as the, beſt of them, if ou can; but 
if you are not quite adept enough in diſimulation to . 
have attained this excellence, it is ſafeſt to keep out af 
their way; for they are apt to ſpeak diſagreeable 
truths, and to be quite inſufferable & tet, This verſa- - 
tility and duplicity of the grande monde. may indeed 
conflitute. a man of the ward; but let it be remem- 
bered,. that a book of ſome authority claſſes: the world, 
when ſpoken of in this ſenſe, with the devil. 
The over-cautious wiſe men of theſe times are very 
fond of getting into the company of an honeſt man; 
and, by throwing out leading ideas, or by aſking queſ- | 
tions, they contrive to learn all his ſentiments without 
uttering an opinion of their own. I have known ſome of 
theſe cloſe gentlemen of the volte /cio/zo and the penfers 


on eretti, ſo reſerved and mytterious, and at the ſame 
I: time ſo inquiſitive, that you would have imagined . 
ar them commiſſioned ſpies of an American congtreis, or 


ve members of the privy- council at home, if you had not 
2 pare that their heads were. as. empty as, their 
rts were cowardly. If, after you have opened your- 
* ſelf, you aſk their opinion, they anſwer, that really they 
e do not know what to ſay, they have not quite made 
, up their minds; ſome e they find think one way, 
N and ſome another. ich reſpect to themſelves, though 
they were very doubtful indeed, yet your arguments 
$ ſeem almoſt to have made them converts to your opi- 
: nions ; and, whatever the event may be, vou have 
fully proved that reaſon is of your fide; or, if it is not, 
you have ſhewn amazing, ingeguity and abilities in 
| layin. ſo mach on a fide which cannot be defendec 
| » after having gained their point of ſounding 
your ſentiments, the converſation .turns to the topics 
of the weather or the wind. 47.4 | J 
They 1 a moſt outrageous affectation of candour. 
They are always ready to make allogances for the in- 
„ firmities. 


* 
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firmities of human nature, when arivaloran objeg ſel 
of their hatred is to be injured, and then, though it h co 
not their diſpoſition to be cenſorious, though it is well en 
known they always palliate what they can, yet, in this th 
ticular cafe, they will whiſper, what they would no; ce 
Foeak loud, nor have go any farther ; they will whif. to 
per, that they believe the rt, however horrid, to m 
be krieth true, and indeed rather a favourable account; fl: 
for if you knew as much as they do, they infinuae th 
that would be ſhocked indeed : but, however, in 
they declare they will not in candour diſcloſe what they e 
know. So that we may conclude, as indeed is often 
the caſe, that badneſs of heart is allied with their 
puſillanimity. They are affe&edly kind when their 
ſelfiſh views are to he promoted by kindneſs, and really 
| malevolent. when the ſame purpoſes are more effeQually 
ſerved by malevolence. | | 
Where this compliance and aſſent, this caution, and 
this candour, ariſe from a natural tenderneſs of diſp 
fition and ſoftneſs of nature, as they ſometimes do, 
they are almoſt amiable and certainly excuſable ; but 
as the effects of artifice, they muſt be deſpiſed, The 
perſons who poſſeſs them are, indeed, themſelves dupes 
of their own deceit, when they think others are de- 
luded by it. For exceſſive art always betrays itfelf; 
and many, who do not openly take notice of the de- 
ceiver, from motives of delicacy and tenderneſs for his 
character, ſecretly deride and warmly reſent his inef- 
fectual ſabrilty. Cunning people are apt, as it has 
been well obſerved, to entertain too mean an opini 
of the intellects of thoſe with whom they converſe, and 
to ſuppoſe that they can be moved like puppets by the 
ſecret wires which they play behind the curtain, But 
the poppets are often refractory, and the ſpeRators a- 
l 7 (UG. 


ways di | 
| E. views are the uſual motives which allure 
the ſycophant to his mean ſubmiſſions. But where lu 
crative views are freatly predominant, a truly reſped- 
able man is ſeldom found. Covetouſneſs is ſo greedy 
a paſſion, that it not only attracts to itfelf its proper 
objects, but ſwallows up almoſt every other affection. 
Man indeed naturally and properly is attached to hi- 
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ſelf; but a liberal education, united to a good nature 
corrects the exceſs of ſelfiſhneſs, and enables us to find 
enjoyment in many 'purſuits, Which are conducive to 
the good' of ſociety. But when, all is made to con- 
centre in ſelf, and when the mind is ſo contracted as 
to ſee no good but licre, it brings its proper puniſh- 
ment upon itſelf, by a voluntary condemnation to a 
laviſh, a timid, and an anxious exiſtence. So that 
the contemptible characters which I have been deſerib- 
ing are, in truth, enemies to ſelf, even whew they are 
excluſively devoted to it. e | 
There are others who adopt the puſillanimity of mean 
compliance and fervile aſſent, oy a wiſh to paſs quietly 
and ſmoothly through life without the aſperities or 
noiſe of oppoſition. This wiſh may certainly be car- 
ried to exceſs, Every man is bound by his religion, 
and by his regard to himſelf, his family, and his coun- 
try, to ſeek peace, 'Bur it will not be ſecured by un- 
manly ſubmiſſions, A proper degree of ſpirit and for- 
titude is as neceſſary to preſerve tranquillity as a paci- 
fc diſpoſition. Internal peace is infinitely more va- 
luable than external; but he who is always afraid to 
own his ſentiments, and is led into the mazes of deceit 
and duplicity, will find, amid his fears and his con- 
trivances, his boſom agitated with emotions by no 
means tranquil and ſerene, Add to this, that the 
ſpiritleſs ſervility of a mean but faſhionable time-ſerver, 
will often invite inſult, as it will deſerve contempt. © 
In truth, every ſenſible man forms opinions on ever) 
thing which preſents itſelf, 'and every honeſt man dares 
to avow them, when there is no evident reaſon” for 
their concealment, If a man has virtuous, religious, 
and patriotic principles, he injures all thoſe cauſes 
which he muſt wiſh to ſerve, by fearing to 1 1 n- 
ly, on proper occafions, his inward conviction. . 1 
r his duty to do ſo a, * it is a 3217 n 56 be of 
confidence to the virtuous, by profeſſing à wi 
rnblene 10 the ele by Pede ab wn 10 e 
But that wiſdom, which confiſts in political compli. 
ance, without regard to the antiquated nbtiong of mi 
fitneſs or unfitneſs, is no lefs viſible in public than in 
private life, It is not the honeſt upright man, whoſe 
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heart is as open as his countenance, who is judged wor. 

thy of great offices and employments. It is the var. 
| niſhed character, which, while it holds ont the beg 

profeſſions, is capable of co-operating. in all the mean 

artifices, Which are often, according to the-narrow (yl. 

tem of worldly politics, politically, neceſſary. In the 
employments of ſtate, he, who cannot, meanly ſubmit 

to time-ſerying, will not often be able to ſerve himielf, 
or be permitted to ſerve his county. 
In public meaſures, particularly thoſe. which concern 
religion for inſtance, it is inſinuated, that not what ig 
ſtrictly and morally right, or ſtrictly and morally wropg, 
is to be conſidered ſo. much, as What is ſeaſonable, 
what the times and the preſent ſyſtem of manners will 
bear. At one time, popery is to be encouraged; be- 
cauſe we are threatened with an invaſion, 1 the pa- 
Piſts are a numerous and rich body, capable of greatly 
aſliſting us as friends, or annoying us as. enemies. At 
another time, popery is to be diſcountenanced by writ- 
ings, by laws, by axes, and by faggots. At one time, 
Chriſtianity is to be propagated by miſſionaries Wherever 
we make a diſcovery ; at another, we are to, viſit and 
reviſit the iſles of the Southern ocean, and not a wih 
be expreſſed by the rulers civil or eccleſiaſtic, for, the 
converſion of the poor Otaheiteans and Ulieteans. At 
one time, eccleſiaſtics ſhall rule the nation; and at 
another time, not be permitted to ſhare the leaſt au- 
fhority. The times will not bear ecclefiaſtica] inter- 
ference, and therefore the ſpiritual lords ſhall fit and 
hear the inſults of a graceleſs peer, or ſee laws enacted 
which affect the proteſtant religion, or the general ſlate 
of national manners and eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, in 
filent acquieſcence, as if they were the novices of a 
Pythagoras, inſtead of men commiſſioned by the awful 
ſanction of Jeſus Chriſt and the laws of their country. 
They content themſelves with the practice of mode- 
ration; but there are circumſtances, in which the mol 
chriſtian forbearance becomes treachery and cowardice. 
But the times will not bear eccleſiaſtical authority. 
Now who is it, who makes the times what they are? 
Even thoſe, whoſe exceſſive caution and cowardly 
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that zeal is not hir deficient which is the gums 
reſult of ſincerity, If policy only regulates the con- 
guct of the clergy, the poor ſceptical laity will be in- 
dined to ſuſpect, that the noble ſyſtem of the eſtabliſhed 
religion 15 dated on that policy, which they ſee is 
the chief means uſed to ſupport it. I have no doubt, 
but that both the civil and eccleſiaſtical. departments of 
ile ſtate would flouriſh more ſucceſsfully, if that con- 
duct was followed in their . which ſhines openly 
in the eyes of mankind as the reſult of truth and ho- 
neſty, than when thoſe petty tricks and that tempo- 
rizing management are purſued, which lead the 
yerned to deſpiſe the perſons, and diſobey the authority, 
of the governor. * Let legal 2 openly dictate 
what is right, when meaſured by the great eternal 
ſtandard of truth and juſtice, and then let legal power 
enforce the practice. The times would then be conform- 
ed to the W and not the rulers, by a ſtrange per- 
verſion, to the 2 * gt I R 2 1 ; 
But here I pauſe, and ought perhaps to haye t 
before, if it bs tout as Biſhop urd 3 Dk 2 in bis 
Sermons, ** that to dictate in, ſuch, matters to perſons 
« wiſer than ourſelves, or to perſons who, by their fta- 
© tiens and charactert, ſhould, in all reaſon, be ſuppoſed 
« ayiſer, is a manifeſt indiſcretion, and can never be 
attended with any conſequences, - Were we 
ever ſo able to inſtruct, or were they ever /o much in auant 
, infirution, prudence would ſuggeſt a very different 
„conduct. It would recommend to us all the honeſt 
* arts of in/inuation and addreſs ; it would oblige us to 
* watch the fine ſeaſons and opportunities, or per- 
** haps to content ourſelves with the flent admonition 
of 2 good example, Or, were there nothing in the 
* rank and condition of thoſe we would work upon, 
to reſtrain us to this caution, we might even be re- 
* quired to ſhew a condeſcenſion to their prejudices 
* and humours,” I then muſt be filent ; but ſer ol 
Collier be permitted t6 f % To come,” ſays he, 
from the ſtate to the church. He that would be an 
© agreeableecclefiaſtic,muſt ſurvey the poſture of things, 
and examine the balance of intereſts, and be well 
read in the inclinations and averſions of 8 
F | 1 n 
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&« lity; and then his bufineſs will be, to follow the 
* Toudeſt cry, and to make his tack with the wind, 
Let him never pretend to cure an epidemical dem. 
per, nor fall ont with a faſhionable vice, nor queſto 
% the infallible judgment of the multitude,” 
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No. XIII. 4 PRUDENT AND ELEGANT CH4- 
RACTER EXEMPLIFIED IN THE CHARACTER 
OF ATTICUS, | ou 
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EW among the ancient Romans have approached 

fo nearly to x perfect character as Atticus. To the 
nobleſt inſtances of exalted wiſdom and liberality, he 
added a peculiar elegance of life, ſeldom obtained even 
by thoſe who probably poſſeſs a taſte for its beauty. 

But his reputation has of late been ſullied by detrac- 
tion. The Abbe St, Real, in the wantonneſs of idle 
ingenuity, has attempted to derogate from his charac- 
ter, by 8 veracity of his biographer, Cor. 
nelius Nepos. Unluckily for St. Real, the princi 
paſſage he has quoted from Cicero to convie the hi 
rian of falſehood is manifeſtly corrupt, and, when re- 
ſtored to its obvicus ſenſe, proves nothing to the pur. 
poſe, as is ſhewn py Res elegant Melmoth in his agree- 
able remarks on  Cicero's Eſſay on Old Age. The 
Abbe, however, takes upon him to repreſent this ami- 
able man as a time ſerver, and an artful politician, 
whoſe wiſdom confifted in little elſe than a fagacious 
attention to his own ſafety. % 28 

The penetrating Middleton has alſo ſpoken leſs fa- 
yourably of the friend of Cicero, than might have been 
expected. He infinuates, that his Epicurean principles 
taught him a ſelfiſh caution, totally incompatible with 
the cordiality of friendſhip. To this prudent, though 
not very honourable ſelf-regard, he attributes it, that 
not one letter of Atticus was publiſhed, though not le 
than fixteen books of Cicero to Atticus have deſcended 
to the preſent times. e 


0. 14+ 


eas. But St. Real has too haſtily rejected the honour- 
able teſtimony which Nepos has borne in his favour; 
aud Middleton ſeems to have been too much HR 
aint him, by a ſingle paſſage of Seneca. Seneca aſ- 
erted, that if Cicero had not drawn Atticus into no- 
ice, he would have remained unknown. This, how- 
ever, may be true, without diminiſhing his merit. 
How could he have come down to poſterity, but - 
ther with the fame of his illuſtrious friend ; fince 

wok not an active part in politics, which might have 
riven him a place in the page of hiſtory, and erected 
no literary monument for the preſervation of his own 


lory ? | 
% therefore, the -charaRter of his contemporary 
Cornelius Nepos is eftabliſhed as an hiſtorian, the fame 


i er ap hs Shi; bee pes ds UG 
In anſwer to the , that- was 2 me 

witer, and was little regarded by his own age, it muſt 
be affirmed that he was, as we are told by Gellius, the 
familiar friend of Cicero. It is faid alſo, that a ſtatue 
was erected to him by his countrymen of Verona, If 
there are defeRts in any of the writings that paſs under 
his name, they are attributed to tions of 
pu Probas. —— — allowed to be his = 

a maſterpiece of ſweet poliſhed compoſition. 
Cicero fpeaks highly of him, and he is particularly 
hon by Catullus and both the Plinies. He lived 
it the ſame time with Atticus, and, had he afferted 
my notorious untruths, would foon have been refuted 
by the rn voice of living witnefles, who are fel- 
e "OREN 10 "the FORE 
prai Ms : 392 | 


But, ſetting aſide ity, it may be ſaid, that the 
uncont matter of fact, the intimate connection 
of Atticus with oppoſite parties, with Czfar and with 
Pompey, with Antony and with Brutus, with Cicero, 
Clodius, and Hortenfius, is a proof of uncommon ma- 
nagement, not to ſay duplicity, From this fact, how- 
erer, I would deduce a different inference. - His _ 

amp 
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There is, it muſt be owned; on a flight review, a 
oreat appearance of infincerity in the conduct of Atti- 


of Atticus remains undiminiſhed by the cavils of mo- 
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ſhip with the: greateſt men of his times, hateyer were 


their political diviſions, does honout boch to hie mode. th 
ration and integrity. Had he congeganed himſelf with | 

faction, no cunning could have ſecured, him from the cc 
hatred of ſome, of the parties, and a-ſubſequent/ pro- 00 
ſcription, Had he dronge mean, baſe, artſul, he would I 
haye been .pnanimoully, deſpiſed. by all. They ve 
differed in every thing elſe, wauld have agreed in . « 


poſing one whole. villany deſerved 7 4 and w! hoſe 
Influence was, not 89% enough to.juftity connivance, 
The truth ſeems to that he was ſuperior to the lie 
views of party. His general, philanthropy was Hronger 
than his particular attachments, and in his Warm te- 
gard for the excellence of his ſriends, he overlooked 
the failings that cauſed their animoſity. Though be 
lived, at a diſtance from the capital, and thoſe not to 
exert his influence, if he poſſeſſed any, yet ſuch wm 
his perſonal dignity, that, in as intercourſe with Ci- 
cero and the . men of his times, he never ap- 
peared in PB; ht.of an iuferiar. They ſeem, angecd 
Rove 7 a ; +24 with an unuſual deference, and he 
| ears to have efled t that true true di nity, 1 which te- 
ts from real wiſdom and virtue, which no /arti- 
0 or external oſtentation can pr ge. + 00 
That he cultivated a friendſhip, with them, and. 40 
them 21 [gone Bf office that humani ty ireched by dudg: 
ment coul is true: But we hate it pp. cecand, 
that he — ee e alone. Lo cho thoſg who 
wanted his, LA e and As 7 40 repay 
it, he was mil 8 50 it. protected the 
* and family o me when 157 I —— 
he ſent money to B rutus Ag in 12 5 * 
EY Ri ah d, AL o d Fd a Ae, 
an £levate.the.liber Was 1 at 
where he ſound a __ 12 wr = tumult of 
faction. His ſituation in this place yas tr p enviable. 
In the centre of taſte and learning, with a duſcernment 
that enabled him, to ſelect and reliſh che: heſt produc- 
tions, beloved by all around, and even courted by the 
great, he ſpent his time at Athens, in all the elegant 
tranquillity of the refined Epicurus.,, His departure 


= it was publicly la ret of that 
publicly ain 


* 
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diſcerning people reflects an honour on him, far greater 
than an ovation. , 4 ©: $414 $421 i; hate 
| Though a man of taſte, , of letters, of important 
connections, he was yet enabled to give attention to 
domeſtic c ο my. His ſamil regulations were pecu- 
liar indeed, but ſach as became à philofopher. All 
his ſervants were qualified to read to him, and to per- 
ſorm the office of? amanuenſes. He was el 


egant, ſays 
Woo, nor _magnificene ; le did, not profuſe The 

nnaffected beauty of delicate neatneſs was his object, 
not the oſtentation of opulence, 7 r 901 
A very diſtinguiſhed and honourable part of his as 
raſter was his utter deteſtation of deceit. He abhorred 
alie. A circumſtance which renders the charge of a 
ime ſerving duplicity improbable. That he appeared 
little affected with his friend Cicero's misfortunes, is not 


ſo much to be attributed to inſincerity, as to ſome up- 
. atly weak condutt in Cicero himſelf. 4 pers 
25. aps Cicero complained of it without ſufficient 3 
led WY for adverſity ig querulou ns. 
* The goodneſs of his diſpofition was diſplayed in the 


conſtancy of his attachments, and in the delight he felt 
in acts of beneficefice ; but it ſhone. no w more 
amiably than in his behaviour as a ſan and a brother. His 
mother lived to the age of - ninety ;- and he uſed to 
mention with pleaſure,, that he never was involved with 
her in one moment,s diſagreement... He gloried in liv, 
ing on the moſt affectionate terms with his ſiſtr. 
He died in a good old age. Rut it is to be lamented, 
that, after a long life, as perfect as reaſon unaſſiſted 
could render it, he precipitated his death by refuſing 
ſuſtenance, in order to avgid the recurrence of a pain- 
fal diſeaſe, , He acted conſiſtently with che princip! 
of Epicurus, Whg taught that pain was the, —— 
bon e at EINE 
are refuted. ſuch, errors, ze. lived in-a lat 
and been the 99 a greater than n 
Delineated by the pencil of Cornelius Nepos, he 
ſhines forth a beautiful portrait. - Nor can I ſee the uſe 
of thoſe minute enquiries, which tend to lower an 
elevated character. The more examples of human 
excellence, the more honourable and e to 
uman 
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human nature. Truth, indeed, in all caſes ſhould be 
carefully inveſtigated ; but when it already appear, 
eſtabliſhed on the fide of virtue, that reſtleſſneſs of 
learned refearch, which ſeeks to ſap its foundations, is 
not only impertinent, but criminal. 
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F it be true, that the preſent age is more corrupt 
than the preceding, the great mnltiplication of No- 
vels has probably contributed to its degeneracy. Fiſty 
ears ago there was ſcarcely a Novel in the Kingdom, 
omances, indeed, abounded ; but they, it is fup- 
poſed, were rather favourable to virtue. Their pic- 
tures of human nature were not exact, but they were 
flattering reſemblances. By exhibiting patterns of per- 
fection, they ſtimulated emulation to àim at it. They 
led the fancy ary, b a beautiful wilderneſs of delights, 
and filled the heart with pure, manly, bold, and 
liberal ſentiments. . 

Thoſe books alſo, which were written with a view w 
ridicule the more abſurd romantic writers, are them- 
ſelves moſt pleaſing romances, and may be read wich- 
out injury to the morals. Sach is the immortal work 
of Cervantes, Perhaps the fafeſt books of entertain- 
ment for young people are thoſe of decent humour, 
wy excite a laugh, and leave the heart little af- 


Books are more read in youth than in the advanced 
periods of life; but there are feu / perfectly well adapted 
to the young mind. They ſhould be entertaining, ot 
they will not be attended to. They ſhould not be pro- 
found, for they will not be underitood. Entertaining 
books there are in great numbers; but they were not 
written ſolely for young people, and are therefore too 
unguarded in many of their repreſentations. They do 
not pay that reverence which Juvenal afſerts to be due 
to the puerile age, 


That 
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That Richardſon's Novels are written wich the pureſt. 


intentions. of promoting, virtue, none can deny. But 
in the accompliſhment of bor purpoſe ſcenes are laid 
open, which it would be afer co conceal, and ſenti- 
ments excited, Which it would de more advantageous 
to early virtue not to admit. Dangers and temptations 
are pointed out; but many of them are dangers which 
ſeldom occur, and temptations by which few in com- 
pariſon are aſſaulted, It is to be feared, the moral 
view is rarely regarded by youthful and inexperienced 
readers, who naturally pay the chief attention to the 
lively deſcription of love, and its effecke ; and who, 
while they read, eagerly wiſh to be actors in the ſcenes 
which they admire, . 
The cultivated genius of Fielding entitles him to a 
high rank among the claflics. His works exhibit a 
ſeries of pictures drawn with all the deſcriptive fidelity 
of a Hogarth, They are, highly entertaining, and will 
always * read with pleaſure; but they iſe diſ- 
cloſe ſcenes, which may corrupt a mind unſeaſoned 
by experience. | | | 

Smollet undoubtedly poſſeſſed great merit. He 
would, however, have been more generally read among 
the polite and refined, if his humour hud been es 
coarſe, His Peregrine Pickle has, I am convinced, 
done much miſchief; as all books muſt do, in which 
wicked characters are painted in captivating colours. 
And it is adviſeable to defer the peruſal of his works, 
till the jygdgment is mature. 

The writings of ſuch men do, however, diſplay the 
beauties of that-genius, which allures and s the 
attention of the diſcrete reader. But the memoirs, 
private hiſtories, and curious anecdotes, imported from 
our neighbouring land of libertiniſm, have ſeldom any 
thing to recommend them to peruſal but their pro-- 
figary, Yet even theſe, adorned with ſpecious titles, 
and a pert vivacity of language, have found their way 
to the-circulating libraries, and are often obtruded on 
the attention at an early age. 1 | 
The Engliſh preſs has teemed with ſimilar original 
productions. That coarſe taſte, which was introduced 
in the reign of Charles the Second, was greedily 

ory; Tots adopted 
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adopted by the 7 8 reader. At an inflammatory 
age, the fuel of licentious| ideas will always find z 
ready reception, The ſentimental manner ſeems of 
late to have ſupplanted it. But it is matter bf doubt, 
whether even this manner is not equally dangerous. It 
has given an amiable name to vice, and has obliquely 
excuſed the extravagance of the palſions, by re wh 
ing them as the effect of lovely A e leaſt 
refined affections of humanity have loſt their indelicate 
nature, in the ideas of many, when dignified by the 
epithet of ſentimental ; and tranſgreſſions forbidden by 
the laws of God and man, have been abſurdly 

ated, as proceeding from an exceſs of thoſe finer feel- 


. which vanity has arrogated to itſelf as elegant 
an 


given a degree of gracefulneſs to moral deformity, 
The languiſhing and affectledly, ſentimental comp 
ſitions formed on the pattern of Sterne, or of other les 
original Noveliſts, not only tend to give the mind z 
degree of weakneſs, which renders it unable to refiſ 


the. ſlighteſt impulſe of libidinous paſſion, but alſo in- 


directly infinuate, that the ger + is unnatural, What 
then remains to ſupport the feeble efforts of remaining 
virtue, but the abſence of temptation ?* {0 
Buch books, however pernicious their tendency, are 
the molt eaſily obtained. The prudence” of their pub- 
liſhers ſuggelts the expediency of making theta conve- 
niently portable. Every corner of the Kin is 
abundantly ſupplied with them. In vain ie erh e- 
cluded from the corruptions of the living world. Books. 
are commonly allowed them with little reftriftion, as 
innocent amuſements; yet theſe often pollute the heart 
in the receſſes of the cloſet, inflame the pailions at 4 
diſtance from temptation, and teach all the maligntty 
of vice in ſolitude... , einn ieh 
There is another evil ariſing from 4 too early arten- 
tion to Noyels, They fix attention ſo deeply, and af- 
ford ſo lively a pleaſure, that the mind once accuſtomed 
to them cannot ſubmit to the painful taſk of ſerious 
ſtudy. Authentic hiſtory becomes inſipid. The reſerved 
graces of the chaſte matron Truth paſs unobſerved, 
amidſt the gaudy and painted decorations of _ 
; I 


amiable diſtin tions. A ſoftened W has 
0 * ; 
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ho can, rocure a varie of books like G 
— ye by who u pon i Two $i, _ ee, 


ink his. Liv Salluft his 72 or his 
ba He Yo 5H 11 not Nt ady 014 L 14 while he 4 
lead Pamela and Tom Jones, and a thouſand inferior 
and more dangerous novels. 

When the judgment is ripened by refleQion, bo Jad the the 
norals out of 4 nger, every well-written 
laim attention. The man of application may hes 


= find agreeable refreſhnyent, qd ſeverer ſtudy, in the 
5 amuſing pages of a Fielding but the fungous pro- 
1 idion of the common Novel-wright Will be too in- 
ol. fonificant to attract his notice. 

* The extreme infipidity of ſome of our later Novels. 


It might have been ſuppoſed,” would have prevent 


ainment congenial to their nature. And, indeed, the 


7 fuility of the modern Novel almoſt precludes f its power 
* of cauſing any other miſchief} than the conſumption of 


time that might be more uſefull employed. 


it will be aſked, can the young” mind employ itſelf dur- 
ing the hours of neceflary leiſare? To this it may be 
artwered, that when the ſweetened poiſon is removed, 
plain. and wholeſome food will always be relihed, 


b. The growi growing mind Will crave nduriſhment, and will 
. gladly ſeek it it true hiſtories, written in a pleaſin 
4 and eaſy ſtyle, on purpoſe for its uſe. Vo ages x". 
* travels, when not obſeured by ſcientiſie obſervations, 
6 ae always deligktful to youthful curiofity. From in- 
7 —_ narratives, like thoſe of Telemachus, and 
Robinſon Cruſoe, a mind not vitiated by 'a taſte for 


lcentious Novels will derive a very ſenfible pleaſure. 
Let the boy's library conſiſt of 'fuch books as Rollin's, 
Hiſtory, Plutarch's Lives, znd the Spectators; and, 
together with the improvement of his morals and un 
Lertanding, which" he muſt derive from reading them, 
_ will — it in his power to ſpend his Toes time in 
menta peral 
Cigar. amaſctients ron. an 5-1 


* Menn n fl 8T CEE 9 BY 1101 0 


a * MOR A L, Kc K 


their reception. But Aab e minds find in them enter 


If, — Novels are to prohibited, in What, 
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F oop that gives the livelieſt..pleaſue on the bd 
In 


taſte, frequently diſguſts on repetition 3 and thok 

gs: which pleaſe the palate r ſatiety, are 
ſuch as agitate but moderately, and perhaps originally 
cauſed a diſagreeable ſenſation. Mental food 13 4% 


found by experience to nouriſh moſt, and delight the 


longeſt, when it is not luſciouſly ſweet. P ona 
ment and unneceſſary graces, though they may trau. 


rt the reader on a firſt peruſal, commonly occaßon 4 


ind of intellectual ſurfeit, which prevents a ſecond. 
Immoderate embelliſhment is the mark of a puerile 
taſte, of a weak judgment, and à little .genius.. It 
conveys the idea of too great à labour to please an 
idea, which excludes the a nce of eaſe, without 
which it is diflicult-to effect the purpoſe ef pleaſing 
If the reader enters into the author's ſpirit, he 6 
his emotions too rapidly excited to be. conſiſtent with 
pleaſurable feelings. Works acknowledged te be writ 
ten with true taſte, are found for the moſt part to raiſe 
tle emotions; and, when it is neceſfary to call up 
3 violent, the effect is improved ſrom the rarity 
of the attempt. There is a certain equable.fow of 
ſpirits, which keeps the mind in a tone for the admil- 
flon of durable pleaſure ; but which, hen hurmed or 
exalted beyond its natural ſtate, terminates in diſguſt. 
There are feveral books 43 in the 
age, among the youthful and the inexperienced, - 
have a ſweetneſs that palls on the taſte, and à gras- 
deur that ſwells to a bloated turgidity. Suech are ibe 
writings of ſome, modern Germans, The Death of 
Abel 1s generally read, and preferred "may all 
the productions of Greece, Rome, and Englan The 
ſucceſs of this work has given riſe to-others on the ſame 
plan, inferior to this in its real merits, and labouring 
under the ſame fault of redundant decoration, — 
. 8 | x 
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others may feel, I know not; but I would no more be 
obliged to read the works of Geſner repeatedly, than to 
make a frequent meal on the honey-comb. Five wit 

The Meditations of Hervey, and many books of de- 
votion, are written in that rhapſodic ſtyle, which wea- 
ties by its conſtant efforts to elevate the mind to ex- 
cy. They have, it is true, an uſeful effect on the 
mode and uncultivated, who are feldom penetrated but 
by forcible impreſſions; but the pleaſure they give is 
not ſufficiently elegant and refined to attach the more 
poliſhed reader. hoof Sgt N 
Poetical proſe, as all ſuch writings may be called, 
ſeems indeed by no means correſpondent to claſſical 
ideas of beauty. There is no model of it among writers 
in the golden ages, and it has ſeldom been attempted 
by the firſt rank of moderns. Fenelon indeed ſucceed- 
ed in it, but he richly intermixed the beautiful flowers 


4 


originally culled by Homer and Virgil. Genius like 
his, aſſiſted by claſſical learning, may give a grace to 
compoſitions formed on plans not quite conformable to 
the maſt approved taſte. | | 
Many modern ſermons; while their authors aimed at 
ſublimity and a highly figurative eloquence, have be- 
come turgid and affected. The ſimple majeſty of the 
facred writings affords a proper model for ſacred ora- 
tory; and it muſt be owned, to the honour of the re- 
gular clergy, that they have commonly imitated it; 
and that the enthuſiaſtic and pompous harangue has 
uſually been the production of thoſe who have renounced 
reaſon in matters of taſte Is well as of religion. Ad- 
dreſſed to the meaneſt capacities in the lowelt orders, 
it may have produced a deſirable effect in compellin 
their attention, and in warming their inflammable paß 
ſons, But, it is to be feared, its effect was but tem- 
porary, and it is certain that it can never pofleſs a 
place among the elegant works of literature. A Wink 
It is agreeable ta the mind to be occaſionally rouſed 
by a powerful ſtroke ; but it ſuffers a kind of ſmart, 
rom a continual repetition of the blow. It is merely 
teazed and wearied by the feeble yet uninterrapted At- 
ticks of the unſkilful writer, who miſtakes the itch of 
(c1bbling for the impulſe of genius. a 
vor. ]. 1 Phe 
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The Bible, the Iliad, and Shakeſpeare's works, wn 


allowed to be the ſublimeſt books that the world a 


exhibit. They are alſo truly fimple ; and the reader 
is the more affected by their indiſputable ſublimity 
becauſe his attention is not wearied by ineffectual ut 
tempts at it. He who is acquainted with Longinys 
will remember, that the inſtances adduced by that great 
pattern of the excellence he deſcribes, are not rematk. 
able for a glaring or a pompous ſtyle, but derive thei 
claim to ſublimity from a noble energy of thought, mo- 
deſty ſet off by a proper expreſſion, n. 

No author has been more univerſally approved thn Wl: 
Xenophon. Yet his writings diſplay no appearance of | 
ſ} . Hes or majeſty ; nothing elevated or e with | 

gures; no affectation of ſuperfluous - ornament, His 

merit is an unaffected ſweetneſs, Which no affectation 6 
can obtain. The graces ſeem to have conſpired to form 
the becoming texture of his compoſition. And yet, Bl : 
perhaps, a common reader would negle& him, becaufe 
the eaſy and natural air of his narrative rouſes no vio- 
lent emotion. More refined underſtandings perdſe hin 
with delight; and Cicero has recorded that Scipio, 
when once he had opened the bobks of Xenophon, 
would with difficulty be prevailed with to cloſe them, 
His ſtyle, ſays the ſame great orator and . critic, is 
ſweeter than honey, and the muſes themſelves ſeem to 
have ſpoken from his mouth. Fly 

Julius Czfar is thought to have reſembled him in his 
ſtyle, as he did in the circumſtance of profeſſion, He 
has nothing florid or grand, but, like a gentle river, 
flows on with a ſurface unruffled. A wonderful inſtance 
of moderation, to have recounted his own achieve- 
ments with accuracy, yet without being, for a moment, 
betrayed into an unbecoming pomp either of dition or 
repreſentation. Yet with all the gracefulneſs of mo- 
deſty and ſimplicity, he has an air of grandeur that 
commands reſpect. In compariſon with this, oſtenta- 
tious ornament would have been contemptible de- 
formity. 1 1 TI 

Cicero, who underſtood and valued the ſimplicity of 
Xenophon, was, however, himſelf ſometimes guilt) 0 
its violation. He adopted the Afiatic manner in of 
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of his orations, and they are ſometimes more verboſe, 
lifuſe, and affected, than an attic take can patientiy 
endure. But it is a kind of facrilege, as well as pre- 
ſumption, to detract from the deſerved glory of a nay 
who in his life and writings advanced human nature t6- 
high perfection. 4 g 
The French nation is an affected nation; but many 
of their authors have ritten with remarkable ſimpli- 
city, Fontaine, among others, is acknowledged to 
have equalled, in this beauty, the ancient models, 
But they have writers of the other kind, and I muſt 
own, I never could admire many of their boaſted ora- 
tors. Even their Boſſuet and their Bourdaloue are not 
adapted to the taſte of an Engliſh or an Attic audience. 
Simplicity is not in general the diſtinguiſhing beauty 
of Engliſh writers. Their ſpirit and ſolemnity of dif- 
peſition have "ſometimes given their writings an ill- 
placed pomp and magnificence, But the works of an 
Addiſon and a Sterne, and the reception they have 
met with, will vindicate the nation from the charge of 
wanting taſte for ſimple beauty. The ancients haye 
been much imitated in England; and where this is the 
caſe, a taſte for ſimplicity will ſometimes get the bet- 
ter of prevailing gothiciſm. The German manner, it 
is hoped, will never ſupplant the Attic, - | | 
To write in a plain ſtyle appears eaſy in theory; but 
how few in compariſon have avoided the fault of un- 
neceſſary and falſe ornament ! The greater part ſeem 
to have miſtaken unwieldy corpulence for robuſt vi- 
zour, and to have deſpiſed the temperate habit of 
lound health as meagreneſs. The taſte for finery is 
more general than for ſymmetrical beauty and chaſte 
elegance; and many, like Nero, would not be con- 
tent till they ſhould have ſpoiled, by gilding it, the 
latue of a Lyſippus. $6202 6% 
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F all the methods which the vanity of man has de. 
viſed with a view to acquire diſtinfion, there 
none eaſier than that of proſeifing a diſbelief of the 
eſtabliſhed religion. That which ſhocks the * feelins; 
of thoſe with whom we converſe, cannot fail of mu 
ing notice; and, as the vain are uſually confident, 
they utter their doubts with ſuch, an oracular and de. 
cifive air, as induces the imple to think them pm⸗ 
foundly wiſe. . Audacity, without ingenuity, will dray 
the eyes of ſpectators, and this will ſufficiently anſwer 
the purpoſe of the greater part of profeſſed unbeliever, 
One might be diverted, if one were not hurt, by ſee- 
ing a circle of filly admirers gaping and fixing their eyes 
on ſome half-Jearned and impudent prater, who throw 
out an oblique inſinuation againſt the Bible, the cler- 
gy, or the ſacrament, "Theſe are fertile topics of 
wit and ingenuity ; but it might mertify, the vanity. af 
ſome very vain Writers and talkers, if they would re- 
collect, what is undoubtedly true, that it is a ſpecies 
of wit and ingenuity, which not only the vileſt, but 
the moſt ſtupid and illiterate of mankind, have diſplayed 
in all its poſſible perfection. | 

There 1s indeed no doubt, but that vanity is one of 
the principal cauſes of infidelity. It muſt be the ſole 
cauſe of communicating it to others by writing « 
converſation. For let us ſuppoſe the caſe. of a ver 
humane, judicious, and learned man, entertaining 
doubts of the truth of Chriſtianity : if he cannot clear 
his doubts by examination, he will yet recollect that 
doubts are no certainties ; and, before he endeavours t0 
propagate his doubts, he will aſk himſelf theſe queſtions: 
Am I quite convinced, that what I doubt of cannot 
poſſibly be true? If Iam convinced of it, am I fure, 
that the publication of my opinions will not do more 


harm than good? Is not the diſturbing of any long. 
eſtabliſhed 
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ellabliſned civil conſtitution attended with confuſion, 
rebellion, ruin, and bloodſhed? And are not the mar 
jority of men more ſropgly attached to the religion 
than the government. of their forefathers ?. Will it 
ſerve my country to introduce. diſcontent of any ſpecies ? 
May not thoſe innovations in religion, which diſcon- 
tent may introduce, lead to all the evils which are 
cauſed by frenzy and fanatiſm? Granting that 1 
were able to make a party formidable enough to cruſt: 
oppoſition, and to exterminate Chriſtianity, fill am E 
certain Jam acting like a good member of ſociety ? 
For is not this ſyſtem, whether well or ill founded, 
friendly to ſociety? I muſt confeſs it;; its greateſt ene- 
mies have acknowledged it, from the firſt oppoſer to 
the ſubtle hiſtorian, who, after having vented his ve 
dom in a ſubtle attack, is yet at lat obliged, by the 
ſorce of truth, to confeſs, that it contains a pure, be- 
nevolent, and univerſal ſyſtem of ethics, adapted to 
every duty, and every condition of life. What motive 
then can induce me to divulge my doubts of its authen- 
ticity? Not the good of mankind; for it is already 
allowed by unbelievers, that the good of mankind is 
intereſted in the belief of its divine original. Is it for 
my own good, and with a view to be convinced? I 
will not deceive myſelf: my motive, I ſuſpect, is of 
another kind; for do I read thoſe books, which have 
been — written, to ſatisfy ſimilar doubts ? No- 
thing but the vanity, of appearing to be wiſer than my 
credulous neighbours, can induce me to interrupt the 
happineſs of their undoubting belief. But vanity of 
this ſort, which tends to diſturb ſociety, to injure the 
national morals, and to rob many thouſand indivi- 
duals of a ſource of ſweet and ſolid comfort, is extreme 
wickedneſs, even according to the dictates of the reli- 
gion of nature. I ſhall a& the part of a good citizen 
and a good man, by conforming to a ſyſtem. whoſe 
beneficial influence I feel and confeſs ; and by endea- 
vouring to acquire a belief in that which has, for ſo 
many centuries, been eſtabliſhed, and which promiſes 
to ſooth me in diſtreſs with the ſweeteſt conſolations, 
and to brighten the diſmal hour of death, by the hope 
of a more glorious. and happy ſtate of exiſtence. . At 
E. 3 * "al; 
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all events, I ſhall have the ſatis faction of having com. 
manded myſelf ſo far, as not to have run the hazard af 
endangering the welfare of my fellow-creatures, either 
here or hereafter, by indulging a degree of vanity, 
which, in a creature Fd weak and ſo ſhort-lived as my- 
ſelf, is a folly very inconſiſtent with the ſuperior wi. 
dom which I ſhould arrogate. $3. 
Iwill venture to repeat, that all writers againſt Chriſt. 
anity, whether they introduce their remarks by fly in- 
ſinuation, or in the form of a hiſtory, or whether they 
openly avow their deſign in their title-page, however 
they may affect even the extremes of humanity, be- 
nevolence, honour, philoſophy, and enlargement of 
mind, are actuated by vanity and wickedneſs. Their 
motives are as mean, ſelfiſh, narrow, and in every re- 
ſpe unjuſtiſiable, as the tendency. of their writings is 
miſchievous. Their malice is often impotent, through 
the fooliſh ſophiſtry of their arguments; but, if ever 
it is ſucceſsful, it is highly injufious : and, indeed, 
conſidering their | motives, and the probable conſe- 
quences of their endeavours, the infidel” writer in a 
greater enemy to ſociety, and conſequently guiltier, 
according to all the principles of ſocial union, than the 
thief or the traitor. Perſecution would, however, only 
promote his cauſe, and his proper puniſhment 1s con- 
tempt. | | | | 
| ſr is certainly no derogation from the character of 2 
man of ſenſe to conform, even while he is ſo unfortu- 
nate as to doubt their truth, to the opinions of Jus 
country, His conformity will probably lead him to a 
train of actions and of thought, which, in due tune, 
will induce him to believe. But, if that ſhould not 
happen, yet he will act, as very wiſe and very great 
men have aQed, in paying a reſpectful deference to the 
avowed conviction of others. The moſt intelligent and 
owerful men of ancient Rome, not only appeared to 
Lene a very abſurd and hurtful ſyſtem, but aſliſted in 
all its ceremonies as prieſts. Even Socrates, who evi- 
dently appears to have entertained ſome notions ade- 
quate to the dignity of the one great and ſupreme Being, 
yet thought it was a duty which he owed to his coun- 
try, ſo far to conform to the wretched eftabliſument 
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1s to order, in his dying words, a ſacrifice to Æſcula- 
pius. This conformity ought not to be confounded 
with hypocriſy. If it is carried to extremes, or zeal- 
ouſly affected, it certainly is very blameable and 
contemptible deceit; but while it keeps ' within the 
hounds. of reaſon and moderation, it ought to be called 
a decent deference to the opinions the majority, 


tranquillity of the ſtate, and to continue an innocent 
and uſeful ſyſtem, which has and will always greatly 
contribute to leſſen the quantity and degree of moral 
and of naturdl rvwik!! 109 HR © . 
The eaſieſt, after all, or at leaſt the moſt effectual 
method of appearing in any character is really to be, 
what we wiſh to appear. But belief is not in our 
wer, and how can we- believe what appears to us 
incredible? Certainly you cannot, while it appears 
incredible. But let me aſk you, whether you have 
taken any pains to believe, or have at once and at 
a glance perſuaded yourſelf, that the Chriſtian religion 
is totally falſe? I amr of opinion, that a great num- 
ber of ſceptical writers never gave themſelves the 
trouble to read thoſe ſcriptures, which they ſo warmly 
—_ They hear objections, the read objections, 
and they find that men of repute wit and inge- 
nuity are often the perſons from whom the objections 
originate, They would be reputed men of wit and 
ingenuity, and therefore they eagerly adopt the lan- 
guage and ſentiments of the order. Perhaps the vanity 
and pride of this elaſs of men will render all attempts 
to convince them abortive; but to modeſt doubters, 
and thoſe whoſe good ſenſe and good diſpoſitions lead 
them to wiſh to _ the religion of their country, 
it may not be uſeleſs to ſuggeſt advice, with a view 
to facilitate their conviction. | | | 
I boldly ſay then, that the chief thing required is 
to free themſelves from the pride of human reaſon. 
Humility (and ſurely our blindneſs and imperfections, 
are ſufficient to render us humble, if we would be rea- 
ſonable), humility will open our hearts, and belief 
will find admiſſion, Sincere endeavours, ſeconded by 
prayers, will never fail to help our unbelief, But, 


E 4 alas ! 


wing from humility, and a deſire to maintain the 
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would put him ſo much to the bluſh, 
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alas! a fine, gay, ſpirited, liberal, and enlarged mo. 
dern philoſopher would be aſhamed: to be found on 
his knees, or with a Teſtament upon him. There i, 
ſcarcely any vicious act, or. any vicious book, which 
A modeſt well-meaning man might, however, I 
ſhould think, reaſon himſelf: into a belief ſomewhat in 
this manner. I find myſelf placed in à world 
** abounding with evil and miſery. Under the preſſure 
of it, I feel my heart inclining, like the needle ty 
** the north, by its natural tendency, to the Deity for 
* ſupport. Man, of all animals, is the only one who 
has the ſenſe of religion. I look round to diſcover 
1 to what object, and in what manner, that part of 
© my fellow- creatures, who live in the ſame fociety 
e with myſelf, pay their adoration, . I find-a fſyſiem 
of religion already eſtabliſhed, and which has been 


<< eſtabliſhed, in the moſt 'enlightened- countries of the 


earth, near two thouſand years. I reſolye- to-ex- 
«© amine it. It claims that reſpect, at leaſt, from iu 
«© antiquity and univerſality. Many difficulties appeat 
on the firſt in ſpection. My reaſon. is often ſtartled, 
and my belief wavers, But I will not yet give up 
*. a point of ſo ſeriqus importance, without further | 
% and cloſer attention to it. I reflect, that wo-thou- * 
fand years is a vaſt ſpace in the age of the world. 
% How many myriads of men like myſelf have lived 
«« and died in the ſaith during that time | Aud were 
< all of them fools or hypocrites? It could not have 
* been. Can the underſtanding of a 13 
4 juſt come into the world, and hardly knowing where 
he is, comprehend on intuition an object of ſuch 
*© magnitude, and make the mighty diſcovery, which 
% has eſcaped millions of the wiſeſt and moſt learned 
« of mortals? Or, ſuppoſing that they all gr 
the deception, am I then at laſt the only honeſt 


„% man? I am aſhamed to avow ſuch an idea to myſelf, 


% But yet, if I reject what they received, ſurely 1 
* avow it in the more expreſſive language of my con- 
« duct. Pride is the foundation of my ſcepticiſm. 
« Humility muſt form the baſis of my belief. I wall 
« check my own preſumption, and reject the cavils of 


4% yain 
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« yain and fooliſh philoſophy. - Shall a poor weak 
„ creature, who comes up like a flower, and is cut 
« down, who fleeth as a ſhadow, and never continueth 
in one ſtay, preſume to pronounce deciſively in that 
« little period, in Which he has ſcarcely time to look 
er, J « about him before he dies, againſt a ſyſtem, which 
bat in « has-ftrong internal and external evidence of divige 
world « original, which is moſt uſeful and comfortable, and 
eſſure « which has been thus admitted during almoſt twenty 
Ile to « centuries. No, it is the firſt wiſdom to be humble. 
y for „% Humility will be followed by: grace, and grace by 
wha « faith, and faith by Jalyation. It; plainly: appears, 
cover « that I can loſe nothing by belief, but ſome of thoſe 


ſt of © exceſſive and irregular enjoyments, which would de- 
ciety « ftroy my health and life; but I-may poſlibly gain a 
ſiem „glory and a happineſs, which ſhall continue to all 
been eternity.“ | $73 5-Jep ts F 1 W151 
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00 * FTER all our complaints of the uncertainty of 
rid; human affairs, it is undoubtedly. true; that more 
yed miſery is produced among us by the irregularities, of our 
vere tempers, than by real mis fortuness. 
— And it happens unfortunately, that theſe irregula- 


nties of the temper are moſt apt to diſplay themſelves 
at our fire- ſides, where every thing aught to be tran- 
quil and ſerene. But the truth is, we are awed by the 
preſence of ſtrangers, and are afraid of appearing weak 
or ill-natured when we get out into the world, and ſo 
very heroically reſerve all our ill-humour for our wives, 
children, and ſervants, ,We are meek where we might 
meet with oppoſition, but feel ourſelves undauntedly 
bold where we are ſure of no effectual reſiſtance. 
The perverſion of the beſt things converts them to 
tie worſt. Home is certainly well-adapred to repoſe 
and ſolid enjoyment. Among. parents and brothers, 
and all the tender charities of private life, the gentler 
E 5 affections, 
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affections, the operations of Which are always attendel 
with feelings 2 and permanently pleaſureable, find 
_ ſcope for exertion. The experienced have often 
declared, after wearying themſelves in purſuing phar. 
toms, that they have found a ſubſtantial happineſs in 
the domeſtic circle. Hither they have returned fron 
their wild excurſions in the regions of diffipation ; as the 
bird, after fluttering in the air, deſcends into her bel, 
to partake and to increaſe its genial warmth with her 
mate and with her young ones. . 

Such and ſo ſweet are the comforts of home, when it 
is not perverted by the folly. and weakneſs of mat, 
Indifference, and a careleſinefs about pleaſing thoſe 

whom it is our beſt intereſt to pleaſe, often render it 1 
ſcene of dulneſs and infipidity. Happy if this were the 
whole of the evil. But the tranſition from the negatire 
ſtate of not being pleaſed, to poſitive iN-humour, i 
almoſt unavoidable, Fretfulnefs and peeviſhneſs ariſe, 
as nettles vegetate, ſpontaneouſly, where no falutay 
plants are cultivated, One unkind expreſſion infallibly 

3 any others. Trifles light as air are able to 
indle-the>blaze of contention. © By frequent conflids 
and unreſerved familiarity, all that mutual reſped 

which is neceſſary to preſerve love, even in the mol 
intimate connections, is entirely loſt, and the faint af- 
fection which remains is too feeble to be felt amid the 
furious operation of the hateful paſſions. © Farevel 
peace and tranquillity, and cheerful converſe, and u 
the boafted comforts of the family circle, The nel 
which ſhould preſerve a perpetual warmth by the con. 
ſtancy of paternal and conjugal affection, is rendered 
cold and joyleſs. In the place of the ſoft down which 
ſhould cover it, are ſubſtituted thorns and briars. The 
| waters of ſtrife, to make uſe of the beautiful alluſion of 
| Scripture, ruſh in with impetuous violence, and ruffe 
and diſcolour that ſtream, which, in its natural and ur- 

Aiſturbed current, devolves its waters alt ſmooth and 
limpid. ; phage waſh 

But it is not neceſſary to expatiate on the miſery of 
family diſſenſion. I mean more particularly'to ſugge® 
that family diſſenſion, beſides all its own imm 
evils, is the fruitful parent of moral „ 
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When the ſeveral parts-which compoſe a family find 
themſelves uneaſy in that home which is naturally the 
ſeat of mutual enjoyment, they are led from the ſtraight 
road, to purſue their happineſs through a devious wild. 
The ſon, arrived at years of maturity, who is treated 
harſhly at home, will ſeldom ſpend his evenings at 
the fire-ſide. If he lives in the metropolis, he will fly 
for refuge to the places of public diverſion. There, it 
is very probable, ſome unhappy connection will be 
formed, which cannot be continued without a plentiful 
then it ſupply of money. Money, it is probable, cannot be 


"man, rocured honeſtly but from the parent; but money muſt 

thoſe — at all events, een What then remains, but 
r it 1 to take thoſe methods which ſharpers have invented, 
re the and which, ſooner or later, lead to their proper puniſh- 


ments, pain, and ſhame, and death ? 
But though the conſequences. are not always ſuch as 


ariſe the operation of human laws produces, yet they are al- 
lutary ways terrible, and deſtructive of happineſs. Miſery is 
Ulibly indeed the neceſlary reſult of all deviation from virtue ; 


but early debauchery, early diſeaſe, early profligacy of 


nflicts all kinds, are peculiarly: fruitful of wretchedneſs ; as 
eſpel they ſow the ſeeds of miſery in the ſpring of life, when 
+ mol all that is ſown ſtrikes deep root, and buds, and bloſ- 
nt af ſoms, and brings forth fruit an hundred-fold. 

d the In the diſagreements between children and parents, 
rewel it is certain that the children are uſually moſt in fault. 
id al Their violent paſſions and defeQtive experience render 
 nef them diſobedient and undutifal. Their love of plea- 
con- ſure operates ſo violently, as often to deſtroy the force 
lered of filial affection. A parent is ſtung to the heart by the 
rhich ingratitude of a child. He hacks his precipitancy, 
The and perhaps with too little command of temper ; for 
on of who indeed can always hold the reins? -, Aſperity pro- 
ruffe duces aſperity. But the child was the aggreflor, and 


therefore deſerves a great part of the miſery which en- 
ſues. It is, however, certain, that the parent is often 
imprudent, as well as the child undutiful. - He ſhould 
endeavour to render home agreeable by gentleneſs and 
reaſonable indulgence : for man at every age ſeeks to 
be pleaſed, but more particularly at the juvenile age. 


He ſhould indeed GO * authority; but it ſhould 
| be 


/ 
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the iron rule of a tyrant. If home is rendered pleaſing, 
it will not long be deſerted, The prodigal will ſoon 
| return when his father's houſe is always ready to receive 
| him with joy. e 12 11106 ae ages. 
| What is ſaid of the conſequences of domeſtic diſiinion 
to ſons, is equally to be applied to daughters. Indeed, 
as the miſconduct of daughters is more fatal to'family 
peace, thou h not more heinous in a moral view, par- 
ticular care ſhould be taken to render them attached to 
the comforts of the family circle. When their home is 
diſagreeable, they will be ready to make any enchange; 
and will often loſe their characters, virtue, and happi- 
neſs, in the purſuit of it. Indeed the female character 
and happineſs are ſo eaſily injured, that no ſolicitude 
can be too great in their preſervation. But prudence is 
neceſſary in every good cauſe, as well as zeal; and it is 
found by experience, that the gentleſt method of go- 
vernment, if it is limited and dire&ed by good ſenſe, is 
the beſt. It ought indeed to be Ready; but not rigid: 
and every pleaſure which is innocent in itſelf and in its 
conſequences, ought to be admitted, with a view to 
render leſs diſagreeable that unwinking vigilance which 
a delicate and ſenſible father will judge neceſſary in the 
care of daughters, 8 pe] CEE 
To what wickedneſs, as well as wretchedneſs, ma- 
trimonial diſagreements lead, every day's hiſtory will 
clearly inform us. When the huſband is driven from 
his home by a termagant, he will feek enjoyment, - 
which is denied him at his own home, in the haunts ef 
vice, and in the riots of intemperance: nor can female 
corruption be wondered at, though it muſt be greatly 
pitied and regretted, when in the heart which love and 
friencſhip ſhould warm, hatred is found to rankle. 
Conjugal infelicity not only renders life moſt uncom- 
fortable, but leads to a deſperate diſſoluteneſs and care- 
leſſneſs in life and manners, which terminates in ruin 
of health, peace, and fortune. If we may form 3 
judgment from the divorces and ſeparations which hap- 
pen in the gay world, we may conclude, that the pre- 
ſent manners are highly unfavourable to conjugal feli- 
city. And we ſee, conſiſtently with my theory, 4 
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the conſequence of theſe domeſtic diſagreements is the 
EN ee very predominant degree, as 
ell as of miſer x. N Fei 
Bot it avails litele to point out evils without recom- 
mending a remedy, One of che firſt rules which ſug- 
gelts itſelf is, that families ſhould endeavour, by often 
and ſeriouſly reflecting on the ſubject, to convince ' 
themſelves, that not only the enjoyment, but the virtue 
of every individual, 8 on union; © When 
they are convineed of this, they will endeavour to pro- 
mote it; and it fortunately happens, that the very with 
and attempt of every individual in the family muſt in- 
fallibly ſecure ſueceſs. It may indeed be difficult to 
refrain the occaſional ſallies of temper; but where 
there is, in the more diſpaſſionate moments, a ſettled 
deſire to preſerve union, the tranſient violence of paſ- 

fon will not often produce a laſting rupture. 

It is another moſt excellent rule, to avoid a gro/s fa- 
niliarity, even where the connection is moſt intimate. 
The human heart is fo conftituted as to love reſpect. 
It would indeed he unnatural in very intimate friends 
to behave to each” other with ſtiffneſs; but there is a 
delicacy of manner, and a flattering deference, which 
tends to preſerve that de of eſteem which is neceſ- 
fary to ſupport affection, and which is loſt in contempt 
when a too great familiarity is allowed. An habitual 
politeneſs of manners will prevent even indifference 
from degenerating to hatred. It will refine, exalt, 
and perpetuate aſfection. net nee Ve CAE gen 

But the beſt and moſt efficacious rule is, "that we 
ſhould not think our moral and religious duties are 0 
to be practiſed in public, and in the ſight of thoſe from 
whoſe applauſe we expect the gratification of our vanity, 
ambition, or avarice; but that we ſhould be equally 
attentive to our behaviour among thoſe? who can only 
repay us by reciprocal love?” We muſt ſhew the ſinbe- 
ity of our principles and - profefions* by acting con- 
liſtently with them, not only in the ſenate; in the field, 
in the pulpit, at the bar, or at any other public aſſem- 
bly, but at the Are fade. 5 
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T is no reproach to the church to ſay, that it is { 
| I plied with miniſters by the emoluments * 
Men muſt be ſupported; and if the proſpect of ſuppon 
is one principal motive in impelling them to enter 0 
the clerical office, it is a natural, a reaſonable motive, 
and in no reſpect diſgraceful. A ſon, it is true, i 
deſtined to the church becauſe his father or friend is the 
atron of a living; or he is placed at a free · ſchool, and 
15 carried on to college with a view to a-ſcholarſhip ; or 
he fixes on the profeſſion ' himſelf from a love of letters 
and tranquillity, and from the hope of gaining a quiet 
and eaſy, though ſmall ſtipend, in a liberal and an 
uſeful employment. There is nothing in all this un- 
reaſonable; and though hypocriſy and fanaticiſm may 
diſclaim ſuch motives, yet, if he Who is actuated by 
them, as the greater part certainly are, pre him- 
ſelf duly for entrance on the office, and diſcharges its 
duties conſcientiouſly when he is in it, he is a worthy | 
and valuable clergyman, and a better man than they 
who revile him. mr 1 
Whichever of the above cauſes may have. inclined : 
young man to devote himſelf to the church, I will ſup 
poſe him juſt diſmifled from his ſchool, and will ſubmit 
to his conſideration a few remarks, which, I hope, will be 
uſeful. With reſpect to enthuſiaſts, I Will not preſume 
to direct them. They, indeed, are guided by a ſuperiot 
illumination, to which F cannot confidently. pretend. 
To facilitate the tenure. of ſome ;preferments, and to 
ſatisfy the prejudices of the world, it will be neceſſary 
to take academical degrees. This cannot reputably be 
done without becoming a member of an Engliſh univer- 
fity. If the finances of the ſtudent are inadequate to 
his ſupport, he will probably be tempted; to refide in 
one of them, for the ſake of the emoluments 7 8 
larſhips, fellowſhips, or exhibitions, If, indeed, a {tricter 
23 8 diſcipline, 
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diſcipline, and a few regulations in the exerciſes, ſhould 
take place, he will do right to fix his reſidence in the 
venerable ſeats of learning, where every convenience for 
the purpoſes of ſtudy is liberal ly afforded. 1 

But if neither the diſcipline nor the ſtatutes are ak 
tered, I would adviſe him, 'if he were my own child, 
barely to keep two terms a-year for ſeveral years, 
which may be done in the ſpace of five or fix weeks - . 
only ſpent for four or five years in the univerſities, ſo 
a to derive as good a right, by the ſtatutes, as any 
other members, to the honours beſtowed by an univer- 
fity convocation. In Oxford, for inſtance, three weeks 
ſent at Eaſter, and a fortnight in Act term, are the 
Cafons I recommend, And the refidence during this 
ſhort time, for five or ſix years, will be fufficient for the 
purpoſe. This excurſion may furniſh an agreeable va- 
riety, and the time may be well ſpent in examining the 
public libraries, and in attending the public lecturers, 
who contrive to circumſcribe their courſes within the 
limits of the few weeks required by the ſtatutes to keep 
a term, With reſpect to a voluntary reſidence at either 
nniverſity during fix or eight months at a time, though 
certainly right if a reformation ſhould take place, I 
conſider it, in their preſent ſtate, as dangerous, expen- 
five, and attended with no advantage great enough to 
compenſate the diſadvantage, and which may not be 
enjoyed abundantly better in the family of a worthy 
and learned clergyman in a country village, By all 
means let the long intervals be employed in ſtudy, for 
which the filence of a village retreat, provided a ſuffi- 
cient number of books are to be procured, is far better 
accommodated than the ſociety of noiſy young men, 
who are ſuffered to do as they pleaſe by night and by 
day; who are above controul; and who cauſe the col- 
lege to reſemble the tavern and the brothel. I ſeriouſly 
declare, I have no cauſe to expreſs myſelf with refent- 
ment on the ſubje& of the univerſities. I fay what I 
think, and J ſay it becauſe it would ill become me to 
conceal any thing in the. knowledge of which ingenuous 
youth is greatly intereſted. - | 

If a young man is fortunate enough to find a worthy 
Clergyman who will be his companion and inſtructor 

_ . . from 
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from nineteen to twenty-three, he will direct the ſtudies 
and the conduct. But as I know that all will not be 
able to find ſuch an one, and that the greater part can. 
not, from the ſlenderneſs of their fortune, * a 

compenſation as would be required by him, + when 
found, I ſhall proceed to offer my advice. | 

At the age of one-and-twenty, it will be proper to 
begin the ſtudies preparatory to ordination. If it i 
poſſible, a young man of ſimilar views and intentions 
ſhould be procured as an aſſociate. I ſay then, that, with. 
out any tutor, by the direction of books, they may thus, 
with due application, make at leaſt as great an improve- 
ment in this retreat, as they could in any univerſity, 
In theſe: circumſtances, they would be leſs expoſed to 
diſſipation; and, for that reaſon among others, they 
would be more attached to ſtudy, -and would ſucceed in 
it better. 5 | 
Such would be my plan till the univerſities ſhould be 
reformed. But fince many reaſons will concur to induce 
arents to ſend their ſons to the ' univerſities as -uſual, 
uch as the expectation of various pecuniary advantages, 
the opportunities of _—_ conneCtions, the fear of 
ſingularity, and indeed the difficulty of deviating from 
the accuſtomed path, I will ſuppoſe a ſtudent juſt ma- 
triculated, and will ſubmit to his opinion the following 
ſuggeſtions. _ * ett Bc 
He is ſent to college to improve his mind and mo- 
rals, to become a good ſcholar, and a good man; not 
a man of pleaſure, nor àa man of faſhion, Let bim, 
then, reſolve to purſue his ſtudies indefatigably, aud 
ray God Almighty to preſerve his innocence, and to 
ho a guardian to him, now he is removed from the 
foſtering wing of an affectionate parent. Let him be- 
ware of being overcome by ridicule, by which he will 
certainly be attacked. Let him be ſteady; in his prin- 
ciples, and ſpirited in his actions; exhibiting that vi- 
vacity and reſolution in his good purpoſes which others 
do in their bad ones. Let him recollect, that he 13 
preparing for a ſacred office, and make his conduct 
conſiſtent with his views. But, with all his virtues and 
all his prudence, let him avoid the appearance of un- 
 neceſlary ſtiffneſs, of hypocriſy, or of more ſingularit. 
b I 
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than is required for the preſervation of his principles, 
[et him alſo moſt carefully avoid a cenſorious diſpoſi- 
ion, It is his buſineſs to advance his own good qua- 
lities to all attainable perſtction; not to be moroſe, or 
calumnious on the defects and faults; of others. He 
vill ſee, pity, and avoid them; but he will leave the 
olice of correction to thoſe, who-ought to aſſume it. 
The fooliſh exerciſes/ performed in the public ſchools 
are too ridiculous to deſerve a ſerious cenſure; but as 
his degree may be denied him, if he fails in any partly 
cular of this formal -trifling, he muſt y to them, and 
to ihe ſtudies which are connected with them, ſo much 
attention, and no more, as will qualify him to perform 
them with facility and confidence. The claſſics in ge- 
neral, the Hebrew language, and the books introduc- 
tory to divinity, will claim all his ſerĩous application. 
The preparatory 1 ſhould not be con- 
{ned to that moderate degree of excellence which may 
be required in a chaplain's examination. They who 
aim only at paſſing an examination, uſually relinquiſh 
their ſtudies; when the examination is paſt. With a 
good character, moderate attainments, and thoſe re- 
commendatory- teſtimonies which are eaſily procured, 
there is no danger of rejectidn. But he who deſerves to 
ſucceed will not be ſatisfied without making a ſolid ĩm- 
provement in uſeful theologys + | :- * we 211 
A young clergyman, if he wiſhes to be eſteemed: by 
bis pariſhioners, and to promote their welfare, muſt 
take particular eate, on-firſt entering on his cure, that 
he makes favourable impreſſions on the ſuhject of his 
morals, However young, he muſt remember, that, by 
aſſuming the office of a public and religious i 
he has aſſumed a grave character. If he is not grave 
he may indeed be pardoned, or be pitied ; but he will 
not be valued, I mean not that he ſhould; be auſtere, 
nor puritanical ; but that he ſhould avoid even the ap- 
pearance of that diſguſtful levity of manners, and ex- 
ceſſye profligacy, Which has diſgraced the younger 
clergy of the times. That real levity and real prolli- 
dae) are to be avoided, I need not inform him; but at 
the ſame time I am ſorry to be obliged to confeſs, that 
the ſerious part of mankind have long had juſt reaſon . 
i | 3 
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to expreſs their abhorrence at the frequent occurrency 
of the profeſſed clerical libertine. He will avoid es, 
and the appearance of evil. If he cannot bring hö 
mind to ſacrifice vouthful follies to the dignity of his 
PRI he ſhould not engage in it. The public 
have long remarked with indignation, that ſome of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed coxcombs, drunkards, debauchees, 
and gameſters, who figure at the watering-places, and 
all public places of reſort, are young men of the facer. 
dotal order. F „eee 
They plead that they are young, and youth mul 
excuſe the follies that reſult from the too ardent love d 
Pleaſure, If they are young, they thought themſelres 
old enough to aflume the office of inſtructors of man- 
kind; and to warn their fellow- creatures to avoid thoſe 
very irregularities which they not only praiſe,” but i 
which they glory, as marks of ſpirit. 
The clergyman who would be reſpected, and even 
clergyman would be reſpected it he would be uſeful, 
muſt preſerve a decency of dreſss.. 
He muſt be affable ; but his affability muſt be ten- 
pered with reſerve. 7 7 
He muſt be regular in the performance of parochial 
duty, and pay at leaſt as much attention to the pot 
as to the rich. | M644 (52 CO ENG 0 
He muſt read prayers, and preach, with fervency and 
cearneſtneſs; not as if he conſidered. his buſineſs as 3 
job, by which he is to earn a certain pay, or as if he 
did not believe what he uttered. ip eloquence vil 
be forcible, but not ranting ; pathetic, but not whining, 
He muſt not be covetous, nor very rigid in exatting 
of the poor his juſt dues, ny | 
— muſt be benevolent and „ 
ary degree; winning men uaſion, vil! 
| — 5 and teaching — forcibly by his life than hi 
diſcourſes. | PIETY. 
He muſt not be a preferment-hunter ; for we canndt 
eſteem him, who, while he talks of. crowns of glory, 
appears to fix his own heart on a ſtall or a mitre. 


No. XIX. 


No. 19. MORA L. Ec. 


„ 1 17 
» 1 F 
a . " . P.4 w # 4 ” . - 


1 


„ 


No. XIX. RN TS ro YOUNG MEN . WHO 
ARE DESIGNED FOR A MILITARY OR NAVAL 
LIFE. h | 


HE exigencies of the ſtate have called for an 
increaſe of the military orders, and it muſt be 
owned that our Britiſh youth has not been ſlow to obey 
the ſummons ; for there is ſcarcely a town or village in 
the kingdom where you will not meet, as you p 
along, cockades, epaulettes, and: ſcarlet coats, accom- 
panied with fierce looks and ſtruts 2 Ia militaire. The 
military ſpirit is indeed ſo widely diffuſed, that there is 
reaſon to believe the nation will ſhortly become a nation 
of warriors. But as the military ſpirit is rather adverſe 
to the 52 arts of peace, and as the young heroes are 
apt to lay down their books as ſoon as they take up their 
arms, I will ſuggeſt to them a few hints, which may 
— prevent their heroiſm from degenerating to 
rutality. I would not wiſh them to imagine, that the 
moment they have put their hats on ſideways, and 
dreſſed themſelves at their toilettes in complete uniform, 
they are ſoldiers. They may be pretty figures, and, 
doubtleſs, will be able to do great execution at an aſ- 
ſembly ; but it does not follow that they will be equally 
ſucceſsful on the plains of Saratoga. LIN 
Many, who enter on the profeſſion while they are 
Inplings, are apt to ſuppoſe, that a ſword, a cockade, 
and a ſhoulder-knot, conſtitute them complete gentle- 
men. Theſe, however, will not conſtitute them men, 
and much leſs gentlemen : for an ignorant, rude, and 
mean mind under a red coat, is no leſs viſible, and more 
contemptible, than if it appeared under rags, and in 
the dreſs of a mechanic. . 
Almoſt all the profeſſions have ſome charaReriſtic 
manners, which the profeſſors adopt, with little exa- 
mination, as neceſſary and as honourable diſtinctions. 
It happens unfortunately, that vulgarity, profligacy, 
libertiniſm, and infidelity, are thought by weaker e 
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almoſt as neceſſary a part of a ſoldier's uniform as his 
thoulder-kriot. "To Kefitate at an bath, to decline is. 
toxication, to profeſs a regard for religion, would be 
almoſt as ignominious as to refuſe a challenge. Infol. 
oy and - diſeaſe, ſome of the greateſt misfortunes 
which can befal a human creature, are often thought to 
add a grace to the military man. He dreſſes, he drinks, 
be blutters, he ſpends his money, he ruins his confli- 
tution and is peace; but the compenſation for all this 
is, that he is a favourite of the ladies; and really in 
this his ultimate object he often ſucceeds ; for many of 
them are as weak as himſelf, and are ready to run wild 
at the fight of a red coat. Age and uglineſs, diſeaſe 
and rottenneſs, are all loſt in the irreſiſtible charms of 
a piece of ſcarlet broad-cloth ; and many a young man, 
who has been repulſed in a common dreſs, has been ar- 
rayed by his taylor for the battle, and gained a. com- 
plete victory. The croſs-legged artiſt has often meta- 
morphoſed a Therſites into an Adonis. But this f 
attachment of the women tends immediately to increaſc 
that profligacy which has ever been the fertile ſource of 
female. miſery : and now, when you can hardly tum 
without ſecing a military man, the evil muſt neceſſaniy 
be increaſed, and conſequently it is the more d 
to adminiſter a remedy. y. ieee 
But here I will interrupt my temarks, to aſſure the 
reader, that the puerile vanity . and Nodes probe? 
which I have deſcribed, is only to be found in 
who have been too early „ and have been 
entered on the ſoldier's life deſtitute of the gentleman's 
education. There are indeed many ſuch ; for parents, 
who have intereſt, are defirous of entering their ſons 
early, that they may arrive at an exalted: poſt in the 
prime of manhood. Hence it happens, that the time 
which ſhould be employed in a virtuous courſe of li- 
terary diſcipline, is thrown away amidſt the diſſolute- 
neſs of a camp, or a barrack, or a ſhip's crew; and tae | 
poor youth, though he is lifted over the heads of vete- 
rans, and aſſumes all the haughty airs of a great man, 
poſſeſſes a mind only diſtinguiſhed from that of his 
drummer, or his boatſwain, by ſuperior inſolence. 1 
has no taſte ; his pleaſures are groſs; he 153 diſtin- 
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uiſhed brute. indeed; but his diſtinction gonſiſts only 
ſuperior brutality ; his conduct is caprice, and his 
<onrave inſenſibility. He lives à Hfe of miſery, varied 
only by the ſhort gleams of Vicious and infamous in- ä 
dulgences. Of ſuch miſery as this it is ſurely friendly 
to attempt the preyention. If the preſent generation 5 
may not profit by the ſuggeſtions Which I offer, the 
facceeding one may be reſcued from perdition: But, 
let what J am compelled to fay of the uneducated and 
anprincipled part of the profeſſipn ſhould be extended 
too far, muſt add, that 1 am well convinced that 4 
great part of the army conſiſts of men who have entered 
on the military profeſſion from the beſt motives, and 
have carried into the camp the accompliſtiments of the 
ſchool. | * 
To the other part, whoſe misfortune” it has been to 
be engaged in an unſettled life, without inſtruction in 
any of the valuable parts of ſcience, without moral 
principles, or even the idea of religion, it may not be 
uſeleſs to addreſs a few admoniĩtions. | 
Let them perſuade themſelves of the beauty, the 
value, and the pleaſures of a cultivated mind. Let 
them compare one of their profeſſion who poſſeſſes the 
graces of the underſtanding, with another of equal 
rank whoſe ideas are low, Whofe ſentiments are narrow 
and ſelfiſh, whoſe pleaſures are groſs, and who has no 
other method of employing his leiſure but in drunken- 
neſs and debauchery. The contraſt wilt exhibit the de- 
formity which I am r in ſtriking colours. The 
one is reſpected and beloved; happy in himſelf, and 
tae cauſe of happineſs in others: the other, though he 
is always purſuing pleaſure, never finds it pure and ex- 
ated; but ſpends a feveriſh being in vanity and vice, 
and precipitates that diffolution at which all but himſelf 
have reaſon to rejoice. | Sema 
| Now the leiſure which this profeſſion” frequently en- 
Joys above all others, as it is often the cauſe of vice, ſo 
it affords a fine opportunity for making improvement. 
But how ſhall the uncultivated ſoldier begin ? He was 
taken from his ſchool before he had laid any founda- 
den on. which he might build the fabric of learning. 
Where this is the caſe, we mult not hope that he will 
be 
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be able to acquire the learned languages: but if he 2c. 
quires a taſte. for Engliſh books, 7K will ſoon find hi 
nature improved by reading the beſt of them, like the 
wild ſtock when grafted with a cion of a delicious and 
valuable fruit-tree, TR Pont tg dd, 
In every profeſſion there is a certain quantity of prac. 
tical and technical knowledge, which ought to be par. 
ticularly attended to, becauſe the ofeſion cannot be 
exerciſed without it. Tactics ad i fortification, with 
the ſciences immediately connected with them, muſt be 
ſtudied, as eſſentially neceſſary to the military and naval 
officer. But if he ſtops here, he will fill retain the 
narrowneſs of an artiſt, who ſeeks no farther kill than 
1s neceſſary to procure the lucrative advantages of his 
art.. . Sg. Se 
Hi „in all its parts, will rly excite and te- 
Wire attention of the Goldie. Te tranſlations of 
Thucydides, Polybius, Xenophon, Livy, Salluſt, will 
amuſe and inſtruct his mind with valuable knowledge, 
and in the end will give him more pleaſure than « meagre 
novel borrowed: at a circulating ibrary. I would ad- 
viſe him'to take with him Pope's Homer when he 
to the camp, and lay it under his pillow, and meditate 
on it in the morning, The entertaining of noble 
thoughts will lead to noble actions; and the poor, de- 
bauched, and inſolvent officer, beſet with bailiffs and 
ſurgeons, will become, in this courſe of diſcipline, a 
ſenſible and prudent man, and deſerve the appellation 
of a true hero; a title which can never be beſtowed on 
a man whoſe courage wants conduct, and whoſe honour 
wants honeſty. eh 
He ſhould recolle&, that he has a ſoul like men who 
do not wear a red coat; and ſhould think of that im- 
mortality which the wiſeſt of mankind have expecled. 
Let him not be aſhamed of reading the wah hs or 
thoſe. excellent comments upon them, the ſermons of 
our great Engliſh divines. It is falſe valour which ſets 
God and eternity at defiance ; and it is real cowardice 
to be afraid of the ridicule which the performance of 
religious, or any other duty, may incur. He is often 
heard to ſay he is upon duty, and it were to be wiſhed 
he conſidered the meaning of the word in its full 75 
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What is ſaid to military men, muſt be extended to 
mariners. They. have often, ſunk indeed far beneath 
the level of humanity. , The.leiſure and confinement 
of a ſhip ought certainly to lead them to ſeek improve- 
ment in letters. But yet a medium is to be obſerved, 
Their refinement muſt not be exceſlive, leſt the faſti- 
tiouſneſs of extreme delicacy ſhould deſtroy the manly 
bravery and hardineſs of the Engliſh ſailor. "oe 

In attending to theſe admonitions, it will be found; 
that, while the bappineſs af many unfortunate indivi- 
duals is increaſed, the glory and welfare of the com- 
nunity will be better ſecured. We ſhall. have leſs to 
ſear from our enemies, and leſs from a ſtanding army; 
for an enlightened underſtanding, which conſiders the 
nature of — will ſee the propriety of ſubjecting, 
on all domeſtic emergencies, the military to the civil 


WE: | | | en 
„ this ſubject without, applauding thoſe; 
generous and liberal men, who, ,when their coun 

vas threatened with invaſion, forſook all the - comforts 


cies of a camp, and the unſettled life of a ſoldier, 
Their judicious and patriotic, ardour evinces that they 
wear a ſword for their country's good, and are ready to 
traw it, at a moment's warning, on every foreign or 
wmeſtic enemy. þ ” 
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No. XX. o THE AMUSEMENTS OF SUNDAY, 


_ en th mY r 


* 1 


* is not only wiſe in a political and religious view, 


man mind is ſo conſtituted by nature, as to make 


of a whole day, the operations of the week are 


* 


of their homes, and, without previous habits to enure 
them, ſubmitted with alacrity to all the inconvenien- 


4-7 E inſtitution of a da devoted to reſt and re- 
flection, after ſix days ſpent in labour and diſſi- 


ut highly agreeable to the nature of man. The hu- 


greater advances by ſhort flights frequently repeated, 
than by uninterrupted progreſſion. After the ceſſation, 


f un 
vich freſh ardour, and acquire a degree of novelty; a. 


% 


' 
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quality which poſſeſſes a moſt powerful effect in ftimu. 


lating to application. In truth, no time is loft to the 
public by the obſervation of a Sabbath; for the loſt cf 
a few hours is amply compenſated by the additional 
vigour and ſpirit which are'given to human activity by 
the agreeable vieiſſitude. A thouſand reaſons might be 
aſſigned for the obſervation of it, ſuppoſing it wanted 
any, ſuperadded to the ſanction of divine authority; 
Among others; the long duration oF this eftahliſfinien: 
is, in my opinion, an argument greatly in its favour; 
for human affairs, in a long courſe of years, ſettle, 
for the moſt part, like water, in their proper level and 
ſituation. 3 ERIE as» ne 
It may, then, be numbered among the follies of mo- 
dern innovators, and pretenders to ſuperior enlargement 
of mind and .freedom from 'prejudice, that they have 
endeavoured to deſtroy the ſanctity, and, in courſe, the 
eſſential purpoſes of this ſacred inſtitution. ' They have 
laboured to render it a day of phblie and pleaſureable 
diverſion ; and, if they had fucceeded, they would have 
made Sunday in no reſpect different from the other days 
of the week : for if one, man was allowed to purſue 
pleaſure at the uſual public places, anothęr, who felt 
the influence of avarice more than of the love of plea- 
ſure, would juſtly have claimed a right to purſue his 
lucrative labour. And, indeed, it muſt be owned, that 
there would be far leſs harm in proſecuting the defigns 
of honeſt induſtry, than in relaxing the nerves of the 
mind by a diſſolute purſuit of nominal pleaſures; of 
ſuch pleaſures as uſually terminate in pain, diſeaſe, and 
ruin. The national ſpirit and ſtrength muſt be im- 
nr Feeblenefs of mind is 
the unavoidable effect of exceſſive diflipation ; but how 
ſhall the political machine perform its movements 
efficacy, when the minds of the people the ſprings of 
the whole, have loſt their elaſticity? If you were to 
prohibit honeſt labour, and allow public pleaſes, 
Sunday would become a day of uncontrouled debauchery | 
and drunkenneſs,” It would Lal fink- the lower 
claſſes to that degenerate flate in which they appear in 
ſome neighbouring countries,” and would: con equent) 


ficilitate the annihilation of civil liberty. The 
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decent obſervation of Sunday is indeed to be 
1 5 arguments of a nature greatly ſupertor- to 2 
lea reaſons : but à few pqlitiea ones are tre! offered 
tecauſe, with the oppoſers of the obſervation of \ he Sab. 
bath, political * are more likely to haye weight 
man religious. They who hold the Bible ſe cheap 28 
to have confuted, in their own minds, every thing it - 
contains, without ever having looked into it, are often 
idolaters of Magna Charta. And "though it might be 
in yin to urge, that Sunday ſhould be decently kept 
ſor the ſake 32 promoting the intereſts of the gofpel, it 
vould probably be an inducement to pay it all due at- 
tention, if we could convince certain perſons that a 
decent regard to it promotes ſuch ſentiments and prin- 
ciples among the people as have a tendency to . - + | 
the Bill of Rights, and ſecure the Proteſtant ſeceſſion. 
Every thing which promotes virtue is ſalutary to the 
mind, conſidered only as a medicine; as a bracer, if I 
may ſo ſay, or a corroborative remedy.” Now ſtren 
and vigour of mind are abſolutely neceſſary, if we would 
conſtantly entertain an adequate idea of the blefſings of 
liberty, and take'effe&ual methods to de fend it when it 
6 infringedt. Oh £955 ny n * 
But, ſetting aſide both religious and political - 
ments, or allowing them all their force, Rl ie will b 
urged by great numbers, aud thoſe too in the higher 
ſpheres of | life, that all buſmeſs being Jnr on 
dundays, they are really at à loſs to fpeni Aelr dae: 
Let us then,“ ſay they, „ fince we are forbidden tu 
* work, let us play. Let us have public diverſions. 
There can be no harm in a polite promenade; In- 
* degd” (they infiſt) 't if it were not for the prejudices of 
* the canaille, it would be right to permit more places 
* of public diverſion on hi than on other days; 
* obviouſly becauſe we have nothing elſe to do but to 
© attend to them. But Engliſn prejudices are too 
deeply rooted to be eradicated. On the continent, 
* the return of grins 6. delightful ; but in our gloomy 
* iſland it is a blank in exiſtence, and ought to be 
* blotted out of the calendar.” n 25 
The arguments indeed, ſuch as they are, were of late 
preſented in the beſt form, I preſame, which they will 
ol. I. F admit, 
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admit, by one of thoſe noble ſenators, WO 
the late laudable act for * ſuppreſſion of aa 
mities which had been introduced as the palſtime 0 
the ſabbath; and whoſe ſpeech would condemn him to 
eternal infamy, if its extreme; inſignificaney. did nc 
- xeverſe the ſentence, and enſure it a fiendiy and ſpeedy 
Such arguments are indeed attended with their ovn 
refutation; but it is certainly true, that ſome orden 
among us are diſtreſſed for methods of employing thei 
time on a Sunday. I will therefore beg leave, fro 
motives of compaſſion, to ſuggeſt ſome hints, which 
may contribute to relieve, them from the very painful 
ſituation of not knowing how to paſs away the po 
hours. Sunday is ſelected by them for Kale 1 
the high roads on a Sunday are crowded with coaches 
ado with coronets. But to Chriſtians there are 
other. employments peculiar to the day, which will 
leave no part of it diſengaged. 145 they are not Chriſt- 
ans, their contempt of the ſabbath is one of the leat 
of their errors, and, before it can be removed, a be- 
lief muſt be produced ; to attempt which does not fall 
within the limits or defign of this paper. 
But ſuppoſing them Chriſtians, let us endeavour 
to provide amuſement for them during the twelve 
hours in every ſeven days, in which buſineſs of 
the world is precluded. If lords and dukes would con. 
deſcend to go to their pariſh-chureh, they might find 
themſelves well employed from ten o'clock till twelve. 
To the prayers they can have no reaſonable objection 
and, with reſpe& to the ſermon, though its diction or 
its ſentiments may not be excellent, yet, in the preſent 
times, the want of merit is uſually compenſated by 
brevity. And the great man may comfort himſelf dur- 
ing its continuance with reflecting, that, though he 1 
neither pleaſed nor inſtructed by it, yet he himſelf i 
preaching in effect a moſt perſuaſive ſermon by giving 
tis attendance. His example will attract many audi- 
tors, and bad indeed mult be the diſcourſe from which 
the vulgar hearer cannot derive much advan 
any charitable purpoſe is to be accompliſhed, and there 
never paſſes a Sunday, but in the metropolis many 


* 
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| ſes are to be accompliſhed, the bare preſence 
a7 4 in high life will contribute greatly to the pe- 
cuniary collection. And, if a. peer of the realm was 
i willing to give his preſence at a charity-ſermon as at 
x horſe-race, to contribute to the ſupport of orphans 
and widows, as to keep à ſtud and-a pack of hoands, 
perhaps he would find himſelf no loſer even in the 

nd object of his life, the enjoyment of pleaſure. 

The interval between the morning and evening ſer- 
vice may ſurely be ſpent in reading, or in improving 
converſation. The reſt of the ay, even to eight 
oclock, may be ſpent in the metropolis at church (if 
any one chuſes it), for evening lectures abound. And, 
though there is no obligation to attend at more than 
the eſtabliſhed times, yet no man can ſay there are no 
public places of reſort, when be can 1 turn a 
corner without ſeeing a church- door open, and hearing 
a bell importunately inviting him to enter. | 

The little time which remains after the uſual reli- 
gious duties of the day, wy certainly be ſpent in ſuch 

1 


2 manner as to cauſe no tedium, even though Carliſſe- 
houſe is ſhut, and the rigid laws forbid us to enter 
Vauxhall, Ranelagh, and the theatres. A cheerful 
walk amidſt rural ſcenes is capable of affording, in 
fine weather, a very ſenſible pleaſure. In all ſeaſons, 
at all hours, and in all weathers, converſation is ca- 
pable of affording an exquiſite delight ; and books, 
of improving, exalting, refining, and captivating the 
human mind. He who calls in queſtion the truth of 
this, muſt allow his hearers to call in queſtion his claim 
to rationality, 885 
The ſubordinate claſſes, for I have hitherto been 
ſpeaking of the higher, ſeldom complain that they 
know not what to do on a Sunday.. To them it is a 
Joyful feſtival. They, for the moſt part, are conſtant 
attendants at church; and the decency of their habits 
and appearance, the cleanlineſs which they diſplay, 
the opportunity they enjoy of meeting their neighbours 
in the ſame regular and decent fituation with them- 
ſelves, renders Sunday highly advantageous to them, 
exclufively of its religious advantages. They uſually fill 
vp the intervals of — ſervice with a rural yo, 
| 2 | an 
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and their little indulgences at the tea-Hbuſes ure 
proper and allowable. They WIC or hg 
and laborious work during the week,” and à walk in 
the freſh air, is molt conducive to their hedlth; while h 
affords them a very ſively. pleaſure, "ſuch à pleafure in. 
deed as we have all felt in Milton”s famous deleription 
of it. The common people are. ſufficiently delighted 
with ſuch enjoyments, and would really be diſpfeaſel 
with thoſe public diverſions which'our travelled reform. 
ers have deſired to introduſe. 
Neither are they in want of diſputing ſocieties to fl 
up their time. There are paniſh-churches' in abun. 
dance. After they have attended at them, it is far be. 
ter that they ſhould walk in the air, than be pent vp 
in a cloſe room and putrifying air, where their health 
muſt ſuffer more than even in the' exerciſe of their 
handicraft trade or vocation. . But that indeed Is obe 
of the leaſt of the evils which they muſt endure; wee 
they allowed to attend at every turbulent” aſſembly, 
which either the avaricious or the diſcontented may 
convene. Weak underſtandings are eaſily led aſtray by 
weak arguments. Their own morals And happineks, 
and the welfare of the church and ſtate, are' preatly in- 
tereſted in the ſuppreſſion of thoſe houſes, which were 
lately opened under the arrogant name of theological 
| ſchools. The act which ſuppreſſed them refledts bo- 
nour on the Britiſh ſenate, duch acts as this would 
indeed excite the zeal of the good and religious on the 
ſide of the legiſlature, and would ronſe; among thoſe 
whoſe actions muſt carry weight with them becauſe 
their characters are reſpected, ſuch a ſpirit and unani-, 
mity, as would enable the executive part of povern- 
men to ſupport itſelf with honour and tranquillity at 
home, and act with irrefiſtible vigour abroad. 
Why ſhould the preſent race, whether high or low, 
ſtand more in need of public diverſions on a Sunday 
than our forefathers in the lat and in the beginning of 
the preſent century? No good reaſon can be given. 
It may not indeed be improbable, that the true ongin 
of this new-created want is, that the greater part of 
the preſent race, from the defect of a religious educa- 
tion, or from ſubſequent diflipation, which is found to 
IG | obliterate 
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dbliterate all ſerious ideas, have no. reliſh for the, pro- | 
and natural methods of ſpending; our time on a 
desde, the performance of religions duties and tbe 


exertions of benevolence. 
No. XXI. ON. THE COMPLAINTS OF MEN 
Or LBARNING» %,. 


— 


1 


N impartial obſerver will be obliged to confeſs, 
hat if the real evils of men of genius and learn- 
ing be not greater than thoſe of others, yet the ſenſe of 
them is commonly more acute. 'The ſame. delicacy of 
feeling, which renders them icularly. ſuſceptible 
of intellectual beauty, makes them feel more ſenſibly 
the common diſtreſſes of human life. 

Men of roms and learning are, for the moſt part, 
in a ſtats of intenſe thought: while they, who are en- 
ged in leſs refined purſuits, are frequently in a ſtate 
of mental inſenſibility; and if happineſs is only in the 
mind, every little accident muſt arb his. repoſe who 
d always in meditation. The ſtring which is conſtantl 
kept n a ſtate gf tenſion will vibrate on the lighteſt 
yl OR 122 ww. eigne en 0. 2226.25 
he pleaſures of men af Iiterature, are thoſe which 
ariſe from the e of greatgeſs, novelty, and 
beauty ; pleaſures of the pureſt and moſt exalted na- 
ture, Perhaps; no ſtate is more truly happy than that 
of a man of genius, at the time he is cloſely engaged 
in ſurveying either of theſe three ſources of imaginative 


- 


enjoyment ; but the ver ty and. excellence 
theſe pleaſures are lee de occaſion of - 1 
to their votaries. Our preſent, condition will not per- 
mit merely mental gratifications to engroſs our whale 
care and attention; and when the mind reverts from 
its ideal bliſs to the occupations which its union with 
« body neceſſarily enjoins, the tranſition: from ſupreme 
delight to inſipidity and vexation, becomes the occa- 
los of a degree of miſery more than proportionate to 
tic degree of lot happineſs. | | * 
| Ch 3 Perfection 
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Perfection is ever the object of genius; bit perfee. 
bun is not to be found in human affairs. "Genius fn. 
erefore, diſguſted with the impoſſibility of obtaining 
that which is conſtantly in its view. This it ſuffers in 
the receſſes of ſtudy : but upon entrance into the tranſ. 
actions and employments of buſy life, the perfedion 
which it aims at is much more rarely viſible; ©Objeds, 
which to the common mind are pleaſing or indifferent, 
appear to the mind of genius deformed and diſguſting ; 
becauſe they fall ſhort of that image of perfection, 
formed in the fancy, to which, as a ſtandard, every 
thing is uſually referred and compared. Thus acute- 
neſs of diſcernment ſeryes to diſcover concealed ble. 
miſhes, as the microſcope ſees a ſpot where the naked 
eye beheld r but beh. nh 
The man of ſtudy is generally engaged in ſerious 
_ employments, He lives (Shave, as the Greeks call 
it) conſtantly attentive to ſome end. The reſt of the 
world devote the greateſt ſhare off their time to eaſe, 
merriment, and diverſion. The man of Tevere ſtu 
is ſometimes drawn from his cloſet, in compliance wi 
cuſtom, or ſolicited by importunity, to partake of the 
ordinary amuſements of common life. * He goes with 
reluctance and timidity ; for perhaps he cannot ſhine | 
in company, and he looks upon every àvocatiou as an 
obſtacle to the accompliſhment of his chief end and 
wiſhes. He returns with chagrin, becauſe, in the hour 
of convivial gaiety or of feſta] levity, he has found hu 
merits paſs unnoticed, and his authority treated with 


neglect. | 

| Ti ſeveral cauſes which have been thus far aflipned 

for the querulous diſpoſition of literary men, cannot re- 

flect on them any diſgrace : but there are others equally 

probable, and more diſhonourable, 14h IM 
They who are conſtantly endeavouring to add to their 

attainments, mean at the ſame time to increaſe their 


| value and acquire reputation, Every ſtep of progrel- 


five advancement fills the breaft of the proficient with 
a kigher opinion of his own merit, and confirms his 
conſciouſneſs of ſelf-dignity. But the world is not 

rivy to every new acquiſition which the ſtudent = 
in his cloſet. He therefore increaſes his 1 
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| : 
before his companions are ſenſible of an in- 
— merit. From diſappointed pride, therefore, 
the cultivator of knowledge derives no inconfiderable 


rt of his uneaſineſs. 
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Every end that is worth purſuit, has a great num- 
ber of — Competitors naturally look upon each 
other as enemies, mutually oppoſing their ſeveral wiſhes. 
This jealouſy is no where to be more frequent, 
or more violent, than among the purſuers of —_— 
honours. The ſtudent is therefore often envious, and, 
than Envy, as the ſatiriſt remarks, no Sicilian tyrant- 
ever invented a torture. - Ek 

Perhaps, after all, that lowneſs of ſpirits which a 
ſedentary life, and an unremitted attention produce, 
may give riſe to complaints founded only in an hypo- 
chondriac imagination. - , | ie nt 

Whether or not theſe are the true cauſes of the com- 
plaints and wretchedneſs of the learned, it is not very 
material to determine. Certain it is, that they whos. 
ve furniſhed with the means of the greateſt happineſs, . 
ue frequently the moſt miſerable. By attending to 
great things, they neglect thoſe which appear little, 
but on which our happineſs greatly depends. 
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No. XXII. sTRICTURES ON MODERN 
"10-4 rr 


HE negle& of the claſſics, and of the ancient 
moral philoſophers, in modern education, tends 

no leſs to injure virtue, and every valuable and lovely 
diſpoſition of the heart, than to corrupt taſte, and de- 
1 2 "ES als 3388 
It is true indeed, the preſent times, compared 
with the ancient, are properly the old age of the world. 
And if we reaſon from analogy, we muſt conclude, 
that they ſurpaſs, in n of external natures 


the ages which have preceded. - Accordingly we find 
n all thoſe things, a ſill HIT —— depends 
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on long experience and extenſye obſervation, that the 
moderns poſſeſs an indiſputable ſuperiority. In uſefy 
Tience, and in natural philoſophy, the ancients, fall o 
ſhort, as not to bear the compariſon. Ariftotle and 
Pliny committed their dreams to writing, inſtead of a 
authentic natural hiſtory, and a rational ſyſtem of ply. 
fies, No one can; juſtly-queſtion their ingenuity, bu 
they wanted authentic matter for its exertion; They 
were contented with reports, not only concerning ſub, 
jects which they had no opportunity of examining, but 
concerning thoſe which fell under their notice. They 
induced general remarks from too ſmall à number of 
particulars, ' Pliny indeed ſeems to have written a phy. 
fical romance, with an intention: to entertain, rather 
than to; diſcover and communicate ſevere truths. The 
more marvellous his repreſentation, the better it an- 
ſwered his purpoſe, ok: | it was not very likely to be 
ſtrictly canvaſted in an age when the true ſpirit of pli- 


loſuphical enquiry was totally un f 


The ancients had not thoſe inſtruments of ſeience, 
the air-pump, the teleſcope, and the microſcope. And 
among their principal obſtructions, is to be numbered, 
the want of knowing the futility of hypotheſis, when 
unſupported by experiment. While fancy was allowed 
to amuſe herſelf in Traming fyſtems of her own,. reaſon * 
junk in repoſe, and declined the painful taſk. of cloſe 
examination. The ſincereſt admirer of the ancients will 
therefore give up their pretenfions to ſcientific excel. 
lence; and though he will recommend the ſtudy of 
Pliny as à claſſic who writes agreeably, yet will he adviſe 
the votary of "ſcience to ſubſtitute, in the place of bim 
and of all the ancient naturaliſts; the works of Boyle, 
of Newton, of Buffon, and of the numerous writers in 
the Philoſophical Tran fattzoms. 34820, 17 9.4 4 * 

But for their defects in natural, the ancients com- 
penſate by their excellence in moral, philoſophy. Me- 
chanical inſtruments were not wanted to make obſerva. 
tions on human nature. Natural ſagacity, improved 
by generous education, and exerciſed in à civil 
community, was enabled to make juſt concluhons 
concerning the powers, the paſſions, the duties, the 


wages of man as an individual, and as ede 
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vith others in his domeſtic, ſocial, and civil relations. 
But the knowledge of nature and of her operations, 
compared with the denowledge of ourſelves and of our 
duty, is of ſmall conſequen ge. , 
It i- july remarked, that our Eagliſh divines are the 
teft moraliſts with reſpect to matter, whom the world 
ever produced. And for this it is eaſy to account. Th 
eſtabliſhed their precepts on the firm baſis of reveale: 
religion, and not on the ſandy foundation of human 
fſtems. But the misfortune is, that they are. little 


be ey attended to by thoſe who ſtand moſt in need of reforma- 
ver of WY don. The libertine, the man of the world, the polite 
ru modern philoſopher, has been taught to aſſociate the 
"The idea of dulneſs to a ſermon, and would fear the . a 
8 ation of prejudice, if he were to profeſs a belief of re- 
* ceived religions, and conform his actions to their pre- 
ay cepts, His creed is formed from the opinions of Vol- 
Pl tire, Rouſſeau, Helvetius, Hume, and many others, 


who have peryerted taſte, genius, and learning, to the 
purpoſe of ſupporting unlimited libertiniſm. © 
It is not likely, that he who is taught to look upan / 
himſelf only as an animal, farniſhes indeed with a 
ſuperior degree of ſagacity, but, like his fellow-brutes,. 
doomed to periſh for ever at death, ſhould poſſeſs that 
elevation of ſentiment which Chriſtianity inſpires, and 
which is neceſſary to conſtitute the great man in the 
private as well as in the public ſcenes of life. Hi 
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But ancient philoſophy teaches to reſpect humanity. 
es 


irom a juſt ſenſe of the ſuperior nature and endow- 
ments of a human creature, was a precept of the earlieſt. 
philoſophers, and was thought to be the beſt ſecurity 
for 2 generous and. virtuous conduct. It is not pride: 
WE + 8 
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for pride conſiſts in arrogating merits to which it has 
claim : but it is an — idea of our own dignity 
in the ſcale of being, when compared with the brue, 
and a reſolution to ſupport it. Yet ho ſhould he 
think or act like the Jord of the Creation, who l. 
taught by the inſinuations of modern philoſophers, tha 
mart is to be claſſed in the ſame ſpecies with the ape 
and the monkey? . | | add TE: 
Among the profligate, indeed, and the uninſtructech 
we ſee humanity ſadly degenerated. Attentive only to 
the ſolicitations of the ſenſes, and obedient to ever 
paſſion, the vulgar, both of the higher and the lower 
ranks, lead a life truly and merely animal, If, hoy. 
ever, it be wiſdom to live according to nature, and 
the newly-divulged opinion, that man is, no more by 
nature than a ſagacions brute, be true, then ave thoſe 
whom we call the baſet and moſt worthleſs of man- 
kind the patterns of imitation, and the only philoſo- 
pliers. Education, on theſe principles, is 80 longer 
neceſſary. The paſlions are competent guides, and the 
more violent they are, the more unambiguous their 
directions. Let our ſchools be ſhut up, for why ſhould 
we be at the pains to ſtudy, while true wiſdom and vir. 
tue are to be learned at an eaſy rate, of our brother, 
beaſts in the ſtable and rhe dog-kennel ? © | 
It has been the aim of the earlier Poets, Legiſlator, 
ages, and Reformers, to advance human nature from 
ts. primeval rudeneſs, to all the perfection of which 
it is capable in a ſtate of civikization.' Men in general 
have willingly followed their dictates, and have found 
progreſſive happineſs in progreſſive improvement. I 
was reſerved for the preſent age of paradox, to reconcile 
the idea of advancement with retrograde motion, af 
improving human life, by reftoring habits; _ 
and weakneſſes, long exploded amd | overcome. E A 
well known, that ſeveral celebrated writers. have in. 
ferred the abſurdity of many, not only innoeent, bat 
laudable and beneficial notions and practices, fron 
their being unknown, er different from thoſe eſtabliſhed 
in favage nations in the ſtate of nature. In order 0 
imbibe ideas of decency and moral fitneſs, they bat 


obliquely referred us to the groves- of: Otaheite. = 


% 
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ſuch writers ſhould have ap is wonderful; but it: 
is ſtill more ſo, that. they, ſhould have found numerous 
readers and admirers, And it isa-ftriking event in the 

hiſtory of mankind, that,, after; the efforts of: I. 
thouſand years in promoting civilization, many my 
found. deſirous of. returning to the wretched ces of: 
lavage life. g 631 Sas Ait. 

Rut even hee who is taught to revere the wiſdom of 
the naked Indian, and to deſpiſe the improvement 
bis own times and. nation, is more likely: to think and 
a& with dignity, than the man who believes himſelf. a 
machine. Such. an one, to be confiſtent, muſt re- 
nounce the idea of. the ſoul's ſupremacy over the actions 
of the body, and muſt Ag himſelf to the impulſe of: 
that blood, of which alone he believes himſelf. to con - 
kſt.. As-an engine he will. yield to every motion with - 
out "SITY the perfeQian; of. the machine de: 
pends on its moving with the leaſt poſſible friction · or 
impediment. The miſtake of him who looks · on him 
ſelf in this light, is almoſt as abſurd. as that of the hy- 
pachondriac viſionary, who, in the- temporary madneſt 
of his reverie, imagines himſelf transformed into inani- 
mate matter. 

The dark and: difputatious ſtyle and manner; in» 
which the modern N 0 vents his ſceptical ideas,. 
though it may give his diſeiples a turn for metaphyſics, 
and teach them. to involve a diſpute in perplexity, has 
very little tendency to improve the underſtanding, to» 
give a.clearneſs. of conception, or to promote. a frank. 
and manly: diſpoſition. at 

It is indeed with · a pleaſare-equal to that of · turning: 


from a putrifying carcaſe; to..behold the living body 
in a ſtate of youth and beauty, that one leaves = poor 
inventions, of, the vain: ſeeptie, and the gloomy meta- 

phyſician, to recollect the names: and opinions» of 80 
crates, Plato, Xenophon, and Cicero. Eromathefe I: 


| learn, what / is. confirmed by Chriſtianity, that Ichave a. 
* foul within me, which ſhall ſurvive its.periſhable habi- 

ſhed tation, Theſe inform me, that human nature approaches 
710 the divine; that virtue will make me happy in my- 
you {elf,, and recommend me to the favour of that Being 


was conſtantly * world he firſt 2 
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man without religion. Nor will he become a 


| 
1 


The philoſophy of the moderus exeludes all re 
Infidelity is its baſis. But can there be — 
man without religion? There may be a cunning, 4 
witty, an audacious man; but there cannot be a 

ſe... 
nator, a good judge, a good commander, =. pvp 
lower departments of civil and ſocial life with intepri 
and honour, who diſregards an oath, and from princi 
ple ſeeks only ſelf-intereſt and private gratification. 
The man of the world, it is true, will often diſcharge 
the duties of his ftation with regular propriety. A re: 
gard for fame, a deſire to enlarge — to pre ſerve con- 
nections, will keep him within the bounds of appatent 
rectitude. But, where deviation can be concealed, 
where compliance with temptation is compatible with 
ſafety, what ſhall reſtrain him? Nothing in the moral 
ſyſtem of a philoſophical unbeliever. * N 


No. XXIII. on THE STYLE OF HISTORY, 


: 


— 1 


mind, and beſt fitted to produce on ĩt a powerful and ge- 
nuine effect. | CIV 5 

The diction of oratory ſhould be nervous, p nted,. 
im petuous, and adorned with every embelliſkment 
which rhetoric has invented. Poetry \admits-a fle 
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up of graces. Every ornament, natural and ar- 
. find a place in it. But it is not ſo with 
diſtory: for the purpoſe of hiſtory is truth, and truth 
vires no more than to be fairly, openly, and unaf- 
ſectedly exhibited. If then the embelliſhments appro- 
— to poetry and eloquence are borrowed by the 
Miſtorian, though his work may delight a vitiated taſte, 
he muſt not be recommended as a model. Hiftory- . 
hould indeed poſſeſs a dignity ; but it ſhould ariſe, 
lke the majeſtic dignity of Grecian architecture, from 
the ſimplicity of its ornaments. - * 85 
No good rule is unſupported by a reaſon. Now the 
reaſon why hiſtory admits not a profuſion of embelliſh- = 
ment is, that ſuch embelliſhment. cannot be applied 
without an obvious appearance of art; but the appear- 
ance of art tends to call in queſtion the hiſtorian's ve- 
racity, his primary and indiſpenſible excellence. The 
mind is naturally ſuſpicious, and, where it finds art in 
one inſtance, it will expect that it exiſts in another, 
and is not ſeen, only becauſe it is concealed with more- 
ſubtilty. n 
Livy and Tacitus, excellent as they are in general, 
have been convicted of deviating into poetry. There 
are many paſſages in both of them; which, if you at- 
tend to the accentual and not to the ſyllabic quantity, 
may be ſcanned like hexameter verſes.” The "anguage 
and thoughts in Livy's de ſeriptions are oſten highly 
poetica; as, to mention, for. inftanee, one particular 
paſſage, is the celebrated account of the eombats of 
the Horatii and Curiatii, But this muſt be faid in the 
defence of both, that they are tranſported by the 
warmth of their minds, when they are deſeribing a. 
very intereſting tranſaction, and that, for the moſt part, 
their narrative proceeds with all the dignity and ſim- 
plicity of a correct taſte. Their deviations into poetry, 
though not ſtrictly defenſible, yet, as they appear to be 
the genuine effects of their feelings excited by extraor- 
dinary occaſions, are really not diſpleaſing. We can 
bear a few occaſional flaſhes ; but our eyes would turn 
away with pain from. a long and continued glare. Yet 
names muſt not overpower the authority of reaſon and. 
uſt criticiſm ; and, if Herodotus, or Livy, or a 
Ve 
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have admitted ornaments inconſiſtent, either in the 
nature and number with an. unaffected ſimplicity, they 
ace ſo far faulty. Ty | aq 63 8 
The aſſertion, that unaffected ſimplicity is the moſt 
beautiful grace of the hiſtorical ſtyle, and that the dic. 
tion ſhould. not be ſuch, either in the;conftrattion o 
ſelection of words, as. to allure the Aatteation- of th 
reader from the facts to the worfls,, from the hero 10 
the writer, though it is perfectly conſiſtent with my 
own opinion, does not rely for ſupport on my judg- 
ment alone, but is fully confirmed by the beſt judges 
of antiquity, Ariſtotle, | emetrius 5 Lucian, 
and Cicero. I have read ſeveral. paſſages of their writ. 
ings, which I forbear to quote, Ä It. was agreed 
in projecting this edition, not to inſert any paſſages in 
languages which might not be underſtood. by the gene- 
ral reader.. | | | | | 
With theſe: ideas. then in our minds, we will take 2 
view of. hiſtory, as. it appears. at preſent in the hands 
of recent hiſtorians, who have boldly claimed and te- 
ceived the palm. 1 
It is generally, agreed among learned critics, that: 
ſome of the moſt popular hiſtorians of. France have vic. 
lated the ' gravity eps ago of the hiſtoric page, by. 
perpetual attempts to be witty. When: the reader 
takes up the hiſtory of a celebrated age and a-renowned. 
king, his mind is in a tone to admit elevated ideas, 
and ſuch as are conſiſtent with ſo. noble and majeſtic a 
ſubject. And, though his imagination.may be a little 
diverted, his taſte and judgment are. offended at find - 
ing, in the place of manly reflections, every paragraph. 
terminating with the pert. witticiſm of. an epigram. 
It is evident, that ſuch works may afford pleaſure, be- 
cauſe many have been. pleaſed with. them, but it-is 
equally certain, that. the pleaſure is not ſuch as reſults. 
from legitimate. hiſtory. - The writer mpg labour 
to diſplay. himſelf. and his. own ingenuity. ; but it 15 
one great ſecret. in the art of. writing, that the writer 
ſhould keep himſelf out of ſight, and cauſe the ideas, 
which he means to. convey, of... whatever kind they 
may be, to engroſs the reader's attention. They can- 
not. indeed otherwiſe produce their proper effect. * 
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there are any readers, who chooſe to have the writers 
preſent to their view, rather than the matter on which 
de writes, they may be ſaid to reſemble thoſe ſpecta- 
tors who go to the theatre rather to ſee and hear a 
farourite actor, than to attend to the perſons of the 
drama. It is not Shakeſpeare's Hamlet or Lear whom 
they admire, but ſome name which ſtands in rubric 
characters on the walls and in the play-bills, SEE 
But let us confine our preſent remarks to the hiſtorical ' 
tae, which has of late - prevailed in our own country. 
It is certainly better than the French taſte ; but, if ws - 
may judge by the reception of one or two works out of 
ſeveral, it is by no means perfect. The hiſtorian of 
Charles the Fifth poſſeſſes ſo many excellencies, that it 
is almoſt ſacrilegious to detract from his merit. But no 
writer is perfect; and I doubt not, from the opinion I 
entertain of his taſte and candeur, that he wil con» 
ſeſs, when the -ardour of compoſition is abated, that 
his ſtyle has deviated from the hiſlomcal to the decla+ 
matory. He relates the councils as well as the wars of 
nations with all the vehemence of a Demoſthenes, and 
the rapid eloquence of a Ciceronian Philippic.. The 
ſtyle is glowing and animated in a high degree; but 
does nature dictate, that a long and-diffuſe diſſertation 
on ſuch ſubjects as the feudal ſtate, or on others equally 
diſpafionate in themſelves, ſhould be treated in a ſtyle 
which would become an orator in the act, of. rouzin 
his ſluggiſh countrymen to repel an invader? I will 
not enter into an enquiry, whether ſach. long diſſerta- 
tions legitimately belong to hiftory/ or to another ſpe- 
cies of com poſition. I believe they. might more pros 
perly be claſſed under the name of: Political Diſſerta 
tions. They find no place in the purer models of an» 
tiquity ; and the res has certainly a right to com- 
plain, when they occupy a-diſproportionate part of. a 
work, and appear in place off fats, on which. he 
might make his own reflettions. But the ſixe and vis 
vivida, or the life and the fpirit which is diffuſed over 
this reſpectable writer's page, ; induces us to forget a- 
while the rules proſenibed by the: nie, of eriticiſm. 
What though he ſeems to have made Demoſthenes his 
model, inſtead of Livy ar Herodotus, yet ſurely, what 
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bears any reſemblance to the ſpirit of that noble Aths. 
nian, cannot fail to delight and improve. And it 
ought to be remembered, to the honour of this writer, 
that he has not made his hiſtory the vehicle of any 
opinions deſtructive of the civil or religious ſyſtems of - 
his country. Par 00 TINA e 
It would be happy, if this praiſe could be extended 
to all our hiſtorians ; but there, has appeared a hiſtory, 
the faults of whoſe ſtyle ſhould have paſſed-unnoticed, 
if the matter had been leſs reprehenſible. The ſhyle 
diſplays not the honeſt warmth of a Robertſon, but ap. 
pears with an air of ſoft and ſubtle inſinuation, better 
adapted to introduce a lurking poiſon. © The wordt 
are well choſen ; but the coliocation of them is feeble 
and effeminate, though painfully elaborate and affect. 
ed. There is ſcarcely a ſentence throughout | the 
work without an idle epithet, which, While it loads 
and wearies the ear, adds little to the meaning, and 
leſs to the force of the period. There is à diſguſting 
affectation of faſtidious 1 here is alſo a tedi- 
ous ſameneſs in the ſtyle, which renders the reading a 
toil, and which will gradually conſign the work to its 
aceful ſhelf, as ſoon as the faſhionable world ſhall 
have found another idol; which, indeed, cannot be: 
diſtant event, ſince variety is eſſential to its enjoyments; 
and great books, though written by a man of faſhion, 
an infidel, and a Lord of the Admiralty, are full great 
evils. | | D an 
The very weak, inſolent, and paſſionate manner, in 
which this writer anſwered one of his opponents, leaves 
His readers to conclude, that his philoſophy has more 
in it of oſtentation than reality. The whole work, in- 
deed, exhibits marks of exceſſive vanity and conceit. 
But, ſuch as it is, the learning and the labour diſplayed 
in it ſhould have ſecured my reſpect, had it not inſo- 
lently and wickedly laboured to exterminate the laſt 
remains of morality and religion from my country. 
It furniſhes arguments for the ignorant and vicious in 
their diſputing aſſemblies, and 2 indireQly tends to 
ſap the — — of human happineſs and of civil 
—.— For, though the more ſearned and the 
tter part of the community de ſpiſe che weak and = 
22939 | an 
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and wicked attempt, et it muſt be remembered, that 
the majority con ſiſts of the fooliſi and the ꝓroſligate. 
It was a mean ſubterf to make hiſtory the oblique 
channel of theological infidelity, Aningenuons. young 
man takes up the book, from. the laudable motive of 
improving bis mind with hiſtorical knowledge, _ But 
25 he reads, he finds himſelf corrupted, and is cheated - 


on, WY fon and libertiniſm. The author, like 
iced, others of his claſs, meant little more: than to acquire 
hl litinſon by alarming mankind by the attack of what 
Fe they have been taught to hold dear and ſacred. But 
— though vanity is indiſputably the motive, the conſe- 


quences are no leſs malignant than if the work had ori- 
ginated in malie. , t % Lalnnac . 
How much better had he conſulted his own comfort 


. i be ci! day, on the bed of fickneſs, and at the hour 
wry of death; had he adopted the humility of the Chriſtian, 
* and aimed at no other diſtinction than the eſteem and 
; applauſe of the worthy! But ſuch is the vanity; of 
15 man's heart, that he is willing to reſign, for the ſake 
. of an imaginary life of fame, all hopes of a real and 
a happy immortality, $54; 4040 EN dell 
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= No. XXIV. ON THE MANNER OF WRITING 
dy VOYAGES AND; TRAVELSs:; 


T is obſerved by thoſe decifive critics, the book - 

ſellers, who judge of the merit of a book by the 
criterion of its ſale; that few: books have ſucceeded 
better of late than voyages and travels. Now, as that 
which ſucceeds is purſyed' with-ardbur, every ſuperficial 
lripling, who takes a trip, takes. alſo notes as he goes 
dong; and, when he returns, puts them into a book- 
ſeller's hands to be furbiſhed up, and ſwelled to a 
marketable ſize ; and then out {ki ps a brace of volumes. 
This, it muſt be confeſſed, is an ingenious method of 
making a journey pay its own expences. | 
It is not uncommon far Criticiſm to employ herſelf 
n pointing out the end or purpoſe of any ſpecies of 

Writings 


in 
es 
re 
n- 
t. 
ed 
b ; 
| 
fo 
n 
0 
il 
e 
n 
L 


— S— 


— —— 
—* 


-— — — 
— u. 


— 


— 


= 

; 
. 
I. | 

þ 


— 
— 


2 * 2 1 — - . 

ap ' _ _ N : = 

— * 7 - = _ —_ — _ - 
—————— ͤœ EN 


. E 8 8 *A Y 8, No. 20 


who had ſupported virtue and religion with ſuch pecy- 


faithful adherence to nature, are able to effect. 


writings or writers; as, inſtance, the end of 
which is to pleaſe; of hiſtory, which is to inſtruct; and 
ſo of the reſt. Now, without any great theoretical 
ſkill, and without peruſing a page of Ariftotle; it is 
clear, that the end of the greater part of writin-z 
and writers is the copy- money. What will fell, is often 
the firſt object; not what is conformable to the eternal 
laws of truth and propriety, nor what will ſerve the 
eſſential intereſts of ſocietx. | | 
To pleaſe, is certainly a very valuable end. He who 
ergy innocently has performed his ' taſk well; but 
ere, it ſeems, lies the difficulty. In order to pleaſe, 
it is found neceflary, through the dearth of genius, to 
introduce licentious ideas, and to ſtrike at ſome of the 

outworks of religion and morality, . #4 

The Voyages to the South Seas are, indeed, in their de- 
ſign, of a kind very ſaperior to thoſe which I mean to cen- 
ſure. They do honour to the reign in which they wer 
undertaken. Theyexhibit human nature in new lights, 
and furniſh abundant matter for philoſophical reflec- 
tion. They are to the curious mind of man, moſt de- 
lightfully entertaining; but the firſt Writer of them 
fel into a moſt lamentable error. Inſtead of relating 
the events, and leaving the reader to comment on them, 
he not only makes the comments himſelf, but make! 
ſuch comments as tend to invalidate ſome of the molt 
comfortable parts of the creed of his countrymen. Every 
reader was aſtoniſhed when he found a Hawkeſworth, 


liar energy of dition and of ſentiment, adventurim it 
laſt to call in queſtion: a particular Providence, I 3 
very certain, that we might have been informed 
ſome remarkable features in the Otaheitean charafter, if 
the indelicate and corrupting: repreſentations had 
been totally omitted. Bat who can wonder at what 
was written, when a Sandwich was the patron? 

Who has read the exquiſite touches of nature and 
b ne in Sterne's Sentimental Journey, without 
feeling his nerves vibrate with every tender emotion! 
Sterne has ſhewn what a true ſimplicity of ſtyle, _ 


wiſh it were poſſible to give him the. praĩſe of 1 
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15 well as of genius; but the poiſon he conveys is ſub- 
tle, and the more dangerous as it is palatable. I be- 
leve no young mind ever peruſed his books withour 
inding thoſe paſſions rouſed and inflamed, which, after 
al that the noveliſt can advance in their favour, are 
the copious ſources of all human miſery. Many a 
connection, begun with the fine ſentimentality which 
derne has recommended and encreaſed, has termi- 
nated in diſeaſe, infamy, want, madneſs; ſuicide, and 
gibbet. Every writer, Whatever may be his life, 
hould take the ſide of virtue in his public writings, 
and endeavour to reſtrain the irregularity of thoſe affec- 
tions, which, under — reſtraint, are ſtil} capable 
of producing more evil than any other cauſe through - 
out the whole ſyſtem of human affairs. It is cur rea- 
ſon which wants all the aids which art can beſtow. . Our 
paſſions, without the ſtimulus of licentious or indulgent 
principles, will have ſtrength ſufficient to produce alt 
that nature meant, and much more than ſhe meant 
they ſhould produce. | 9 an 
Much of Sterne's journey is certainly founded on 
fiction ; but it has nevertheleſs afforded a model to 
thoſe, who have pretended to relate nothing but the 
truth, His ſentimental and exceſſive ſenſibility was 
tound ſo engaging, that moſt of the ſubſequent au- 
thors of travels have been induced to interweave into 
the body of their work an amorous epiſode. We have 
been made acquainted with the embowpoint of a ſervant 
at an inn, or rather at a hedge MHlehouſe,. and the part- 
ing pangs of the ſmitten traveller and his Dulcinea del! 
Toboſo, have been recorded in London for our edifi- 
cation. The authors might poſſibly have been involved 
in a low or criminal amour, or have paid attention to 
Madame de Blot, or a Madame d' Urſay; but why 
inſorm their readers of their gallantry, unleſs t 
mean to draw attention by inflaming ' thoſe combuſtible 
paſſions, which, in youthful hearts, catch fire, like 
under, at a ſpark ? The book however will be pretty ſure 
to ſell, and therefore will be encouraged by thoſe mo- 
den Mzcenas's, the bookſellers and the circulating 


librarians, 


N othing 


EY 
: 
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Nothing is e diſplay: that kind of 
wit, which conſiſts in obſcenity, and in, blaſphemy... He 
cannot fail to attract notice, . who attacks opinion 
which are held ſacred ; and it was not difficult for hin, 
who panted for diſtinction only, to obtain it by burn. 
ing the temple of Diana. hs! the ; 

A few arrows have therefore been-bbliquely thrown, 
by the travellers. of late years, on the Chriſtian reli 
gion. The maſque is the ridicule of Nee but the 
maſque is tranſparent. - All religion.is3nduretly ſtigma. 
tiſed as weak ſuperſtition. Scriptural phraſes are uled 
with wanton profaneneſs in ſome of our 177 popular 
travels, and thoſe levities and vices gently -palliated, 
which are forbidden by the ſacred laws, and by the 
Britiſh laws, and which Britiſh virtue has not yet ge · 
nerally admitted. - W's i 34.44] 

I really cannot help thinking, that voyages and 
travels require fewer of theſe or of any arts to render 
them entertaining than any debe writings. Every 
2 — ſenſe — obſervation muſt fee, as y ; 

ugh a foreign country, in every town and village 
into Which * — the 4% characteriſtic and 
circumſtances, which cannot fail to. pleaſe in the reci- 
tal. Truth only wants to be repreſented to render the 
narrative, alluring. : If any thing occurs injurious td 
the morals or the political principles of one's awn coun- 
try, it ought to be either totally ſuppreſſed, or repre- 
ſented with concomitant cenſure. | I have obſerved one 
favourite topic of the converſation as well as writing of 
many travellers: it is the charming licentiouſneſs of 4 
foreign ſabbath, They think their country much 10 
the dark in many particulars ; but the prohibition of 


public diverſions on a Sunday, they conſider as m_ 


indurance, as impolitic, and as a relique of 
barbariſm. W % og ene 

With reſpect to the contents of ſome books of travels, 
which have been well received, I cannot help 2 
it a ſpecies of literary fraud, when their authors f 
them with long hiftorical accounts, which every mat 
might have collected at his own fire-fide, as well as ft 


Venice or at Naples. And I own I was once great!) 
| | 2 | cheated 
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cheated in finding a very tedious” treatiſe on the con- 
mption"in 2 book" of ravels, ! whero/ the" tilbopugy - 
ed me to expect a large —＋ of information on foreign 
fs only; EE ne IS IORYT OTE 1ST 05 
el have often been cenſured for enumerating 
what are called — —„— I think the cen 
fure is unjuſt. Trifling occurrences are often | very 
amuſing ; but, if they were only amufing, and took: 
xp the room of other valuable matter, the | cenſure 
night be well founded: but — Kio to very im- 
portant ſpeeulations. They ſu hints; and hints, 
to a fertile mind, are more acceptable than formal dif- 
courſes ; evidently 'becauſe they ſead the mind to exert 
its own activity. Town Tam 'pleafed when the travel. 
ler ſpeaks in the firſt perſon, and conducts us from inn 
to inn, and town to town, with all the familiarity of 
an old acquaintance. Every thing which concerns bim 
intereſts us. We feel as he did in all his inconvenien- 
cies and di ſtreſſes, and derive; from the whole account 
of ſmall particulars,” as well as great, a very valuable 
ſhare and ſpecies of experience. 
The ſtyle of voyages and travels ſhould be plain, 
imple, perſpicuous, and unaffected. I think they ſel- 
dom appear to great advantage, but when written in 
the words of the traveller or voyager, at the very time 
at which the circumſtances; which he relates occurred. 
They have then the native hue and complexion of 
truth, which ſeldom fails to attach the mind when 
clearly preſented to its view, It was therefore a want 
of judgment and -of juſtice, which- cauſed the writing 
of Cook's Voyages to be given to Hawkeſworth, 
Hawkeſworth, it is reported, gained ſeveral thouſand 
pounds by thoſe materials, which poor Cook had gone 
round the world to collect, and to relate which, as 
it afterwards appeared, he was well able. The Public, 
it 13 well remembered, received Cook's narrative much 
more favourably than the impertinent philoſophy of 
Hawkeſworth, When the information is fo” dow and - 
curious as to confine attention by the force of its own 
attractions, the mind muſt nauſeate obtruded ſuperfluity. 
When voyages and travels are free from thoſe faults 
which T have endeavoured to point out, they are capa- 
ble 


g 
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ble of affording a very high and a very pure delight 


I know of no books of amuſement whatever: { yel 
adapted to _ ple. They ſatisſy chat eager 
thirſt after knowledge, which is found very ſtrong x 
A boyiſh age, and they contain nothing which can cor. 
rupt their imaginations. They intereſt the mind y 
much as a novel; but, inſtead of rendering it effenj. 
nate and debauched, they make it uſefully inquiſitne, 
and furniſh it with matter for reflection. Any. book, 
Which innocently + delights the young mind, is, at the 
fame time, much more improving than the beſt books 
written too profoundly or too ſeriouſly to be capable of 
attracting puerile attention. Anſon's Voyage, for 
Mſtance, will contribute more to call forth penius, 
and open the bloſſoms of the mind, than a dull didad 
treatiſe of the moſt ſagacious philoſopher. 
It is then an uſeful attempt to endeavour to clears 
ſpecies of books, which are capable of doing muck 
good, and affording much pleaſure,” from thoſe evils 
which a deſire of popularity and of gain has often ad 
mitted into them. What is already publiſhed-cannot 
indeed be recalled ;- but it may bly be uſeful to 
ſuggeſt to ſucceeding writers in this department, that 
they will then only deſerve the eſteem and favour of 
their countrymen, when they import from foreign lands 
the improvements which they find in them, and not wien 
they introduce additions to that folly, vice, and wrelb 
gion, which abound in all countries without importation. 


— 
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No. XXV. o THE FOLLY OF BEING ANX1- 
OUSLY CURIOUS. TO ENQUIRE WHAT |! 
SAID OF US IN OUR ABSENCE. , 


v — 
4 


T HE beſt diſpoſitions have uſually the ad 7 

fibility. They have alſo that delicate 
G a aMitted by 
the ſecret attacks of calumny and detraction. It is not 
an n 5-4 and exceſſive ſelf love, but a regard 


their reputations, which renders them ſorely 
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that, without which A feeling mind cannot be happy, 
„nich renders many of us attentive to every word 
hich is whiſpered of us in our abſence. 


t - gh . * ud. 

—_ From whatever motive it ariſes, an anxious curioſity 
-an cor. o know the reports. concerning . ourſelves is. an infal- 
nind u lible cauſe of miſery. No virtue, no prudence, no 
effen; (caution, no generoſity, can preſerve us from miſrepre- 
uiſitiye ſentation. Our conduct muſt be miſunderſtood by weak 
bon ellects, and by thoſe who ſee only a part of it, and 
- at the WY hattily form a judgment of the whole. Every man of 


eminence has thoſe who hate, whojenvy, and who af- 
able d ba to deſpiſe him. Theſe will ſee his actions with a 
e, for jandiced eye, and wall repreſent them to others in the 
nin WY colours in which themſelves behold them. Many from 
Hr careleſſneſs, wantonneſs, or from .a defire to entertain 
their company, are -inclined to 2 with reſpectable 
clears characters, and love to diſplay their ingenuity by the 
- much invention of a ſcandalous tale. Nothing renders a 
evils man more agreeable in many companies than his: poſ- 
en ad ſeſing a fund of delicious anecdotes. . 0 
cannot It 1s certain then; that from weakneſs, wantonneſs, 
fol to or malevolence, a man, whoſe merit renders him a 
;, that WY topic of converſation, will be miſrepreſented. . He, 
nar of who ſolicitouſly enquires what is ſaid of ham, will cer- 


 lanks tainly hear ſomething which will render him uneaſy. 


twien His uneaſineſs will be encreaſed, when he, finds the 
irreli poiſoned arrow is ſhot in the dark; ſo that no abilities 


ation, can repel the blow, and no innocence ſhield him from 
| the aſſailant, Open attacks can be openly oppoſed ; 
2 but the obſcure inſinuation proceeds without the poſſi- 


bility of reſiſtance, like the worm, which penetrates the 
_ ſhip which has withſtood the cannon, It is«better, 

therefore, not to be too anxious to diſcover attacks, 
which, when diſcovered, add to our torment; but can- 
not be ſucceſsfully reſiſted. 


Indeed, we are apt to feel upon theſe occaſions more 


= acutely than we ought. We are told by a menial ſer- 
| ſer- vant, or any other of our ſpies, that a perſon, whom 
ed for Wh e eltcemed our friend, has ſpoken flightingly of us, 
ed by made a joke por us, or caſt a ſevere reflection. Im- 
1s not mediately on earing the information, our blood boils 
rd to within.us, The indignity, we imagine, calls for - 
7 | warm 


_ 
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gerly liſtening to the caſual cenſare ' whiſpered in 1 
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warmeſt' reſentment. |Our friend is diſcarded, or of 
peRted, as a treacherous wretch, unworthy of our low 
and confidence. This ebullition of reſentmey 
is, Lam ready to allow, very natural, and ſo are mij 
other diſorders 6f the paſſions. But, if we wer 
ſtudy the caſe, and acquire a right idea of the wan 
men in ſociety, we ſhould find that in ſuch inſtances d 
reſentments may not only be too violent, but cat 
lefs ; for we ſhould recollect, that the human mind, with 
out abſolutely relinquiſhing its principles, is often in 
clined, from the incidental influence” of temper, . 
levity, of frolic, of intemperance;” of precipitation, 9 
ay inconſiſtently with them, and in a manner which 
the general tenour of our eonduct uniformly contradids 
We ſhould alſo recolleQ, that, beſides this temps 
rary variableneſs of the mind, the tongue is unruly; 
and, when the ſpirits or the paſſions are high, utter 
almoſt ſpontaneouſly what the mind, which ought w 
hold the bridle, would _— keep in. If we u. 
flet upon theſe things, and upon what has fallen 
under our experience, we may perhaps diſcover, that 
even real and worthy friends may ſpeak unkindly & 
us, without any deſign to hurt us, or to violate the 
bonds of friendſhip. It is the infirmity of human 11. 
ture which cauſes unintentional lapſes in the dutiesdf 
friendſhip, as well as in all other duties. By too es- 


careleſs manner, we encreaſe the evil, and cauſe a rup 
ture where none was intended,  * - —» | 

A man, who is conſtantly ſolicitous to hear the fr. 
ports which are raiſed of him, .of his family, and of 
his conduct, depends, in a great meaſure for happt- 
neſs, upon his ſervants ; upon thoſe, whoſe ideas ate 
narrow, and whoſe hearts too often ungrateful; who 
overhear a part of a converſation,” and ſupply the rel, 
when they repeat it, by invention; who love to en: 
tertain the viſitors and acquaintance with the private 
affairs of the houſe in which they live, and who are 
apt to blacken the characters of their ſupporters and 
protectors, in yevenge for a reprimand, or from the 
natural malignity of a bad heart. The tongue, 
Juvenal, is 'the worſt part-of a- bad ſervant.” my 
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| "after of a family, who is always endeavouring to col 

os 0 — js uttered by his humble friends, as ſervants 

5 "IS ve been called, will find himſelf ſubje&to perpetual 

e rifcation. And it is circumſtance which'renders 
mi {-licitude peculiarly un wife, chat, after all the idle 


tories which their garrulity or reſentment may lead 
dem to propagate, they may be as good ſervants as 
oy others he might engage in their room, or as human 
nature, in its uncultivated ſtate, is found in general to 
:ford. When their fooliſh words are uttered; they va- 
in into air; and the ſervants return to their duties; and 


— h probably will ſerve their maſters as uſefully and as faith- 
- which "ly as if nothing had been ſaid in their angry or un- 
radias hinking moments. 80 little meaning and weight are 


there in the words of the weak and the paſſionate, and 
ſo inconſiſtent with wiſdom to liſten to that tale, 
which, while it ſinks into the mind of him who hears 


ies hat he is the ſubje of it, paſſes over the minds of others, 

de was the ſhadow over the earth; or, ſuppoſing it to be 

fallen oticed, remembered, and even capable of doing him 

r, tn injury, he can only make it more miſchievous by 

dly c paying attention to it, and by giving it an importance 
not its own. a 


It will conduce, in a peculiar manner, to che peace 


an na 

utie of of all perſons who ſuperintend large families, or large 
too en: numbers of aſſiſtants, or of ſubordinate claſſes ; ſuch 
d in s the governors of ſchools and colleges, the generals 


of armies, the employers-of manufacturers, and many 
chers in ſituations ſomewhat ſimilar; if they can ha- 
bituate themſelves to diſregard thoſe calumnies, which 
will certainly be poured upon them, though they ſhould 
happi- not merit ill treatment. Their hearts will indeed 
as ate eiten be wrung with grief, if they are ſenſible of every 
; who WW | -natured whiſper which makes its way, like the worm 
e reſt, WH" the earth, and may at laſt eorrode the worthieſt ho- 
ro en: bm, if the breaſt-plate of reaſon is not previouſly ap- 
rivate Pied. Whoever has many individuals under his . - 
ho are rection, is expoſed to the malice of them all; and, as 
s and WY ©/poſitions and tempers are often diametrically oppo- 
m the Wi tte, he can ſcarcely fail to offend/ as many as he 
„ faid WY pleaſes: for the very conduct which pleaſes one ſet will 


ut the i be offence to the other, Friends, as well as ene 
maſter Vol. I. | G mies, 


and rational, yet it is really true; that we all eſtimate 
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mies, are liable to ill-humoyr and caprice ; and eyer 
malignant remark is as naturally levelled at the ſuper 
' Intendant as the muſquet at the target. A man, wh 
has many perſons under him, muſt not only not go in 
- ſearch of the darts which are thrown at him, but 
even when he cannot avoid ſeeing them, muſt let then 
waſte their force unregarded. If he does not adopt thi 
.conduR, his life will be a perpetual torment, and may 
poſſibly terminate in that which is the frequent death 
n „ 
Ferhaps we might be leſs inclined to-enquir 
what is ſaid of us in.our;abſence, and leſs affected with 
it when diſcovered, if we conſidered how freely we our. 
. ſelves are apt to ſpeak.even, of thoſe we love. We cenſure 
and we ridicule others, in the gaiety and thoughtleſſneſi 
of converſation, .and what we have ſaid makes ſo little 
impreſſion upon ourſelves that we forget it; and, in 
the next hour, — ſpeak with honour of the ſame 
. perſons, and then, and on all occaſions, would be 
ready to ſerve them. Beware of the man, ſays Horace, 
Who defends not his abſent friend when he is blanied 
by others, and who blames him himſelf, But ſuch is 
his nature, that, in a fit of levity, a man will ſpeak of 
another, and hear him ſpoken of, in ſuch terms as, in 
his ſerious moments, he would reſent. Let any man 
. aſk himſelf, whether he has not often ſaid ſuch things 
of others, without meaning to injure them, or ever 
thinking ſeriouſly of what he was ſaying, as, if he were 
to hear that they were ſaid of himſelf, in any manner 
whatever, he would not warmly » retaliate * Let hin 
then endeavour to ſee things in the ſame light, when 
he finds he has been careleſsly cenſured, in which be 
| ſaw them when he careleſsly cenſured others. Indeed, 
it muſt be allowed, that a man of ſenſibility and ho- 
nour cannot take too much pains to vindicate his cha- 
rater from any open and direct calumny ; but the 
ſame ſpirit, which leads him to that manly conduct, 
will induce him to leave the dirty dealers in ſcandal to 
themſelves, and to their mean occupations. © 
Though a delicate regard for character is virtuous 


* — 11 — — 1 — — — umi 


thers much higher than it c 
our own value . ers hug 1 
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timated by them. What is ſaid of us ſeldom ſinks 
ſo deeply in their minds as, from a vain idea of our 
own importance, we are apt to imagine. We are oc- 
caſonally talked of, it may be, in the courſe of com- 
non converſation, and ſerve for topics, together with 
the weather, the wind, and the news; but he who 
thinks that he is the conſtant object of his neighbours 
accurate and cloſe inſpection, is ignorant of human 
nature. Man's chief object of attention is himſelf ; 
ind though, to fill. an idle hour, he may talk of others, 
it is careleſsly and indifferently; and, whether he 
ſpeaks in praiſe or diſpraiſe, he often means neither to 
ſerve nor injure. From ſuppoſing ourſelves. of more 
conſequence with others than we are, we ſuſpect, that 
they are converſing about us when they really think 
not of us; and, when they are known by us to have 
ſpoken unkindly or contemptuouſly, we 1mmediately 
conſider them as declared enemies. Our ſuſpicions are 
wakened when led to entertain bad 2 of man- 
kind, and our good-humour is ſoured for ever. But 
good-humour,“ ſays an elegant writer, “ is the ſalt 
« which gives a ſeaſoning to the feaſt of life; and 
© which, if it be wanting, Tenders the feaſt incom- 
« plete. Many cauſes contribute to impair this ami- 
* able quality; but nothing, perhaps, more than bad 
„opinions of mankind.” To avoid bad opinions 
of mankind, much of their ill deeds, and ill ſayings, 
muſt be attributed to thoughtleſſneſs, and not only to 
malignity; we muſt not always be on the watch to 
hear what is ſaid againſt us in an unguarded hour; we 
muſt be humble, and conſider, whether we do not treat 


h de others juſt as we complain of being treated by them ; 
deed, BF and, while we complain of mankind, whe our- 
| ho- BY {{lves, and the diſpoſitions which we entertain, do not 
cha- furniſh ſome of the juſteſt cauſes of the complaint. 


Upon the whole, let it be our firſt obje& to do our 
duty, and not to be very anxious about any cenſure 
but that of conſcience. 

Let the weak and the ill-natured enjoy the 
pleaſure of whiſpering calumny and detraction, and let 
the man of ſenſe and ſpirit diſplay the wiſdom and dig- 
alty of diſregarding ow. The dog bays the moon, 

2 but 


124 E S S A * 8, No. 26. 


but the moon ſtill ſhines on in all its beautiful feen, 
and luſtre, and moves in its orbit with undiſlurbel 
tee ee 3 
a he ſcriptures, among all their other recommend. 
tions, abound with paſſages f 
I c 


| which finel portra 
human heart, I will cite one paſſage, which os 


appoſite to the ſubject of this paper: Take no heed 

, oy to all words that are ſpo en, leſt thou hear thy 
e ſervant curſe thee. For oftentimes alſd, thine own 
„heart knoweth, that thou thyſelf likewiſe haft curſed 
„ others,” | | _ 


et. — 
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T T ſeems to be tacitly agreed among men of the 
world, that, though books of moral inſtruction may 
afford pleaſure to the young, or to thoſe who love 
books, as a connoiſſeur loves a picture, or a virtuoſo 
his medals, yet they are really of little utility in the 
actual conduct of life. They aſſert, that a few prac- 
tical and artful maxims, collected from an actual inter- 
courſe with the urioß world, will be more ſerviceable 
than all the wiſdom of the moral philoſopher. 
It is very certain, that a knowledge of the world, 
as it is called, will teach ſuch a kind of wiſdom as will 
tend to advance one's intereſt, and procure connec- 
tions; but ſtill I muſt maintain, that in itſelf, and un- 
controlled by moral principles, it is a deſpicable kind 
of wiſdom ; for it is always incompatible with the in- 
genuoufneſs of a good mind, It inculcates a ſubmiſ- 
| ſion to many meanneſſes. It renders life a continued 
- ſeries of deceit ; and, indeed, ſo far from eſteeming 
| ſuch wiſdom ſuperior to that which we learn in books, 
I cannot help ang it a more refined, and conſe- 
quently a more execrable ſpecies of knavery. 
The morality of books 1s therefore neceſſary to give 
this ſubordinate wiſdom,” value, and dignity. It en- 
larges the views, and induces us not to eſteem * 
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ret at a higher rate than our conſcience and our inde- 
adence. It enables us to join, to the alluring qua- 
Fes of an inſinuating addrels, the reſpectable ones oft. 
1 manly ſpirit and unſhaken integrity. He xho ſets - 
dat in life with a mind untinctured with the morality: 
of books, though he W attain ſucceſs, can 
either deſerve it, nor adorn it, nor enjoy it. He 
who ſets out in life with moral principles deeply fixed 
n his heart, though a deceiving and deceived world 
ſhould negle& him, will find, in his. heart a ſource of 
joy, which the world, with all its riches and honours, 
cannot beſtow, | % 

But there is another objection raiſed- againſt the 
eficacy of the moral inſtruction of books. The mo- 
rai is accuſed of requiring too much, and of pre- 
ſcribing rules and ſuggeſting ideas of excellence, at 
which human creatures can never arrive. With all his 
pretended knowledge of the heart of man, he is ſaid 
to be, in general; quite ignorant of it, and to derive 
all his conceptions from beings who have not yet fallen. 
To leara ſuch wiſdom as will be really uſeful, we muſt 
ſhut thoſe books where pictures are exhibited, whoſe. 
originals are not to be found in this ſublunary ſphere. . 
The church, the porch, the Lyceum, and the academy, 
furniſh only imaginary notions. If you would attain. 
realities, you are obliquely referred to the brothel, . 
the gaming table, and to all the haunts of avarice, 
fraud, and vicious pleaſure. Theſe, ſay they, are the 
ſchools in which man is defcribed as he really exiſts ; 
and in theſe the knowing part of mankind ſeek and 
ind that wiſdom, which is vainly ſought by fools in 
the church or in the library. | 4 
It is true, that books do indeed. repreſent things 
better than they are; but it is as true, that, in doing 
ſo, they do what they ought. It is their praiſe, 
not their ſhame. They endeavour to raiſe. human na- 
ture, and they ſucceed in the attempt; for, however 
bad the world may be, the extremes of wickedneſs are 
to be found among thoſe who do not read, not among 
thoſe who have — educated in the doctrines con- 
tained in the moral philoſophers; and whatever ex- 
ated excellence occurs in the world, is. produced by 
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thoſe whofe minds have been cultivated by moral in. 
ſtruction. r 

If things were to be deſcribed by the moraliſt merely 
as they are; if only ſuch precepts were to be given 
him, as tend to teach the young mind how to deceive; 
and to practiſe thoſe vices which abound in the world, 
public degeneracy and corruption would certainly en. 
creaſe to a degree which 'can hardly be conceived, 


| Wrretched indeed is man without the aſſiſtance of a no- 


ral guide, and wretched, and even infernal would be 
the ſtate of fociety, if books were not continually em- 
ployed in checking our recipitate courſe to moral de. 
generacy, We can hardly imagine what an appear. 
ance ſociety would aſſume, if books were precluded; 
becauſe we can never experience any thing like it in 
theſe ages, when ſcarcely an individual arrives at ma- 
turity withont receiving ſome inſtruftion, oral or writ- 
ten, derived from books. | | 

I have myſelf heard it objectell to the great Addifon 
by men of the world, that they could not approve his 
writings, becauſe, as they ſaid, he labours'to render 
man what he never can be. I wilt take upon me to 
aſſert, that, notwithſtanding this chatge, more good 
has been done to the Engliſh nation by the Jucubn- 
tions of Addiſon, than by the active labours of any 
one individual, however high his ſtation and powerful his 
influence. The Spectators are at i this time every 
where read through the Britiſh empire, and much of 
the learning and the good qualities, which have ap- 
peared among us ſince their publication, has been 
derived from them. No books are more popular, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt orders; and that the Britiſh 
nation is not ſunk to the level of its neighbours, is to 
be, in great meaſure, attributed to a book of moral 


- Inſtruction, in which things are repreſented better than 


they are, and the comparative dignity of human nature 
nobly vindicated. „ N 
It is from the erroneous idea, that very little ad. 


vantage in the conduct of life is to be derived 


books of moral inſtruction; that our Engliſh ſermons, 
which abound in the beſt morality, enforced in the 
moſt powerful manner, are almoſt univerſally negle®t 
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They are bought by young divines for the uſe of 
— — but — are little — in the cloſet. An | 
inconcerned ſpectator would be led to ſuſpeR, that ED 
moſt men were inſincere, and that there ſubſiſted a tacit © . 
agreement between them to deceive and be deceived. 
For they, who attend to and 1 a ſermon as it is 
ronounced by the preacher from the pulpit, would 
flo to be found in their retirements with a volume of 
ſermons in their hands. If they really believed the 
matter- of ſermons, it is of ſo very intereſting a nature, 
that they muſt be tempted to read them with avidity ; 
but the ſame unfortunate idea prevails, that though 
the moral diſcourſe may ſerve in its proper place to 
amuſe an audience, it 1s not ſufficiently efficacious to 
be able to influence the conduct of life. It is conſi- 
dered as a matter of form, which very good ſort of 
people may attend to from motives of decency,” and 
then return to their former conduct unaltered and un- 
improved. 4 | 

he end which I have chiefly in view, in ſubmitting _ 
theſe remarks, is not only to recommend an attention 
to books and ĩnſtructive diſcourſes, but to produce, if 
poſſible, an alteration in the ſcope and object of that 
attention. I wiſh readers to take up a book with a a 
deſire to receive from it moral inſtruction, and not 
merely literary entertainment; Every one of us, what- - 
ever are our improvements, is liable to relax in his 
principles, ale they are frequently renewed and 
trengthened by admonition. Fortunately for us, books 
of morality abound ; and places, where inſtruction is 
given in the moſt ſolemn manner, and under the moſt 
aweful ſanctions, are almoſt daily opened for our re- 
_— But, alas! how few of us purchaſe and per- 
ule a book with a ſincere deſire to be rendered better 
men; and how many attend to the preacher ſolely to 
gratify our curioſity, and derive amuſement! Bad 
indeed muſt be the book and the ſermon, from which 
any man may not, if he will, receive ſome hint, 
which, when ſeriouſly reflected on, would lead to im- 
provement, But our want of humility, and our idea 
that ſubjects, which concern our worldly intereſt and 
pleaſure, are the only ſubjects worthy the care of a 
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man of ſenſe, render all Which the wiſeſt men has 
collected for our guidance utterly abortive, 
What are the books which men in the exerciſe of 
power, and men of buſineſs, chiefly: regard? Only: 
ſuch as have a tendency to facilitate the mechanic} 
parts of their ſeveral employments: poor and mean 
objects in compariſon with the ſublimity of ©objeds 
moral and religious. Yet all others they are too apt to ; 
| conſider as trifling and nonſenſical, ſerving indeed to 
fill up the time of thoſe who have nothing elſe” todo, 
but not worth the notice of the man of ſenſe and of 
the world. From ſuch modes of thinking oripinate 
narrowneſs, Hliberality, and ignorance, the fruitful 
parents of every vice which can render their poſſeſſotf 
miſerable, and be injurious to ſociety; * 
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Cannot help thinking, that the effect which a lite- 
1 rary work is found to produce, is the beſt eriterion 
of its merit; and that ſentiment or ing, after all 
that has been urged by theoretical critics, is the ulti- 
mate and infallible touchſtone to appreciate with pre- 
cifion the works of taſte and genius. Theoretical eri. 
ticiſm conſtitutes indeed a very ingenious ſpecies of 
writing; but, before I can be really pleaſed with 2 
mor a piece of oratory, I muſt feel its excellence. 
may be convinced of the merit of a work by a ſenes 
of abſtruſe and metaphyſical argumentation, and yet, 
on reading it, find myſelf greatly diſappointed. Thete 
is indeed, in all works of true taſte and genius, ſome- 
thing of that elevated nature, which-cannot be din 
out by verbal deſcription, and which can only be per- 
ceived by the vibrations it produces on the nervous 
ſyſtem. 15 2 oF 
: The inference F mean to- draw from this truth 15, 
that they who have enjoyed the benefits of a good 
education, and improved their parts which were natt- 
rally good, may deſerve the praiſe of 11. 
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| ounce on. a work, that it is good or bad, or 
3 particular remarks on its beauties and defor- 
mities, according to their feelings, even though they 
ſhould not be able or inclined to give ſuch ſubtle rea- 
ons for their judgment as have lately appeared in ſome 
ery ingenious writings of this age. 11 
| Thoſe readers will not deem this ſubject unneceſſary, 
who are informed, that even Mr. Addiſon has been 
refuſed, in the preſent age, the name and the praiſe 
of a critic. “ It muſt not be diſſembled,” ſays Dr. 
Hurd, “that criticiſm was, by no means, his talent. 
« His taſte was truly elegant; but he had neither that 
« vigour of underſtanding, nor chaſtiſed (philoſophical 
« ſpirit, which are ſo eſſential to this character. For 
« what concerns his criticiſm on Milton in particular, 
« and as to his own proper obſervations, they are for 
« the moſt part ſo general and indeterminate, as to 
« afford but little inſtruction to the reader, and are 
not unfrequently altogether frivolous.” But Addi- 
ſoa is cenſured in good company, even with Bouhours - 
and Longinus. E Nit SIE 0 
Some men are diſtinguiſhed by a ſuperior ſenſibility 
and a delicacy of taſte, others for an acute and logical 
underſtanding; thoſe are formed to excel in criticiſm, 
the others in philoſophy. The provinces are ſeparate; 
and it muſt * allowed, that philoſophy has oftener 
invaded the province of criticiſm, than criticiſm of 
philoſophy. Philoſophy may indeed derive much and 
valuable matter from philology ; but ſhe will aſſimilate 
it to herſelf, and the whole will be till philoſophy, 
She muſt ſtill allow criticiſm to judge by a teſt the 
leaſt fallible, when applied to works of imagination 
and ſentiment, the genuine feelings of improved and 
cultivated nature. ? would compare an abſtruſe phi- 
lolopher, when he conſiders the works of genius, to an 
anatomiſt, who will not pronounce a human body per- 
fect and beautiful till he has examined its internal con- 
formation; while the man of taſte may be ſaid to re- 
ſemble a ſenſible. ſpectator, who at firſt ſight, and 
without any laborious inveſtigation, pronounces a figure 
gracetul in its ſymmetry, ſhape, and colour. 
1 G 5 | What 
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What then, it will be-aſked, is criticiſm, to be left 
for ever vague and indeterminate, © and is there no 
ſtandard of taſte? I anſwer, that the feelings of the 
majority of men coinciding for a number of years in 
the ſame object, conſtitutes a ſtandard ſufficiently cer- 


rain and uniform, Men are ſo like each other in the 


conſtituent principles of their minds, that the work, 
which has oo the greater part during a long time, 
will pleaſe the whole, if their minds are properly cul- 
tivated, and will pleaſe them for ever. And, as to 
accidental differences in opinion, or deviations from 
this ſtandard, they are only the characteriſtie irregu- 
larities, which attend every thing fublunary, and have 
no evil conſequence on the general opinions. The 
perſons who entertain them are pleaſed with their 
error ; and, after all that has been ſaid with an air 
of importance, errors in matters of taſte are ſeldem 
1njurious either to individualy or to ſociety. 

In truth, I think the philoſophers arrogate too much, 
when they allow none but themſelves to give ſentence 
on the merit of a work. A polite and claſſical ſcho- 
lar, who has not. immerſed himſelf in the profundi- 
ties of modern metaphyſics, is, in my opinion, com- 
pletely qualified for the office of a critic., If, after 
reading a book, he pronounces, from the general effect 
of it on his ſentiments, that it is good or , ſolid or 
ſuperficial, elegant or vulgar, ſublime” or low; and, 
if the ſentence he pronounces is afterwards, or has al- 
ready been confirmed by the public voice; that ſcholar 
is a critic. And, indeed, ſuch criticiſm is far more 
valuable to the r readers, to ſerve and en- 
lighten whom ought to be the ſcope of every writer, 
than ſpeculative reſinements. U a 

At the ſame time, I would by no means di 
the admirable works of Ariſtotle. I have been de- 
lighted with the philoſophical criticiſm of many writers 
of North Britain, and with the beautiful illuſtrations 
of ancient critics and philoſophers, given to the world 

by a Hurd and a Harris. All I mean to contend for 
zs, that writers of this order ſhould not depart from 
their proper ſphere, that of philoſophy ; and, * 4 
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kind of literary luſt of dominion, extend their empire 
over that - agreeable -ſort of criticiſm, which has de- 
lighted and improved ſo many readers, and which has 
appeared ſo charming in the works of Longinus, Bou- 
hours, and Addiſon... . 2 Pos 

As a vindication of Addiſon, I will cite the words 
of his late penetrating | biographer. . ©* Before,” ſays 
he, „the profound obſervers of the preſent race re- 
«« poſe too ſecurely on the conſciouſneſs of their ſupe- 
4 rjority to Addiſon, let them conſider his Remarks on 
„Ovid, in which may be found ſpecimens of criti- 
« cilm ſufficiently, ſubtle and refined; let them peruſe 
« likewiſe his Eſſays on Wit, and on the Pleaſures of 
„Imagination, in which he founds art on the baſe of 
e nature, and draws. the principles of. invention from 
« diſpoſitions inherent in the mind of man, with {kill 
and elegance, ſuch as his contemners. wall not eaſily 
e attain,?? 55 e | 

I have introduced theſe. remarks with an intention to. 
vindicate the liberty of readers and writers, who really 
might fear to give their opinions in general terms on 
the merit of a work, or a paſſage of it, while their re- 
marks, unaccompanied with a formal and abſtruſe diſ- 
quiſition, might be in danger of receiving the con- 
temptuous epithets of frivolous and ſaperficial : epithets 
which writers ingenious'indeed, but too much attached 
to metaphyſical refinement, , have ventured to beſtow 
on that ornament of letters and of mankind, the chief 
writer in the Spectator: an author, whoſe criticiſms 
will live and flouriſh, when the dry ſpeculations which 
cenſure them ſhall fall to decay, and be as if they had 
never been. * . 1 | 

And with reſpect to the value and utility of thoſe 
very ſubtle diſquiſitions in criticiſm, which have diſtin- 
guiſhed the preſent age of literature, we. may perhaps 
collect an idea of the degree in which we ought to eſti- 
mate them, if we attend. to the advice of a very ju- 
dicious writer, 1 , ; 

* I would adviſe,” ſays a great philologiſt, a 
© beginner in this elegant ourtait, the Kad of cri-, 


& giciſm, to avoid ſubtle and far-fetched refinement, 
| | G6- & which, 
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„ which, as it is for the moſt part adverſe to peri. . 


cuity and truth, may ſerve to make an able 


ö y phiſt, 
but never an able critic.?” * FRG. 
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eſtimate national good merely by extent of terri- 
tory, richneſs of revenue, and commercial importance. 
J rather think that pure reli pow age Bos. fine 
taſte, ſolid literature, and all thoſe things, which, 
while they contribute to elevate human nature, contri- 


bute alſo to render private life dignified and comfort- 


able, conſtitute that true national good, to which po- 
htics, war, and commerce, are but. ſubordinate and 
inſtrumental. Indeed, one cannot always ſay ſo much 
in their praiſe; for, after all the goiſe which they 
make in-the world, they are often 1njurious to every 
thing, for which ſociety appears, in the eye of reaſon, 
to have been originally inſtituted. [ABC 4 L 
Under this conviction, I cannet help thinking, that 
' Fuch writers as an Addiſon and a Steele have cauſed a 
greater degree of national good than a Marlborough 
and a Walpole. They have ſucceſsfully recommended 
ſach qualities as adorn human nature, and ſuch as tend 
alſo, in their dire& conſequences, to give grandeur and 
ſtability to empire. For, in truth, it is perſonal merit 
and private virtue, which can alone preſerve à free 
country in a proſperous ſtate, and indeed render its 
proſperity deſirable. How are men really the better 
for national proſperity, when, as a nation grows rich, 
its morals are corrupted; mutual confidence loſt, and de- 
bauchery and exceſs of all kinds'purfued with ſuch 
general and unceaſing ardour, as ſeduces the mind to 
a ſtate, of abject ſlavery and impotence? If I am born 
in a country, where my mind and body are almoſt ſure 
to be corrupted by the inffuenee of nniverſal example, 
and my foul deadened in all its nobler energies, what 


7 avails 
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avails it, that the country extends its dominion be- 
yond the Atlantic and the Ganges? It had been better 


for me that I had not Boa Bora; n en In ſuch a. 


un 4+ T1454 4+ 

oel, therefore} whe thave the art to cotvey 

their inſtruction ſucceſsfully;' are the moſt valuable 

patriots, and the trueſt benefactors to their country. 

And among theſe I place in the higheſt rank, becauſe 

of the more extenſive diffuſion of their labours, the ſuc-- 
ceſsful writers of periodical lucubrations. ' * | 

Among theſe, the Tatler is the rt in the order of 
time, who will claim attention. For thoſe which 
ceded were entirely politieal and controverſial; and. 
ſoon ſunk into oblivion, when the violence of party 
which produced them had ſubſided. But the generab 
purpoſe of the Tatler, as Steele himſelf declares, was 
io expoſe the falſe arts of life, to pull off the diſguiſes 
of cunning, vanity, and oſtentation, and to recom-/ 
mend a general ſimplieity in our dreſs, diſcourſe, and 
behaviour. A book written with this ſe was 
fare to ſurvive the tranfitory Pane 'polemic _ 
political virulence. - 

Steele has mixed politics with moralivy'; and, indeed, 
many of the firſt papers were of ſo heterogeneous a 
compoſition, ' that, While an attempt was made to 
_ pleaſe all taſtes, there was ſcarcely matter ſufficient in 
quantity of the ſame kind to fy any one. The 
mixture of news and politics would be diſapproved in 
this age; but, at chat time, they ſerved to allure com- 
mon readers, who could ſcarcely, by any other means, 
have been etiticed to give attention to ſubjects of tolls: 
re Perch ae eee Hates by ee 

he acq new e 

ration Addiſon, Addiſon eclipſed Steele; but yet 
I - cannot ſufficiently admire the eroſity of Steele, 
and his freedom from — — He felt Ad- 
diſon's ſuperiority 3 but it ave excited no 
other emotions but e admiration. * This 

good office he performed, 22 oy he, ſpeakin of the 
aſſiſtance which Haien gave him, with force 


*« of genius, humour, its and learning, that I fared 


* like a diſtreſſed eren who calls in à powerful 
« neighbour 
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« neighbour. to his aid: I was undone by {wy auxili.. 


% ary.” Addiſon, indeed, added gravity: 
to the work, which has conferred on it a permanent 
value. The levity and the motley manner of Steele 
would not have entitled him to the attention of a ſuc- 
ceeding age, though it might have pleaſed in his own. 
day by its novelty, 544 . 2 e22ss 
The general ſtate of converſation and of literary im- 
provement among thoſe who called themſelves gentle. 
men, at the time in which the Tatler was written, 
was low and contemptible. The men, who from their 
rank, fortune, and appearance, claimed the title of 
gentlemen, aſſected a contempt for learning, and ſeemed 
to conſider ignorance as a mark of gentility. The 
Tatler gradually opened their underſtandings, and fur-, 
niſhed matter for improving converſation. It not onl 
ve them information on the particular topics.on which 
it treated, but alſo, by leading them to think on all, 
that. paſſed beforethem, in a ſimilar manner, inſenſibly 
ſuperinduced a habit of ingenious and philoſophical 
reflection. There was no longer a neceſſity of inyari- 
_ ably recurring to politics; a ſubject, which is in its. 
nature contentious; and often tends to ſour the milk 
of human kindneſs. Indeed, it is ſaid, that to divert 
the attention of the nation from political ſubjects, was 
one principal motive for the publication of the Tatler 
and Spectator. Whatever was the motive, the reſult. 
was highly beneficial to the nation at large, and is felt. 
in its influence at this hour. Steele, though he was 
excelled by ſubſequent writers, deſerves all «that fame 
and gratitude which is due to the firſt projectors of 
every important inſtitution, | „ Ma ed Kori 
Addiſon, who had appeared with peculiar luſtre in 
the Tatler, was to ſhine again in the Spectator with 
ſtill brighter and more permanent glory. The great 
charm of his dition, which has delighted readers of 
every claſs, appears to me to. be a certain natural 
ſweetneſs, eaſe, and delicacy, which no affectation can 
attain. Truths of all kinds, the ſublime and the fa-- 
miliar, the ſerious aad the comic, are taught in that 
iar ſtyle, which raiſes in the mind a placid and 
- Equable flow of emotions; that placidneſs ts 
| tYs 
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lity, which are in a particular manner adapted to give 
permanency to all our pleaſurable feelings. A work, 
which warms our „and hurries us on with the 
rapid vehemence of its ſtyle, may be read once or twice 
with pleaſure; but it is the more tranquil ſtyle which 
is moſt frequently in uniſon with our minds, and 
which, therefore, on the tenth repetition, as Horace 
ſays, will afford freſh pleaſure. Addiſon rejected that 


levity and medley of matter, which often a diſ--- 


advantageouſly in a fingle' paper of the Tatler, and 
uſually wrote lar treatiſes on the moſt important: 
and moſt intereſting ſubjects of taſte and morality.. 
Such ſubjects will never be out of date; but the ftric- 
tures. on the dreſſes and diverſions of the times, what- 


ever merit they poſſeſſed, could not have rendered the 


work immortal. There are, indeed, many papers of 
very moderate merit; but it could not be otherwiſe, 
when the publication was daily, and the whole num- 


ber conſiderably more than half a thouſand. Neither 


Addiſon's other engagements, nor his abilities, preat 


as they confeſſedly were, could have allowed him to 


compoſe every ſpeculation. | | 
he Guardian has very properly been called a Con- 
tinuation of the Spectator. Its plan and its execution 
are in reality the ſame, though the editor, as Steele 
may be called, intended a little variety in the original 
inſtitution. The inſtruction was intended to be con- 
veyed in the character of a Guardian to the Lizard 
family; but the deſign was by no means conſiſtently 
ſupported. ** The of the Guardian,” fays 
a ſagacious writer, was too narrow and too ſerious : 
it might properly enough admit both the duties and 
** thedecencies of life, but ſeemed not to include literary 
„ ſpeculations, and was in ſome degree violated by 
„ merriment and burleſque. What had the Guardian 
c of theLizards to do with clubs of tall orof little men, 

« with neſts of ants, or Strada's proluſfions ??* - | 
The Tatler, the SpeQator, and the Guardian claim 
the firſt rank among the periodical writers, not only 
becauſe they led the way, which however is a great 
merit, but e they poſſeſs ſuperior excellence, and 
have rendered that excellence moſt diffuſive in its effect, 
by a popular mode of diſplaying it. Their example, 
| however, 


ou 
— 


| 
1 
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however, has excited ſeveral followers, who have ob- 
tained and deſerved a very illuſtrious reputation. 
With  reſpe& to the Rambler, if I have prejudices 


concerning it, they are all in its favour. I read it at 


a very early age with delight, and, I hope, with im- 
— Every thing Taudable aid--ofefal in. the 
conduct of life is recommended in it, often in a new 
manner, and always with energy, and with a digni 
which commands attention. When I conſider it wi 
_ view to its effects on the generality of the people, on 
thoſe: who ſtand moſt in need of this mode of inſtruc- 
tion, it W inferior to the eaſy and natural 
Spectator. Thoſe elegant and expreſſive words de- 
rived from the Latin, which are called by common 
readers hard words, and which abound in the Rambler, 
will prevent the greater number from entering on the 
| L And indeed, with all my prepoſſeſſions in 
favour of this writer, I cannot but agree with the opi- 
nion of the public, 2 has condemned in his ſtyle 
an affected appearance mpoſity. The conſtant 
recurrence of — in i: form 2 what have been 
called triplets, is diſguſting to all readers. But I will 
remind his cenſurers, that Cicero himſelf, in ſeveral of 
his works, fatigues the ear by a cloſe of his periods 
almoſt 1 —— Not only the numbers, but 
the very words are frequently repeated in a few pages. 
4 will alſo take the 1— ald in his — 
the introduction of fo many unuſual and well- ſounding 
words will gradually improve the Engliſh-language, 
though it muſt neceſſarily circumſeribe the writer's 
popularity. It ſeems, however, as if he himſelf re- 
cognized the fault of perpetual triplets in his ſtyle, 
fince they are by no means frequent in his laſt pro- 
ductions. T "2 Tel is 
The Adventurer is an imitation of the Rambler, It 
is written with remarkable ſpirit, and with thei bene- 
volent deſign of promoting all that is good and ami- 
able. The ſtories make a very conſpicuous figure in 
this work, and tend to diffuſe its influence among thoſe 
readers, who might probably have been deterred from 
reading it, had it conſiſted only of didactic diſcourſes, 
written in a ftyle approaching to the lexi _ 
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Triplets were greatly in faſhion when the Adventurer 
was publiſhed, and it is therefore no wonder that they 
abound in it. Great indeed are its merits iu everx 
view; but I cannot diſcover in the diction the ſweetneſss 
and the delicacy of Addiſoou n.. 
The World is written in a ſtyle different from all the 
preceding. There is a certain gaiety and gentility dif- 
fuſed over it, which gives it a peculiar grace when con 
ſidered only as a book of amuſement. That it incul- 
cates morality with any peculiar force, cannot be ſaid. 
But it gives, many valuable inſtructions, without af-- 
ſuming the ſolemn air of a ſevere moraliſt. The World 
appears to me, when compared with the Rambler and- 
the Adventurer, like Horace when compared with Juve- 
nal, The philoſophy of the World is the philoſophy 
of Ariſtippus, + Te ee e 
The Connoiſſeur abounds in wit and a very pleaſant” 
ſpecies of humour The bock, however, is rather 
diverting than improving; yet, under the form of 
irony, many uſeful truths are conveyed with-great ſuc- 
ceſs, There is no elevation of ſentiment; and no ſub- 
lime diſcourſes on religion and morality z but there is 
a great deal of good ſenſe expreſſed with 
drollery, Fhe authors were by nature poſſeſſed of wit, 
and had acquired a very conſiderable knowledge of the 
claſſics, The comic writers, ſuch as Plautus and Te- 
rence, ſeem to have 4 them moſt, and they have 
rather undervalued the ſerious writers of morality. In 
one part of the twenty-ſeventh there is an ob- 
lique cenſure of the Rambler. This new-fangled 
manner of delivering our ſentiments, ſays the Con 
noiſſeur, is called writing ſound ſenſe; and; if I 
find this mode ſeems likely to prevail, I ſhall cer- 
« tainly think it expedient to give into it, and very 
* ſuddenly oblige the world with a Connoiſſeur ſo ſen- 
* ſible that it will be impoſſible to underſtand it.” g 
Every one of theſe works is calculated to promote 
good ſenſe and virtue; and whatever may be the de- 
fects of each, the variety of their manners is well ſuited 
to the variety of diſpoſitions and of taſtes which occur 
in the maſs of mankind.” They have been found ex- 
perimentally to improve life as well as converſation... 
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And, with reſpect to the improvement of converſation, 
ndthing is ſo proper for this purpoſe,” ſays the ſolid 
Johnſon in his preface to Addiſon's Poems, ** as the 
frequent publication of ſhort papers, which we read 


„not as ſtudy but amuſement. - If the ſubje& be. 


« ſlight, the treatiſe likewiſe is ſhort. The buſy may 
find time, and the idle may find patience.” | 
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No. XXIX. & CULTIVATED MIND 1S_NE- 
 CESSARY TO RENDER RETIREMENT AGREEs 
ABLE. h 


E W are able to bear ſolitude, and, though retire- 
ment is the oſtenſible object of the greater part, 
yet, when they are enabled by ſuoceſj . to retire, they 
feel themſelves unhappy. Peculiar powers and ele- 
gance of mind are neceſſary to enable us to draw all 
our reſources from ourſelves. In a remote and ſoli- 
tary village, the mind muſt be internally active in a 
great degree, or it will be miſerable for want of em- 
ployment. But in great and populous cities, even 
while it is paſſiye, it will be conſtantly amuſed. It is 
impoſſible to walk the ſtreets, without finding the at- 
tention powerfully ſolicited on every ſide. No exer- 
tion is neceſſary. Objects pour themſelves into the 
ſenſes, and it would difkcu 


of philoſophy and a ſtore of learning, or elſe all the 
— bliſs will vaniſh like the colours of the rain- 

Poor Cowley might be ſaid to be melancholy mad. 
He languiſhed for ſolitude, and wiſhed to hide himſelf 
in the wilds of America. But, alas! he was not able 
to ſupport the ſolitude of a country village | 

I: lately paid a viſit to a friend, who has withdrawn 
from the — of buſineſs to enjoy the ſweets of a 
rural retirement in the ſouth of Wales. His houſe is 
| fituated on an eminence, which commands an ow 

| a 


It to prevent their ad- 
mittance. But in retirement, there muſt be a ſpirir 
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able proſpect. At the bottom of his garden, which is, | 


laid out in a-taſte peculiar to himſelf, yet entirely con- 
formable to nature, runs a ſmall river, remarkable for 
the ſmoothneſs of its ſurface and the clearneſs of its. 
water: but, though the houſe is perfectly agreeable in 
ſituation, ſome have thought that the freſhneſs of the. 


air, the beauty of the ſcenery, and the filence of re- 


tirement, can by no means compenſate the want of. a: 


neighbourhood: for, to ſay the truth, there is not a 


ſingle houſe to be ſeen within a mile of my 2 
little ſolitary villa, except one poor cottage, which is 
inhabited by his gardener. | ve jv 


Though I was at firſt, like the reſt, much diſpoſed” 


to diſapprove the ſolitude of my friend's habitation ;. 
t, when I had reſided with him a little while, and 
had enjoyed the calm and rational pleaſures of philo- 
ſophic eaſe, I became enthuſiaſtically fond of ſequeſ- 
tered life. It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that Hilario- 
ſſeſſes ſome peculiar qualities neceſſary to render ſo- 
rde agreeable, He has a natural ſweetneſs of tem- 
per, a refined taſte for literature and muſic, and, at: 
the ſame time, ſome reliſh for the common diverſions 
of the country. But though he divides the greater part 
of his time in the alternate amuſements of his books, 
his harpſichord, his dogs and his horſes, yet is he 
never ſo happy as in'the enjoyment of the converſation. 
of a friend, whoſe manners and ſentiments are conge- 
nal with his own, Wr 5 
It muſt not be forgotten, that he derives much of 
his pleaſure from a knowledge of botany and natural 
1 which he acquired in the former part of 
is life. His acquaintance with theſe ſciences enables 
him to make great improvements in the cultivation of 
his garden, where almoſt every plant, which is euri- 
— uſeful, or beautiful, is brought to its higheſt per- 
on. | 
It might aps be ſuppoſed from his ſequeſtered 
manner ef I, that 4. — | 
the living world. He takes care, however, to inform 


himſelf of the topic of the day, by attending to peri- 


odical publications of repute and authenticity; and he 


is allowed to make moſt pertinent obſervations —— 
e, 


he is utterly unacquainted with - 


1 
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taſte, manners, and politics of the preſent mes. His 
remarks always have this peculiarity, owing perhaps to 
his diſtance from parties, that they ſavour of that libe- 
ral ſpirit, which marks the true gentleman and the 
citizen of the werld. | 
The great evil of ſolitude is, that reaſon becomes 
weak for want of exerciſe, while the powers of imagi- 
nation are invigorated by indulgence. The gloom 
ideas of Popiſh ſuperſtition were derived from the cel . 
of the monaſtery, PFanaticiſm and bigotry, melan-, 
choly and deſpair, have uſually been produced in the 
cave and the convent. Happy in a mind furniſhed with 
ideas of every kind, Hilario is never at a loſs for. oc- 
caſions to exert the powers of his reaſon ; and can, at 
all times, divert his imagination from the horrors of 
the ſpleen, by the pleaſing employments of literary 
Purſuits. : ST r 
Theavocations of an active life ſhortened a viſit which 
I would gladly have protracted. I return to the en- 
gagements of the world, ſupported by the ſoothing 
expectation, that a time will come, when 4 ſhall be 
able to ſpend the evening of life. in a ſweet retreat, 
like that of Hilario. 4 | X 13 
With a virtuous and cheerful family about ane, with 
a few faithful and good-humoured friends, with a well - 
ſelected collection of elegant books, and with a com- 
petency, one may enjoy comforts even in the deſerted. 
2 e, which the city, with all its diverſions, cannot 
Pplx. 19 | ven 
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No. XXX. ox AFFECTATION OF THE, VICES 
AND FOLLIES OF MEN OF EMINENCE. 
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T has frequently happened, that men, diſtinguiſhed 
by their genius, have, from an unſettled habit of. 
life, from an affectation of ſingularity, or from un- 
common warmth of conſtitution, neglected the com- 
mon rules of prudence, and plunged themſelves into 
all the miſeries of vice and diſſipation. They who are 


but 
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but lightly acquainted with the lives of our Engliſh 
writers, can recollect many inftances of men of the 
brighteſt parts, whoſe lives, after an uninterru 
courſe of miſery, have terminated under the preſſufe of 
want in the confinement of a gaol. They have been 
admired, and at the ſame time negleQed ; praiſed, 
and at the ſame time ſtarved. | : 
As the conſequences of their imprudence are 
rally fatal, and generally known, a reaſonable mind 
would ' ſcarcely believe, that any ſhould be found am- 
bitious of treading in their footſteps, when they err. 
Yet, ſuch attraction has the brilliancy of literary re- 
utation, that every witling, who pens a ſtanza, while 
© ſhould be engrofling a deed, looking upon himſelf 
as a genius of uncommon magnitude, thinks it neceſ- 
fary, in order to complete his character, to plunge 
into the exceſſes of drunkenneſs and debauchery. When 
bis follies have thrown him ont of his profeſſion, ru- 
ined his health, and ſhut him up in à priſon, he con- 
ſoles himſelf with reflecting, that he ſhares the fame 
fate which the great wits, his predeceſſors, have ſuf- 
fered before him. He is bappy even to be wretched 
with an Otway, a Dryden, or a Savage, . 
This unfortunate. conduct is owing to a miſtaken. 
opinion, too generally adopted; that vice is the mark 
of laudable ſpirit, and that fpirit is the characteriſtic 
of genius. Prudence, caution, common ſenſe, are, in 
the idea of many, the concomitants of dulneſs. The 
hlegmatic diſpoſition of a fool, ſay they, can guide 
kim through life in the ſtraight road of prudence ; but 
the volatility of genius is continually tempted to turn 
out of the dreck path to gather flowers on the ſides, 
to view every pleaſing proſpect, and to diſcover new 
ways through unfrequented Jabyrinths. * - | 
But it may 'be a reaſonable queſtion, . whether this 
e to deviation may not be a weakneſs, rather 
than a ſuperior ſtrength of mind; whether it is not 
ſometimes the voluntary effect of pride and affectation; 
and whether it is not oftener cauſed by a reſtleſſneſs of 
conſtitution, than by a more energetic activity, or an 
acuter perception. Senſibility of mind, and finenefs of 
feelings, are always the attendants of true | my 
heſe, 


== 
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Theſe, which by themſelves conſtitute a heart 
when joined on good head, naturally a 00 greater 

tendency to virtue than to vice: for they are naturally 
charmed with beauty, and diſguſted with deformity of 
every kind. Virtue, therefore, who is amiable in the 
£yes of her enemies, muſt have additional charms for 
- thoſe whoſe ſuſceptibility of beauty is more delicate 
and refined; and vice, who is naturally loathſome, 
mult appear uncommonly odious to thoſe who are un- 
commonly ſhocked at every ſpecies of turpitude. 

Nor waut there inſtances to prove, that men of the 
moſt exalted genius can be men of the moſt unſpotted 
virtue. Addiſon, the glory of our nation, was only 

equalled in his abilities by his piety, by the purity of 
his morals, the integrity of his heart, and the prudence 
of his conduct. Pope was a man of exemplary piety 
and goodneſs. Gay, though licentious in his writings, 
is ſaid to have been uncontaminated by the vices of the 
world ; and though inſtances are numerous on the other 
ſide, yet theſe few are ſufficient for the refutation of 
that prevalent notion, that great genius is incompati- 
ble with fingular prudence and conſiſtent virtue. 

The folly of thoſe who are only pretenders to genius, 
and who affect vice as eſſential to the character they 
aſſume, is as pitiable as it is ridiculous. Their egre- 
gious vanity will probably render all addreſſes to them 
uſeleſs : but they may take it as an infallible- predic- 
tion, that dear-bought experience will ſoon induce 
them to wiſh they had altered their conduct, when it 
ſhall be too late to enjoy the benefits of an early amend- 
ment. —_—_ 

The fatal error of ſuppoſing vice the characteriſtic of 
ſpirit, has led many a parent to undo the child whoſe 
happineſs he moſt wiſhed to promote. The man of 
parts and faſhion ſends, indeed his boy to ſchool ;- but 
cannot , bear that he ſhould apply to books with any 
remarkable diligence, leſt- he ſhould be miſtaken for a 
plodder ; nor that he ſhould be ſingularly tractable and 
modeſt, leſt he ſhould be thought defcans is ſpirit; 
but ventures to form ſanguine hopes of his fature emi- 
nence, if he is the ringleader of every riot, and is fortu- 


nate enough togain at ſchool the appellation of a 1852 
reat 
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Great writers. have indeed indireQly patronized the 
cauſe of ſcepticiſm and immorality; but, if names are 
to have weight in this argument, to a Hume, 4 Rouſ- - 
ſeau, a Voltaire, we may confidently oppoſe, a Lowth, 
a Hurd, a Johnſon, and many more in the retired 
walks of literary life, whom every Virtue, as well as 
every Muſe, is proud to claim as her deſerving ve- 
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No. XXXI. oy THE. INEQUALITIES OF 
5 GENIUS, 
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HE 2nence.of every man, who has devoted 
\ himſelf to literature, will evinee the truth of the 


remark, that there are times when the mind, however 
impelled by inclination, or urged by neceſſity, is in- 


capable of ſubmitting to the confinement of applica- 
tion. The livelieſt 1maginations, and the ſtrongeſt 
intellects, are ſometimes bewildered in dulneſs and 
ſtupidity, and a Homer nods with all the drowſineſs of 
a Bavius. 2 | 
There are, in conſequence of the unequal power of 
exertion which the mind experiences, inequalities of 
excellence in every author, whether ancient or modern. 
The moſt admired productions have ſome ors in 
which not only no merit.is viſible, but which abound 
with faults. It can neither be ſuppoſed, that the 
failures ariſe from real and inherent inability, or that 
they are voluntary. Their authors acknowledged ex- 
cellencies in other performances, will not admit the 
former; and their ſolicitude for the facceſs of their 
works muſt exclude the latter ſuppoſition. Such an 
effe& can, therefore, be — to no cauſe, but 
the unaccountable inequalities of the fineſt genius, at 
different hours, and in different ſituations. 3 
T0 15 can * - a numerous on of writers, 
who, in their ſeveral de nts, have approached 
very nearly co.the andard of perſeion but ſcarcely 
W 


one of them can be named, whoſe works are not de- 
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formed by compoſitions utterly unworthy of him. It 
As hardly credible, that the author of Paradiſe Loſt 
could have produced ſome of thoſe ſonnets which paſ 
under his name, but which bear no mark of his ge- 
nius. Dryden, who wrote the ode on Cæcilia's day, 
compoſed a ſet of wretched tragedies. in rhyme; the 
ode was, indeed, dictated by genius, but the tragedies 
aroſe from no other inſpiration than that of want. 
In this point, as well as in many others, there i; 
an exact analogy between the moral and literary world. 
It has long been the complaint of the experienced, that 
ho human foreſight, no prudence, can at alt times en- 
ſure proſperity, and avert all-fortune. Something ſtill 
ariſes to baffle the counſels of the wiſe, and to counter- 
act the intentions of the good. The Roman ſatiriſt 
has indeed aſſerted, that Fortune is a deity of our bwn 0 
creation, and that he, who fubmits to the guidance of a 
prudence, needs not the interpoſition of any ſuperni- * 
tural power; but experience 1 aſſertion to be b 
rather the effuſion of a rigid and affected philoſophy, 
than the cool ſuggeſtion of well informed reaſon. The Je 
obſervation of a ſacred moraliſt, that the race is not to r 
the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong; is more agree- th 
able to truth, and has been confirmed by the repeated tu 
teſtimony of ſome thouſand years. Wiſdom is often he 
found guilty of folly, and ingenuity of error, pa 
Of the fluctuation of mental vigour in the ſame in- att 
dividual, there is a remarkable inſtance in the great nd 
Newton. Of him it is ſaid, that, in the advanced * 
period of his life, he was unable to comprehend his put 
- own works, That underſtanding, which once -pene- dar 
. trated far beyond the limits of the viſible creation, 5 
became ſo debilitated, as to be incapable of retracing 
its own progreſs : [a memorable inſtance of human in- 
firmity, ſufficient to humble pride, and ſilence envy. 
| As merit cannot always enſure ſucceſs, even in the 
4 _ - exertion of its peculiar excellence, fo is it by no means 
1 certain of obtaining a good reception in the world: 
Þ# for hiſtory and experience furniſh many examples to 
prove, that wealth and power are not the neceſſar) 
conſequences of wiſdom and virtue. To be wiſe and 
5 „ * Ss | 7+ - virtuous, 
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virtuous, may be learned from an Epictetus; to be 
fortunate, from others. 1 
It might indeed be ſuppoſed, that ſtrength of intel- 
lets, accuracy of judgment, and extenſtve erudition, 
would either fecure to themſelves good fortune, or 
would, at leaſt, be rewarded by the world ; but it is 
an inconteſtable truth, that poets and philoſophers, of 
every age and every nation, have been almoſt as much 
diſtinguiſhed | by their indigence, as their Sandy. 
Poverty and poetry are almoſt ſynonymous, while th; 
unerring experience of mankind las reduced it to a 
proverb, that ** fools have fortune.” | 
The inſufficiency of merit, and of honeſt endea- 
yours, to the acquiſition of fame and fortune, has given 
occaſion to the diſcontented to repine, and to cenſure 
| the economy of human affairs; but they, who are con- 
verſant in the inveſtigation of final cauſes, eaſily per- 
ceive, that ſuch a diſpenſation tends to perfect virtue, 
by the exerciſe of patience. * | | 
All ſublunary excellence is indeed tranſitory. Not 
only the external goods of fortune, but the mental ad- 
vantages, which are commonly repreſented as out of 
a the reach of accident, are ſubject to decay and perpe- 
| WH tual fluctuation. They who labour to aſcend the 
t heights of virtue and learning, often ſlide back in their 
paſſage, or fall at once from the ſummit when it is 


4 attained, If then neither wiſdom, knowledge, genius, 
t nor virtue, are ſtable and ſtationary, we muſt learn not 
0 to confide in them with preſumptuous ſecurity, but to 
1 put our whole truſt, where alone it can repole without 
1 danger, even on the rack of ages, 
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[7 HEN = were with me laſt, I remember you. 
expreſſed your ſurpriſe, that Varus, Who has 
indubitable marks of true genius in his writings, ap- 
peared utterly deſtitute of ſpirit and vivacity in con- 
verſation. You ſeemed at a loſs to account for. the 
dulneſs of a man, whoſe pages 'are replete with wit 
and humour; and you were aſtoniſhed to find, that he 
who had engaged in the deepeſt diſquiſitions with all 
the ſubtilty of argument, ues unable to ſupport 
a trifling converſation on the common topics of the 


day. You did not perhaps recolle&, that great minds 6 
can exert themſelves with full force only on great de- 1 
caſions. Either from pride, diſuſe, or natural inabi- ol 
lity, poets and philoſophers are known to appear infe- pt 
rior in the arts of converſation, and the little decencies an 
of common life, to the illiterate beau, and the ſuper- ho 
cial female. | SA bat TILES: fo 
It has been ſaid, you know, that they who are em- th 
ployed in ſublime ſpeculations, learn to deſpiſe. every. th 
ſubordinate object as unworthy their regard or culti- | 
vation. Where this is really the caſe, it is ealy to lin 
account for the aukwardneſs of men of wit and letters; for 
for it is impoſlible to beſtow pains in the acquiſition of cie 
what we deſpiſe : but your own, as well as my expe- wh 
rience, will furniſh inſtances of thoſe who have thought for 
it a misfortune not to be able to ſhine at the tea-table Gr 
as well as in the ſchools. A man of this character, ; 
though he can trace a ſyſtem through all its mazes, ma 
is often incapable of expatiating on the common ſub- tha 
jects of a new play, a new face, a new miniſtry, with art: 
tolerable accuracy or politeneſs. mir 


One might naturally ſuppoſe, howeyer, that when the 
_ - at laſt theſe exalted perſonages condeſcend to open mec 


— . — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
+ 4 
11 
in 
[| 
[1 


n 


— 


Vo. 36. 7 MOR AL., Ke. 147 


„ 0 * „ * 3 Ar * n 
* 21 1 % - 


= 


©, * 
x 

71 | 

« 4 


their Up, ſomething © uncommonly. excellent would, 
come out; but we often, in other inſtances as well as 
in this, indulge our expectations farther than reaſon 


and experience ſeem to juſtify. The greateſt men are 


fill but men, and, in the common intercourſe of life, 
are of neceſſity upon a level with the vulgar. I dare 
ſay, you remember a ſhrewd remark of a writer, whoſe, 
name I cannot recolle&, 'That no great man ever ap- 
peared great in the eyes of his -vater de chambrr. * 
truth, many objects in the moral, as well as natural 
world, ſeem larger when viewed imperfectly and ob- 
ſcurely, The meteor which . ſtrikes the diſtant. be- 
holder with fear and aftoniſhment, is found, upon a 
nearer view, to be nothing but a vapour; and the phi- 
loſopher, who is the object of awe and veneration 
among thoſe who never approach him, becomes, when 
cloſely inſpected in the humble occupations of common 
life, little more than a common man. | 

Life has often been compared to a Drama, and the 
world to a Stage. I believe the ſubje& we have been 
now conſidering will increaſe the reſemblance. Vari- 
ous indeed are the characters when they appear on the 
public Stage; but when they retire behind the ſcenes, 
and put 0 3 outſide which faſcinated. be- 
holders, the, monarch, the hero, the philoſopher, are 
found in thoſe common weakneſſes Which humihate 
their aſpiring nature, to be more nearly on g level with 
the peaſant, than their pride is willing to allo . 

It has been ſaid, that one man is capable of excel - 
ling others, in qualities ſuperinduced by his own ef- 
forts, as much as the ſpecies of man furpaſſes the-ſpe- 
cies of brutes. This indeed is apparently true; yet he 
who expects to find the moſt improved individuals uni- 
formly excellent, knows little of human nature, A'- 
Grandiſon is N leſs fabulous than a Phoenix. _ 

All ſorts of excellencies can never be united in one 
man, The world is; unreaſonable when it expects, 
that they who write well ſhould always ſhine in the little 
arts of convivial intercourſe. It is enough, that their 
minds are engaged in ſubjects of importance, and that 
they are both able and willing to communicate their 
meditations to the Public. Few have written better 
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than Addiſon, yet Addiſon was remarkable for tag. 
turnity. He was however, we are told, agreeable and 
talkative among ſelect friends and men of hed In 
truth, converſation cannot be long ſupported with ſpi.” 
rit, but among equals in point of abilities and attain- 
ments ; and men of preat genius and profound learning 
do not often meet their equals. 8 a 
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Cannot help 2 you were too ſevere in what 

you ſaid againſt thoſe critics who have employed 
themſelves in verbal diſquiſitions. You well know, 
that ridicule can make things, of acknowledged utility, 
appear vain and frivolous. And to tell you the truth, 
J believe, you do not keep your exquiſite talent for 
ridicule under that reftraint which candour and mode- 


% - " 


ration ſeem to require. 

I muſt indeed allow, that Verbal Criticiſm, like 
many other laudable purſuits, is apt to deviate into 
abſurdity, when not under the regulation of reaſon and 
poo ſenfe.. Enquiries into the works of nature are 

ighly uſeful and pleaſing; but even theſe have been 
perverted by ignorance and bigotry, and have produced 
thoſe diſgraces of the human mind, alchemy and ju- 
dicial aſtrology. Inveſtigations of the manners and in- 

Kitutions of antiquity are known to Soon know- 
ledge, by afcertaining ambiguous ſubjects, and to give 
pleaſure, b gratifying a natural curioſity z theſe how- 
ever have likewiſe depenerated into all thoſe abſurdi- 
ties which form the character of the pedantic antiqua- 
rian, and the trifling virtuofo, | 

- When you cenſure verbal critics, you certainly. for- 
get how much you are indebted to'them, Believe me, 
you would never have had that general acquaintance 
with the claffics, had you been obliged to toil through 
all thoſe difficulties, which the Commentators, at the 
revival of learning, took ſuch pains ro” remove. r 
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cued. from the cells of Monks, whoſe minds were as 
dark as their habitations, the manuſcripts of ancient au- 
thors were full of errors and interpolations, and it was 
impoſſible to read a page of many celebrated writings 
without being embarraſſed with obſcurity and impeded 
by chaſms, which. collation or conjecture only could 
ſupply. Vou may laugh, if you pleaſe, at W 
matic diſpoſition of thoſe Who could go through 
drudgery of collating ai dozen manuſcript copies, to 
find * proper place of a conjunction or an adverb; 
et, however merry you may be on the occaſion, you 
wil be obliged to acknowledge the utility af the la- 
bour. I am aware, that theſe pain-taking ſtudents 
have been ſtigmatized with appellations of the loweſt 
kind, and that they have been called porters in the 
republic of letters, and their works, the ſcaffoldings 
of literature: but let it be remembered, that though 
the greateſt ſhare of praiſe be due to the architect, yet 


Q will his-plans and models, however ingeniouſly formed, 
' arail but little without the co-operation of the labourer, 
* and the aſſiſtance of the ſcaffold. 


But without inſiſting on the advantage derived from 
ä this kind of criticiſm, in the illuſtration of ancient au- 
thors, I think it evident, that it deſerves eultivation, 


5 were it only becauſe it contributes to aſcertain," and to 
refine our on lan i 2705 ei eee 
If you review the ffate of Literature; you will find 
q few writers who have attained an elegance in their own 
language, before it has been examined by grammari- 
4 ans, and reduced to fixed rules of 2 Strength 
1 and vigour they may perhaps have | diſplayedy ſinee 
1 theſe are the genuine products of natural genius. But 


to the moſt animated ſentiments, and nervous expreſ- 
. ſions, they have been unable to add tho grace of a cor- 
rect and poliſhed ſtyle. | of 1 0 eien oi t 

If then we make pretenſions to taſte, and prefer ele- 
gance to defarmity, and perſpicuity to confuſion, we 
mult not refuſe, to verbal criticiſm, that praiſe which 
we readily beſtow on the other parts of literature. 


, The world has long been prejudiced againſt com- 
e pilers of Dictionaries, and has viewed them rather in 
7 the light of elaborate plodders, than of men of taſte 
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and genius; but candour muſt confeſs; that learning 
is more indebted to Dictionaries and Lexicons, than 
to any other produftion whatever; ſince, without theſe, 
the ancient writings, thoſe ſources of literature, muſt 
have remained unintelligible. The Engliſh language 
has been enriched by the Shakeſpeares, the Miltons, 
the Lockes of former times; but it may with truth be 
ſaid, to have been refined and embelliſned by the 
8 and the great lexi pher of the pre. 
ent age. It is from the labours of verbal critics, that 
our language will receive the only exeellences it want. 
ed, purity and correctneſs. 41 ee 
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| T HE paſlion of love poſſeſſes an influence on life 
| ſo extenſive and important, that the;, moraliſt, 
who takes it not into confideration, is guilty of a great 
omiſſion. Virtuous love is not only attended” with the 
ſweeteſt pleaſures which this life affords, but is highly 
conducive to the improvement of human nature, Like 
the ſun in the ſpring, whoſe warmth calls forth the la- 
tent powers of vegetation, love excites and cheriſhes 
ſome of thoſe amiable diſpoſitions, which would other- 
wiſe have remained for ever in a concealed and a torpid 
ſtate. , It often improves the underſtanding no leſs than 
the heart, and the transformation which Iphigenia- 18 
ſaid to have produced in Cymon, is neither unnatural 
nor uncommon. _ | | 
But it ſeems to be a juſt complaint, that virtuous 
love is of late much leſs frequent than it has been, and 
than it ought to be. A very groſs paſſion, which 
uſurps the name of love, but which, inſtead of im- 
proving the heart or the faculties, degrades them 
both, is become more univerſal ann 
| te 
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Where "luſt and libertiniſm greatly prevail, the hearts 


of the people at large are too debauched to be able to 
entertain a virtuous paſſion for a ſingle object. Thus 
marriage is avoided as a reſtraint, or, if it is ſought, 
it is fought from intereſt alone. But the greater 2 

of women are not bleſt with the gifts of fortune. How 


then are they to be entered into a ſtate, for which God, 


and nature, and reaſon, and virtue, evidently deſigned 
them ? Their whole dependence for nuptial felicity, and. 


indeed for the accompliſhment of one great end of their 


exiſtence, muſt reſt on the power they poſſeſs of exciting 
a virtuous affection: 'a poor dependence according to 
the ſtate of morals in this age! for, with all the graces 
of perſonal beauty, and the ſuperior charms of delicacy 
and ſenſe, virtuous women will be lighted, and even 
deſpiſed, by the greater number of young men, who 
even glory in having blaſted the budding blofloms of 
love in the peſtilential air of a brothel, and who have 
facrificed thoſe firſt fine ſenſibilities, which return no 
more, to ſome infamous and impure proſtitute. So 
the roſe of beauty and of innocence blooms and decays 
unplucked. He who ſhould admire it, love it, and 
take it to his boſom, turns away to cull the noiſome 
weed which ſtings him while he touches it, and ulti- 
mately poiſons both his body and his mind. | 
. I with it were in the power of the moraliſt to reſtore 
the rights of female innocence and beauty, and to re- 
lume the lamp of virtuous love. The virtue and ha 
pineſs of both ſexes would be greatly augmented by 
ſuch an event. It ſeems, indeed, that it would be 
peculiarly favourable to female dignity, upon which 
the g morals of the world greatly depend. For 
whatever authority the men may claim, experience has 
uniformly Hog that the affairs of the world are in 
great meaſure regulated by the women, If their minds 
are properly improved, and their ſentiments duly ex- 
alted, the great influence they pate will be directed 
to promote all that can render life more dignified and 
comfortable. But if they unite in increaſing profliza- 
cy, or do not exert themſelves to oppoſe it, that pro- 
fligacy will be extreme. They ſhould openly profeſs, 
not only to purſue virtue, and all that is laudable in 
FEY | H 4 themſelves, 
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themſelves, but to value the men moſt, who moſt ex. 
cel in virtue and in laudable qualities. They may reſt 
aſſured, that, when they, ceaſe to liſten to licentious 
love, they will. be courted with all the ardoyr. and ido- 
latrous veneration of a pure and a virtuous heart. They 
will riſe in the ideas of the lover, and will appear to 
deſerve the epithet of angelic, which he now. often be. 
Rows on them merely in deriſion. 3 , 
The neglected ladies may aflure themſelves, that the 
mutual paſſion of the ſexes is too powerful to be over- 
come by any human art, But it may be ill directed, 
and taught to defeat its natural purpoſe. And here it 
muſt be confeſſed, that the rare appearance c "virtuous 
love, and the negle&-which virtuous women, experi- 
ence. in this age, is in great meaſure derived fromithe 
Increaſe of female proſtitution, Young mem are al- 
Jowed great liberties by the fooliſh-indulgence- ,of, pa- 
rents,,and they cannot. uſe thoſe liberties in walkin 
the ſtreets, without being ſolicited to gratify Ro 
thoſe-. paſſions, which were meant to give ardour and 
erſeverance to a virtuous love. It is but too proba» 
ble, that the majority will liſten. to the ſyren ſong; 
and the very firſt debauch will take off that keen edge of 
ſenſibility which would have led to a virtupus con- 
nection. In vain is ſome beautiful, e and 
innocent creature, recommended to the young heir-by 
his parents, and her own beauty and merit. He de- 
clares himſelf averſe. from marriage. But why? Fro 
reaſon and principle ? The truth. is, that he has 1 
his ſenſibilities -in the haunts of vice, and will not 
marry till a rottenneſs of bones, and a diſſipation of 
fortune, have rendered a nurſe and a dowry deſirable. 
But had he never fallen into the ſnares of the proſti- 
tute, he would have retained his natural affection, and 
could not have reſiſted youth, beauty, and elegance 
united. Some happy maid, who is now left to pine 
away in celibacy, would triumphantly have dragged 
the willing captive to the altar; but he has learned 


à degree of canning: n the regions of old Drury, which 


teaches him to defy beauty, and to deſpiſe the very 
idea of matrimony, but as it may tend to the aug» 
mentation of his fortune, With his cunning, he has 
2 probably 
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adapted to raiſe a nauſea than conciliate affeftion. ' The 
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gained diſeaſes and debility, which are better 


inference L mean to draw from theſe: remarks is, that 
the public good ires, that the vigilance of the ma. 
giſtrate ſhould be faithfully exerted in diminiſhing the 
number of proſtitutes. Inſtead of which it has been 
ſometimes inſinuated, that they are [politically necef- 
7 help thinking alſo, that the reſtraints of 
law, which, through the interpoſition of avarice and 
ambition, have been laid on marriage, have greatly 
contributed to diſcourage virtuous love, and to pro- 
mote debauchery, The marriage- act, it is ſaid, is 
juſtified by the example of foreign nations; but ſo alſo 
is arbitrary power, and there are ſew acts, Which, in 
their nature and ſpirit, tend more to deſpotiſm than 
the marriage- act. But, omitting to conſider it in a 
political view, I ſhall view it for à moment as it af 
fects the morals of the ſexes. Men marry, and ought 
indeed to marry,” from the influence of love; as well 
as from the dictates of prudence. / Let us then fup- 
poſe the caſe of two young and 'virtuous perſons" pow- 
erfully ſtruck with each other's agreeable qualities, and 
deeply in love. If they could be married without de- 
lay, and without a tedious attention to a variety of 
troubleſome and expenſive formalities, it is highly 
probable they would immediately marry. If they have 
not ſelf-command, the conſequences of being obliged 
to puny a legal union are ſuch as terminate in ſhame 
and ruin. If they reſolve to go through all the forms 
of the marriage - act, and to wait years for the accom- 
pliſhment of their wiſhes, as poor human nature cannot 
conſiſtently keep alive any of its better paſſions during 
a very long time, the lover cools, or finds new ob- 
jets, or learns to gratify his ſenſual appetites where no 
reſtraints are required. 'The maid is forſaken, 'and the 
lover corrupted, Had they been married, both might 
have been happy and uſeful members of ſociety. / 
— tends greatly to promote virtue of every ſort ; 
not only as it furniſhes a lawful and natural mode of 
gratifying the paſſions, but as it calls forth induſtry, 
and renders a good character and the eſteem of others 
+ f . 5 : deſirable, 
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deſirable becauſe neceſſary to the ſupport of a. family ily. 
But though I, will venture to aſſert that the multi. 


plication of: reſtraints on the proper intercourſe af the 


ſexes naturally tends to promote an improper inter- 
courſe, ſince an intercourſe there muſt be, yet I will 
add, that alterations in an act, in which the domeſtic 
happineſs, of every family in the kingdom is intereſted, 
ſhould not take place, but after the cooleſt delibera- 


tion, and the teſtimony of long and deciſive ience. 


Villains, there is no doubt, will avail themſelves of a 
freedom from reſtraint, to allure the incautious. female 
into matrimony, merely for the ſake of her fortune, 
which will perhaps be expended in ſ ing a courte · 


ſan, Surely ſome precaution muſt be taken by hu- 


man laws to prevent this cruel ſpecies of robbery. 
To rob a father of his child, and then to forſake or 


iůnjure that child none but a father can feel the ago- 


nizing pang that riſes on the reflection. 

The beſt method of increaſing virtuous: love is to 
pay peculiar attention to the moral religious edu - 
cation of both the ſexes. Polite and learned accompliſh- 
ments are often ſo attended to as to exclude the forma- 
tion of | virtuous principles. As to the education of 


girls, in. particular, it has been ſeyerely though truly 


- 


id, that many of them are trained as if they were to 
be proſtitutes by profeſſion. ' They are often left un- 
acquainted with. .ceconomical management, or with 
any one art that can render them uſeful. The higher 
claſſes are totally at a loſs even in the firſt management 


of their offspring ; and it is not to be wondered at, if 


they, who know not how to be wives, are ſoon de- 
graded to the rank of harlots. A proper education, 
conſiſting of moral, religious, literate, and cconono- 
mical inſtruction, cannct fail to make them ſet a due 
value on themſelves, and to enable them to purſue the 
methods moſt conſiſtent with their dignity and happi- 
neſs. She who is taught to ſay her prayers, and to 


value the teſtimony of a good conſcience, will at once 


be rendered a fitter object of virtuous love, and leſs in- 
clined to encourage any ether. She. will be reſpected 
as well as loved, as capable of becoming a valuable _ 
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men are leſs ſenſible of their 
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and will be only not courted with the wantonneſs of 
tranſitory deſire merely as a miſtreſ s 
The women, it muſt be owned, are in this age grady 
their own enemies. It is a juſt complaint, that the 

| uty and accompliſh- 
ments than they ought to be. But it muſt be re- 
membered, that ſuch' is the nature of 'man, that he 
deſpiſes every good which is too obvious and too * 
tiful. The women have confeſſedly laid aſide re/ery 
The men have, by a natural conſequence, ſuſpend 
their admiration. Eaſe and forwardneſs of addreſs, 
and exceffive familiarity, are eſtabliſhed by the law of 
faſhion ; and negle& and contempt follow by the law 
of nature. Woman was deſigned to be purſued, and 
not to purſue, A veil increaſes beauty, and reſerve 
increaſes and preſerves love by mixing it with ws ning 
Where there is no reſpect, there is no virtuous love. 
What looks like it, is a devil in an angel's form, even: 
luſt : an indelicate name indeed; but let it be re- 
membered, that to. beſtow good names on bad things 
is to give them a paſſport in the world, under a delu- 
* * 4 1 3 | : 
The underſtandings of women are in reſpect 
equal to thoſe of men when equally cultivated, hey 
muſt perceive themſelves greatly intereſted ir diffuſing 
among the men the ardour and ſincerity of a virtuous: 
love. Their underſtandings and hearts are both. well 
able to accompliſh this great purpoſe. I offer only 
imperfect hints. The women will improve upon them, 
] hope, and ſhew their utility by giving them real ef 
ficacy, I doubt not but that, upon reflection, they 
will be as deſirous as they are able, to ſtop the pro- 
greſs of female corruption By means very different from 


the eſtabliſhment of polygamy. 


Let the rights of nature be reſtored, and let her em- 
pire be bounded by no other reſtraints but thoſe which. 
religion, reaſon, and experience have eſtabliſhed. 
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FT\O inherit an affluent fortune, and to be exempied 
1 from the vulgar cares of life, ſeems to be a lot 


peculiarly favourable to the advancement and the, ſe- 
curity of human happineſs. The. greater number of 


0 


_ 


FUr 


men are compelled by neceſſity to proceed in the ſam 
road, without liberty to deviate or ſelect the object 
their attention; but the rich heir beholds the world, 
and all that it contains, placed like a plentiful feaſt 
before him, and appears to have little elſe to do, bi 
to reach out his hand, and to take what he £095 wel 
agreeable to his taſte. | re 
Such a lot is uſually envied ; bul it is Wit wot 
Happier than others. Providence is not ſo partial, as, 
on a firſt and a curſory view, it appears to be. It ſeems 
indeed to eſtabliſh a kind of equilibrium of happineſs, 
And experiente evinces, that caprice, falſe. delicacy, 
artificial wants, vanity, pride, covetouſneſs, and gny 
. uſually render the lives of the rich and unemployed, 
not in the leaſt more pleaſurable than the condition of 
the honeſt, healthy, and induſtrious. poor. 
It is however certain, that to inherit an independent 
fortune is in itſelf a noble privilege, and that it ought 
to be highly conducive to real enjoyment, 1 ſhall 
therefore beg leave to offer a few hints to thoſe, who 
are ſetting out in life with the diſtinguiſhed advanta 
of a rich inheritance. As all the real benefit - 0 
ſuch a condition depends on the judicious uſe of it, if 
the moraliſt can point out means to ſecure that point, 
he may be ſaid to contribute more to the improvement 
of the young man's eſtate, than if he procured a ſub- 
ſcription to a loan, or put him in a way to make ten 
per cent, of his money. | * 
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In the firſt place, mg the young man will not be 
e happinets as to imagine, 
that he can be happy in doing nothing. Univerſal and 
unvaried experience has proved, that he who does no- 
thing is a wretch. - The ſame experience has declared 

robable, that he G not y* de — but 
es eds: 

He muſt refalve 0 tendes himſelf aſeful on two ac- 
counts : inſt, becauſe it is a duty he es the com- 
munity in, return for the ion of his property; 
and, ſecondly, becauſe it is a duty he owes to hunſelf 
to be as happy as: and this cannot be, not- 
withſtanding all the real: and pretended gratiſications of 
riches, without uſeful activity. It will not be ehough 
to make him ſleep with: tranquill; Nye to have 
dreſſed well, to — danced at. a preſided at a 
horſe - race, or driven a phaeton. Rating, a — horſe, 
whipping: a of low geldings from a high four- 
wheeled. chai ned ſauntering in a ſtable, are indeed, 
in the preſent age, ſome. of the moſt glorious methods 
of ſpending the ſprighitly days of youth, when 
leged by the — ſleſñion of a fortune. But w 
ſee the . Ahlking by, and the lazy youth lelli 
on its I cannot help thinking the man at the t 
of the plough a more - uſeful; happy, and reſpectable 
member of ſocie There is not, indeed, the leaſt im- 
propriety in theſe pleaſures, when: purſued merely as a 
temporary relaxation; but all, who know: any thing 
of the world, will agree with me, that young men of 
fortune uſually, in theſe. times, make grooms their 
companions, a ſtable their ſtudy, and the driving a 

horſe, or a pair of horſes, the utmoſt extent of their 
erty gn a bigh IIs i the ſummit _ ann 

ition. > 

But what, ſays the young. — 1 an to a- 
amuſe myſelf? LThave no trade, no profeſſion, nor any 
neceſſity for either. Why may I not divert myſelf 
with any trifle which can excite my attention? But 
are you ſure, I;will aſk in return, that you have no 
neceſſary employment, to the performance of which, 
according to your abilities, you are as much obliged: 
by duty, reaſon, honour, and conſcience, -as the Aa- 

urer 


— 
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bourer is bound to finiſh the work for which he ig 
hired? I believe I can point out ſome laudable occu- 
pations, in which you ought to engage, and in com- 
pariſon of which, the driving of a phaeton, the vanity 
of dreſs, and ten thouſand” other vanities," wi appear 

wy age of an infant. l 

The firſt object of a youth, who poſſeſſes afflvence 
acquired by his forefathers, ſhould be the improve- 
ment of his mind. Without this, young man, what- 
ever may be your money, and” whatever your titles, 
if you have any, you will be a poor, mean, contempt- 
ible, and pitiful creature. Vou muſt read; you muſt 
ſelect your reading with judgment, and reflect upon it 
with long and ferious attention. You muſt acquire a 
taſte for moral philoſophy, and learn to curb your 
overbearing inſolence, and all other irregularities of 
your temper and your paſſions. For it is a ſhame to 
make uſe of your riches and your grandeur merely to 
aſſume a licence for degrading yourſelf to a brute; 


You muſt, in a word, have a liberal education; an 


education not only liberal in name, but really polite, 
Iearned, and comprehenſive. You' will find your” na- 
ture raiſed by it, and yourſelf become a ſuperior” being, 
in compariſon with what you would have been without 
it. It will exalt you more than a ducal coronet. In con- 
junction with wealth or honours, or both, it will ren- 
der you the blefling and the glory of your country. 
Remember alſo, that, if you ſhght religion, that Pro- 
vidence which gave you riches, will puniſh your: in- 
gratitude by rendering them a curſme. 
After a youth ſpent in preparation, in the ſtudy of 
the claſſics, of moral and natural philoſophy, and in 
the correction of the temper. and the diſorders of the 
paſſions, it will be time to enter on the proper em- 
ployments of a mature age. You will very laudably 


defire to have a ſhare in the legiſlation; you will take 


upon you the office of a juſtice of peace; you wall be 


ready at all times to fit in judgment on the deareſt 


rights of your countrymen as a juryman; you will wil- 
lingly aſſume the office of guardian to public chari- 


ties, inſpector of public works, giving your: time and 


; preſence. for the public benefit: a gift often mor 
Biene 25 4 valuable 
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valuable than à pecuniary beneſaction - Vo- Will | uſe 


your influence to enquire into and to coxrett abuſes of 
truſt, to remove — geg roads, r 
bridges, to repair public buildings to encourage 
— public — and utility. hs 4 } 
- Theſe may conſtitute your public employments. You 
have many of a private nature ſcarcely leſs . 
I would recommend it to you to live, if not the 
year, yet all that part of it which is not neceſſary to be 
ſpent near the ſenate-houſe, on your own eſtate in the 
country. Condeſcend to look into your affairs, and 
into all the more important matters of ceconomy | 

ſelf. This will employ you well, and will prevent in- 
juſtice to your tradeſmen, and embarraſſment to your- 
ſelf and your Hg. 4 It will prevent that ruin, 
which, at this time, ſtalks over the land, and diffuſes 
deſolation. You will ſtudy to 1 agriculture : a 
delightful employment, and capable of: producing. 
great advantages, ſince agriculture has long been in 
the hands of thoſe, who, from the obſtinacy of igno- 
rance, oppoſe all attempts to introduce new m 

of cultivation. You will adorn your grounds with 
plantations,” and not forget to drop the acorn, which. 
15 to ſupply your country with her future bulwarks. 

You will adopt ſomething of the old Britiſh hoſpi- 
tality, You will, indeed, do right to ſelect your 
gueſts ;' for indiſcriminate hofpitality tends only to pro- 
mote gluttony and diſcourage merit. Men of learn- 
ing, and all good men, for your own fake and for 
theirs, ought to Claim your excluſive favour. Let your 
feaſts be feaſts where the mind, as welt as the palate, 
may be delighted. Diſcountenance the profligacy of 
your neighbours by the filent but powerful reproof of 
neglect. Be not carried away by the faſcination of fa- 
nion and grandeur; but: love and. cheriſh. merit in'all 
us obſcurities. ON 22771, I MERIT LURES Ges 243 

Free from all profeſſional avocitions, you will have 
ample leiſure to attend to your family; a. field well 
fitted for the diſplay of the beſt virtues and moſt va-: 
luable qualities. Every family is a little community, 
and he, who governs. it well, ſupports a very noble . 
character, that of the paterfamilias, or the * 
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The proper management of the various tempers and 
diſpoſuions which c args families, — 


tion of abuſes, the correction of errors, the teaching of 


duties, will by themſelves claim a conſiderable hare 
of your time and attention. But, if you have many 
children, you need never want employment. The 
care and inſtruction of them, in all the various duties 
and de part ments, might very honourably fill 4 life. 
Vou muſt beware of falling into à common — fatal 
error among the favourites of fortune, that of thinking 
nnn cares, * beneath their 7 
e v ted profeſſion, le 

Th you have no appoin pro t 
aſſumed profeſſion be to do good, of every ſort cou 
every degree, as far as you .are able. 'The world 
' abounds with, evil, moral, natural, real, and imagi- 
nary. He alone who does all be can, wherever his 
influence extends, to mitigate and remove it; is the 
true gentleman. Others are only eſquires, knights, ba- 
ronets, men n earls, e dukes, _- 


kings. 
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No. XXXVI. THE war OF PERSONAL 
BEAUTY A FREQUENT CAUSE OF VIRTUE. 
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T has * juſtly faid, that no one ever deſpiſed 
I beauty who poſſeſſed it. It is, indeed, a noble pri- 
vilege to be able to give pleaſure, wherever one 
merely by one's preſence, and without the tr ,of 

exertion. The reſpect which. is paid to beauty, an 
the recommendation it. gives to all our good q 
are circumſtances ſufficiently advantageous to — 
Fl perſon, who has been bleſt with it, 9 grate- 
al 

But the majority of mankind, if they are not de- 
— — are yet not beautiful. And this is a wiſe and 
| - 22700 dif, Wu of Providence; for, —_— 
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ſtanding the pre avs et heaminy Let cg 
that = want of 1. 45 1 wit 2 benefit. to 
ſociety. Man is naturally deſirous rendering him- 
ſelf, in ſome reſpect, v le and amiable; and, if 
he has nothing external to recommend him, will en- 
deavour to his defect by the acquiſition of 
internal excellence. But that. the virtues. of the heart, 
and the 8 of the underſtanding, contribute much 
more to public benefit than an .corporeal, accompliſh- 
ment, is a truth whi needs no illuſtration. ; 

It is indeed a wel known fact, chat the beſt poets, 
philolopher % writers, and artiſts, have been of the 
number 0 thoſe who were, in ſome meaſure, prevented 
in their youth from indulging idleneſs and profligacy, 
either by : ſome conſtitutional infirmity,. or by the want 
of thoſe perſonal, graces, which 2 the greateſt allure- 
ments to a, life. of diſſipation. a thouſand in- 
ſtances, in confirmation of this * nh, e ſelect that 
of Pope; to the deformity. and imbecility; of whoſe 
body we may attribute. his, early and conſtant appli» 
cation to poetry. Where there are powerful ſolicita- 
tions to the pleaſures of. ſenſe, very little attention. vill 
be paid, to the pure delig rhts of the 1 1 1 

But it is more ee, my nens to point out 
ſome advantages attending the want of (beauty; in wo- 
men: a Want Which will always be conſidered by them 
as a misfdrtune. . But all misfortopes admit of - conſo- 
lation; and many of them, under a judicious conduct: 
may be metamorphoſed into bleſſings. But while 1 
conſider the advantages attending the want of perſonal 
charms, I muſt not — mon to undervalue beauty. 
If we admire. the lifeleſs, works of art, much more 
ſhould we be de in with * living feature, in 
which are united ſymmetry and expreſſion. . It is na- 
ture's command — we ſhould. be charmed with her 
Euer both animate and inanimate; and our 
carts are moſt, willingly, obedient when the hug — 
admire beauty in our own ſpecies... Taſte, 
affection, are then all at once — powerfully — 
and it would be as unnatural as it is in vain co.refſ, 


by refuſing our ee. 
But 
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But after our admiration is over, we ſhall find, when 
we exerciſe- our refleftion and judgment, what experi. 
ence has indeed often proved, that plain women are the 
moſt valuable; It may appear paradoxical, but I will 
aſſert it to be true, that plain women are uſually found, 
as the companions of life, the moſt agreeable, They 
are indeed for the moſt part, I do not ſay always, the 
beſt daughters, the beſt wives, the beſt mothers'; moſt 
important relations, and moſt honourable to thoſe who 
7 . them with propriety. They who aim not at 
ſuch characters, but live only to diſplay a pretty face, 
can ſcarcely rank higher than a painted doll, or z 
blockhead, placed with a cap on it, in a millener' 
There is ſomething of an irritability in the-conſti- 
tution of women whoſe minds are uncultivated, which, 
when increaſed by oppoſition, and confirmed by habit, 
uſually produces a termagant, a ſhrew, or a virago: 
characters which, from the torment 44 occaſion, may 
be ſaid greatly to participate of ah infernal nature, 
Nothing but reading, reflection, and indeed what 1s 
called a liberal education, can in general ſmooth this 
natural aſperity. ' A woman who, by attending to her 
face, is led ta neglect the mind, and who, befides, has 
been flattered in her youth by the admirers of her 
beauty, ſeldom fails, in the more advanced periods of 
her life, to vent the virulence of her temper, no ſoured 
and blackened by neglect, on all who have the misfor- 
tune to approach her. Her huſband, if the has per- 


adventure entangled ſome miſerable wight, undergoes 


ſuch torments as might juſtly reſcue him from purgatory, 
by the plea of — * ſuffered it. 28 * 
But folly and ignorance are almoſt as pregnant with 
_ domeſtic miſery 'as a bad temper.” And how ſhall ſhe 
avoid folly and ignorance; with all their train of whims, 
| fickleneſs, fears, falſe delicacies, vanity, —— affec 
tation, envy, peeviſhneſs, fretfulneſs, chil iſhneſs, and 
. evealne/s of nerves, who has ſpent all the days when ſhe 
was young, and all the days ſhe thought herſelf young, 
at her toilette, and under the hands of the friſeur? 

She found herſelf admired wherever ſhe went, on 
Mad J i aying 
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faying or doing any thing admirable. She has there- 
fore ſaved herſelf the trouble of forming ' a taſte for 
reading, or a habit of thinking. But beauty is a roſe 
which ſoon withers. She loſes the power of pen 
others; and, alas! poſſeſſes none to pleaſe herſelf, 
which can ſupply the place of flattery and pretended 
adoration. As her life began and continued in folly, 
ſo it ends in miſery, If ſhe married, ſhe was uſeleſs at 
leaſt, and probably tormenting to her huſband. Tf ſne 
continued unmarried, ſhe poſſeſſed few qualities to ren- 
der her acquaintance ſolicited, and none that could af- 
ford her a rational amuſement in folitude. | 
It may indeed happen, that a beautiful woman may 
be educated with uncommon. vigilance, that ſhe may 
poſſeſs a remarkably good underſtanding, and as good 
a diſpoſition. In this caſe, her beauty will be doubly 
valuable, not only from its real excellence when com- 
bined with à cultivated underſtanding, but from the 
difficulty of attending to the graces of the mind amidit 
the cares of the-perſon, and the flattery of fooliſh ad- 
mirers. It is certainly poſſible, that a beautiful wo- 
man may be as accompliſhed as a plain woman, and I 
know that, in this age, there are many inſtances of it ; 
but I am ſpeaking of ' probabilities; and I think it 
much more probiabla, at plain women will. be, in 
general, 23 furniſhed with thoſe two neceſſary in- 
redients to domeſtic happineſs, a corrected tempe! 
— a cultivated 22 its r Nef 
Let us ſuppoſe a caſe, for the ſake of: exemplifying 
the ſubject, and let it be ' ſomething like the following. 
A young lady, whoſe perſon is plain, cannot help o 
ſerving how much the is neglected at public aſſemblies, 
and what univerſal attention is paid to beauty. She 
will naturally feel a deſire to partake of OE 
She revolves in her mind the moſt likely of 
— her purpoſe. As to her features and 
ſhape, it is in vain to think of altering them. She 
muſt draw her reſources from her mind and her temper. 
She will ſtudy to collect ideas, in order to render her 
converſation agreeable. She will therefore read, and 
obſerve, and reflect, and remember. Her eager de- 
ſire to gain eſteem will ſtimulate her induſtry, ne give 
885 | adine 
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ſteadineſs to her application. With theſe ſhe cannot 
fail to ſuccced. Her mind will be ſtored with Know- 
ledge, which will produce itſelf in converſation with 
all the graces of eale and elegance. The amprove- 
ment of her mind will have a natural effect in the im- 
;Provement of her temper; for every part. of polite 
earning tends to ſoften and harmonize the N 
But ſhe will alſo pay particular attention to the regu- 
lation of her temper; for ſhe will juſtly argue, that envy 
and ill- nature will add diſtortion and uglineſs to a ſet of 
Features originally not worſe than plain or indifferent. 
She will lady to compenſate her defects, not only by 
rendering herſelf intelligent and good tempered but 
uſeful. She will therefore ſtudy. the practical parts of 
domeſtic coxconomy ; thoſe parts of humble but valuable 
knowledge, with which a fine lady, with a fine face, 
would ſcorn to meddle, leſt ſhe ſhould be defiled, 
Thus ſenſible, good tempered, and uſeful; her com- 
pany would be ſought by men of ſenſe and character; 
and, if any one of them ſhould be fliſpoſed to marry, 
I have little doubt hut that ſhe would be his choice, 
in preference to a mere beauty, who has ſcarcely one 
excellent or uſeful quality to render her a good wile, 
mother, and miſtre(s- of a family, r 
5 Suppoſe our plain lady married. Her gratitude will 
be powerfully excited in return for the preference given 
to her amidſt ſo many others who are talked of, and 
toaſted, and admired. All her attention will be be- 
ſtowed in making the man happy, who has made her 
happy in fo flattering a manner. Her underſtanding 
has been enlightened, and her temper ſweetened by 
her own exertions. She will therefore be. an; enter- 
taining as well as tender and affectionate companion. 


plain perſen ſecluded her from vanity. She therefore 
ſeeks and finds comfort at mag] r is not . 
wiſhing. to frequent the places of public amuſement, 
but thinks 9 happily cloſed, if ſhe can look back 
and find no domeſtic duty omitted. e 

Suppoſe her a mother. As. ſhe has furniſhed. berſelf 
with ideas, ſhe will be able to. impart them. to ber 
children. She will teach them to entertain a pro 

2 177 Fat 


She has been accuſtomed to ſolid pleaſures, for her 
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knowledge of the world, and not lead them, by her 
example, to admire only its vanities. She” will be 
able to educate her daughters completely, and to ini- 
tiate and improve her- In the mean time, the 
fine lady, who has been taught to idolize her own 
face, and to doat on vanity, will neither be able nor 
willing to intereſt herſelf in ſuch diſagreeable matters 
as the care of her noiſy children, whom ſhe almoſt de- 
teſts, ſince they make her. look. old as they grow up. 
and are an impediment to, her extravagance and ai, 
pation. At the age of thirty or forty, whether of the 
two is the more amiable ? * Who now takes notice of 
the plain'lady*s face, or the handſome lady's beauty? 
The plain lady, in all probability, is eſteemed, and 
the handſome” lady pitied or deſpiſed. - But this is not 
all; for the onè is happy and uſeful, the other but- 
tienſome and miſerable. _ 0g fins hes nd) 

Juvenal, in his celebrated ſatire on the vanity of 
human wiſhes, , laments that the accompliſhment of our 
wiſhes would often be the cauſe of our deſtruction, and 
that ſuch are our prayers, that, if heaven were alw 

ropitious, it would often be unkind, © Who wiſhes not 

eauty in his children? Yet beauty has been the bane 
of myriads, whom: deformity might bave ſaved from 
ruin, and rendered uſeful; happy, and reſpectable. 

I have thus attempted, in this paper, to conſole 
that very worthy part of the ſex, who have not to boaſt 
the fineſt tincture of a Kin, nor the moſt perfeft ſym- 
metry of ſhape and features, and who are often not 
only neglected, but even ridiculed by the unfeeling 
man of pleaſure. It is ſurely à comfortable reflection, 
that, though nature has treated their perfons rather 
rudely, her apparent malignity may be turned to a 
benefit; and that a very | -ox: ſyſtem of features may 
really be the cauſe of rendering them” mpre engaging, 
and more permanently happy, as well as better able do 
communicate N wit than the moſt celebrated toaſt, 
whoſe mind is vtumbelliſhed. She indeed may ſhine a 
little while in the faſhionable ſphere, while ſhe exhibits 
the traofitory gloſs of novelty, but ſoon drops her ho- 
N like the gaudy tulip, and is no more remein- 
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HERE are few conditions leſs deſirable than ic 
that of the man who has no reſources_in himſelf, re 

and who is totally dependent on others for his daily ea 

amuſement. Yet there are great numbers who conſider in 
ſolitude as ſynonymous with miſery, and who are read wh 
to aſſociate with any company, rather than be - left wet 
alone. This weakneſs, for a great weakneſs it is, ſpir 
renders the mind baſe and mean enough to ſubmit to WI 
any neglect, coolneſs, or contempt, in order to be of! 
admitted into a party, or not to be Excluded from a on 
dinner. It is the cauſe and the conſequence of a fe-, wit 
veriſh and reſtleſs tate, totally inconſiſtent with ſolid exe 
comfort and rational enjiym ent. | 1 
The love of company and of ſocial pleaſures is indeed a f 
uite natural, and is attended with ſome of the ſweeteſt poſi 
tisfactions of human life; but, like every other love, but 
when it proceeds beyond the limits of moderation, it I 
ceaſes to uce its natural effect, and terminates in wilt 
diſguſtful ſatiety. The foundation-ſtone and the pillar, that 
on which we build the fabric of our felicity, muſt be ofb 
laid in our own hearts. Amuſement, mirth, agreeable tude 
variety, and even improvement, may be ſometimes Let 
| ſought in the gaiety of mixed company, and in the a Vi 
uſual diverſions of the world ; but, if we found our enal 
general happineſs on theſe, we ſhall do little more than It i 
raiſe caſtles in the air, or build houſes on the ſand. _ to r 
To derive the 1 N pleaſure and improvement from afl 
company, it ought to be ſelect, and to conſiſt of per- The 
ſons of character, reſpectable both for their morals and thoſ 
their underſtandings. Mixed and undiſtinguiſhed ſo- lime 
ciety tends only to diſſipate our ideas, and induce a a trail 
laxity of principles and practice. The pleaſure - N | and 


fords is of. a coarſe, mixed, noiſy, and rude kind. 
Indeed, it commonly ends in, wearineſs and diſguſt, - 
as even they are ready to confeſs, who yet conſtantly 
pets it, as if the chief good conſiſted in living in a 
crowd. 4 1 | ; | | 2 
Among thoſe, indeed, who are exempted by their, 
circumſtances from profeſſional and official employ- 
ments, and who profeſſedly devote themſelves to a life. 
of pleaſure, little elſe ſeems to conſtitute the idea f 

leaſure, but an unceaſing ſucceſhon of company, pub- 
i or private, . The dreſs, and other circumſtances 

reparatory to the enjoyment of this pleaſure, ſcarcely. 
E. a moment for reflection. Day after day i: ſpent. 
in the ſame toilſome round, till a habit is formed, 
which renders diſſipation neceſſary to exiſtence, One 
week without it would probably induce a lowneſs of 
ſpirits, which might terminate in deſpair and ſuicide. | | 
When the mind has no anchor, it will ſuffer a kind = 
of ſhipwreck ; it will fink in whirlpools, and be daſhed . of 
on rocks. What, indeed, is life or its enjoyments / | 
without * principles, laudable purpoſes, mental 
exertions, and internal comfort? It is merely a va- 
pour, or, to drop the language of figure on, ſo ſerious , 
a ſubject, it is à ſtate worſe than non-entity, ſince it - 
poſſeſſes a reſtleſs power of action productive of nothing 
but miſery" ag 7; . £2 

I very ſer:ouſly recommend, therefore, to all Who 
wiſh to enjoy. their exiſtence (and who entertains not 
that wiſh ?), that they ſhould acquire not only a power 
of bearing, but of taking a pleaſure in temporary ſoli- 
tude, Every one muſt, in „ ſometimes be alone. 
Let him not repine when he is alone, but learn to ſet - 
a value on he olden moments. It is then that he is - 
enabled to ſtudy himſelf and the world around him. 
It is then that he is led to ſee things as they are, and 
to remove the deceitful veil, which almoſt every thing 
aſſumes in the = t ſcene of worldly employments. 
The ſoul is enabled to retire into herſelf, and to exert 
thoſe energies, which are always attended with ſub- 
lime pleaſure, _ She is enabled to ſee the dependent, 
trail, and wretched fate of man as the child of nature, 


ind incited by her diſcovery to implore grace and pro- 
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tection from the Lord of the univerſe. ' They; indeed, 


who fly from ſolitude; can ſeldom be religious; 07 
religion requires meditation. They may be aid to 
live without God in the world; not; it Ts true, from 
atheiſtical principles, but from à careleſſneſs of diſ. 
poſition'; a truly deplorable ſtatè, the con ſciouſneſs of 
which could not fail to cloud the gaiety of thoſe hal. 
cyon beings, who ſport in the eine of unremitted 
z ee ee 
I may, I believe, aſſert, that the love of pleaſure, 
the follies of faſhion, and the extravagancies of diſ⸗- 
ſipation, are greater enemies to religion, than all the 
writers who haye endeavoured to attfact notice by at- 
tacking the eſtabliſhment. © Many, it is to be feared, 
have lived and died in the regions of gaiety, without 
ever having felt a ſenſe of hes, 3:36 Prayers, ſermons, 
chorches, the clergy, and the goſpel, dee ching 
which never ſtruck them, and from which they received 
no more impreſſion than à blind man from che exhi- 
bition of à pageant, To frel the fine ſenfibllities of 
devotion, it is neceſſary to commune with "our on 
hearts; upon our beds, and to be ſtill. If we had but 
courage to withdraw ourfelves from the world, we ſhould 
often find: in our ſtudy, and on our knees, Tuck plea- 
ſures as the world cannot give. e. 
1 may alſo add, that few will be found t6'diſplay 
pfudence” of * conſiſtency of conduct, Who do not ſome. 
times ſtep afide from the tumult of the throng, to con- 
ſider cdoHy their circumſtances and fituation,” Life can- 
not proceed fortuitouſly without incurring momentaty 
danger. Plans of conduct muſt be formed, precautions 
taken, errors retrieved, and the probabilities bf futu- 
rity conſidered. But all this requires thought, and 
% © 0 NING 
Not- only religion, virtue, and prodence, will be 
promoted hy occaſional ſolitude, but à reliſh Will be 
given to the rational enjoyments of a pleaſurable. life. 
Vieiſſitude is eſſential to every ſtate of durable*emoy- 
ment. He who has ſpent a little part of his time in 
his cloſet, or in his groves, will partake of the gazeties 
5 - 
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of the aſſembly with freſi delight, as a man, When he 
is hungry, finds an additional flavour in his daily _ 
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| W E cannot help feeling a pleaſute, mixed indeed 
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But it muſt be remembered, that, in recommending 
ſolitude, I mean only occaſional ſolitude. There is no 
doubt but that man is made for action, and that his 


duties and pleaſures are often moſt numerous and moſt 


important amidſt the buſy hum of men. Many vices, 
and many corrupt. diſpoſitions, have been foſtered in a 
ſolitary life. Monkery is not favourable. to human 
nature or human happaneſs ; but neither is unlimited 
diſſipation. Cautions and remedies. muſt always be 
applied, where the greateſt danger appears. And 
I think it will admit no diſpute, but that, in this age 
and nation, men are much more likely to be injured 
by too conſtant an intercourſe with the world, than 
by too much retirement. 

But nothing without moderation is durable or wiſe. 
Let there be a ſweet interchange of retirement and aſ- 
ſociation, of repoſe and activity. A fe hours ſpent 
every day by the votaries of * in ſerious medi- 
tation, would render their pleaſure pure, ahd more 
unmixed with miſery. It would give them knowledge, 
ſo that they would ſee how far they might advance in 
their purſuit. without danger; and reſolytion; ſo that 


they might retreat when danger ys It would 


teach them how to live; a. knowledge, which, indeed, 
they think they poſſeſs already; and it would alſo 
m, what they are often too little ſolicitous to 
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with ſevere regret, while we look back on, the 
Antediluvian World, and read- the fabulous accounts 
of a golden age. The abſence of that natural evil, 
which has ever fince infuſed into the cup of human 
felicity a bitter mixture, muſt have rendered exiſtence 
an uninterrupted-pleaſure, and muſt-have heightened 
Val, ; 5 4 | : every 
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every actual enjoyment, by admitting the comfi 

reflection, that — indolgence TE not to wa 

for by future pain. ne 

But, alas! the golden age exiſted only in the regi. 
ons of poetry. Moral evil ſoon made its appearance 
in an animal ſo im perfect as man, and had an imme. 
diate-tendency to produce natural. The gratificatian 
of the animal appetites was, for obvious reaſons, con- 
nected with pleaſure ; and, in order to prolong or im- 
prove that pleaſure, recourſe was had to refinement 
and exceſs. Thefe not only ſuperindaced diſeaſe, but 
occafioned an imbecility, that rendered ãt more difficult 
n N e 

Man, furniſhed by nature with a ter: ſaſcepti- 
bility of pleaſure, than was indulged © aches ab. 
was poſſeſſed likewiſe of a fuperior fagacity, which 
enabled him to modify and heighten bis. enjoyments 
with all the ſubtlety of art; His . boaſted reaſon be- 
came the pander of his appetites. -A-.taſte for ſimple 
food and fimple manners, the one. the: beſt rva- 
tive of health, the other of innocence,. was loſt amid 
the acquired advantages of civilization. | 

The human body, even in the earlieſt ages, and be- 
fore the univerſal prevalence of luxury, was indeed ex- 
poſed to various diſeaſes. . Its complicated organization 
rendered its motions eaſy. to be retarded or obſtructed 
by the unavoidable influence. of an atmoſphere, © We 
find that animals, who approach nearly to a ſtate of 
nature, are yet ſubjeR to a variety of diſtempers. The 
moſt uſeful auxiliary of man is known to labour under 
many violent diſorders, though his food is a pure, ve- 
getable production, preſented. to him in its higheſt 

rfection, and not adulterated by the hand of man, 
Fa the infancy of the world, it may reaſonably be con- 
cluded from analogy, the body was produced in 2 
ſtronger and ſounder ſtate, than after the lapſe of many 
— ages, when vice has contaminated the very 
ſources of population. Freſh from the hand of plaſtic 
nature, the body was not only more beautifut and 
proportionate, . but leſs diſpoſed to admit morbid com- 
mixtures, and better enabled to expel them. Yet even 
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then, the effects of the weather, of accidents, of long 
faſting, or repletion, were neceſſarily felt, and were 
followed by diſeaſdm. 5 5 
Expoſed to wants, to external dangers, and internal 
weakneſſes, the impatient mind of man ſoon applied 
itſelf to the invention of arts, which taught compen- 
dious methods of ſupply, of defence, and of remedy. 
The uſe of iron once difcoyered, him the ſupe- 
riority of a more elevated order of beings over thoſe 
to whom it continued unknown, and the dominion 
which he acquired over the brutes, exalted him ſtill 
higher in the ſcale of di aud power. But though 
labour was facilitated and ſecurity obtained, yet neither 
mechanical ingenuity, -nor the proteQion 745 by 
adventitious power, could allay the heat of a fever, 
or aſſuage the violence of pain; evils which attacked 
him in the hours of his repoſe, and found their way to 
him through the walls of the or, the caſtle, ' 
The perſonal feelings of the fafferer, and the anx- 
iety of thoſe who. were moſt nearly allied to him by the 
ties of blood and affection, incited the ſpirit of in- 
duſtry and reſearch to procure alleviation. Charms 
and amulets were the firit expedients ſuggeſted to the 


rude mind of the barbarian, ever more mclined to in- 


dulge the delufive hopes of ſuperſtition, than to liſten 
to the voice of ſober reaſon. But even theſe expe- 
dients, inadequate as they a , were yet often 
productive of beneficial effects. Many diſorders, if 
not quite imaginary, derived much of their violence 
from the force of imagination, From the ſame ſource 
their cure was to be obtained. A bead worn a cer- 
tain time, an infipnificant ceremony performed with 
the rituals of ſuperſtition, could not effect any imme- 
diate alteration in the animal ceconomy ; but they gave 
eaſe to the mind of the ſufferer, and, by reftoring 
cheerfulneſs and ſpirits, often became really efficacious. 
Nor were theſe fanciful methods of cure confined to 
the ages of ignorance. They who are acquainted with 
vulgar life, as it appears at preſent, and the manners 
of thoſe who reſide at a diſtance from the capital, mult 
have obſerved a variety of ſuperſtitious practices ſcarce- 
ly to be equalled * by the rudeſt 2 8 
2 | ere 
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There are, for inſtance, many methods of curing an 
ague, without internal or external application. be 
| +19 patient has recourſe to ſome aged matron, who, 
ike the god of. phyſic, profeſſes the arts of medicine 
and prophecy ; and he ſeeks not the aid; of the regular 
_ praftitioner, while he can obtain the ſupernatural af. 
 ſiſtance of a charm. He waits without reluQtance for 
relief; the diſorder decreaſes by the effects of time and 
, conſtitutional vigour ; the credit of the cure is gi 
ed / 3 he n oe dis turn to Others, 
and ſuperſtition prevails in an [enlightened age; amid 
all the . of truth and philoſ, why. | N 171 
Miedicine was however early Cultivated- as, an art, 
. founded on certain penciping and confided. in by the 
ſenſible 2 of mankind as the moſt probable means of 
relief. The ſlaughter of victims for ſacriſice, and of 
animals for food, gave an opportunity of inſpeRng 
the parts of organized bodies, which bore a great ana- 
to the human conſtitution. Chirurgery and phy- 
fic derived from this ſource equal opportunities for im. 
provement. Indeed, it is preſumed, that chirurgical 
operations were the firſt efforts of the medical art. 
External maladies, as they were moſt viſible, called 
more immediately for relief; and external application 
was the eaſieſt and moſt obvious to reflection. Both 
branches of the art, long after its invention, were 
united in the ſame profeſſor, as they uſually are at 
ſent among our tural practitioners. There is indeed 
ſufficient reaſon for their combination, ſince a {kill in 
them muſt, in great meaſure, reſult from a know- 
ledge of the ſame principles; yet, at the ſame time, 
—. of them will probably carried to a greater 
height, when ſeparately purſued by different perſons, 
This indeed ſeems to accord with the deciſions of ex- 
perience ; for, of thoſe who have arrived at ſingular 
"eminence in either of theſe arts, few have choſen to 
invade the province of the other. Cheſelden did not 
preſcribe in a fever, nor did Radcliffe, undertake an 
amputation. | | E nr 
The Greeks, whoſe happy polity was admirably 
adapted to call forth all thoſe fine qualities of the mind 
with which they were ſingularly farniſhed by — 
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advanced not only the ornamental arts of paintings 
try, and ſculpture,” to perfection, but cultivated the 
uſeful one of phyſic with a ſucceſs, which has enabled 
the moderns to make, their boaſted improvements, 
The writings of Hippocrates, though, for obvious rea- 
ſons, lighted by the buſy 'praftitioner, are held in high 
eſtimation by learned phyſician. And if the pre- 
ſeriptions of the Can ſeem to want ſimplicity, and 
fail of their effect at this period and in our climate; 
yet have they been of efſential ſervice to the art, by 
introducing what is called the dogmatical method in 
the place of the empirical; and their failure as reme- 
dies may be reaſonably attributed to the alterations 
which the human frame is found to und in the re- 
volution of ages, by a wr change of dietetic regi- 
men; by removing to different climates, and — 2 


9 
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rating with races of men, who ſeem to be diſting 
from the reſt even in their bodily organization. . = 
Though the writings of the antients, of the Grecian . I 
Hippocrates 'and 'Galen, and of the Arabian Rhazes | 
— Avicenna, are oſten talked of by the modern pro- 
feſſor, yet are they ſeldom read. Experience, which, 
after all, is the ſureſt teſt of utility, ſeems to juſtify the - 
neglect. Practieal medicine is leſs indebted to books, | 
than any other liberal art. The occaſional varieties of. | 
diſtempers are infinite ; their complications diſguiſe. 
them, and often produce a new ſpecies, or one that 
has never been decknbed with accuracy. He who has 
recourſe to ſyſtems, is at à ſtand when he ſees a ſymp- 
tom unobſeryed before ; but he who has ſtudied nature 
in the original, knows how to change his intentions, . | 
and adapt endleſs remedies to the endleſs variety.of | 
diſorders. Yet theory ſhould certainly go before prac-. | 
tice in the preparation for this profeſſion ; and the 
phyſician, Who has not read a great deal in his youth, 
will appear not only Yliberal but groſsly ignorant. " 
For many ſimilar inſtances, Radcliffe may be ſelected 
to prove, that great practical kill, as well as fame in 
this art, is attainable merely by the aid of experimental 
phyſiology. He indeed, it is faid, was a genius in 
medicine. To books he owed but little, and was am- ws 
bitious to appear leſs Nees to them than he really 
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was. He knew, it is true, that experience, the 
guide after the mind 3s Res 5 her fron 
y previous inſtitution, is apt, without Prepa- 
ration, to degenerate to a vulgar and preſumptuous 
empiriciſm. He therefore laid a foundation, of general 
and liberal knowledge derived from books, on- which 
he erected a noble ſuperſtructure, with materials. ſup- 
plied by obſervation. He certainly, poſſeſſed, in. an 
eminent degree, a fagacity which nature had 1 rg 
But he was not a man of profound and. accurate ſci- 
ence. Perhaps, like many of his profeſſion, he owed 
a great part of his fame and fortune to the caprice of 
faſhion, and the concurrence of favourable circum. 
ſtances. If he did not, by his own diſcoveries, advance 
the boundaries of knowledge, he took the wiſeſt me. 
thods for its improvement at his death, by the moſt 
ample benefaQions to the Univerſity. of Oxford. 
Through the wiſdom, of their application, he ſtill con- 
tinues to promote the benevolent purpoles of the, medi- 
cal profeſhon, in à general infirmary, raiſed there by: 
ky 1 9 or Sf n A 
to the ſame ſource, a library and obſervatory, happily 
places in à centrical fituation, whence the 208 of 
owledge, like the blood circulating from The heart, 
are generally, diffuſed. Oxford has indeed long 
in poſſeſſion of advantages favourable to the ſtudy. of, 
theoretic phyſic, but ſcarcely afforded any opportuni- 
ties for practical information, till the erection of the 
Radclivian infirmary. And now, ſince the, clinical 
lecture is eſtabliſhed in it, the ſtudents will no longer 
be conſtrained to ſeek improvement in the Hoſpitals of 
the capital, or at a remote l e 
Academical honours are confe on this profeſſion, 
and it commonly leads to wealth and popular. eſteem; 
but it was not ſo honourable among the Romans as- 
among us, and all the modern nations of 
It was commonly in the hands of ſlaves, and Antonius 
Muſa is almoft the only phyſician in the golden age of 
learning who is mentioned with reſpect. It now poſ- 
ſeſſes the rank and eſteem which it deſerves. Qur phy- 
ſicians have uſually united polite learning with phyſio- 
logical knowledge. Many beſides Linacre, pw 
rein 
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Freind, and Akenſide, have been no leſe celebrated in 
the ſchools of humanity than of ſcience, and have been 
favoured by Apollo as much in their poetical as in their 
medical capacity. 14. | Beige | 

Harvey, from whom is derived one of the nobleſt 
diſcoveries of modern philoſophy, has greatly contri- 
buted to promote the cultivation of polite literature, 
together with the ſkill peculiar to the profeſſion. By 
inſtituting an annual Latin oration, he has rendered 
a knowledge of the elegance of that language neceſ- 
ſary to thoſe of the faculty; who are defiroug of being 
diſtinguiſhed as men of taſte. As it might fall to the 
lot of any individuaF*to ſpeak. on the occaſion, each 
has been ſolicitous of retaining that elaſſical learning, 
which is too often forgotten, even by men of ſenſe and 
judgment, ſoon after their emancipation from ſcholaſtic 
reftraint. In purſuit of this end, they have formed x 

for claſſical work and have been the patrons, 

e admiters, arid the compoſers of the moſt elegant | 
uctions. Indeed, in no order are there to be | 
d individuals, better — 5 — _ hu- | 
mane, ingenious, than among regularly- * 
1 * E * 5x Tf | 

| 


At the ſame time it is but juſt to add, that there 
are great numbers, and ſome among them not unpo- 

lar, who are diſtinguiſhed only by ſuperior avarice, 
impudence, folly, ignorance, and affectation; by qua- 
lities, which, though they can hardly fail to render 
them faſhionable, are in themſelves effeminate and - 
deſpicable in the extreme, © | 85 

It muſt be confeſſed, that many of thoſe, whoſe bu- 
fineſs it is to combine and adminiſter medicines accord- 
ing to thenpreſcription of others, have, by the benefit of 
long obſervation, acquired real ſkill ; and, though they 
have not to boaſt the advantage of a very liberal edu- 
cation, are yet juſtly eſteemed as experimental phy- 
ficians, Theſe conſtitute a very numerous claſs in t 
community, and as they are commonly. appealed to in 
the firſt inſtance, and entirely depended- upon by the 
middle and inferior ranks; their medical influence is, 
on the whole, more extenſive than that, of thoſe' who 
hold a higher place in the national eſtimation. 

| "$0 | When 
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When we turn our attention to the loweſt order of 
itioners, empirics and pretenders, we ſee this no- 
art moſt diſgracefully perverted. It is indeed much 
to be lamented, that the inferior and niore numerous 
claſſes of mankind, who are moſt expoſed to accidents, 
and who have the feweſt alleviations, are conftrained 
by indigence to ſeek relief from men, who have no 
other preparation for the exerciſe of this important art, 
but the humble employment of macerating drugs in a 
mortar, tying labels to the necks of phials, conveyin 
medicines to patients, ſweeping a warehouſe, or kind. 
ling the fires of a laboratory. Such are often the moſt 
daring in the treatment of maladies, for ignorance is 
naturally preſumptuous. Charity has however ſept in 
to remedy. the evil ; and numerous hoſpitals, ſcattered 
over the face of our country, have at once afforded an 
extenſive field for the exertion of beneficence, and the 
beſt ſchools. for the improvement of medicine. In 
theſe places, ſkilful phyſicians preſide, and -the poor 
have the advantage of regular attendance, of freſh and 
unadulterated medicines, of proper diet and cleanli- 
neſs, in a manner highly favourable to cure, and which 
can hardly be ſurpaſi 


lence, _'! 


Like the pretenders to inſpiration in religion, there: / 


are many who boldly enter on the practice of this art, 
totally deſtitute of preparatory inſtruction, and who 
make a merit of their deſect. Without even thoſe few 


lights, which may be occaſionally obtained in the courſe 
of a ſervile apprenticeſhip, they aſſume all the im- 


portance of ſufficiency, and diftate with an oracular 


confidence. Againſt theſe vultures of mankind, a ainſt 
theſe harpies of ſociety, who ſcatter pain and death 
around, under pretence of affording relief; and who, 


for the ſake of ſupporting an e in 
life, not only delude, but deſtroy thoſe who apply to 
them as to friends, under the preſſure of the heavieſt 
calamities, every honeſt mind muſt feel an indignant 
ſentiment, The loſs occaſioned. by the deceiver, who 
preys on the poſſeſſions of his fellow- creatures, may be 
repaired by ſubſequent induſtry or good — 


* » K 
F 8 4 ” 4 F ” — ? 2 1 a 
r : | 
* R F. % N 
ma jc 7 


ed by the conveniencies of opu- 
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deception, in this inſtance, is uſually followed by de- 
irnftiode: een | l 

But how ſhall an evil thus generally felt and com- 
plained of, be obviated, without an infringement of 
civil liberty; that boaſted privilege, of which we are 
ſometimes more jealouſly tenacious than of health and 
life? Admonition is ineffeQual ; for of thoſe who 
ſuffer, few have not been apprized of the danger of 
truſting to empiriciſm, 7 fo TT I TD 

The progreſs of empirical fame and ſucceſs is eaſily 
traced, though not eaſily retarded.” A powerful me- 
dicine is exhibited to ſome wretched individual, whoſe 
indigence induces him to be grateful for the notice and 
aſſiſtance of the ignorant. If his complaint is removed, 
as it would otherwiſe have been by the filent operation 
of time, he is triumphantly dragged forth to public 
view, and his name is added to atteſt the wonderful 
efficacy of the pretender's noſtrum. The lar prac- 
titioner is inſulted. Facts ſpeak for themſelves, and 
even men of ſenſe hear and believe. The gaping - 
crowd preſs round the mountebank, and ſwallow the 
doſe of death with avidity, led on by the ſunſhine of 
deluſive hope, like the poor fluttering inſect, that is 
allured to its own deſtruction by a deceitful blaze. 

The wiſdom and authority of the legiſlature might, 
indeed, leſſen or temove the evil. But it has never 
yet interfered, not only from an unwillingneſs to mul- 
tiply reſtraints in a free country, but perhaps from a 
doubt whether ſome equivalent advantage may not ariſe 
from the liberty of attempting medical experiments. 
It is a truth ſomewhat mortifying to the regular vota- 
ries of ſcience, that many of the moſt important diſ- 1 
coveries have been made by the ignorant and by. 
chance. Thoſe who have been taught to adhere to 
ſyſtems are ſometimes too much attached to the ſtraight. 
and known path, to permit themſelves to venture even 
on proper deviation. While the uneducated ri- 
mentaliſt, a ſtranger to the ſſeſſions unavoidably. 
derived from learning, is almoſt fure to acquire the | 
merit of originality. ., Unacquainted” with the paths of 
thoſe who have gone before, he is under a neceſſity of 

I 5 purſuing 
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Pai A. track of his . He is commonly be. 1; 
| wildered, it is true, but yet it ſometimes happens, b 

that he finds out a ſhorter or more ble road. In 10 

the infinite trials which his boldneſs inſtigates him to x 
make, he Yen on a uſeful diſcovery, which would 


never have known to the more expert and cau- - 
tious, Unfortunate individuals ſuffer in the - courſe of 


his inquiries, but the community at large is ſometimes N 
benefited by an acceſſion to experimental knowledge. J 
In no profeſſion is. it more defirable, that there 
ſhould be examinations, previqus to a licenge to prac- 
tice. The want of a ſtrict examination will er a 
eee low and contemptible which was once highly 
noured. . ** N 
It was indeed natural that medicine ſhould be highly 
honoured, and its firſt inventors or improvers — 


to gods and . As life itſelf is of ſmall va. 


lue without health, no wonder the reſtorers of health 
were ranked among the beſtowers of life. 'The ſe 
fefſion has always obtained a high rank in the of ſer 
civil ſubordination, except, indeed, among. the- 74 be 
. mans. In this inſtance the moderns act the more wi Tir 
ly, if there is truth in the maxim, that honour is the bu 
* Ne 1 TTY - W in 
t is however greatly to be regretted, that ati 
eſteem is often mifplaced, and rather tends. to encou- m 
rage bold, preſumptuous, and unbluſhing. ignorance, his 


than to raiſe merit from the vale of obſcurity. Fa- of 
ſhion, it. is allowed, has contributed more to the eſta- wo 
bliſhment of many celebrated phyſicians, than any ſu- At 
periority of knowledge that they poſſeſſed. This po- | 
pularity, however, has ſometimes been the cauſe of ce: 
that merit, of which it ought. ta have been the effect. are 
It has gore men of moderate. abilities and attain- ob] 
ments, ſuch numerous and extenſive. opportunities of tio! 
improving by experience. as could not be obtained by ga 
the able, yet unemployed. . 1 1 Bu 

Faſhion may be allowed to rule with abſolute ſway of 
in her proper province, in the mund mulicbrie; but be 
let her not dictate in matters ſo important as the means pre 
Thai health. Amoog r eee 


HS 


| ts —_— * * 


liberal education, let ber ſelect whom: the; pleaſes ; 
but let her not ſet aſide the votary of ſcience and: phi- 
loſophy, to: aſk enen e 
the bold emplric. 


No. XXXIX. ON TBE MEANS OF RENDERING. 


OLD AGE HONOURABLE AND R COMPORRA BY Bs: 
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advances in life, degenerates in his nature, and 
gradually loſes thoſe tender feelings, which conſtitute 
one of his higheſt excellencies. The tear of ſenſibility, 
ſaid Juvenal, 1s the moſt honourable characteriſtic * 
humanity. | 

Whatever real pain may ſometimes. be. accationed, by 
ſenſibility, is in general” counterbalanced; by: agreeable. 
ſenſations, , which are not the leſs ſincere and ſoothing, 
becauſe they do not excite the jay of thoughtleſs mer- 
riment. - The N of the ſympathetic heart is — 
but no leſs exalted are its gratifications. Notwithſſand- 
ing all that has been ſaid. on Sho happineſs of a phlegm- _ 
atic diſpoſition, every one. Who h as formed a true r 
mate of * s will — it as a curſe that des 
his nature. It is the negative of the dulleſt 
of quadrupeds doomed, to the. v — Who 
2 with to be a Bœotian whoſe. — bad kalen in 

ttica ? 

Wretched "LB as is the Rate when; the ack, 
ceaſes to feel the quick vibrations of love and pity, we” 
are all haſtening %E it by that law of our nature, W 
obliges us, when arrived at a certain, point of perſee= 
tion, to recede with retrograde rapidity from alli that 
gave us the power of pleaſing or receiving pleaſure. 
But if old age were attended only with the deprivation- 
of amiable qualities, the loſs. of ſenkibili might often 
be eſteemed a happineſs to the individual, as it would 


prevent him from feeling one of the greateſt of naturab . 


and undeſerved calamities.' But the truth is, the ab- 
Xnce of all that is lovely is ſometimes — gk ++ all 
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that is odious ; as in the ſeaſon of winter, the verdure 
and muſic of the foreſt are not only no more, but are 
ſucceeded by the howling of the blaſt, and the drear 
833 of nakedneſs and horror. Old age, thou 
dead to many pleaſing ſenſations, is ſtill moſt feeling 
alive to pain. 9 - | | 1 
Of theſe evils part is derived from nature and is in» 
evitable, and part from an erroneous conduct, which 
may be regulated by reaſon and philoſophy, 
When the body becomes debilitated by age, languor 
or pain muſt neceſſarily enſue, Bodily infirmities gra- 
dually impair the ſtrength of the mind. Uneaſy fen. 
ations, continued for a long time, ſour the native 
ſweetneſs of the temper. And the peeviſhneſs, the mo- 
roſeneſs, and the ſeverity which characterize the laſt 
ſtage of life, however diſguſtful, are to be palliated, 
and no more deſerve to be cenſured as voluntary faults, 
than the aching of the joints. They are the natural 
reſult of mental pain, and follow from a wounded 
mind, noleſs 8 or unavcidably, than blood 
guſhes from incifion of an artery. They diſturb 
tranquillity, and poiſon convivial enjoyment ; but 
they ought to be patiently borne with, if not from mo- 
tives of humanity, yet from the conſideration, that the 
day is not far diſtant, when we ſhall ſtand in need of 
the ſame indulgence. ' And we may hereafter experi- 
mentally know how cutting to the are the impa- 
tient reproaches of thoſe, who are bound by the ties 
of conjugal, filial, and domeſtic duty, to ſooth us un- 


Original ftrengus 
conſtitution, or habitual temperance, often uce 2 
green old age. In this caſe, the odious qualities uſu- 
ally attributed to that period are without excuſe; Pro- 
portionate improvement ſhould be the effect of long 
obſervation and experience. The vice of avarice, the 
characteriſtic diſtinction of the laſt ſtage of life, is then 
more than ever unreaſonable, It is no leſs abſurd, as 
it has often been ſaid, than to provide a greater quan- 
tity of ſtores, the nearer the yoyage m 
CORC 0 
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concluſion. It is alſo the ſource of every other de- 
teſtable diſpoſition. It habituates the heart to ſuffer 
the ſight of woe without commiſeration; becauſe pity 


mpts to relieve, and relief is attended with expence. 
ardneſs of heart, like all its other tendencies, is in- 


creaſed by voluntary indulgence, and he who has long 
diſregarded the happineſs or miſery of thoſe who were 


allied to him by the common tie of humanity, will. 
ſoon become unkind among his nearer connections, 
cruel to his family and friends, and more cruel to him- 


tion, which cauſes the old man to be 


felf. 
Another diſpoſi 
avoided by thoſe, who are moſt capable of affording 


him amuſement, is an unreaſonable auſterity of man- 


ners. A ftranger to the feelings of youth, and forget- 


ful that he once was young, he judges even the inno- 
cent ſallies of lively ſpirits, and a warm heart, by the 


ſevereſt diftates of rigid prudence. His jug ent, 
however, he finds is httle attended to by thoſe, 
are addreſſed on all fides by a more alluring voice. 


He becomes impatient and querulous. He condemns 
every thing that is produced in the preſent times, and 
extols the faſhions, the diverſions, the drefs,. the man- 
iled in the days 


ners, the learning, the taſte, that 
of his youth, and which appea 
olely 


to him ſuperior to 


thoſe of the preſent times, 


charms in the eyes of his 


For the natural evils o 


the load. © 


All, however, are not capable of receiving the bene= 
fits of philoſophy.. Few but thoſe, whoſe underſtand. ' 
ings have been cultivated, and affections refined by li- 
beral education, are able to underſtand or 3 

ll 


te wiſe precepts of an Epictetus or a Cicero. 
18 greater 


- G 
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who 


| becauſe his powers 

of perception were then more lively and acute; the 

very 2 why the b 5 with ſuch irreſiſtible 
vn. | | 


n | 
Fold age, relief is to be ſought 
from the phyſician rather than the moraliſt. But phi- 
— can aſſuage the pain which it cannot cure, It 
can ſuggeſt reflections, which operate like balfam 
on the wounds of the mind. It can teach us to bear 
thoſe evils which it cannot remove, and, by calling 
forth our powers of reſiſtance, enable us to alleviate 
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ator efficacy. than the philoſophy of theſe or any 
_ al WF; 62 ſteps in oye an 5 


into the bitter cup of life, which never fails to ſweeten 


it, and which is adapted to the taſte of every human 


8 


creature. * . | 

Religion, indeed, is able of itſelf moſt effectually to 
diſſipate the clouds, and to diffuſe a ſunſhine on the- 
evening of life. But to thoſe who are converſant in- 
literature, the celebrated treatiſe of Cicero may be- 
collaterally recommended as affording folid conſola- 
tion. Many moral treatiſes, however juſt and pleaſ- 
ing they may appear on the peruſal, are of little uſe in 
the conduct of life, and terminate in fpeculative amuſe- 


ment. But the Treatiſe on Old Age preſcribes rules, 


and ſuggeſts ideas, which, if permitted to influence 
practice, muſt render that period of life truly pleaſing. 
and honourable. Every old man, who withes to be 
_ wiſe and happy, and conſequently an object of reſpect, 

ſhould turn it over, as Horace adviſes the ſtudent to 
- peruſe the Greek volumes, by day and night. Nor 


. 


can an ignorance of the Latin language be pleaded in 


excuſe for the omiſſion, ſince the elegant tranſlation of 


 Melmoth has preſerved all the meaning of the original, 
together with a great ſhare of its grace and ſpirit. x 

"The indigent and the uninſtructed cannot enjoy the 
additional benefit of Pagan wiſdom ; but they have 
the comfort to know, that evangelical philoſophy is 
fully adequate to the cure of mental diſeaſe, and at 
the ſame time requires neither extraordinary abilities, 
nor the opportunities of learned leiſure, not the toil 
of ſtudy. An attendance upon the offices of religion, 
and on the duties of charity, at the ſame time that it 
fills up the vacant hours of ſuperannuated life, with 
that eee which ever attends laudable employ- 
ment, tends to inſpire ideas of U reſignation. 
A devotional taſte or ſpirit will afford. the moſt lively 


enjoyments. The turbulent pleaſures of youth may be 
ſucceeded by a religious fervour; by a flame which is 
capable of warming the cold blood of age, and of 
affording ſatisfactions ſimilar to thoſe of more youthful 


paſſions, without their danger or criminality, 
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Thus may the dignity of age be ſupported. And 
upon its dignity. greathy. depends 10 happineſs. It is, 
that alone which can repel the inſolence of youth, too. 
often inſtigated. by the levity, of thoughtle(s health, to 
forget the, reverence which among the ancients was. 
thought due to the hoary head. It is really lamentable. 
to obſerve. in many families, the aged parent lighted. 
and neglected, and like an. old-faſhioned piece of fur-. 
niture, or uſeleſs lumber, thrown aſide with contempt. . 
Such treatment is diſguſtingly unnatural ; but it is not 
eaſily to be avoided, where there is no perſonal merit, 
o authority derived from ſuperior wiſdom to compen- 
fate the want of attractive qualities. Tenderneſs and 
affection may be patient and aſſiduous; but who would. 
not rather command the attention of reſpeR, than ex- 
cite the aid of ? _ For the ſake, however, of do- 
meſtic happin it ſhould be remembered, that the 
authoritative air of wiſdom muſt be tempered with a 
ſweetneſs. of manners; and it will be found, that the 
Sri WIN does not exclude love, is the moſt de- 
rene | . 
To preſerve, the ſenſibility of youth at an advanced 
period is difficult ; becauſe reaſon and philoſophy, it is 
to be feared, can contribute little to its continuance. 
The loſs of it is a natural conſequence of decay, 
Much of the milk of human kindneſs, as it is often 
called, flows from a fine contexture of the nerves; a 
contexture- which. is broken, and a. fubtilty which is 
deſtroyed by duration. Ain en 

Exceſs, however, precipitates the effects of time. 
Temperance. in youth, together with the other advan- 
tages of that happy period, wall protract its ſenſibility. 
And among the many arguments for early wiſdom, . 
this muſt have great weight, that wiſdom in youth is 
uſually followed by happineſs in age. 

Perhaps nothing may contribute more to prolong the 
amiable diſpoſitions of youth, than the retaining of a 
taſte for its innocent amuſements. We often grow old 
in our ſentiments, before we are ſtricken in years. We 
accuſtom ourſelves to melancholy ideas of gradual de- 


cay, and before we are * for enjoyment, 


renounce the ſatisfaction we might partake. 
| e Pleaſurable 
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elende ideas, no lefs than painful, are caught by 
| ſymp He who frequents the circles of youth and 
{ eerfulneſs, wilt find himſelf ec n inſpired 
with gaiety ; he will for a while forget his Are ] 
wiinkſes wili'bs Tmoothed, and is heart difared' And. | 
though he will not experience the effect of Medea's cal- 
dron in the renovation of his body, he will feel his 
mind, in a great meaſure, reſtored to its former 2 
and activity. 
The books we read in age ee inf 


on the temper, as well as on the conduct a e un- 
derſtanding. After a certain period, v of us from. 
motives of miſtaken propriety, clofe” our books 0 en- 
tertainment, and peruſe nothing but thoſe ſerious trea- 
tiſes, which, though proper at certain times, yet, When 
peruſed without variety, induce a ſettled melancholy,” 

rather than a principled ' wiſdom. Why Mhould the 
imagination, that fertile ſourte of all that is delighr- 
ful, be left uncultivated at a time when pleaſures de. 
come moſt deficient ? Why ſhould the works of a. 
Horace, a Virgil, a Homer, be laid afide for the me- 
ditations of a Seneca and Antoninus? The judicious 
mixture of books addreſſed to the fancy, th thoſe 
which enlighten the underſtanding, would“ increaſe 
the effect of both, at the ſame time that it would con- 
tribute to health. and happineſs by affording lively 
pleaſure. 

Horace wiſhed that he might not * his old age 
without his lyre. Muſic is, indeed, a ſweet compa- 
nion in every ſtage of life, but to the laſt it is pecu- 
liarly adapted. It furniſhes employment without 

| a beans, and, whale it yn the ſenſe, . 
cart, 
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No. XL. on THE HAPPINESS OF -DOMESTIC 


LIFE, 


— 


e 


—_ 


A N ative life is expoſed to many evils, which can- 


not reach a ſtate of retirement ; but it is found, . 


the uniform experience of mankind, to be, upon 
the whole, productive of the moſt happineſs. All are 
found defirous of avoiding the lifflefineſs of an unem- 
ployed condition, Without the incentives of ambi- 
tion, of fame, of intereſt, of emulation, men eagerly 
ruſh upon hazardous and painful enterpriſes. There 15 
a quick ſucceſſion of ideas, a warm flow of ſpirits, an 
animated ſenſation, conſequent on exertion, which 
amply compenſates the chagrin of diſappointment, and. 
the fatigue of attention, | | 


One of the moſt uſeful effects of action is, that it 


renders repoſe agreeable. reſt is pain of the 
moſt intolerable kind. But a judicious interchange of 


reſt and motion, of indolent 2 oper and ftrenuous + 


efforts, gives a true reliſh of life; which, when too 
_ vil, is inſipid, and when too much agitated, diſ- 
uſtful. | ; 
; This ſweet repoſe, which is neceſſary to reſtore, by 
relaxing the tone of the weary mind, has been ſought 
for by the wiſeſt and greateſt of men at their own fire- 
fide, Senators and heroes have ſhut out the accla- 
mations of an applauding world, to enjoy the prattlin 


of their little ones, and to partake the endearments of 


family converſation. They knew that even their beſt 
friends, in the common intercourſe of life, were in 
ſome degree actuated by intereſted motives in diſplay- 
ing their affection; that many of their followers Pp. 
plauded them in hopes of reward ; and that the giddy 
multitude, however zealous, were not always judicious 
in their approbation. But the attentions paid them at 
their fire-ſide, the ſmiles which exhilarated their own 
table, were the genuine reſult of undiſſembled _ 


[ 
: 


186 E S 8 A No. 40% 


The nurſery has often alleviated the fatigues of the 
bar and the ſenate - houſe- Nothing contributes more 
to raiſe the gently-pleaſing emotions, than the view of 
infant innocence, enjoying the raptures of a game at 
play. All the ſentiments of uncontrolled nature diſ- 
play themſelves to the view, and furniſh matter for 
* reflection to the mind of the philoſophical 
obſerver. To partake with children in their little 

. Pleaſures, is by no means unmanly. It is one of the 
poureſt ſources of mirth. It has an influence in amend- 
ing the h-art, which neceſſarily takes a tincture from 
the company that ſurrounds us. Innocence as well as 
guilt is communicated and increaſed by the-' contagion 
of example. And the great author of evangelical phi- 
loſophy has taught us to emulate the e the 
infantine age. He ſeems indeed himſelf to have been. 
delighted with young children, and found in them 
What he in vain ſought among /thoſe who judged. them- 

ſelves their ſuperiors, unpolluted 2 heart. 
Among the great variety of piftures, which the vi- 
vid imagination of Homer has diſplayed throughout 
the Iliad, there is not one more pleaſing than the fa- 
mily- piece, which repreſents the parting interview be- 
tween Hector and 5 | 
he heart, while it delights the imagination. The hero 
ceaſes to be terrible, that he may become amiable. 
We admire him while he ſtands completely armed in 
the field of battle; but we love him more while he is 
taking off his helmet, that he may not frighten his 
little boy with its nodding plumes, We are refreſhed 
with the. tender ſcene of domeſtic love, - while all 
around breathes and diſcord, We are pleaſed to 
ſee the arm, which is ſhortly to deal death and de- 
ſtruction among a hoſt of foes, employed in careſſing 
an. infant ſon with the embraces of paternal love. A 
profeſſed critic would attribute the pleaſing effect en- 
tirely to contraſt ; but the heart has declared, your: 
ouſly to the inquiries of criticiſm, that it is chiefly de- 
rived from the ſatisfaction, which we naturally take 
in beholding great characters engaged in tender and 
amiable employments, 11 1 5 10 | 
| , 
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But, after all that is ſaid of — tr and'the Gli- 
diy of- domeſtic pleaſures, they tely woe 
| part of mankind, N unmanby, and 
capable 


of ſatisfying none but the weak, the ſpiritleſs, 


the inexperienced, and the effeminate... The pretend- 
ers to wit and modern philoſophy are often ound to 
renounce the received opinions of prudential conduct: 
and while they affect a ſuperior liberality, to regulate 


— lives! * the moſt felfiſh N Whatever 


world muſt be beitet 1 a —.— ſucceſſion : 
and ie I. 0 0 IPs qui ll he once intro- 


pain Ae conſequences. of 8 pparting a 
eagerly ſring, 6 Sage] But the toil. 
cation they leay dec they deem fools enough 
to he OE There will always be a fuf« 
ficient number, fay 2 ” whoſe folly will lead them, 
for the ſake of a filly paſſion, called virtuous love. 
to engage in a life xe 4 perpetual anxiety. "The fooPa 
paradiſe, they add with a jeer, will never be deſerted. - 
Preſumptuous as are fuch. pretenders to newly 
invented yſtems of life and conduct, it 1s. not to be 
ſuppoſed they will think themſelves ſuperior to Cicero. 


Yet Cicero, with all his liberality of mind, felt the 


tenderneſs of conjugal and — attachment, and 
acknowledged that, at one time, he received no ſatis- 
faction in any company but that of his wife, his little 
— and, to uſe. his own epithet, his non tan 
young Cicero. The great Sir Thomas More, whom 
y will ſuſpe& of narrowneſs of mind, who. by a 

ery fingular treatiſe evinced, that he was capable of 
thinkin and of chuũng for himſelf, has left it on re- 
cord, that he devoted à great ſhare 'of his time, from 


the united motives of 1 00 een to the I 


ment of his children. * 


It 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
=_ 
| 
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n ein de objected" by thefe, who! Pistend 70 hive 
formed their ideas of WT hog actual obſervation; that 


domeſtie happineſs, however pleaſing in deſcription, 
like many a poetic dream, is but an alluring” picture, 
dieſigned by a good heart, and painted in glowing: co- 


lours by a lively fancy. The conſtant _— they 
* * even of thoſe we love, occaſions an infipidity, 
Infipidity grows into diſguſt. Diſguſt, long conti- 
nued, ſours the temper. Peeviſhneſs is the natural 


conſequence, The domeſtic circle becomes the ſcene 


of diſpute, Mutual antipathy is ingenious in deviſing: 
mutual torment. Sullen filence or malignant remarks 
fill up every hour, till the arrival 6f a ſtranger cauſes 
a temporary reſtraint, and excites that 15 humour 
which ought to be diſplayed among thoſe, whom the 
bonds of affection and blood have already united. ' 

Experience, indeed, proves that theſe remarks are 
ſometimes verified. - But that there is much domeſtic 
miſery, is no argument that there is no domeſtic hap- 
pineſs, or that the miſery may not be removed. 

Natural ſtupidity, natural ill-temper, acquired ill - 


habits, want of education, illiberal manners, and # 


neglect of the common rules of diſeretion, will render 
every ſpecies of intercourſe diſagreeable. When thoſe 


are united by connubial ties, who were ſeparated by | 


natural and inherent diverſity, -no wonder if that de- 


gree of happineſs, which can only reſult from a pro- 
per union, is unknown. In the forced alliance, Which 
the poet of Venuſium mentions, of the ſerpent with 
the dove, of the tyger with the lamb, thefe can be no 


love. When we expatiate on the happineſs of the do- 


meſtic groupe, we preſuppoſe that all who compoſe it 
Noted y-affeion, and are ſtill kept 


are originally aſſimi 
in union by diſcreet friendſhip. Where this is not 


caſe, the cenſure muſt fall on the diſcordant · diſpoſition 
of the parties, and not on the eſſential nature of fa - 
mily intercourſe. e e een 
To form, under the direction of prudence, and by 
the impulſe of virtuous love, an early conjugal attach- 
ment, is one of the beſt ſecurities of virtue, as well as 


the moſt probable: means of happineſs. The duties, 


which are powerfully called forth -by the * | 


huſb 
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huſband and father, are of that tender kind which in- 
ſpires goodneſs; and humanity, He who beholds a wo- 
man whom he loves, and an helpleſs infant looking up 
to him for ſupport, will not cafily be induced to in- 
dulge in. unbecoming extravagance, or. devote him- 
ſelf to indolence. He who has a riſing family to intro. 
duce into à vicious world, will be. cautious of ſetting a 
bad example, the contagion of which, when, it 


ceeds from tal authority, muſt be irreſiſtibly ma- 
lignant. Thus many who, in their individual and un- 


connected ſtate, would probably have ſpent a; life not 
only uſeleſs to others, but profligate and careleſs in -it- 
ſelf, have become valuable members of the commu- 
nity, and have arrived at a degree of moral improve» 
mu to which they would not otherwiſe have at- 
tained, 5 »4 - | ” | : ee 
The contempt in which domeſtic pleaſures- have -in 
modern times been held, is a; mark of profligacy. It 
is alſo a proof of a prevailing ignorance of real enjoy- 
ment. It argues a defect in taſte and judgment, as 
well as in morals. For the er voice of the ex 


rienced has in all ages declared, that the trueſt — 


pineſs is to be found at home. 


A 


No. XLI. on THE ILL EFFECTS OF RIDICULE; 
WHEN EMPLOYED AS A TEST OF TRUTH IN 
PRIVATE AND COMMON LIFE. 


* 


ORA CE once 2 to ſay with an air of 

levity, that ridicule was more efficacious in de- 
ciding diſputes of importance, than all the ſeverity of 
argument. Shafteſbury caught the idea, improved up- 
on it, and advanced the doctrine, that ridicule is 
teſt of truth. All, thoſe who poſſeſſed. one character- 
iſtic of man, in great. perfection, x181B1LITY, but 
who were ſlenderly furniſhed with the other, rationality, 
adopted the opinion with eagerneſs; for though to rea- 


ſon was difficult, to laugh was eaſy. teln 


4 — * 
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The admirers of the graces were glad of ſo pleaſing i 
method of philoſophizing, 'and ſeized on it without 
examination. They who admitted it, were under'a 
neceſſity of ſmiling ; and to ſmile, if not to laugh, 


Was allowed to be graceful by the great legiſlator of 


decorum. | | 
The ſpeculative opinions of ſtudious men, however 
erroneous, often afford them innocent amuſement in 
their cloſets, without diffuſing any malignant influence 
on the manners or happineſs of others. However inte- 
reſting to the philoſopher may be the diſputes con- 
cerning liberty and neceflity, or the nature of good and 
evil, they attract not the regard of thoſe who are agi- 
tated in the buſy walk of life, by the common purſuits 
of intereſt and pleaſure. The metaphyſician thinks his 
labours of great importance to the happineſs of man- 
kind, and would be not a little mortifted to find, that 
in the great numbers who compoſe the community to 
which he belongs, and for whoſe more immediate edi- 
fication he conſumes the midnight oil, a very ſmall 
part knows that there ever exiſted ſuch men as Berkeley 
or Hume ; and that, if they knew, and could under- 
ſtand their works, they would prefer the opportunity of 
earning a penny, or enjoying a Fare: dinner, to all the 
advantage that ever could be 

tion that matter exiſted not, or that the old principles 
of morals were erroneous. 5.2 
But though this may be true of thoſe doctrinal opi- 
nions, which are too abſtracted for vulgar apprehen- 
ſion, yet it will be found, that there are ſpeculative 
notions, which, as they require no great improvement 
of underſtanding to be comprehended, are adopted as 
axioms as ſoon as propoſed, and permitted to influence 
the conduct of life. He who is a convert to material- 
iſm, a doctrine of late unhappily recommended by vi- 
tuous and well-meaning writers, will certainly loſe 
ſome reſtraints which operated Favourably on his mo- 
rals. It is true, the writer who thus gives it all the 
recommendation his ſubtlety can ſupply, though he 
ſpeaks the dictates of conviction, is perhaps not appa- 
rently corrupted. But a reaſonable cauſe may be a 
ſigned for his eſcaping the effect of the poiſon wage 
_—_— 4 
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he bears about him. He is probably a man of letters; 


leads a life remote from violent temptations ; has ac- 


. quired habits of. virtue; and, perhaps, from the prac- 
ice of reaſoning and difputation, can maintain or ex- 
plode opinions, which concern the moſt important in- 
tereſts of his.. fellow-creatures, with all the indifference 
. of a by ſtander. But his opinions are plauſibly ſup- 


ported; they ave pleaſing to the lover of 2 4 ; they 
and they are 


afford ſolid conſolation - to. the vicious, 


read by thoſe who want a ſanction for flagitious con- 
duct, who wiſh to be furniſhed with arguments to make 
proſelytes to vice, and who are deſirous of filencin 


the voice of conſcience even by the fallacies of ſophiſtry. 


They are read by the young and the gay, as a ſyſtem 
of philoſo hy newly diſcovered, which far — the 

a Jofrines of the received moraliſt, and as 
favourable to thoſe ideas, which they gladly embrace 


on the expediency of unlimited indulgence. 


That ridicule is an infallible criterion of truth, is an 
opinion, from its peculiar correſpondency to the taſte 
of the greater part of mankind, much more prevalent, - 
and therefore more detrimental in the common inter- 


courſe of life, Y 


Men deſtitute of delicacy, and that ſolid merit which 
is uſually accompanied with diffidence, often riſe to 
the higheſt eminence, acquire the largeſt fortunes, fill 
the moſt important offices, and give law to the ſenti- 
ments as well as practice of others. Theſe, judging 
from themſelves, have no adequate idea of the dignity 
of human nature, and the comparative perfection of 
which it is capable. They perhaps have been uni- 
ſormly vicious, yet have had the temporal reward of 
virtue; they have been ignorant, yet have been ad- 
mired for their wiſdom ; they have deſpiſed. all the 
precepts of moral philoſophy, and by dint of that ef- 
frontery which natural want of feeling inſpires, have 
ruſed themſelves, to fame and fortune, Bold thro 


the natural preſumption. of ignorance, and ftill farther 


elated by ſucceſs, by the flattery, by the attentions 
which are paid to the moſt undeſerving proſperity, 
they learn to laugh at all the ſerious part of the world, 

WhO 
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who are defrauding their genius, as it is called, in the 
rigid ſervitude of 1 fancift virewe.” ** 

No wonder then that ridicule prevails in the lower 
orders; for rank, fortune, and ſpirit, without the leaf 
portion of learning and Fu, are at any time 
able to raiſe a multitude of admirers, and to eftablih 


a faſhion. When men, with very few other recom. 


mendations than the abſence of modeſty, become the 
leaders of a nation, & taſte for x1v1cuLE, or, in other 
words, a malicious defire of levelling the exaltation of 


_ Indigent virtue to the ſtandard of worthleſs grandeur, 
will become general among all ranks. This taſte, 
Which tends to vilify all that can adorn and ennoble a 
human creature, has been too common in every long 
eſtabliſhed and corrapted community. He [muſt haye 


remarked but little, who has not ſeen its baneful in- 
fluence in our own times and country. All the cardi- 
nal virtues, if the efforts of certain groſs ſpirits could 


prevail, would be laughed out of countenance, and no 


emblance of them be left amongſt us but the unſub- 
ſtantial and imitating phantom, MODERN HONOUR, 
Let us trace the progreſs of ſome ingenuous youth, 


emerging from an uncorrupted ſeminary to his ſtation 
in the active world. In the retirements of ſtudy, he 
has formed advantageous ideas of that life, on which | 
he is now to enter. His heart glows with virtuous and 


benevolent purpoſes. He has been reading of thoſe le- 
giſlators, heroes, philoſophers, patriots, who ſhine 
with luſtre in the page of hiſtory, and who derived all 
their ſplendour from their virtue, He longs to emulate 
them. He values himſelf little on his birth or fortune, 
if he has them, but owns he feels a conſcious dignity 


ariſing from his acquirements, his learning, his com- 


rehenſive views, his liberal and diſintereſted inten- 
tions. He loves fame, and hopes to acquire by de- 
ſerving it. r 1 
Thus principled, ſenpoſe him introduced, where his 
fortune leads oa among ſome- of the antient nobles 
of the land y the hereditary or the elected lawgivers of 


his country, aſſembled at their uſual places of reſort, 3 


cockpit, a horſe-race, a chocolate-houſe, or à watet- 


ing-place, He is ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment. * 


ends 


D,, ͤ r 5 *¼⅛mq̃˙ w, ͤ˙ZͥA o 


—— 
— 


. 


n i ” SS Y D K WTO OED RTOe 


No. 41+ M OK A by, c . © ws 


6nds he has hitherto dwelt on fairy ground, Where all 
was enchantment. The fancied ſcene is vaniſhed, 
He feels himſelf aukward. His accompliſhments are 
either not underſtood, not valued, or have no oppor- 
tunities of diſplay. At firſt he is coldly- neglected ; 
and, at laſt, when perſonal acquaintance” has taken 
place, he is conſidered as a novice, greatly to be pi- 
tied for his ſimplicity, but who may improve in time. 
Some kind inſtructor undertakes the office, and em- 
ploys RIDICULE, as the moſtefficacious method of ſuc- 
ceeding in it, He finds it neceſſary to ſubmit to ſuch. 
initiation, before he can be admitted upon equal terms. 


He yields, though not without a fg of regrets to. 
think that he muſt diveſt himſelf of all thoſe fenti- 
ments, which he once hoped would raiſe him to the 
rank of the worthies, whom he admired in books, and 
cannot help lamenting that he muſt ſtudy degeneracy. 
Self-abaſement is an eaſy- taſk. He deſcends from the 
invidious height of virtue, and 1s received with plea- 
ſure by his relenting companions. In his turn, he 
learns to deſpiſe what he once admired; and contri- 
butes by his tein and example to ſtrengthen the for- 
midable phalanx of envious deriders. He becomes 
indeed what is commonly called a wit, that is, a joker, 
a buffoon, a 2 a Le N- 2 the rb! 5 4 and 
perhaps 1s really ſo mu contagion, as 
to judge hots chanathon more valuable — that of 
the ſcholar, the good man, and the philoſopher. He is 
no longer the man of virtue, but he is the man of fa- 
ſhion, which he is taught to deem a, nobler diſtine- 
tion. | 
All the uſeful and amiable qualities, which ſweeten 
private and domeſtic life, have occaſionally been put 
out of countenance by the prevalence of the doctrine, 
that ridicule is the teſt of truth in common life, Con- 


jugal attachment and fidelity, filial regard, * 
8, beg prudent œconomy, ſincerity * friendſhip, 


delicate ſcruples, benevolence and beneficence have 
been — by the pretender to wit, who, from the 


eelings of envy, has been prompted to be- 


malignant 


tow on them ſome ridiculous appellation, 
Vor. I. K 
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The effect of ridicule cannot but be powerful among 
the young and inexperienced. It is a remark often 
made, that the man is found to degenerate from the 
excellence which diſtinguiſhed him when a boy. In 
the walks of literary life, inſtances are frequent of 
thoſe who, 2 they were the boaſt of their ſchool, 
appear with no ſuperiority of merit, when they are ad- 
wanced to higher ſeminaries, or introduced into the 
world. To ridicule, for the moſt part, they owe their 
degradation. Their pre-eminence excites the envy of 

their contemporaries, who naturally endeavopr to ob. 

ſcure that luſtre, which burns them with its blaze, 
They at firſt value themſelves on thoſe talents or ac. 

quiſitions, of the worth of which their companions 
have no adequate conception. They are received at 
their college with contempt. Their remarks are at- 
tended to with a ſneer, and their ſolemnity, as a de- 
cent deportment is called, becomes the ſubject of per- 
petual laughter. A nickname, the uſyal production of 
envy, is appropriated to them. They are ſhunned, 
as involving their companions in their own abſurdity 
and conſequent diſgrace, This laſt is more than they 
can bear, They lay aſide the appearance of, virtuous 
emulation, and the reality ſoon follows. They ſtudi- 
ouſly unlearn all that rendered them truly valuable; 
and, when they have debaſed 'themſelves to a certain 
pitch, they are received with open arms, and are united 
with their company by the ſtrong aſſimilation of conge- N 
nial natures, | ATM LE 

Genius, virtue, learning, are often diſtingniſhed*by 


a delicacy of mind, which wears the appearance and { 
roduces the effects of inſirmity. They are eafily over- 8 
ruled, if not convinced, by the noiſy antagoniſt, who * 
makes up in clamour what he wants in argument, and 
ains the victory by dint of leathern lungs and merves n 
of iron. A horle-laugh ſet up by 'a circle of fox- : 


" hunters, would overpower the belt poet or philoſopher 
whom the world ever admired, The modeſt Virgil pi 
could not ſtand the attacks of ſcoffing ridicule ; and | 
wiſdom has ever ſouph: the ſhade, where the imperti- - 

nence of the great cr li.tle \u'gar ann 

| I - Crue 


Ve F Le 
No. 41. MORA L, &c 195 


Cruel as it is to diſtreſs ſenſibility, and injurious to man 
kind to render worth contemptible, we often obſerve 

rſons of character joining in the laugh againſt mo- 
deſty and merit. In thè moment of ſocial enjoyment, 
we do not give ourſelves time to reflect on the conſe- 
quence of our mirth; and, perhaps, with kind inten- 
tions of promoting convivial happineſs, we often hurt 
the feelings and intereſts of individuals, as well as the 
moſt important ends of ſociety. $38. 

From the deſire of furniſhing matter for converſation- 
and ſupporting. its vivacity, ſome evils ariſe, which at | 
firſt view. appear to proceed from malignant cauſes. , 
The tale of ſcandal, though uſually ſuppoſed to be the. 
genuine effect of malevolence, is often produced by 
thoughtleſs levity, and an unwillingneſs to fit in com- 
pany without ſupplying a ſhare of entertainment. The 
raillery, which is ſometimes. played off with ſucceſs by 
the ſhalloweſt yet boldeſt of the company; againſt per- 
ſons of real merit, is not always the reſult of a de- 
tracting ſpirit, but of a fondneſs for coarſe mirth, and 
an ĩnability to let ſlip thoſe opportunities for indulging 
it, which genius and learning, from an inattention to 
trifling accompliſhments, are frequently thought to 
ſupply. 5 

To be cheerful is js Kay Wi neceſſary to the mu- 
tual participation of the pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe, . 

To be merry, if it is often deſirable, is not always ne- 

ceſſary. Let mirth however be uncontrouled, while it is 
\ tempered with the wiſdom not to hurt thoſe who de- 

ſerve careſſes and reward; and not to ſully the dig- 1 

vity and wound the feelings of unaffected virtue by the 

wanton ſallies of buffoonery. | | 
Before 1 leave this ſubject, I would willingly obviate 

one error. Great laughers are uſually called good- 

natured, I believe they are often particularly proud. 

and malicious; for there is no method of gratifying 

pride and malice more effectually than by ridicule, 
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HAVE reaſon to think, that I inherited from na- 

ture a plain underſtanding, without any preten- 
ſions to the vivacity of genius. I am grateful to my 
parents, that it was cultivated in that common wa 
which guides through the beaten path of life, and leads 
not to thoſe eccentricities, which, for the moſt part, 
terminate in miſery. 88 

I was deſtined to a mercantile life, and my educa- 
tion was therefore confined to writing, arithmetic, and 
a little elementary Latin acquired at the grammar- 
ſchool. With my ſteadineſs of conduct, there was 
little difficulty in acquiring a competency in the trade 
in which I was ſettled by my father. As I had no fa- 
mily, and was free from avarice and ambition, I retired 
early from the ſmoke and hurry of the town to a ſweet 
little houſe and garden on the borders of Epping- 
foreſt. | | 
A ſtate of total inaction both of body and mind, I 
found leſs tolerable than the conſtant buſtle of a town 
life. To my garden I had recourſe for exerciſe. For 
rural ſports I was unqualified, as I had never fired a 
gun nor mounted a horſe. My garden, however, 
.amuſed me ſufficiently, contributed to confirm my 
health, and, at the ſame time, induced a contempla- 
tive turn. - This led me to ſeek, in books, a ſu ply 
for the loſs. of chat ſucceſſion of objects, which had 0 
long ſolicited and engroſſed my attention in the great 
ſtreets of the capital. 5 3 

The particular courſe of reading into which I un- 
fortunately fell, might have proved hurtful, had I not 
been diſcreet enough to correct its tendency in time. 
At beſt, it only ſerved to fill up thoſe hours, _ 

| might, 
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b might, indeed, have been more agreeably and more 
{ uſefully employed. _ | i IPL eb 

; I had received all the notions uſually inſtilled by ; 14 
a rental authority, with implicit belief. I was told that 
5 there was one God, and 1 believed it, for I ſaw his 
. works around me. I embraced revealed religion in af 


its parts, with the ſame evidence of conviction with 
| which I believed the ſun to exiſt in the heavens, when 
. I beheld its radiance, and felt its warmth. I faw and 
believed the difference between right and wrong, vice 
and virtue, juſtice and injuſtice; as ſtrongly as the 
difference between black and white, and ſweet and bit-- 
ter. I never dreamt of calling in queſtion the authen- 
ticity of the ſcriptural writers, the doctrine of the tri- 
nity, the divinity of our Saviour, the immateriality and 
immortality of the human ſoul, and the reſurrection of 
the body. When I. repeated the creed, I ſpoke with 
the ſame confidence of undoubting conviction, as When 
I aſſerted the truth of a fact, of which I had ocular de- 
monſtration. The fteady light of common ſenſe, to- 
gether with - parental authority, had hitherto guided 
me, and I had been humble enough to follow its di- 
rections. 1 1 n 
It was now at laſt that I perceived the firſt ſhadow” 
of a doubt on theſe ſubjects, and it was cauſed by the 
following | circumſtanoes. In collecting my little li- 
brary, I often met with books entitled Proofs and De- 
monſtrations of thoſe important points, on which I en- 
tertained not a ' ſingle idea of uncertainty ;/ but I was 
now naturally led to conclude, that thoſe things were 
not indiſputably evident, of which ſo many laboured 
poop were ,continually offered to the public notice. 
My curioſity was raiſed, and I began to ſuſpect, that *} 
it was owing. to my fimplicity alone that I had hitherto» * 
received, without proof, all thoſe doQrines, of which 
the world ſeemed to require the moſt powerful de-- 
fence, and confirmations infinitely repeated. . 
The bear appearance of an attempt to prove opinions 
which I had ever conſidered as wanting no other proof 
than the firſt ſtrong deciſions of common ſenſe, ſhook” 
| the ſtability of my conviction. Hitherto my days had 
been tranquil and ſecure. All my principles in mo- 
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rality and religion had been planted in infancy, and 
had taken root deep and ftirong: My underſtanding 
had not been actively ingenious enough to overturn 
thoſe ſyſtems of my forefathers, Which had led them 
through the ways of piety to peace. But I now found 
my happineſs begin to totter, as my principles began 
to be undermined. n een 
In the books which were every day offered for the 
converſion of ſceptics, for refuting atheiſts, for proving 
chriſtianity, for demonſtrating that-there is a difference 
between good and evil, for ing; that there 1s ſome 
eſſential ſuperiority in the human nature over the ani- 
mal, I found no remedy in my unſettled ſtate ; but, 
on the contrary, an increaſing tendency to univerſal 
ſcepticiſm. The ingenious authors of ſuch treatiſes 
bnd it neceſſary to raiſe objections, in order to remove 
them, and to give a degree of weight and ſolidity to 
the arguments of their — that the weight and 
ſolidity of their own victorious arguments may be ten- 
dered more conſpicuous and more honoqurable. 

The books of the objectors I ſhould never have 
read, nor ſhould I have known any thing of their ob- 
jections, had I not been enſnared into an acquaintance 
with the enemies of truth by the ill-judged conduct of 
her friends. Hereſies and errors long forgotten and 
exploded were revived by theſe, merely to diſpl 
their ingenuity in refutation. Sometimes, through thi 
4 of their judgment, they gave advantage to 
ſophiſtry; and, by throwing with a feeble hand a 
pointleſs dart, encouraged a defeated foe «to reſume 
new courage. 5 6 

Even in the moſt judicious apologies for thoſe doc- 
trines which I thought wanted no apology, though the 
arguments were concluſive, I did not perceive that my 
conviction was ſtrengthened; but, on the contrary, 
that it was in ſome degree leſs clear than before I had 
received argumentative demonſtration, My idea of the 
truth was at firſt fimple, and proportionably evident; 
but when that idea was connected with a long chain of 
arguments, my underſtanding could not ſo readily 
comprehend it with all its additional appendages. 
There is a degree of abſtraction in profoun gary, 
7 I Whic 
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which is neceſſarily attended with a little obſcurity. 
And hence it happens that illuſtrations, as they are 
called, of important truths, are ſometimes the only, 
circumſtances which inyolve them in darkneſs. 
Whatever complaints have been made againſt: the 
prevalence of infidelity in this age, and however true 
that may be of the higher or diſſipated orders, it is yet 
certain, that the chriſtian religion is implicitly received 
by the greater part of the community. Though their 
practice, from the inſirmity of human nature, is ſel- 
dom correſpondent with their principles, yet they are 
far from the character of ſpeculative inſidels. It is at 
leaſt highly probable, that all who frequent the eſta- 
bliſhed churches are chriſtians. It has therefore been 
matter of juſt ſurpriſe, that a great number of the moſt 
ingenious divines ſhould enter the pulpit, as if they 
were to convert a congregation of heathens of deiſts. 
To prove, by a great variety of laboured arguments, 


the exiſtence of God, is ſurely unneceſſary before an 


audience, whoſe convention in a church is a proof that 


they already believe it. Jt can have little other effect 


than to lull them aſleep, or to ſuggeſt ſcruples inſtead 
of removing them. For it is certain, that not half 
thoſe arguments in ſupport of ſcepticiſm have uſually 
fallen within the notice of the common heater, Which 
are for the moſt part adduced in the pulpit, in order 
to be refuted, by a ſubtile diſputant in divinity. A 
few good treatiſes might properly enough be written 
by the truly able, to ſhew the ſophiſtry of a deiftical 
author, A. then he and his lucubrations might be 
ſuffered to paſs on to obhvion ; whither they would 


y the imprudent interference of thoſe, who, if they 
are fincere and conſiſtent, muſt with to accelerate their 
extinction. 3 9 6 

Neither polemical, controverſial, doctrinal, nor ſyſ- 
tematical divinity, ſeems well calculated to anſwer the 
important ends of true religion. The ends of true 
religion are all friendly and benign. But peace, be- 
nevolence, and purity of heart, are, I believe, not at 
all promoted in thoſe many volumes of theology, which 

K 4 have 
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have owed their origin to controverſy, and to logical 
and metaphyſical refinement. They originate in pride, 
and terminate in acrimony. vo; | 

One might, indeed, almoſt venture to pronounce it 
a judgment on the temerity and the preſumption of 


man, that ſcarcely. any philoſopher has diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf by thoſe ſpeculations, which were never de. 
figned to fall within the ſphere of the human intellect, 


without ſtarting ſome notion abſurd enough to render 


his memory ridiculous. Berkley, one of the authors 
on whom I was ſo unfortunate as to fall, and whoſe 


ſenſe and virtue I venerate, appeared to me an object 
of ridicule, however ingenioully he had demonſtrated 


to me the non-exiſtence of matter. I happened to 


meet with him ſoon after I had been reading an au- 


thor who had proved, ſo far at leaſt as that my poor 
underitanding conld not refute him, that, the human 
foul was material, and periſhed at death. Between 
them both I found I was, on a ſudden, deprived of 


both my ſoul and body, without any ſenſible loſs or 


detriment in either, I was _— to exclaim, Ob, 


the fooliſhneſs of vain philoſophy 


Convinced at laſt that common ſenſe, or that ſhare 
and ſpecies of underſtanding, which nature 'has be- 
ſtowed on the greater part of men, is, when compe- 

fol guide to certainty and hap- 
ineſs, 1 have laid aſide proofs, demonſtrations, and 
Illuſtrations of all matters ſufficiently proved, demon- 
ſtrated, and illuſtrated to the humble mind, by their 
own internal evidence, And however the learned and 
the diſputatious may amuſe themſelves in morals and 
religion with fine-ſpun ſubtilties, I ſhall reſt fatisfied 
with the coarſer notions of my forefathers, and make 
the ſcriptural rule the rule of my thoughts and actions 
To do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with my God. | 
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No. XLIII. om . THE NECESSITY. OF TEM- 
 PERANCE TO'THE HEALTH OF THE MIND, 


— — 


—e— — 


HE advantages which ariſe, from lating the 
| ſeveral appetites, to the health of the body, 
have been too repeatedly inſiſted upon to require any 
farther animadverſion. The preſent remarks ſhall be 
confined. to temperance of diet in particular, and to 
the advantages which accrue from it to the health of 
the mind. | 1 
Ho far the intellectual faculties are connected with 
the animal œconomy, is a diſquiſition which rather 
belongs to the natural philoſopher than to the moraliſt: 
The experience of every individual muſt convince him 
of their alliance, ſo far as that the mind and- body 
ſympathize in all the modifications of pleaſure or of 
ain. | | 7 
" Ong would imagine, that the ſtoical _ was 
founded on a notion of the independence of the mind 
on the body. According to this philoſophy, the 
mind may remain, as if were, an unconcerned ſpec- 
tator, while the body undergoes the moſt excruciating - 
torments: but the moderns, however diſpoſed to be 
ſoics, cannot help being a little afflicted by a-fit of the © 
gout-or ſtone, ' 1 29 F 

If the mind ſuffers with the body in the violence of 
pain, and acuteneſs of diſeaſe, it is uſually found to 
recover its wonted ſtrength when the body is reſtored to 
health and vigour. . - | 

But there is one kind of > ſympathy, in which the 
mind continues to ſuffer even after the body is relieved. 
When the liſtleſs languor, and the nauſeous ſatiety of 
recent exceſs 1s gradually worn off, the mind fill con- 
tinues for a-while to feel a burden,- which no efforts - 
can remove; and to be ſurroanded with a cloud, which 
time only can diſſipate. | 

Didactic authors, Who have undertaken: to preſcribe 
rules for the ſtudent in his purſuit of knowledge, fre- 
K. 5 queatly - 
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quently inſiſt on a regularity and abſtinence in the arti. 


cles of food and wine. It is, indeed, a fruitleſs la- 
bour to aim at increaſing the ſtock of ideas, and im- 
proving the 8 of penetration, without a ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of the laws of Temperance. adhd 
It has been remarked,” that the founders of colleges, 
who ſpared no expence in the embelliſhment of the 


buildings, have not been ſo liberal in providing food 


for the inhabitants. Perhaps thoſe no leſs judicious | 


than pious patrons of learning were ſenſible of the uti- 
lity of frequent faſting and temperate meals, in pro- 
moting literary, as well as moral and religious im- 
provement. Nature's wants they took care to fatisfy, 
and Nature wants but little, FI Dd be 

Horace, in a ſatire in which he profeſſedly enume- 
rates the advantages of Temperance, obſerves, with a 
beautiful energy of expreſſion, that the body, over- 
«© charged with the exceſs of yeſterday, weighs down 
* the mind together with itſelf, and fixes to the earth 
«« that particle of the divine ſpirit.” | 

That Aurora is a friend to the Muſes, is almoſt pro- 
verbial, and, like all thoſe aphoriſms which are found- 
ed on experience, is a juſt remark ; but, if an ade- 
quate cauſe were to be aſſigned for this effect, I know 
not whether it might not juſtly be attributed as much 
to faſting, as to the refreſhment of fleep. The 
emptineſs of the ſtomach it is which tends to give to 
the underſtanding acuteneſs, to the imagination vigour, 
.and to the memory retention, * 


It is well known, that the principal meal of che 


ancients. was the ſupper; and it has been matter of 
ſurpriſe that they, whoſe wiſdom was ſo generally-con- 
ſpicuous in the ſeveral inſtitutions of common life, 
ſhould adopt a practice which is now univerſallyeſteem- 
ed injurious to health. It is however not unreaſonable' 
to ſuppoſe, that they were eee to clog their intel- 
lects by fatisfving the cravings of hunger in the day- 
time, the ſeaſon of buſineſs and deliberation, and choſe 
rather to indulge themſelves in. the hour of natural 
feſtivity, when no care remained, but to retire from 
the banquet to the pillow, 
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No. XLIV. o covcrsExkss or STYLE IN 


WRITING AND CONVERSATION... + 
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A Celobovited Fee writer,  rumarkebld.&> Dante 


CISENESS OF STYLE, in a letter to a friend which 


he had made rather longer than uſual, apologizes for 
its prolixity, by ſaying, that he had not time to write 
a ſhorter. . | 1 2663 

To ſay much in few words is certainly à great 
excellence, and at the ſame time a great difficulty in 
compoſition. The mind naturally dwells on a ſtrong 
conception, views it on every fide, and expreſſes its 


variety of lights, in as great a variety-of words; but: 
the amplification of a ſentence, though it may add to 


its perſpicuity, frequently diminiſhes its force: as the 


* 


ſcattered ſun beams diffuſe only a gentle heat, but are 


able to burn when collected in the focus, bus 


Brevity of expreſſion is ſometimes the mark of con- 


ſcious dignity and virtue. It was manlineſs of ſenti- 


ment, and haughtineſs of ſoul, which gave riſe to the 
laconic ſtyle, When the tyrant of Macedon menaced ; 
the 1 the anſwer they returned was com- 
priſed in theſe few words: Dionyſius is at Corinth“ 
To underſtand which, it is neceſſary to call to mind, 
that Dionyſius, tyrant of Sicily, had been dethroned 


by his people, and compelled to earn his bread by ſet- 
fire ſchool at Corinth. . Such a document, 


ting up a 


expreſſed in ſo brief a manner, muſt have ſtruck the 


mind with more force than the laboured periods of an 
Ifocrates, or the diffuſion of a Cicero. | 


It is well known, that Salluſt was an enemy to the 


pr orator of Rome. One would almoſt imagine, 


* 


rom the difference of their ſtyle, that the diſagreement 


extended to matters of taſte and literature. Sal luſt al- 
ways labours to exp:eſs his ideas in the feweſt words, 


Cicero delights in amplification. It has been ſaid, 


however, that a man -of true taſte would rather have 
K. 6. written 
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written that beautiful parallel between Cato and Cæ- 
ſar, than all the Philippics. * \ NETS EY, 
Many critics have employed their talents in making 
compariſons between Demoſthenes and Tully, All of 
them agree in attributing to the former conciſeneſ;, 
and to the latter diffuſion : and according to this judg. 
ment,. they haye not heſitated to give the preference to 
the Athenian. The conciſe vehemence of Demoſthe. 
nes carried all before it by violence; the prolixity of 
Cicero gained ground by the ſoft arts of inſinuation. 
The effect of the former was ſudden and irreſiſtible 
that of the latter, weak and dilatory, += 7 
In the denouement of a modern tragedy, we find the 
heroes and heroines expreſſing their grief in pompous 
declamation. But, notwithſtanding the actor mouths 
out his plaints in all the grandeur of lengthened peri- 
ods, and with all the vehemence of ſtudied action, the 
audience frequently fit unmoved, and-are more dif- 
poſed to ſmile than to weep. In the Edipus Tyran- 
nus of Sophocles, Jocaſta, when ſhe latens her own 
and her huſband's fituation, as deplorable as can welt 
be conceived, immediately retires from the ſtage; re- 
peating only theſe words—** Alas! alas! wretched 
* man that thou art this only can I ſay to thee— 
*© henceforth, for ever ſilent.” Corneille would have 
put, at leaſt, fifty monotonous lines into her mouth, 
without half the effect. 1 
Military harangues derive their chief beauty from an 
expreſſive brevity. Livy abounds with ſhort | ſpeeches, 
conſiſting of hardly more than half a dozen words, in 
which Generals animated their ſoldiers to ruſh on to 
danger and death, But ancient hiſtory ſcarcely affords 
any inſtance more ſtriking than that of a French king, 
who thus addreſſed his men' immediately before an at- 
tack—** I] am your General—you are Frenchmen— 
there are the enemy.“ | | 
Conciſeneſs of narration, whether in writing or in 
ſpeaking, is a mark of truth. To introduce a multi- 
tude of proofs and aſſeverations, is tacitly to confels, 
that what is ſaid ſtands in great need of corroboration. 
One of our Engliſh ſects, which profeſſes a _— 
«<1 | ye 
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love of truth and plain · dealing, has almoſt made it a 
tenet of their religion to uſe no other words in denying, 


ing or aſſerting, than the ſingle particles of negation and 
of affirmation : and a poet of . antiquity remarks, that 
ſs, many promiſes and profeſſions, inſtead of ſtrengthen- 
lo. ing, weaken our belief. 8 1 | 
to hey who have travelled, know that the Frenchman, 


in the profuſion of his politeneſs, makes many offers , 
which he expects will be refuſed; and ſhould you really: 
ſtand in need of his aſſiſtance, it is a doubt whether he 
will give himſelf much trouble to 'alleviate your di- 
ſtreſs, or diſentangle your embarraſſment: but an Eng- 


liſhman will do you a piece of ſervice ſecretly, and be 
Jus diſtreſſed with the expreſſions of your gratitude. The 
hs former will overwhelm you with profeſſions of friend- 
i- ſhip, without the leaſt real regard; the latter will be 
he ſurly, and at the ſame time go all lengths in ſoothing 
. your ſorrows and relieving your wants. . 
n- Bluntneſs is ſaid to be one of the characteriſtics of 
n the Engliſh, and is allowed to be a natural conſe- 
lt quence of their ſincerity. When it does not degene- 


rate to ruſticity, it is not unpleaſing 

But the good effects of brevity and conciſeneſs, are 
not to be found only in writing and converſation. There 
is ſomething analogous to them in the arts of painting 
and ſculpture. There is a concealment and ſhading, 
which ſets off more beautifully, and diſplays more 
n clearly, than an open, an undiſguiſed, a glating re- 
, preſentation. Timanthes took the ſubject of a 
n picture, the ſacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis. He gave 
0 a degree of grief to the ſpectators, proportionate to the 


s nearneſs or. diftance of their relation to the. lovely 

. victim. Thus he had exhauſted the paſſion before he 

- came to the father, and, at a loſs to expreſs a ſufficient” 

» anguiſh, he repreſented the diſconſolate parent ,con- 
cealing his face in the folds of his garments.  _ 

1 Were the cauſes of the pleaſing and powerful effects 

- of conciſeneſs to be inveſtigated, one of them might 

perhaps be found to be the pleaſure which a reader, 

or ſpectator, takes in having ſomething left for his own 

r ſagacity to diſcover. The mind greedily ſnatches at a 


; hint, and delights to enlarge upon it; but frigid is the 
employment of attending to thoſe productions, B. 
| authors 
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authors of which have laboured every thing into ſuch 
perfpicatty, that the obſerver has nothing to do but 

arely to look on. Things may be too obvious to ex- 
eite attention. The ſun, the moon, and the ſtars, 
roll over our heads every day without attracting our 
notice; but we ſurvey with eager curioſity, a comet, 
an eclipſe, or any other extraordinary phænomenon in 
nature. | * | 
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No. XLV. on THE CHARACTER AND STYLE 
OF PLINY THE YOUNGER, *' © 


1 
T =o 
11 


& $ HE character of Pixx the younger, in what- 
ever light it is viewed, is pleaſing. The ele- 
gance of his writings reſulted from the habitual ele- 
gance of his mind. Confidered as a man of letters, 
and a man of the world, he may be ſaid, more than 
any of the ancients, to deſerve the epithet of Al. 
accompliſhed. | | 85 

It has indeed been objected, that his letters are too 
. elaborate, Eaſe, the characteriſtic of the epiſtolary 
Kyle, is ſaid to be ſacrificed to ſtudied ornament : but 
it ſhould be remembered by the cenſurers of Pliny, 
that there are beauties of art, as well as of nature: 
and that art, even when miſplaced, may produce an 


agreeable work, as nature may bring forth ſomething 


anomalous, which, though termed a monſter by the 
naturaliſts, may yet be beautiful. The peruſal of 
Pliny's letters excites a pleaſure more fimilar to that 
which ariſe. from a view of an elegant parterre, than 
to-that which is derived from contemplating the ruder 


* 


beauties of uncultivated nature. 


Pliny is among thoſe few ancient authors, who have | 
been traſlated into Engliſh without loſing much of 


their original grace. Lord Orrery and Mr. Melmoth 
ſeem to have reſembled him in their manners, as well 
as in their ſtyle. The taſk was natural to them, for 


while they expreſſed their author's idea, they appear 


to have expreſled their own. Both the tranſlations have 
| | uncommon 


( 
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oncommon merit; and, if a preference be given to 
Melmoth's, it muſt at the ſame time be acknowledged, 
that a very great ſhare of praiſe is due to that of Lord 
Orrery. Has 1 $1344 
The anegyric of Trajan has, like the epiſtles, been 
ne as ſtiff, laboured, and affected; but if the 
beauties of the compoſition can excuſe the appearance 
of labour in the epiſtles, with much greater reaſon 
ought they to juſtify it in a formal oration. At an 
advanced period of literature, when taſte becomes too 
capricious and depraved to endure the graces of nature 
and ſimplicity, there is no reſource left for an author 
who would acquire popularity, but to labour in the 
invention of ingenious thoughts, and in beſtowing on 
his productions the niceſt poliſh of art. Panegyrical 
pieces of eloquence are commonly of all-others the 
moſt difficult, becauſe their ſubjects are commonly of 
all others the moſt barren. What may be ſaid in 
raiſe of any man, may uſually be comprehended in 
Fw words, if naked truth and unembelliſhed facts are 
repreſented. Whenever, therefore, it is required, by 
the ceremonies of a public ſolemnity, to expatiate on 
the virtues of particular perſons, the orator ſoon finds 
himſelf under a neceſſity of ſupplying the deficiency of 
matter, by ingenious turns and laboured ornaments. + 
The compoſitions of *Pliny are not likely to pleaſe 
the common or ſuperficial reader. Sounding periods, 
and animated expreſſions, are required by the vulgar, 


rather than the leſs obvious beauties of correctneſs and 


refinement. The paſſions and the imagination of thoſe, 
whoſe intellects and judgment are weak, are often 
ſtrong and lively. Their mental appetite, like their 
corporeal, unaccuſtomed to delicacy, learns to prefer 
coarſe viands to the dainties of luxury. An uncolti- 
vated mind perhaps feels, at leaſt, an equal pleaſure 
from the rude ballad of an itinerant finger, with that 
which ariſes to an improved taſte from the poliſhed 
pieces of a Horace, or an Anacreon. It is, therefore, 
no derogation from the merits of Pliny, that he is not 
univerſally admired. His elegance is too ſubtle and 
refined for the vulgar eye. the + 

. Though 
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2 ESSAYS Nog. 
:Though great genius may be diſplayed in hewing 


even a rough ſtatue, or in ſketching an imperfect pic 
ture; yet the judicious connolſſeur will always feel 
pleafure in examining thoſe works of ſculpture or 
ainting, which have, received the higheſt polthh, and 
— been finiſhed with the nicelt traits of the penèil. 
Such writers as Homer and Shakeſpeare I muſt admire 
with all their imperfections on their heads; but yet, 
as imperfections are not of themſelves laudable, it is 
ſurely conſiſtent with reaſon to admire thoſe alſo, who, 
like Pliny, are even painfully ſolicitous to avoid them. 
Longinus, with all the ardour of genius, prefers faulty 
eminence to faultleſs mediocrity; but yet neither he, 
nor any other ſenſible critic, has pronounced correct 
neſs a fault. N 1 2 e 
It is poſſible that the judgment may approve, while 
the heart and imagination remain, unaffected, But we 
read to be moved, to be entertained, to be delighted. 
Mere approbation is a frigid ſentiment, An animated 
work, therefore, which excites warm emotions, at- 
tended with occaſional diſguſt, is read in preference to 
another, which is infipid, though: correct, and dull, 
though judicious, But where genius is united with 
correct taſte, the judgment, the heart, and the ima-- 
gination are at once fully ſatisfied. Such a combination 
exiſted in the minds of Pliny and Addiſon. It muſt. 
indeed be remarked, to the honour of Addiſon; that 
he is far more natural than Pliny. He has all the ele- 
gance of the polite Roman, without the affeRation,' 
„The elegance of Pliny's manners,“ ſays Melmoth, 
& adds force to the moſt intereſting, at the ſame time 
<< that i-enlivens the moſt co nmon, ſubjects. But the 
- © polite and ſpirited turn of his Epiſtles: is, by no 
% means, their principal recommendation: they re- 
& ceive a much higher value, as they exhibit one of 
de the moſt amiable and animating characters in all 
« antiquity, Pliny's whole life ſeems to have been 
% employed in the exerciſe of every generous and ſo-—- 
4 cial affection.“ Who then, I aſk, will not forgive 
the blemiſhes of his writings, eſpecially as they are 
ſurrounded with ſo much beauty? | . 
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No. XLVI. ox THE EXPEDIENCY OF EU- 
BELLISHING COMPOSITION WITH HARMO- 
NIOUS PERIODS, AND. WITH OTHER JUDI= 
CIOUS ORNAMENTS. | Sh ++ 
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sf H E laborious antiquary, and the dull compiler, 


are commonly contented with a book, however 
unadorned and unintereſting, if it affords'information. 
The flowers of rhetoric they _ deſpiſe as meretricious _ 
artifices; and the graces of ſtyle they neglect as con- 
tributing more to embelliſhment than to ſfolidity. - /; 
But the majority of readers are neither able nor de- 
firous to overcome that. propenſity. to be pleaſed, which 
they derive from nature. Beſides an underſtanding to 
conceive, an imagination to invent, and a memory to 
retain, they have an ear finely ſuſceptible of all the 
muſic of modulated periods. Compoſitions not ad- 
dreſſed to the latter as well as to the former of theſe 
faculties, they may reje& as defective. The hneſt rea» 
ſoning, and the moſt animated oratory, are attended to 
with diſguſt, when accompanied with diſcord. © In- 
trinſic merit may excite approbation, but external or- 
nament is neceſſary to give pleaſure. An accurate ſyſ- 
tem, or a well-authenticated hiſtory, however rugged 
the ſtyle, is valuable as a collection of materials; but 
cannot claim the title of a perfect compoſition, till it is 
poliſhed to ſuch a degree of ſmoothneſs or brilliancy as 
the ſpecies of writing ſeems to require. 75 
In the rude ages of literature, the mind acquieſces in 
ſolid ſenſe expreſſed in unharmonious diction. An 
Ennius among the Romans, and a Shakeſpeare among 
the moderns, is admired for juſtneſs and ſublimity of 
conception, though the ſtyle be rugged and diſcord- 
ant. The novelty of the firſt literary productions cauſes 
ſo ſtrong a pleaſure in the reader's mind, that he 
can perceive nothing wanting to complete his ſatisfac- 
tion. His car is unaccuſtomed to tuneful MY | 
g ö and, 
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and, for want of better examples, feels a pleaſure 
ariſing from the harſheſt numbers. Thus the vulgar lig. 
en with delight to the rude notes of a ballad-finger; 
while the refined ear of a connoiſſeur in muſic can- 
not be ſoothed but with the ſoft warbling of an Italian. 
But ſucceeding writers find it neceſſary, if they hope 
for readers, to adopt graces unknown to their prede- 
ceſſors. They find it difficult to add novelty to the 
matter; becauſe, in the courſe of a few ages, every 
ſubject is frequently treated, and conſequently ſoon ex- 
hauſted. Syſtematical writings muſt often, from their 
very nature, contain nearly the ſame thoughts, con- 
nected in a fimilar manner. In all kinds of compo- 
ſition, which, either from their particular nature, or 
from their having been before diſeuſſed, admit of no 
additional invention, if novelty is neceſſary, it muſt be 
in the ſtyle, and not in the matter. An author, who 
cannot add any thing new to the philoſophy of a Ba- 
con or a Newton, may yet deliver their thoughts in 
ſuch a manner, and refine their beaufies with ſuch or- 
naments of dition, that hie works may be more read 
than thoſe of the inventors, from whom it was de- 
rived. Fontenelle and Le Pluche have been univer- 
ſally ſtudied, while the ſources from which they drew, 
the works of Bacon and Boyle, are often left a prey 
to moths and worms in ſome deſerted library, 
The books which have united delight with inftruc- 
tion, have always ſurvived thoſe which had no other 
aim than real utility. Dulneſs only can pore over the 
unintereſting page where nothing is offered to ſooth 
the ear, and flatter the imagination. Such ſtudy re- 
ſembles a journey over gloomy deſarts, where no ſun- 
beam cheers the way, no hoſpitable door invites, no 
enchanting proſpect alleviates the pain of fatigue, Ne- 
ceſſity alone can urge the traveller over barren tracks 
and ſnowtopt. mountains; but he treads with rapture 
along the fertile vales of thoſe happier climes, where 
every breeze is perfume, and every ſcene a picture. 
Hence in the repoſitories of literature, we . obſerve, 
that bulky tomes, replete with the profundeſt erudi- 
tion, are left untouched on duſty ſhelves ; while the 
more ſuperficial, yet more pleaſing, productions are 
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peruſed with delight, and committed to memory by 


repetition.” It is indeed a melancholy reflection, that 
thoſe immenſe works of learning, which coſt the la- 


bour of a life, which were 1 by many an ach- 


ing head and palpitating heart, and by which their 
authors hoped to acquire immortality, are at laſt con- 
ſigned to oblivion, becauſe external beauty is not unit- 
ed with intrinſic value. | | 
Every ſpecies of compoſition has ſome end in view, 


which if it does not accompliſh, it falls ſhort of due 


perfection. The end of all hiſtorical, rhetorical; and 
pcetical works, is to pleaſe as well as to inſtru, If 
either of eſe does not comprehend every mode of 
— which is conſiſtent with its kind, it is — 
pon this plea, the advocates for rhyme, in Engli 
verſe, reſt their argument. Rhyme, ſay they, judi- 
ciouſly conducted, gives an additional power of pleaſ- 
ing to the natural inherent charms of poetry. It is 
not to be rejected as a gothic ornament, invented b 
monkiſh barbariſm, and continued by a bigotted ad- 
herence to cuſtom; but is to be adopted and admired 
as an improvement even on claſſic verfification, In the 
hands of a Dryden, or a Pope, it ſooths the ear with 
a melody hardly excelled by a Virgil; and though no 
judicious critie can join Voltaire in cenſuring Shake- 


ſpeare for not adopting rhyme (becauſe rhyme is ab- 


ſurd in converſation, whether dramatic or convivial), 
yet every one muſt allow, that the ms of Po 
would loſe much of their beauty ſhould they be de- 
prived of rhyme, even though the ſubject matter were 
not to undergo the leaſt variation. We ſhould indeed 
find, as Horace ſays on another occaſion, the ſcattered 
limbs of a diſmembered poet, but we ſhould infallibly 
loſe all thoſe graces which reſult from melody. The bare 
matter, however juft the thoughts and forcible the rea- 
ſoning, would not give the author the reputation of 
a great poet. The ſame remarks may be transferred 
to proſaic compoſition. We ſhall ſeldom liſten, un- 
leſs the-ear is charmed, while the mind is convinced. 
One may compare writing to building. It 1s not 
enough to bring the ſtone from the quarry, and form 
it into a regular pile, in the rude ſtate in which it was 


produced 


l =—> \ 
\ = \ = 
= — =  — — = - 
= oo 2 — — — — o - == = l — 8 — : - 
= o = _ - = > ry 
— mY _ — — — — — = - — 
— — _ - * — 2 — * — | \ 
— — 2 * — 233 — — - 
. — A 46 — 3 _ £ — —— 9 — - — 
N — — — =/ 22 a wy - — - = — 
— — - — — — — 2 y — — — — 
7 : n — 
2 ——— EÄUE— 2 — œ— 
—— —  — —  —___— 


„% 'E$8AySs og. 
produced by nature. It may, , indeed, however rough 
and unſhapen, afford a ſhelter in neceſſity, and ſerve 


perhaps, think an author but ill employed, 


all the purpoſes of common uſe; but will not ſtrike 


the eye of a paſſenger with wonder, till the chiſel in 
the maſter's hand fhall have called forth each latent 


beauty, added the feſtoon and the Corinthian foliage, 


and united grace with ſtrength. 


* 


To prove how naturally we are attached to modu- 


lated compoſition, we may remark, that the firſt works 


of the moſt celebrated writers were poetical. The fa- 


. culty of imagination is the” earlieſt that diſplays itſelf 
in the human mind. The ardour. of youth, toe wild 
to be reſtrained by frigid rules, loves to indulge in all 
the licence of poe:ry; but as the reaſoning powers 
ripen, they are enabled to controul the ſallies of fancy, 
Which, perhaps, of itſelf gradually grows chaſter and 
more correct. At this advanced period, the mind de- 
ſcends from the heights of poetry to proſe. But it in- 


ſenſibly and unavoidably communicates ſome of the 
graces of the art which, it has relinquiſhed, to that 
which it aſſumes, A vein of poetical ore will be dif- 


cerned not only in the thought, but in the fiyle; 
which, though it will not fall into the fault of real me- 
tre, will neceſſarily flow in ſuch cadence as à poetical 


ear ſhall diate and approve. . . -. _, ; 75 
'. Unlearned readers ſeldom attend to the beauties of 
harmonious compoſition. If they are, pleaſed with it, 
they know not whence their pleaſure ariſes. Attentive 
to the matter rather than the manner, they would, 
who ſhould 
write a long treatiſe on the art of turning a period. 
They would be ſurpriſed to be informed, that one of 
the ancient critics has acquired a great reputation by 
writing on an art which is converſant in found, rather 


than in ſenſe, and which is therefore, in their opinion, 


unimportant. Dionyſius of Halicarnaſſus, however, 
owes more of his reputation. to his Treatiſe on the 


Structure of Words, than to any other of his works. 


Nor has the art been confined to ſpeculative critics ; 
or Cicero, a practical rhetorician, has attributed an 
eficacy to the harmony of periods, which experience, 
only can prove to be real. A ſentence of. no more 


than 
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than five words, he informs us, was received with uni- 
verſal plaudits, though, as the author of it confeſſed, 
their whole merit conſiſted in the fralful collocation. © 


Tranſpoſe but à fingle wore, and the effect will be | 
entirely loſt, In his elegant Dialogues on tke Charac- | | 


ter of an Orator, he has entered into a curious diſ- 
quiſition'on the fubject of proſaic numbers, and ſeems _ 
to require in an oration, an exactneſs of metre almoſt - 
equal to that of verſe, The ſubje& is certainly eu- 
rious, and this great rhetorician, * well as orator, 
has treated it with preciſton: but as the quantity of 
Latin words is aſcertained by rules very different from 
the analogy of modern languages, the ſtrictures of Ci- © 
cero have no otherwiſe contributed to harmonize the 
periods of our writers, than by ſuggeſting the beauty 
and expediency of proſaĩc modulation. 20 

But'if his precepts have not much influence in giv- 4 
ing this finiſhing grace to compoſitions in our own lan- | 
guage, his example may communicate to them the 
moſt n melody. His cadences are almoſt as 
pleaſing to a ſuſceptible ear, as a regular piece f 
muſic. So neceſſary did he deem it to ſatisfy the ſenſe 
of hearing, that he often adds a ſynonymous and un- 
neceſſary word to complete the roundneſs of his period. 
To accuſe an author, of Cicero's fame, of ufing words 
merely for the ſound, may, perhaps, ſurpriſe him who 
is not converſant in his writings ; but the recollection 
of a few paſſages will immediately induce thoſe, Who 
are well acquainted with his works, to acknowledge 
the juſtneſs of this obſervation. Bag 5 

But whoever would trace this harmony to its origin, 
muſt be referred to the Greek writers. Their nume- 
rous expletives which occur in every page, are uſed 
almoſt ſolely to fill up chaſms in the cadence, and to 
render the harmony full and perfect. Some critics 
have, indeed, attempted to point out the fignification 
of every particle in every paſſage; but their ill ſac- * 
ceſs, after all their diligence, tends to confirm the pre- 
ceding poſition. \ Mop abt % 

The periods of Plato are the models of Cicero. A 
good ear, on à curſory com pariſon of a few ſentences; 

| | cannot 
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cannot but obſerve how) well the Roman orator has 
imitated the Greek philoſopher. bo. IEEE 

It may be W 9 conjectured, that one eauſe why, 
thoſe ancient writers, who have come down to us en- 
tire, ſurvived their cotemporaries, may be, that they 

extended their attention beyond copiouſneſs and ſoli- 
dity to pleaſing ſound and modulated cadence. _ 

Among all our late writers, none appear to me ſo 
capable of pleaſing an aztic ear as the late Mr. Harris, 
of Saliſbury, In his Philological Inquiries he has treated 
the ſubje& on which I now ſpeak, with peculiar accu- 

racy and elegance. | N 496 
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No. XLVII. on THE PREVAILING TASTE 


FOR THE OLD ENGLISH POETS, + 
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9 þ H E antiquarian ſpirit, which was once confined 
to enquiries concerning the manners, the build- 
ings, the records, and the coins of the ages that pre- 
ceded us, has now extended itſelf to thoſe poetical 
compoſitions which were popular among our forefathers, 
but which have gradually ſunk into oblivion through 
the decay of language, and the prevalence of a correct 
and poliſhed taſte, Books printed in the black letter 
are ſought for with the ſame avidity with which the 
Engliſh antiquary peruſes a monumental inſcription, 
or treaſures up a Saxon piece of money. The popular 
ballad compoſed by ſome illiterate minſtrel, and which 
has been handed down by tradition for ſeveral centu- 
ries, is reſcued from the hands of the vulgar, to obtain 
a place in the collection of the man of taſte. Verles, © - 
which, a few years paſt, were thought worthy the at- 
tention of children only, or of the loweſt and rudeſt 
orders, are now admired for that artleſs fimplicity, 
which once obtained the name of coarſeneſs and vul- 
garity. | | 
It muſt be confeſſed, that this ſpecies of antiquarian» 
iſm is better calculated for the public in general than 
any other. An old ruſty coin or. ſhield: would excite 


rapture in a Swinton or Rawlinſon, but would * 
| : eld 
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jeld with perfect indifference by the greater part of 
the literati, and by all the unlearned. But the genu- 
ine beauties of poetry are capable of being reliſhed by 
thoſe who are perfectly regardleſs whether or not it 
was printed in the black letter, and written by Rowley 
or by Chatterton. Every lover of poetry is pleaſed. 
with the judicious ſelection of Percy, though he gives 
timſelf little concern about dates. The antiquary 
nay perhaps admire the oldeſt and the worlt piece in 
the collection, only becauſe it is old. The common 
reader, however, does often partake with the antiquarian 
in the pleaſure reſulting from labour beſtowed in re- 
ſearches after poetry, though he has no adequate idea 
of the ſupreme felicity of finding an Otbo 

The mere antiquarian taſte in poetry, or the admir-' 
ation of bad poetry merely becauſe it is ancient, is cer- 
ninly abſurd, It is more difficult to diſcofer the mean 
ing of many of our old -poets, diſguiſed as it is in an 
obſolete and uncouth phraſeology, than to read an ele- 
zant Greek or Latin author. Such ſtudy is, indeed, 
dot unfrequently, like raking in a dunghill for pearls, 
and gaining the labour only for one's pains, 

Our earizer poets, many of whoſe names and works 
we deſervedly forgotten, ſeem to have thought that 
myme was poetry. And even this conſtituent requi-' 
ite they applied with extreme negligence. It was, 
however, good enough for its readers; moſt of whom 
corſidlered the mere ability of reading as a very high 
utainment. It has had its day, and the antiquary muſt 
not deſpiſe us, if we caunot peruſe it with patience, 
lie who delights in all ſuch reading as is never read, 
nay derive ſome pleaſure from the ſingularity of his 
aſe; but he ought ſtill to reſpect the judgment of 
paikind, which has conſigned to oblivion the works 
viich he admires. While he pores unmoleſted on 
Chaucer, Gower, Lydgate, and Occleve, let him not 
enſure our obſtinacy in adhering to Homer, Virgil, 
Milton, and Pope. ä | | 
In peruſing the antiquated pages of our Engliſh” 
bards, we ſometimes find a paſſage which has compa- 
re merit, and which ſhines with the greater luſtre, 
cauſe it is ſurrounded with deformity. While we 


conſider 


* 
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conſider the rude ſtate of literature, the want of mo- 
dels, the depraved taſte of readers, we are ſtruck with 
the leaſt appearance of beauty. We are flattered with 
an idea of our own: penetration, in diſcovering excel. 
lencies which have eſcaped the notice of the world. 
We take up the volume with a previous determination, 
to prove that it contains valuable matter. We are 
unwilling that our pains ſhould be unrewarded. We 
ſelect a few. lines from a long work, and by a little 


critical refinement, prove that they are wonderfully ex. 


cellent, But the candid are ready to confeſs, that 
they have not often diſcovered in this department a 
ſuthcient degree or quantity of abſolute merit to repay 
the labour of a profound reſearch. . 

Rowe has ſaid, that the old Engliſh bards and min- 
ſtrels ſoared many a height above their followers; and 
it is true, that thoſe old ballads, which are in the 
mouths of peaſants on both fides the Tweed, have 
ſomething in them irreſiſtably 1 Vulgar, 
coarſe, inelegant, they yet touch the heart. Many of 
them, when read, as the writers intended, are muſical. 
They have pleaſed the ear and the mind of a whole 
people, and therefore, in ſpite of the cold feelings of 
the critic, muſt be pronounced beautiful.” Addiſon 
firſt gained them the notice of ſcholars, by his praiſes 
of Chevy-Chaſe, He illuſtrated their beauties, by 
comparing them with the Claſſics. This indeed drew 
the attention of the claſſical reader; but it may be 
queſtioned, whether it would not be a better method 
to view them as originals ; and in order to procure 
them a general reception, appeal to the genuine feel- 


ings of nature. For, in truth, when com as 
compoſitions, with the correct works of Virgil or Ho- 


race, the barbarous language in which they are writ- 
ten makes them appear to diſadvantage. At the ſame 
time it muſt be confeſſed, that it affords a very pleaſ- 


ing employment to the polite ſcholar, to remark the 
coincidencies of thought, which are uſually found in 


works of genius, written at different periods by thoſe 
who could not poſſibly imitate each other. The 2 
loſopher gladly ſeizes the phenomenon, as it tends to 


| elucidate a curious truth reſpecting the human _ 
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that all men of nearly equal faculties, fall into nearly 
* the ſame train of- thought when placed in fimilar cir- 
cumſtances. „%% 
wth Notwithſtanding the incontrovertible merit of many 
of our antient relies of poetry, I believe it may be 
Id. doubted, whether any one of them would be tolerated. 
* as the production of a modern poet. As a good imi- 
tation of the antient manner it would find its ad- 


We mirers ; but, | conſidered independently as an original, 
tle it would be thought a careleſs, © vulgar,  inartificial 
wh compoſition. There, are few who do not read Dr. 


Percy's own piece, and thoſe of other late writers, with 
Ss more pleaſure, than the oldeft ballad in the collection 
Pay of that ingenious writer. | "Boi - 

Poetical genius appeared with great luſtre. among the 


74 Scots, at a time when it was obſcured in England. 
nd At one of the barreneſt periods of Engliſh literature, 
the Dunbar, Douglas, and Lyndſay, wrote with great 
* elegance, as far as the langu ige would admit, in the 

Aly true ſpirit of original poetry. They wanted only a 
'of better language, and a more durable dialect, to have. 
al. become national claſſics, With all their beauties, it 

15 is difficult to read them with patience ; for the neceſſity" 


ef continually 1 to a gloflary, cools the ardour 
on WF Khich the peruſal of a beautiful paſſage may have ex-, 
cited, and induces the tired reader to fly to more mo- 

by dern books, whoſe gold, equally pure, may be ex- 
tracted without the trouble of an analytical proceſs, 
The preſent age, it muſt be owned with regret, 
is an age of literary deception. It is indeed characte- 
riſtical of an advanced period of letters and refinement, 
when the various modes of writing have, in every de- 
partment, been anticipated, to Have recourſe to for- 
gery in order to gain attention. Of this every one ac- 
quainted with the preſent ſtate of literature in England 
ls ſenſible. Chatterton, though the beſt, is not the 
only imitator and pretended reſtorer of our antient 
poets, 4 * f 
It will be allowed by all, that a compoſition ought 
to be eſtimated by its abſolute, not its relative merit. 
And yet a poem, which, while it is ſuppoſed to have 
been written three or four centuries ago, is generally . 
Vol. I, * * read 


it even after the detection. Though at the ſame time 
it is true, that moſt men have ſo much of the antiqua- 
Tian ſpirit as to feel an additional pleaſure when excel- 
Jence 1s united with antiquity. By an effort of ima- 
gination, we place ourſelves in the age of the author, 
and call up a thouſand collateral ideas, which give 
beauties to his work not naturally inherent. p 

Whether the antiquarian tafte in poetry is reaſonable 
or unreaſonable, it affords an elegant and a pleaſing 
amuſement to thoſe who poſſeſs it. Miſtakes in mat- 
ters of mere taſte and literature are harmleſs in their 
conſequences to ſociety. They have no direct ten- 
dency to hurt any intereſt, or corrupt any morals, 
While therefore they are not likely to become general, 
they muſt not be attacked with virulence, Diſputes in 


the republic of letters; a republic, unlike the political 


commonwealth, ſhould be conducted with gentleneſs. 
That humanity of temper, which a ſucceſsful purſuit 
of learning inſpires, would, of itfelf, it might be ſup- 
poſed, ſecure a mild and generous behaviour in literary 
controverſy. But the reverſe has uſually been the. caſe. 
Bentley, Middleton, Warburton, have ſometimes in- 
dulged an irritable temper beyond thoſe limits, which, 
as Kite and ſcholars, they muſt have ſeen and ap- 

roved. They who have obſerved the rancour mutu- 
ally diſplayed in the diſagreements of the learned, 
muſt have concluded, if they knew not the ſtate of the 

ueſtion, that ſomething of the utmoſt conſequence to 
life, fame, or fortune, was at ſtake. Contempt or in- 
dignation muſt have taken place, when they found 
that nothing more was agitated, than the propnety or 
impropriety of Greek accents, the genuineneſs of ſome 
fooliſh book, the juſtneſs of a conjectural emendation, 
and other ſubjects, which had not the leaſt tendency 
to promote or injure either ſcience or ſociety. No. 
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No. XLVIII, on THz MORAL EFFECTS OF 
d PAINTING AND PRINTS, 

8 — 5 — . — 1 PR TAL 
» VERY thing which is capable of affecting the 
1 E mind in a forcible manner may be rendered ſub- 
L ſervient to the purpoſes of morality, Muſic, and in- 
1 deed all the fifter arts, are known to poſſeſs a power of 
r, exciting ſentiments of various kinds; of rouſing the 
e mind to manly virtue, or relaxing it to vice and effe- 

: minacy. But perhaps none are more inſtantaneous or ſuh- 
le tle in their operation than the productions of the art 
8 of painting. Every one who can ſee, is able to collect 
t- the meaning of an obvious picture, and the tranſition 
ir from the eyes to the heart is ſhort and rapid, To re- 
* ceive an impreſſion from a book, it is neceſſary to read 
s. and to reflect, but the idea ſuggeſted by a painting is 
l, caught at a glance. es 
in A liberal and philoſophical ſtateſman, Who n- 
al prehenſive mind attends to the morals no leſs Man the 


finances of a nation, will conſider the public exhi- 
bition of pictures as a matter of national concern. 
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p- He will uſe his influence to cauſe ſuch figures to be re- 

ry preſented to the public, as have a natural tendency to 
e. call forth manly ſentiments, to diffuſe a love of de- 
n- cency and order, a ſpirit of benevolence, honour, ho- 
h, neſty, and patriotie virtue. Divines and philoſophers, 
p- warriors and ſtateſmen, uſeful writers, and men 


u- of all denominations, repreſented with all the charms 
d, of the pencil, and with all the natural expreſſion of 
he their countenances, cannot fail to animate the boſom 
to with a love of excellence. And it is one. peculiar _ 
in- advantage, that this effect may be produced on the 
nd rude and the vulgar, on thoſe who have never been 
or Improved education, and who are neither able nor 
me nclined to 1mprove themſelves by reading and reflec- 
n, tion. The encouragement of the arts is indeed at- 
cy tended with a confiderable expence ; but while they 


ve made by due direction to improve the minds of the 
L 2 people, 
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people, they amply repay it. When, they are ſo per- 
verted as to produce unmanly ſentiments, or vicious 
and idle habits, they are, at once, the bane of private 
life and of a free conſtitution. 1 Io IE I 
The world neyer yet ſaw the, equal, of our country. 
man Hogarth, in the art of moral painting. The 
ſcenes, indeed, which he has exhibited, are =_ for 
the moſt part, though not always, from low life; but 
in this reſpe& the painter ſnewed his judgment; not 
only becauſe low life affords a greater abundance and. 
variety of humour, but becauſe low life ſtands: moſt. 
in need of inſtruction, and can receive it more..eafily . 
from a picture than from oral or written documents. 
I very much doubt, whether the ſermons of a Lillot- 
ſon ever diſſuaded fo efficaciouſly from luſt, cruelty, 
and intemperance, as the prints of a Hogarth. +3 
"The painters of the Dutch or Flemiſh ſchool do in- 
deed repreſent low life; but the repreſentations. are 
rather amuſing than ijnſtructive. 1 d, I am not 
ſure that they are not injurious to mankind ; for while 
they exhibit men in ſome of the loweſt and moſt hu- 
miliating forms, they tend to encreaſe his real de- 
gradation. It is much to be Iamented, that the great 
Lill which they evidently diſplay in the art of paint- 
ing, was not employed in ſubjeds more ſuſceptible of 
elevation, A 4 
Humourous pieces or prints are, however, too en- 
tertaining to be rejected, while they are reſtrained 
within the limits of gecency and good-nature. The 
' taſte for them is, in this age and country, very preva- 
lent; but I am ſorry to ſay, that the limits which we 
have juſt mentioned are too little obſerved. Among 
the various methods invented for the gratification of 
private and party malice, few have been more ſucceſs. 
ful than the caricatura. There is no perſonage hows 
ever exalted, nor character however reſpectable, which 
may not be lowered in the eſtimation of, the vulgar, 
by a ludicrous picture exhibited to public; view. Some 
action, paſſion, feature, attitude, or dreſs, may be 
applied to the moſt deſerving man, and may render 
him an object of ridicule. A moſt unjuſt perverſion of 
@ noble art; but which, it is to be feared, will con- 
" ” \ . , tinue 
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tinue while the public is led by its taſte for detraftion 


. to reward the artiſt by the purchaſe of his works, hov- 

. 'ever defamatory. "vp 4 or arr Tay : 
2 Humorous prints have been of late very ew 4 | 
uſed to ridicule fore of thoſe extravagancies of dreſs 

: and manners, which ariſe from effeminacy of man- 
E ners, and tend to encreaſe it. The figures repreſented 

t have raifed a very natural and innocent laugh, and the 

t ſatire, though well pointed and directed, has not uſu- 
* ally been perſonal. Nothing can be more laudable, 
1 than to exert this very efficactous art in rendering folly, 

2 vanity, and vice, objects of deriſion. SP 
. But it muſt be confeſſed, that it is much oftener em- 
1 ployed in corrupting the heart and imagination by in- 

f decent figures. And here I cannot help making a 

| complaint againſt. the police of the metropolis, which 

* allows ſome of the ſhops in the moſt crowded ſtreets to 

- exhibit, in their windows, ſuch prints as cannot fail td 

t enflame the paſſions of inexperienced youth, Why 
e lumbers the magrſtrate, or to what purpoſe are the 

2 laws and wiſe regulations of a civilized ſtate, if we can- 

'- not permit our children to walk through the public 

Jy ſtreets of the capital without danger of corrupting 
t their morals, merely by their looking into a window, 
f which is ſo furniſhed as to attract the attention of the 
, moſt innocent and unſuſpicious? A great and ſucceſ- 
1 five crowd is uſually aſſembled before the print - hops, 

d which, While it annoys the honeſt pallnger who is 

1e haſtening to tranſa important buſineſs, is perpetually 

a= drinking in a poiſonous draught, 'of which who can tell 
ve how malignant and diffaſive may be the conſequences ? ., 
8 Indeed, the print-ſhops, which diſplay to thouſands in 
of the courſe of every day the moſt inflammatory prints, 
be may juſtly be ſtigmatiſed as the guides to the brothel, 


Ns In ancient times, and in heathen cities, we read of the 
ch utmoſt precautions taken to preſerve the modeſty of 
Ir, young men; and ought not the rulers of the greateſt 
ne city in the Chriſtian world to bluſh, while they con! 
be nive at a practice, which tends, perhaps more than 
any thing elſe, to debauch the minds of apprentices, 
of clerks, and indeed of all the riſing generation? It is 
certainly a nuiſance, and may legally be removed. 
ue | L 3 - The 
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The intereſt of ſome unconſcientious individual might 
perhaps be injured by leſſening. the ſale of his cor- 
rupting repreſentations ; but what is the intereſt of an 
individual, when put in competition with the morals 
of the multitude? If the print-ſhops in a great city 
were to exhibit only virtuous prints, they might be 
highly ſerviceable to the cauſe of morality. 

he ſerious part of mankind have complained, that 
ſome of the catchpenny periodical publications have of 
late been embelliſhed, as it is called, with ſuch prints 
as tend immediately to corrupt private life, and moſt 
eſſentially to injure ſociety, "Neither have they appeared 
clandeſtinely, but have boldly ſolicited notice by a de- 
ſcription of their contents in the public advertiſements, 
The ſerious part of mankind have, I ſay, complained, 
and have aſked each other, whether the official guardi- 
ans of religion and decency have been ſo immerſed in 
politics, or ſo engaged in purſuit of preferment, as 
not to have noticed publications whigh they. ought, if 
they poſſeſſed ſufficient influence, to have ſuppreſſed? 
'They who have ſons and daughters cannot but appre- 
hend danger, when the moſt licentious pictures are 
daily obtruded on the public eye; and they cannot 
help thinking, at the ſame time, that the preſervation 
of the children of the commonwealth deſerves at leaſt 
as much attention from the legiſlature, as the preſervation 
of hares and puppies. i d 

The art of painting is one of thoſe innocent and de- 
lightful means of pleaſure, which Prqvidence has 
kindly afforded to brighten the proſpects of human 
life. Under due reſtrictions, and with proper di- 
rection, it may be rendered ſomething more than an 
elegant mode of pleaſing the eye and the imagination; 
it may become a very powerful auxiliary of virtue. 

It is but juſt to add, that, ſoon after this paper was 
printed, but before it was publiſhed, the magiſtrates 
of London iſſued orders for the proſecution of ſuch 
printſellers as ſhould exhibit licentious prints in their 
windows. 9 55 I 
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HE : tranſlators, of our Bible, it is allowed, had. 
great merit; but, as nothing is begun and per- 
fected at the ſame time, it is not ſurpriſing that the 
tranſlation is not exempt from the characteriſtie of all 
human undertakings. Critics, aſſiſted by the labours 
of the tranſlators, have proſecuted their inquiries into 
the Hebrew text, and have detected errors in it which 
they are willing to magnify into importance. Manu- 
ſcripts having been collated, and the Hebrew text at 
laſt aſcertained, as far as human ingenuity can aſcer- 
tain it, there ſeems, at the completion of che labour, to 
be a wiſh among the erities for a new» tranſlation. 

For my own part, if I ;may venture to give an opi- 
nion contrary to that of the profound collators of He- 
brew manuſcripts, I cannot help thinking a new tranſ- 
lation of the Bible an attempt extremely dangerous, 
and quite unneceſſary. Inſtead of ſerving the cauſe of 
religion, which is the oſtenſible motive for the wiſh, I 
am convinced that nothing would more immediately 
tend to ſhake the baſis of che eſtablinmm ent: 

Time gives a venerable air to all things, to men, to 
trees, to buildings, and to books. Sacred things ac- 
quire peculiar ſanctity by long duration. new” 
church, with all the embelliſhments of Grecian archi- 
tecture, is far leſs venerable than the Gothic tower 
overgrown with moſs. The preſent tranſlation of the 
Bible derives. an advantage from its antiquity greatly 
ſuperior to any which could ariſe from the correction 
of its inaccuracies. Imagine a Roman ſenator or war- 
rior, dreſſed out like a powdered beau of modern times. 
Much more care is beſtowed on him in his preſent 
dreſs, He is nicely and accurately arrayed. in every 
pr But what is the reſult? He is now pretty, and 

fore he was majeſtic, Juſt ſo, were the Bible cor- 

„ L 4 rected. 
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rected and modernized, it would probably become 
more 'ſhewy, and perhaps quite —_ ; but it would 

loſe that air of ſanctity, which enables it to make an 
impreſſion which no accuracy could produce, _ _ 
We have received the Bible in the very words in 
which it now ſtands from our fathers ; we have- learned 
many paſſages of it by heart in our infancy'; we find 
it quoted in ſermons from the earlieſt to the lateſt 
times; fo that its phraſe is become familiar to our 
ear, and we ceaſe to be ſtartled at apparent difficul- 
ties. Let all this be called prejudice; but it is a pre- 
judice which univerfally- prevails in the middle and 
lower ranks; and we ſhould hardly recognize the Bible, 
were it to be read in our churches in any other words 
than thoſe which our fathers heard before us. 

It is true, indeed, that ſome very devout and well- 
meaning people carry the prejudice too far, when = 
profeſs to believe, that our traſlation was written wi 
the finger of the Almighty, and that po alter a-tittle 
of it is to be guilty of blaſphemy. But ſtill, as the 
faith of ſuch rr is ſtrong, and their intentions 
ee it would be imprudent to ſhock their minds 
by an innovation, which they could not help conſidet- 
ing as an inſult on heaven. If the leſſons in the church 
were to be read in different words from thofe which 
they have heard from their infancy, their faith might 
be more endangered than by all the arguments of the 
deiſts. And ſuch perſons, though the ſarcaſtic may 
ſtigmatiſe them as weak brethren, are too valuable 

members, eſpecially in this age, to be wantonly- cut 
off from the body of the church. 0 1 

But forbearing to urge the air of veneration acquired by 
time, or the attachments formed by prejudice to the 
Bible, I cannot help thinking, that the preſent tranfla- 
tion, ought to be retained in our churches for its in- 
trinſic beauty and. excellence. We have had one ſpe- 
cimen of a new tranſlation of the Bible by a very learn- 
ed and ingenious biſhop. It is exact and curious ; but 
I will venture to ſay it approaches not to the majeſly, 
ſublimity, and fire of the old tranſlation, ' A reader, 
after going through uit, will not upon the Whole re- 
ceive ſo deep and laſting an impreſſion from V 45 
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from the old one with all its imperſection { And its is 
from the general effect of a work that its excellence 
muſt be eſtimated, . e IO 
The poetical paſſages of ſcripture are peculiarly pleaſ- 
ing in the preſent tranſlation. The languages _ 
it is ſimple and natural, is rich and exprefives Solo- 
mon's Song, difficult as it is to be interpreted, may be 
read with delight, even if we attend to little elſe but 
the brilliancy of the diction; and it is a circumſtance 
which increaſes its grace, that it appears to be quite 
unſtudied. The Plafrs, as well as the whole Bible, 
are literally tranſlated, and yet that tranſlation abounds - 

| with paſſages exquiſitely beautiful and irreſiſtibly tranſ-- 

) porting, Even where the ſenſe is not very clear, nor 
the connection of ideas obvious at firſt ſight, the mind 
is ſoothed, and the ear raviſhed, with the powerful yer 

ö unaffetted charms of the ſtyle. It is not indeed neceſ- 

a ſary to enlarge on the excellences of the tranſlation. 

; in general; for its beauties-are ſuch as are to be recog- 

) 

) 


nized by feeling more thaw by deſcription; and it muſt 
be owned, that they have been powerfully felt by the 
majority of the nation ever ſinee the firſt edition. In 
many a cottage and farm-houſe, where the Bible and 
] Prayer-Book conſtitute the library, the ſweet ſongs of 
a 2 and the entertaining biſtories of Joſeph' and 
, is brethren, Saul and Jonathan, conſtitute a never- 
: failing ſource of heart-felt pleaſure. | | 
| 
t 


It is falſe refinement, vain philoſophy, and an im 
moderate love of diſſipation, which cauſes ſo little at- 
tention to be paid to this venerable book in the buſy 
and gay wok If we do not difclaim all belief in its - 

contents, it is ſurely a great omiffion in many gentle 
: men and ladies who -wiſh to be completely accom- 
pliſhed, or think themſelves ſo already, to be utterly 
J 5 the ſacred volume. Iv is our duty 
; to inſpeQ it, and it is graciouſly fo- ordered, that our 
; duty in this inſtance may be a pleaſure; for the Bible 
t is truly pleaſing, conſidered only as a collection of very 
, ancient and curious hiſtory.and poetry. 
, With reſpect to the impropriety of appornting- a new 
tranſlation to be read in churches, what I have ad- 
ranced.on the ſubject is only matter-of opinion, and 
L 5 max 
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may perhaps be found in the event erroneous. I ſhall, 
however, very confidently ſay, that innovations of this 
kind are of the higheſt importance, and may probably 
be attended with the moſt violent concuſſions. They 


ought there ore to be attempted only when there is an 


abſolute neceſſity for them, and after the matureſt de- 
liberation. 4 | F 
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O amuſements are more eaſily attainable, and at- 
tended with more ſolid ſatis faction and fewer in- 
conveniencies, than the literary. In theſe late ages, 
there 1s ſcarcely a ſubject, which can reaſonably excite 


human , curioſity, on which ſatisfactory information 


may not be acquired by the peruſal books, which, 
from their multitude, are obvious to all who are diſ- 
poſed to give them their attention. Poetry, hiſtory, 
eloquence, and philoſophy in all its ramificatiogs, are 
conſtantly at hand, and ready to gratify the mental ap- 
petite with every elegant variety of intellectual ſuſte- 


nance. The imagination can at all times call up, by 


the medium of books, the moſt vivid repreſentations 


of every object, which the phyſical and moral world 


have been known to produce. Exempt from the in- 
conveniences of foreign travel, from the dangets of a 


military life, from the narrow eſcapes of the vqyager, 
and from the tumult of political engagements, the 
ſtudent can enjoy, in the comfortable retreat of his li- 
brary, all that has employed the active faculties of man 
in every department of life. Le 
As a ſource of a very lively, as well as a pure pleaſure, 
reading is become the conſtant amuſement of that con- 
ſiderable part of the community, whom the , circum- 
ſtances of profeſſion, ſex, or inclination,” have con 
to a ſedentary life. The age is ſaid to be diſſipated, 
and the moſt ſuperficial obſervation will juſtify the 


complaint. Yet it muſt, on the other hand, be ac- 
knowledged, that it is molt extenſively enlightened. 


Books, 
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Books, that poſſeſs originality and real merit, are fill 
encouraged. © Circalating" libraries, farniſhed with va- / 
juable as well as triffing works, and | ſocieties eſta- 
bliſhed for the purchaſe of new publications, abound 
throughout the kingdom. The ftream of national 
3 is certainly diffuſe ; nor is there ſufficient 
reaſon to aſſert, what ſome have maintained, that it is 
become ſhallow by diffuſion. If the productions of 
thoſe who have gone before are richer and more ſolid, 
it reflects not diſgrace on their followers, whoſe dif- 
| coveries are anticipated by the firſt inveſtigators. He 

who firſt opens the mine, will return laden with trea-- 
ſure at an eafy rate, H 


e- who ſucceeds may, with 
more ſagacity and labour, acquire lefs 5 nor ſhould it 
detract from his praiſe, that he brings forth little whete- 
little remained. | 

In this advanced ſtage of literature, much of the ſtu- 
dent's life is neceſſarily employed in retrating the pro- 
greſs of thoſe who have preceded him. | He heaps up 
knowledge, and has often little time, even if he has. 
inelination and ability, to communicate it in a cor- 
rect and graceful manner. There is little doubt, but 
that many of the literati, who have neyer written, are 
at leaſt equal in the extent of their ee to the 
writers whom they  ſtady and admire. They have 
never written, perhaps, from indoletice, and perhaps. 
from a want of à power to utter, with 'agreeable” fact- 
lity, what they apprehend with elearneſs. Theſe-muſt 
be ſupplied with à coriftant ſueceſſion of books; and it. 
is found by experience, that few books pleaſe more 
cordially, or at leaſt excite attention more forcibly, 
than thoſe of contemporary authors. It appears then, 
that, for the ſake of the learned as well as the com- 
mon reader, che multiplication of books, though it 
Gs has ſometimes been lamented, ought, upon the whole, 
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4 to be encouraged. No one is compelled to read 
1 what he does not 'approve. A fumptnous enter- 


7 tainment is prepared, nor ſhould the gueſt find fault: 
4 with the number or variety of the diſhes.” Phey are 


- a hid before him with defign to give bim pleaſure,,. 

1. and it is eaſy to ſelect that which is capable-oFafford- 

s, ing it, and to refuſe all that is inſipid or. diſguſtful, © 
L&a Modern 
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Modern authors are naturally diſpoſed to juſtify to 
I themſelves and others the addition which they make to 
the number. of books. They are unwilling to ſuppoſe, 
that every ſubject is anticipated; that all the avenues to 
fame axe cloſed; that the knowledge acquired by ſtudy, 
and adorned by the expreſſion of genius, is — 2 
of obtaining its proper reward, the praiſe of every in- 
genuous and congenial mind. Literary productions 
8 therefore, to multiply, and every writer finds 
{ome plauſible apology for preſenting to the public an 
additional volume. | 55 RE 
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T H E ſacred writers, the heathen philoſophers, all 
1 who have either thought or written with ſolidity, 
have agreed that man is born to trouble, and that few 
and evil are his days. The moral poet Euripides has 
ſaid, that to be a. Man is a ſufficient plea for being 
miſerable; and who indeed has not felt this truth ? 
Vet it is at the ſame time true, that the kind hand 
of Providence has ſcattered flowers as well as thorns in 
the road of life; and the great ſkill required, is to 
ſelect thoſe that are perennial, thoſe that do not bud, 
blow, and wither in a day, from thoſe that ſhine with 
tranſient luſtre, or conceal poiſonous qualities under a 
vivid foliage. | = X 
Among the many arguments for a claſſical and com- 
rehenfive education, there are few which aught to 
r a greater weight, than that it enables thoſe who 
enjoy the benefit of it, to derive the pureſt, the ſweet- 
eſt, the moſt elegant, and the leaſt injuriqus pleaſures 
from. themſelves and from reflection. The man of taſte 
and learning creates, as it were, a little world of his 
own, in which he exerciſes his faculties; and he feels | 
his - moſt exalted ſatisfactions ariſing from things, the 
exiſtence of which is ſcarcely known to the vulgar 
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The parent in the middle ranks of life, who is able 
to place his ſon above dependence, contributes more ro 


dis real happineſs, when he —— taſte for the 


claſſics, and for ſtudies Which will exalt his nature, 
than when, by making him a trader without a gentle- 
man's education, he affords him an opportunity of 
hereafter ſnining in the mean magnificence of wealth, 


unaccompanied with elegance and liberality. Fo pof- 


{cſs thouſands with the narrow ſpirit of a mere ſtock- 
jobber, can add but little real — 7 But to poſ- 
ſeſs a juſt taſte for a Virgil, and for the other ſine 
writers whom the world has long admired; to be ca- 
pable of feeling their beauties, with only the common 
comforts and conveniences of life, will confer an ele- 
gance and dignity- of mind; and will cauſe. a finer 
pleaſure than was ever known to a Crafſus or a Clive. 
Where, indeed, ſhall we find objects capable of at- 
taching the mind in every ſtage of life, in every con- 
dition, in every time, in every place, but in the walks 
of literature? Theſe: ſtudies, ſays Cicero, in a paſ- 
ſage which can never be too often repeated, afford 
nouriſhnient to our youth, delight our old age, adorn. 
proſperity, ſupply a refuge in adverſity, are à conſtant 
ſource of pleaſure at home, are no impediment while 
abroad, attend us in the night-ſeaſon, and accompany 
us in our travels and retirements. The great late. 
man ſpoke; the dictates of his own experience. To his 
hours of dejection and privacy, we owe many of his 
fineſt philoſophical treatiſes, in the compoſition of 
which he a while forgot his own and his country's ca« 
lamity, | 
Dow ſorrow is known to ſeek ſolitude ſor indulgence: 
Company may diffipate the lighter cares, but it ap- 
pears like mockery to real woe. Add to this, that to 
mix with company while under the influence of grief; 
unleſs it is the company of familiar friends, is à vio- 
lation of the rules of propriety, ſince it tends to throw 
2 damp on that cheerfulneſs, to promote which is one 
of the ends of ſociety. But ſolitude invites to reading 
and amid the great variety of books, ſome- one may 
always be found in uniſon with our own temper. In 
the retirements of our library, no inſolent intruder can 
upbraid. 


»- 
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- upbraid-us for difinclination or (incapacity to taſte con- 
-vivial - enjoyment. There we may find balſam for 
every wound of the mind, and a lenient medicine for 
every. diſeaſe. 1 el bi nn „% l ere LESS 
When the proſpects which preſent themſelves in the 
common road of life are dark and dreary, the man of 
taſte can ſtep aſide into the elyſium of poeſy, and tread 
the flowery paths, and view the gilded ſcenes which 
fancy raiſes with the magic of enchantment. The in- 
genious biographer of the Ae Gray has informed us, 
that the moſt approved productions of his friend were 
brought forth after the death of one whom the 
poet loved. Sorrow led him to ſeek for ſolace of the 
muſe. That the muſe ſmiled on her votary, eve 
reader of taſte has already acknowledged. Sacred” 
tory has acquainted us with the power of mafic over 
the | paſſions, and there is little doubt but the verſe 
as well as the lyre of David, can ſooth the troubled. 
fpirits to repoſe. © | r n 
It is difficult to be attached to the common objects 
of human purſuit, without feeling the ſordid or the 
troubleſome paſſions. But in the purſuits of learning, 
all is liberal, noble, generous. They require and pro- 
mote that comprehenſive mode of thinking, Which 
overlooks the little and mean occupations of the vulgar 
mind. To the man of philoſophical obſervation, the 
world appears as a theatre, in which the ih = actors 
toil and weary themſelves for his amuſement. He ſees 
the emptineſs of many objects which are ardently pur- 
ſued; he is acquainted with the falſe glitter that ſur- 
rounds him; he knows how ſhort and unſubſtantial are 
the good and evil that excite all the ardour of purſuit 
and abhorrence ; and can therefore derive a degree of 
delight from reflection, of which they who are deeply, 
and even ſuceſsfully intereſted in them, can never par- 
ticipate. Notwithſtanding the charms of | opulence, 
yet have Socrates and Epictetus attracted more ad- 
mirers, and probably enjoyed more tranquillity of 
mind, than the richeſt publican of Athens and Rome. 
It is true, that learning ſhould be purſued as a 24. 
lification for the ſeveral profeſſions of civil Ute ; 4 


excluding the motives of intereſt and ambition, it 
LAYER | x 9 
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to be cultivated for its own ſake, by thoſe who under- 
ſtand and wiſh to enjoy, under every cireumſtance, the 
utmoſt attainable happineſs. Next to religion, it is 
the beſt and ſweeteſt ſource of e * thoſe hours 
of dejection, which every mortal mu times expe- 
rience. It conſtitutes one of the moſt ſolid pillars to 
ſupport the tottering fabric of human felicity, - and 
commonly contributes as much to virtue as to hap- 
pineſs. 19 ” by ef | 328 2 1 SOIL 
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O acts are ſo truly our own as thoſe of the un- 

derſtanding. The world has lon __ in ad- 

miration of Alexander, Cæſar, and Char es of 'Swe- 
den; and the remark: of Cicero ſeems not to have oc- 
curred to them, that the of a general is in great 
meaſure derived from the merit of thoſe who -obey 
him, and that a thouſand contingencies muſt conſpire, 
to give efficacy to the beſt concerted plans of military 
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Bat the works of genius are commonly produced in 
ſolitude. 'The mind forms its own deſign, and pur- 
ſues within itſelf all the methods that conduce to its 
accompliſhment. ; Fortune has little influence in re- 


tarding or promoti rr! gre If, then, the pros 
— of 2 ought to redound to an dz. 
vidual, is to be eſtimated by perſonal merit, inde- 
pendently of external aid and accidental events, the 
triumphs of 12 maſt be held more bonourable 
than the triumphs of valour, and a conqueſt of the in- 


tellectual world more worthy the dignified page of 


hiſtory, than the ſubjection of the terraqueous globe, 
Such a conqueror is the great Bacon; and when the 
world ſhall have corrected its erroneous Tgment;” he 

will be placed in a rank fuperior to the ſon of Philip, 
A popular hiſtorian of England has, however, de- 
preciated the merit of this glory of our nation. _— 
ag 
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has plaivly pronounced him inßerior to the Florentine 
philoſopher Galilæo; and he attributes the ge amg. 


plauſe that has been paid to him, to the illiberal par 
tiality of our national ſpirit. Something more rea 
ſonable than the ſuggeſtions of this ſpirit will prompt 
many to attribute his detraction to national envy. 
The teſtimony of foreigners, Who cannot be biaſſed 
by this prejudice, is truly honourable to our great phi- 
loſopher. Baco Verulamius, for ſo they call him, is 
more frequently mentioned, and with higher applauſe, 
than the ingenious philoſopher of Italy. Fat as 
have been the praiſes beſtowed on Bacon in his own 
country, they have never reached the high encomium 
of foreign univerſit ies. 

It was the great miſtake of Ariſtotle to have accom- 
modated his phyſics to his logic, inſtead of renderin 
his logic ſubſervient to his phyſics; and, as the- critics 
have - obſerved, by inverting! the natural order of 
things, to have ſubjected the end to the means. To 
remove this error, our philoſopher. invented his novun 
erganum, in which he teaches to reaſon by induction; 
a more effectual method of eliciting truth, than the 
antiquated and trifling forms of a perfect ſyllogiſm. 
This work is acknowledged to be his maſter- piece; 
and the beneficial effect it has had in aſcertaining ſe 
ence, by reducing it to the teſt of experiment; is alone 
ſufficient to entitle him to all the fame he enjoys. 

But his predominant excellence in promoting the 
ſcience of nature, ſeems almoſt to have abſorbed his 
glory as a moraliſt. His genius, however, formed to 

enetrate into all ſubjects on which it directed it 
3 made thoſe diſcoveries in common life and 
common manners, which, it might be ſuppoſed; would 

be leſs likely to occur to the deep bis recluſe 1} 
lator than to. the man of buſineſs. In all his moral 
writings there is a ſolidity of remark, which enables 
the reader to ſelect ſomething uſeful on every peruſal, 
It is this original and ſubſtantial excellence, which 
gives a grace to his writings, not to be deformed by 
a ſtyle by no means uniformly: elegant; though Sir 
Richard Baker, whoſe' taſte, however, | was mot; equal 
to his knowledge, aſſerts of it, that Bacon has written 
in 
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in ſo ſweet à ſtyle, that, like manna, it pleaſes every 
alate, | 20 , 
| Men of profound ſcience commonly excel more in 
judgment than in wit. But Bacon is acknowledged to 
have diſplayed a very conſiderable degree of wit in his 
moral lucubrations. Rapin fays, there is more of it 
in his ethics, than in any of his writings ; for which, I 
think, a reaſon may eaſily be affigned. Obſervations 
on men and manners admit a playful ingenuity of 
thought; but the features of ſevere ſcience are not 

often to be relaxed by the ſallies of a ſportive fancy. 

[ have ofterf regretted, that ſo ſagacious an under- 
ſtanding was not more frequently employed in ſpecu- 
lations more generally uſeful, than thoſe ſublime ſub- 
jets of ſcience which are unconnected with practice. 
Had he employed that ſubtilty of obſervation, in re- 
marking and deſcribing manners, which is conſpicu- 
ous in ſome uſeleſs conjectures in natural philoſophy, 
there is little doubt but the world would have receive 
great light, where light is moſt wanted, in the art of 
regulating our paſſions, and the conduct of life. The 
little he has left us is an invaluable treaſure; and the 
works I ſhould moſt wiſh to recover, if all his produe- 
tions were loſt, is the Moral Eſſays. | 5 

The Advancement of Learning, though much leſs 


read than the ſuperficial works of later times, is one of 


the moſt entertaining and improving books in the lan- 
guage, The remarks in it ſtrike the mind with ſuch 
an evidence of conviction, that the truth diſcovered 


pleaſes like that derived from mathematical demon- 


tration. The thoughts of Bacon have this peculiar, 
excellence, that they not only pleaſe and convince by 
their juſtneſs, but lead the mind to think till farther 
on the ſubject, and aſſiſt it in its efforts. Not like the 
trifling writer, who is forced to make the moſt ad- 
vantage of a good idea by dilating it, as the gold- 
deater extends a little gold; Bacon leaves the reader to 
comment on a ſolid reflection, when he has once given 
it utterance in a clear and conciſe expreſſion. Kats, 
His 1 as an hiſtorian, though great 2 
his life, ſeems gradually to have declined, and is n 
nearly loſt. His Reign of Henry the Seventh is — 
re 
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read by thoſe whoſe veneration for him induces them to 
' _ acquaint themſelves with all his works. LIT Ih: 
Whateyer deſects the prevalence of a bad taſte may 
have occaſioned in ſome of his productions, we may 
compare them all together to a venerable pile of Gothic 
architecture, which, though it has. not ro. boaſt the 
grace of Grecian elegance, or the finery of the Chineſe 
ſtyle, poſſeſſes a ſolidity and ſubſtance, which will 
cauſe it to endure when not one ſtone ſhall be left upon 
erg in the edifices of a more refined or. oſtentatious 
e. een ee ACN | 
When we compare this great man's writings with 
ſome of the weakneſſes of his life, we are tempted to 
exclaim with a modern delineator of characters, Alas, 
Poor human nature! n at | Mes) 
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; vering the genius at a puerile age, and of con- 
ulting nature in the choice of a profeſſion. Vet, after 
all, + ck uſually determines the boy's deſtination. 
It is, indeed, by no means eaſy to find in the child 
the diſtinguiſhing excellence of the futare man. The 
mind, in the courſe of a few years, appears to undergo 
a total renovation. Different faculties, like different 
trees, put forth the, bloſſoms which preſage the fruit, 
at earlier or later periods, aceording to ſome interior 
arrangement, which eludes reſearch. They Who have 
taken the moſt pains to learn the natural . of 
the young n 8 been led by — | On 
Aa ance to chuſe a future employment for it, 
9 their pupils no more ſxilful or ſucceſsful, than 


Mee has been ſaid on the neceſſity of diſco- 


thoſe who were directed to the ſame plan merely by . 


fortuitous circumſtances. Few parents, and few ſu- 
perintendants of education, are capable of forming 
this judgment; a judgment that muſt proceed from an 
intimate knowledge of the human heart, and a Jong 
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experience of che changes produced in it by time and 


accidents. ne. 
But .it is. leſs difficult to diſcover, the — 7" "ty and 
diſadvantages of the various employments of life, than 
to point out, thoſe — nature to fill them 
with hon our. in | 
The clerical profeſſion ſeems to be well adapted to 
promote the happineſs of him who can command his 
paſſions, and who is of a contented - diſpoſition; - Such 
an one is a, chriſtian . philoſopher, and poſſeſſes the 
agreeable privilege of inſtructing his fellow-creatures 
in moral, philoſophical, and religious truths, | He. 1s 
at liberty to purſue one of the pleaſanteſt and the moſt 
tranquil paths of life, that which leads through the 
quiet, yet diverſified regions of learning. He is uſu- 
ally reſpected much more than thoſe whoſe birth and for- 
tunes have placed them in a higher {| ; He is more 
a maſter of his time, that invaluable poſſeſſion, than 
the reſt of the buſy, world, becauſe his engagements are 
at an appointed ſeaſon, But if to accumulate money, 
either from the neceſſity of providing for a family, or 
from avarice, be his object, he will fad himſelf miſe- 
rable, becauſe; he is placed in a ſituation, where his 
deſire cannot often be | gratified with eaſe; and honour. 
The ſtipends of the moſt uſeſul part of the clergy, thoie 
who officiate, are often not greater than the earnings 
of a hireling mechanic. Vet an of a com- 
petency muſt be - ſapported by the curate,” not from 
pride alone, but from a laudable deſign of accompliſh- 
ing the purpoſes of his profeſſion. In vain will he 
preach, in vain will he ſet a good example, if a mean 
1 and mode — 2 3 
opinions Or congruity, contempt. 1 - 
are indeed rich preferments; but theſe, it is obſerved, 
do not uſually fall to merit as the reward of it, but 
. intereſt and family connection put 
in their irreſiſtible claim. They ſeem, in this age, to 
be conſidered as ſupplemental proviſions for the younger 
brothers of opulent and noble families. He, there- 
fore, who has neither intereſt nor connections, muſt 
learn, when he enters on this profeſſion, to view the 
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goods of this world in the light in which they Have 
en conſidered by the wiſeſt and the beſt of mbrtals;” 
More families have been raiſed to eivil eminence 
the ſtady of the law, than by any other purſuit,” Rickes 
and honours have been profuſely accumulated on it; 
ſucceſsful profeſſors. The multiplication of ſtatutes, 
and the variety of forms in modern times, have indeed 
rendered the ſtudy uncommonly intricate and labori- 
ous, and it ſeems therefore to merit uncommon rewards. 
But diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs is neceſſarily confined'tofey, 
and moor have worn out a good conſtitution” in per- 
uſing books of all others the leaſt amufing, without'an 
return of honour or of profit. In this age the profel- 
ſion is overrun by the multitude of nominal, if not 
real ſtudents, Formerly the heir to a good eſtate was 
brought up to little elſe than fox-hunting,” and to be 
in at the death, and to water the guerum ten miles 
round, were the objects of his higheſt ambition; but 
now he is uſually entered at an inn of court, adviſed 
to read Blackſtone, and called to the bar. And though 
he ſhould never ſucceed there, yet it is certainly bet- 
ter to let a young man have a profeſſion to employ his 
thoughts, than to ſuffer him to live in idleneſs and 
vice. When, after a life of uſeful labour, the advo- 
cate is rewarded with a judge's appointment, his labour 
does not ceaſe, * Eaſe, his proper recompence, remains 
ſtill at a diſtance. © Perhaps, during the time of buſr- 
neſs, ' there are few employments more irkſome and 
unhealthy. The truly valuable rewards are indeed 
ſeldom obtained in the law, till age and application 
have weakened the powers of perception; and when 
theſe are decayed, what are external advantages? Up- 
on the whole, we may conclude, that though the pro- 
feſſion of the law, when attended with ſucteſs, is Tu- 


crative and well adapted to raiſe and eſtabliſh a fa- 


mily, it is ſeldom conſiſtent with perſonal tranquil-. 
lity. 7 r wh 


means agreeable. A philoſopher may indeed attend a 
diſſection with pleaſure, as affording an opportunity 
for the obſervation of nature; but it muſt always be 
diſguſting to view the loathſome objects of an infr 1 


The preparation for the praRice of phyſic is by no 
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Yet this diſcipline is neceſſary; for books . alone are of 
little uſe. , After all the expence and labour of edu- 
cation, it ig mortifving to the ſenſibihty of merit to 
obſerve thoſe chiefly; encauragedy, wha have little elſe; 
to recommend. them than conhgdence. and external grace 
of behaviour. He whoſe ſohd knowledge induces him 
to ſpeak. with difadetice- on the ſucceſs, of a preſcrip- 
tion, is thought by the generality. leſs able than the | 
bold pretender. Wich all. his phyſiological knowledge, 
if he — not the addreſs,to conciliate the whims of fa- 
ſion on his ſide, his ſenſe, of feeling will ſeldom be 
ſoothed bre ul application of a fee. Men of 
ſenſe may reſpect kim, but he muſt be enriched. by old 
women and Fools. When, however, he is ſufficiently 
employed, it muſt be an additional pleaſure to the na- 
tural ſatisfaction of ſucceſs, to find his own emolu- 
ment ariſing. from Riß, eaſe to the diſtreſſed. Vet it 
i; by no means adviſeable, that any ſhould be trained 
to this profeſſion, ho do not poſſeſs ſuch à degree 
of independence, as may enable them to be eaſy under 
the neglect of a capricious world. rt 

The army affords a ſine aſylum for thoſe. ſpirits, , 
which are too. reſtleſs for domeſtic life. But though it 
has many charms for a warm imagination, it ſeems | 
little adapted to give ſolid comfort at any time, much 
l: in the ſeaſon of inſirmity and in old age. It is 
happy for the commonwealth, as 3 are now con- 
tituted, that the acknowledged gentility of the pro- 
feſion obliterates the ſenſe of its hardſhips. 

Still leſs ſuited to afford tranquil pleaſure, the navy 
is yet always ſupplied even by thoſe who have eaſe and 
fluence at home. To be confined with a crowd for 
many months in a wooden machine, is a ſituation which 
nothing but, uſe and example could render tolerable, 
This lot, however, . muſt fall to ſome; and it does not 
appear, that they to whom it has fallen are leſs happy 
than the reſt of mankind. Providence wiſely fits * ; 
diſpoſition to external circumſtances. 

The employment of merchandiſe is commonly eſteem - 
ed leſs liberal than any of theſe ; and it is true, that 
the preparation for it, and the arts of keeping and 
improving money, have a tendency to contract the ſen- 

timents. 
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elments. The  profeſions have ſome conneAion wi 
public fpirit, with ſcience and philanthropy.” The 
trader's' views ſeem to centre BS cordon emolument; 


and, though he is highly ben to the community, 


it ſeems not from intention; on the contrary, he ap- 
pears ever ready to take advantage of it without in- 
Jury to his character, and conſequently to his intereſt; 

Vet it muſt be confeſſed, that, in our commercial 

country, and in the preſent age, the mercantile orders 

have frequently ſhewn' themſelves truly honourable aud 

enlightened ; and he would act imprudently and ridi- 

culouſly, who ſhould flig 3 opportunity of in. 

troducing his ſon to a ſucceſsful merchandiſe, merely 

becauſe it has not been held fo liberal as the profeſſion 

of him who ftarves with a doctor's degree. 

All the occupations of life are found to have their 


advantages and diſadvantages admirably adapted to 


preſerve the juſt equilibrium of happineſs, This we 
may confidently 'affert, that, whatever ate the incon- 


veniences of any of them, they are all preferable to a 


life of inaction; to that wretched liſtleſſneſs, which is 
conſtrained to purſue pleaſure as a buſineſs, and by 
rendering it the object of ſevere and unvaried attention, 
deſtroys its very effence. | P3690 
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therefore deſtroyed by him, ſeem to have an in- 
ſtinctive knowledge of their enemy, and avoid his ap- 


. 


proven before they can have experienced his power or 


is contrivance. Man likewiſe poſſeſſes a counteracting 


inſtiact, which leads him to the receſſes of the foreſt, 
and bears him with alacrity through all the dangers and 
fatigues of a chace. | | 

This inſtinct was neceſſary to his ſubſiſtence, as well 
as defence, in the ſavage ſtate; for the prey that he 
caught was his only food. Implanted in his conſti- 


tution, 


Ate ALS that are hurtful to man, and are 
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tation, it continues to operate with great force, eren 
when he is advanced to à ſtate in Which his wants are 
ſupplied by the inventions of civiliſed life. 
In our country, where every improvement of life is. 
carried to an exalted' height, the infſtin& of the 
hunter is certainly not obliterated by the new N | 
ties ſuperinduced in a ftate of civilization. There is 
ſcarcely an individual of thoſe who are not refined to , 
uncommon degree, who delight not in the fp rts, 
of the field. The rich muſt not flatter themſelves 
with an idea that their taſte is peculiar td themſelves ; 
for there is really no taſte more vulgar, and more pre- 
ralent among the loweſt orders, thafl the taſte for de- 
troying noxious animals, protected by the legiſlature 
for the amuſement of the wealthy, The mechanic 
leaves, without remorſe, the employment which is to 
ſupport himſelf and his family, to follow the Eſquire | 
in the chace of a ſox, and would rather ſhoot a phea- 
{ant or inſnare a trout, than earn a guinea. The plee 
with which he recounts the adventures of the purſuit, . 
proves it to be a pleaſure congenial to his heart. 
A wiſe politician, who did not wiſh to monopoliſe 
the delights of the chace, would encourage this natural 
propenſity among the vagabond and the unemployed. 
For beſides its utility in the deſtruction of vermin, it 
tends to infuſe a ſpirit, a hardineſs, and a ſubtilty, 
well ſuited to 100 ſuch perſons for the dangers and 
the hardſhips, the contrivances and the ſtratagems, of 
2 naval and military life. A man who is excluded 
from more liberal employments by the lowneſs of his 
lation, may render himſelf a uſeful member of ſociety 
by catching moles and hares, rats and foxes, _ | 
But it is really no lefs ridiculons than lamentable, 
that the heir to an eftate, the man of education, ſhould _ 
forego the honours and pleaſures of ſocial, civil, and 
literary exertions, merely to enjoy the delight of join- 
ing a pack of hounds in the deſtruction of a helpleſs 
animal. Vet the truth is, this inſtinct, as I venture to 
cll it, operates with great violence among thoſe whoſe 
opportunities for improvement a enable them to 
lubdue every lefs laudable relic of ſavage — 
. F hn 
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The nobles. of our land, whoſe example might have 
a ſalutary influence in diſſeminating every uſeful qua- 
lity, are ſometimes deſtitute of all ideas of excellence 
beyond the ſphere of a ſtable. They indeed, indulge 
their propenſities of this kind without controul. 11 
laws are on their ſide, and the poor man is prevented 
from deſtroying the vermin that fattens on his ſubſtance, 
The game-laws are, however, confeſſed by thoſe who 
enact them, to be a diſgrace to an enlightened age. At- 
the ſame time that they infringe on liberty, they 
argue a very conſiderable degree of barbariſm. 

The love of rural ſports, with all their appendages 
of horſes, dogs, add jockies, is at preſent carried fo 
far, that the gentleman by birth labours to lower him- 
ſelf to the rank of a huntſman, and even dreſſes him- 
ſelf in the garb of an oſtler. It would not, in the pre- 


ſent day, be ſurpriſing to meet a privy-counſellor. or a 


judge in the exterior of a whipper- in. | | 
1 why ſhould they be cenſured ? fp the pre- 
tender to ſuperior reaſon. Is a man leſs hone 
learned, according to any difference. in his -dreſs? 
It is certain that, if the world were filled with philo- 
ſophers, it would be a circumſtance of little moment. 
But every thing that lowers the great in the eyes of 
the vulgar, injures ſociety by diſturbing the ſettled 


climax of ſubordination, The vulgar. are awed into 


ſubmiſſion by no methods ſo effectually, as by a reſpect- 
able outſide. Were a clergyman, for inſtance, to aſ- 
cend the pulpit in the dreſs of a jockey, ſuch a dreſs 
as ſome are ſeen to wear on the week-days, he might 
ſpeak with the tongue of an angel, and yet be dun 

garded. His appearance, even on other occaſions, in 
the livery of a ſportſman, though it may make him 


paſs for a knowing one, and recommend him to his 


patron, will degrade him among his pariſhioners, and 
render his order contemptible. | 

The influence of dreſs on manners is conſiderable, 
though not much attended to by the moraliſt. Horace 
indeed relates, that when Eutrapelus wiſhed to do ar 
one an injury, he gave him fine clothes. The caule 
of an effe& thus produced in the diſpoſition 3 a 
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ternal habit, is, that the mind inſenſibly adopts ſome- 
thing of the character it perſonates. There is a natu- 
ral love of congruity, which inſenſibly cauſes the beha- 
viour to correſpond with the dreſs. He who aſſumes all 
the externals of low life, will ſoon exhibit proofs of 
internal abaſement. If the peer condeſcends to ſpend 
his days in ,a' ſtable, and to dreſs like his groom, he 
will ſoon differ from him in thoſe circumſtances alone 
which tender his . degeneracy more conſpicuous and 
deteſtable. It will not be thought calumny to aſſert, 
that our own times have exhibited ſome melancholy ex- 
amples of this diſgraceful humiliation. | 

A taſte for-the-pleaſures of the race is indeed juſtified 
by the example of a moſt refined people. ' Bur the 
Greeks, it is imagined, did not adopt it as affording 
an opportanity for gaming. In our age and nation, 
it is warmly patroniſed by the illuſtrious and noble, 
not from liberal but mean views; and it is frequented 
by thoſe infernal wretches, whoſe profeſſion it is to 
take advantage of their ſuperiors folly. , And theſe, 
by a ſtrange event, are admitted to familiarity with 
the great, whoſe wealth they pillage, and whoſe prin- 
ciples they corrupt. The ſtand, or gallery at a horſe- . 
race, has been very juſtly likened to a Pandzmonium. 
| Rural ſports, alſo, - when not purſued with an atten- 
tion greater than their importance will admit, nor as 
the buſineſs of life, afford a healthy and a manly re- 
laxation. But when all the circumſtances which re- 
late to them are conſidered with a ſeriouſneſs, and -pur- 
ſued with an ardour, which momentous buſineſs only 
can juſtify, the moraliſt cannot help lamenting that 


ſo much uſeful induftry is miſplaced. When they lead 


the rich and liberal into company and occupations 
which degrade their dignity, he cannot but expreſs an 
indignant ſentiment. He ſees with regret, at a time 
when national virtue is particularly required, ſome of 
thoſe who have moſt influence in a nation, totally en- 
gaged with dogs, horſes, and grooms. = 
To value a noble animal for its uſe, to admire it 
for its beauty and ſwiftneſs, to love it for its generous 
* 7 the ſervice of ma is natural and A pn” 
Vol. I. | t 
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It is indeed the mark of an amiable diſpoſſtion, to ob- 
ſerve and to be pleaſed with the manners and ation 
of the poor animals whom nature has ſubjected to Gur 
command. If fidelity and generoſity are lovely us. 
lities, the and the horſe have a whar claim to 
a ſhare of affection. But they who cireumſeribe their 
| ideas within the verge of a ſtable, who prefer the 
company of their irrational animals to the ſociety of 
a fellow. creature, ſeem to be in danger of gradually 
aſſimilating with the nature of their beaſts, and of ac. 
quiring a degree of brutal ferocit .. hin 
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No. LV. on THE VANITY AND FOLLY. or 
DEPARTING FROM OUR PROPER SPHERS To 
BECOME AUTHORS AND, ORATORS,  WITH- 
OUT PREVIOUS AND men PREPA« 
RATION, ; * Nair 


_—_ 


T has been obſerved, that the writer who declaims 

| againſt vanity, is probably, at the ſame time, under 
its influence. There are however ſome ſpecies of va- 
nity, which, in compariſon with others, are not only 
excuſable, but almoſt euere, The vanity of wiſh- 
ing to appear in print, when on who entertains 
je has been well — and e from the neceſ- 
fity of attention to any particular buſineſs for his ſup- 
port, frequently operates as a ſtimulus to induſtry, and 
induſtry ſeldom fails of becoming, in ſome mode or 
other, beneficial, If he, who is really a fludent by 
rofeſion, feels an ambition to become an author, 
though he ſhould fail through the defect of his abili- 
ties, yet he cannot be ſaid to have acted out of cha- 
raQter ; neither does it often happen, that the time and 
attention, which he has given to his work, is ruthous 
to himſelf or family: for ſtudy is his employment, 
and he has been labouring in his vocation. He hes 
innocently amuſed, and perhaps improved: pron 
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b- WH tough | unable t communicate with ſucceſs theſe ad- 
ms vantages to others.” His vanity 127 be pardoned, 


ut though the fruits of it cannot be praiſed, _ T LOR) 
na. But it is common in this age to find traders, and 
to wen manufacturers of a very ſubordinate rank, fo faſ- 
eir cinated with the brilliancy of literary fame, or ſo over- 


the run with what has been called the itch of ſeribbling, 
vat they devote that time and thought to tagging 

wretched rhymes, or penning. paltry proſe, Which 
ought to be ſpent in providing food and cloathing for 
themſelves and their families. * 
The unfortunate man, who bas once contracted this 
lamentable diſtemper, immediately feels an averſion for 
his trade or manual employment. He conſiders him- 
ſelf as a great natural genius, who has been brought 

by his injudicious parents to a buſineſs. far beneath 
him, and for which he is totally unfit. He is too de- 
licate for hard or diſagreeable labour, and too volatile 
for the phlegmatic employment of a counter or a count- 
ing-houſe, But it ig a certain truth, that we ſeldom _ 
ſucceed in the mode of life which we do not love; 
and diſtreſs of every kind is the certain couſequence of ' 
this miſplaced 1nduſtry. | 

I wiſh the literary trader or mechanic to conſider, 
how very much out of character a ſtudent by profeſſion 
would appear, were he to invade the province of the. 
workſhop, and to lay down the pen and the book for 
the chiſel or the hammer, or the laſt, or the needle; or 
the trowel. He would ſucceed but ill in his ſtudies, 
- if he choſe to ſpend his time at the counter and in the 


— 


warehouſe, inftea4 of the library; and the trader and 
er mechanic may aſſure themſelves, that, notwithſtanding 
by the flattering ſuggeſtions of their own vanity, they | 
107, | 


uſually appear ng leſs abſurd, and ſucceed no leſs un- 
happily, in writing verſes, than the ſtudent would in 
naking a ſhoe, or retailing cheeſe and haberdaſhery.. _ 
This unhappy rage for waſting paper is not only at- 
tended with the loſs of fame, but of money. The 
materials neceflary for printing, and the modes of an- 
nouncing the important N to the public, are 
unavoidably attended with conſiderable expence; and, 


: 


das! the ſale iy uſually ſo inconfiderable as ſcarcely to 
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pay for the wear of pens, and the conſumption of ink. 
But it is really lamentable to ſee that money unnecel. 
ſarily expended on paper and print, which ought to g0 
to butchers, bakers, brewers, and chandlers, I gan- 
not help thinking it a benevolent action, when the pe- 
riodical publications treat productions, Which originate 
from ſuch authors, with ſarcaſm and ridicule, Though 
the laſh of criticiſm may make the ſimple culprit ſmart 
for a little while, it may have a molt beneficial effect 
on him, 'in ſaving him and his family from ſtarving. 
A mercantile or mechanical author ſwelled with fan- 
cied importance, and neglecting his buſineſs in purſuit 
of literary fame, would furniſh no bad topic for the- 
atrical ridicule. Indeed, any effeftual method of ex- 
ploding a folly, which is ſo pregnant with miſery in 
rivate life, is greatly deſirable ; and no treatment can 
ſo effectual in ſuppreſſing what ogiginates in vanity, 
as that which mortifies it moſt, contempt and ridicule... 
But this literary madneſs of the trading and mecha- 
nical orders diſplays itſelf in various ſymptoms; If it 
produces many writers, I believe, it produces more ora- 
tors. They who cannot write, or at leaſt cannot ſpell, 
are more inclined to let their genius evaporate by the vo- 
lubility of the tongue than of the pen; by which method 
their defects in the ſcience of orthography are concealed 
in elegance and pathos of elocution. The ſubjects are in- 
variably politics and religion. If they can read, they 
derive political arguments from newſpaper eſlays, and 
religious from Bolingbroke, Tindal, and the reft of 
that low and contemptible ſet of u riters. If they can- 
not read, they ſucceed better ſtill ; for then the argu- 
ments muſt neceſſarily proceed from immediate in- 
ſpiration. The ſcene in which theſe rivals of Cicero 
and Demoſthenes chiefly ſhine, when they defend reli- 
gion, is in the fields near Bedlam ; and when they fight 
againſt church and ſtate it is in thoſe ſchools of oratory, 
which lately enabled London to vie with Athens. 
Now, I wiſh I could prevail on thoſe redoubtable 
rhetoricians to be hearers as well as ſpeakers, and to 
liſten to a very powerful and pathetic ſpecies of oratory, 
the cries and diftreſs of a family at home, reduced to 
a ftate of ſtarving, while the orator, inſtead of mg 
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ſoals and heelpieces, or vending ſmall wares, is diſ- 
g nonſenſe on an audience of fools, who muſt be 

even more fooliſh than himſelf, if they are able to liſten 
to him with patience. 8 1 
To all writers and orators, who might be much more 
uſefully and honourably employed at the anvil or the 
loom, in the ſhop or the counting-houſe, I will re- 
tommend the conſideration of how many requiſites are 
neceſſary to form a diſtinguiſhed writer and a good 
orator. No man can communicate what is valuable to 
others, unleſs he has himſelf previouſly accumulated a 
lentiful ſtore. © A liberal education, and much read- 
ing and reflection, „ e to a competent ſhare of 
natural ability, can alone enable a writer to produce 
what may deſerve the attention of a poliſhed age. More 
leiſure than can fall to the lot of thoſe who live by 
mercantile or manual induſtry, is neceffary to attain 
an eminence in literature. And with reſpect to the 
oratory which ſome of the lower orders are fo fond of 
affecting, it is uſually a habit of vain and. noiſy bab- 
bling, little diſſimilar to the ravings of madneſs, 
and not unfrequently leading to it. I have myſelf ſeen 
the dreadful effects of methodiſtical enthuſiaſm./ Many 
an honeſt taylor or ſhoemaker. has turned preacher, and 
harried himſelf, and many of this hearers, into abſo- 
lute lunacy. And even that kind of ſpeechifying, 
which ſome perſons in the mercantile walks of life are 
ſo fond of diſplaying in clubs, committees, and aſſoci- 
ations, often tends to no other purpoſe but to waſte 
time, and fill the ſpeaker with @- ſelf-conceit, which 
ſometimes terminates in his ruin, by giving his ambi- 
tion a wrong direction. I am well aſſured, that a miſ- 
placed attention to letters, and a fooliſh vanity in 
ſcribbling in newſpapers and periodical repoſitories, 
has contributed greatly to increaſe the number of ad- 
vertiſements in the London Gazette. {43d 
Nothing can be more laudable than that merchants, 
traders, and mechanics, ſhould fill up their intervals. 
of leiſure in reading books adapted to their various 
taſtes, abilities, and previous improvements, But they 
muſt be cautious, leſt the charms of literary purſuits 
operate upon them in ſuch a manner as to bring on 
. M 3 that 
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that fatal diſtemper, the ſcribbling itch, or the 
of oratory. The manuſcripts which they, hould . 2 
light in compoſing ſhould be day- books, led gers, bills, 
and letters to correſpondents, and their rhetoric ſhould ) 
_ - Chiefly be diſplayed behind the counter. | be more | 
of theſe the better; but when figures give place to 
rhymes, and poſting to proſing, beware of a commiſſion 
tf bankrupt. ESE ao ne e454: ate 

The evil which I endeavour to remove is really a 
ſericus one, The ſcribbler or prater may be a 
very good man; but his weakneſs, in this reſpeR, 
will probably involve him in miſeries which weakneſs 
alone cannot deſerve. His ill ſucceſs as an author, 
followed as it will be with flights, ridicule, and cen- 
ſure, muſt be to him a perpetual ſource of vexation. 
Thus his favourite purſuit terminates in diſappoint- 
ment, and his neceſſary purſuit, his trade or employ- 
ment, on which he depends for bread, fails to ſupply 
him, becauſe it is neglected, | | t | 

It is one of the beſt ornaments, as well bs the foreſt 
means of ſucceſs and happineſs, in all the branches of 
the mercantile life, to ſteady in an attention to 
what is called the main chance. Letters may form 
the amuſement of the trader, not his buſineſs, - But 
letters will ſoon be the buſineſs of his life, if he de- 
votes himſelf to compoſition, and learns to pant for 
literary fame. Letters, purſued within proper limits, 
will give his mind an — and prevent it from 
being contracted by a conſtant attention to luere ; but 
cultivated with the ardour and conſtancy of a profeſſed 
ſtudent, they ſeldom fail of bringing on a complication 
of diſtreſs, to which their ſatisſactions cannot be 4 
counterpoiſe. It would not be a bad rule, if mer- 
chants and manufacturers, who feel, an inclination to 
poetry, and other literary labours, were always to make 
a point of providing for their wives and daughters, be- 
fore they think of devoting themſelves, to thoſe fan- 
taſtic and extravagant miſtreſſes, Thalia, Melpomene, 
and their ſeven filters. | 
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T is no wonder that many fail in their employments 
and profeſſions, when it is conſidered by what ſlender 
and childiſi motives they are often ſixed in the purſuit, 
which is to continue for life. One boy admires a red 
coat and a cockade, or a pair of trowſers and a jacket, 
and therefore he will be a ſoldier or a ſailor. Another 
thinks it cannot but be a perpetual ſource of happineſs 
to live amidſt a profuſion of plums and ſugar, and 
therefore he will be a grocer. | An early and accidental 
aſſociation of ideas is formed, by which happineſs is 
united with ſome peculiar mode of life, a choice 
is made before reaſon or experience can poſſibly have 
ſuggeſted a cauſe for judicious preference. * 
The choice of boys at an early age is certainly too 

ul founded to direct their parents in fixing their future 

mode of life. What ſucceſs can be expected in a plan 
of conduct which originates in the whim-of an infant? 
A parent therefore muſt ſtudy the diſpoſition of his 
child, and endeavour to conform it to that profeſſion 
or trade, to which he has the beſt opportunity of intro- 
ducing him with advantage. The young mind may 
be moulded like wax; with a due degree of ſkill, to 
almoſt any figure, 4 1 
In an inſular country like ours, where a great part of 
the commodities conſumed by the people are im ported, 
trade muſt of neceſſity conſtitute the employment of 
the majority. I conſider it therefore of very great con- 
ſequence, that particular inſtructions ſhould be adapted 
to young perſons, whoſe lives are to be ſpent in-the en- 
gagements of commerce. They are uſually fixed at 
the deſk and the counter, at ſo early an age as almoſt 
to exclude all inſtruction, but that which relates to the 
confined views of one particular occupation. Were L 
to offer advice to a: young man in for the com- 
| M4 - mercial. 
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mercial walk, I would addreſs him in-#. manner ſome. 
what ſimilar to the. following. It is impoſſible that 
what I ſay ſhould be exactly accommodated to all cir- 
cumſtances and ſituations; but yet it may ſuggeſt to 
all ſuch hints as are capable of improvement and par- 
ticular application. | BO 7 
The wiſdom of our anceſtors has. preſcribed, that 
* ſeven years ſhall be ſpent in learning the exerciſe of 
<<. a trade or a mechanical art. This, like many other 
<< of their inſtitutions, which the vanity of the preſent 
age is apt to deſpiſe, is founded on ſubſtantial rea- 
«« ſons. Suppoſing you to begin at fourteen, ſeven | 
years bring you to the age of twenty-one ; a period, 
% at which it is quite early enough to aſſume the li- 
© berty of manhocd. Nor indeed can thoſe habits be 
formed with certainty, which are to continue dur- 
« ing life, in a ſhorter ſpace. „ M 
„Seven years, however, it muſt be confeſſed, are 
« very conſiderable portion of life at any age, and 
% particularly valuable in the vernal ſeaſon, when the 
« ſeeds of every amiable and uſeful quality are to be 
„ ſown and cultivated. You will therefore be parti- 
«<. cularly careful to employ it in a conſtant application 
* to uſeful purſuits. | AC... ; 
„% The knowledge of your particular buſineſs will 
« claim, after your moral and religious duties, your 
« firſt and longeſt attention. Be not afraid of incur- 
«© ring among your companions the appellation of 2 
« dull cit or a ſpiritleſs plodder. Such names are uſu- 
* ally the poor conſolations of thoſe, who envy the 
* happineſs which muſt attend the propriety of your 
* conduct. Proceed therefore in the regular perform- 
e ance of your duties, animated by the approbation of 
„ your own heart, and of your friends and ſuperin- 
s tendants, and deſpiſing that ridicule which origi- 
* nates only in malice, though it has been ſufficiently 
„ powerful to ruin many. I need not inform you, 
« that writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, and all che 
«« particular myſteries, as they are called, of your par- 
« ticular occupation, will leave you little time for in- 
&« action. The leſs, indeed, the better. Vice and 


«© miſery are almoſt the certain conſequences of your 
| «c not 
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« not knowing how to employ your time Greg 


« cities, where commerce is chiefly: carried on, abound 
« with temptations,” and few are found more ſrequently 
„ in the haunts of debauchery and diſſipation - than 
« clerks and apprentices. hes wars 31 . TR 


« Since however it is impoſlible but that you ſhould. 


« have ſome leiſure, I ſeriouſly recommend it to- 
« you to acquire a taſte for good books; I ſay good. 
„books, for you may injure your mind, and ruin 
« your fortune, by an indiſcriminate and improper 
choice. The readers in your Way of life ſeldom 

« read any thing but novels, plays, and licentious- 
productions of every-ſpecies. Beſides that theſe have 
« a tendency to corrupt the morals of young men in ge- 
« neral, they have uſually an influence peculiarly hurt-- 
ful on the mind of the young trader; for they almoſt- 
« invariably repreſent the eſſential virtues of à trader, 
« ſuch as honeſty, ſobriety, punctuality, and induftry, . 
« as contemptible and ridiculous. The very name and: 
character of a trader appear in them in a low and 
« vulgar light. The object held out as a model for 
« imitation is uſually ſome diſſipated rake, who, with. 
« every, vice and unfortunate failing which tends to- 
„ make himſelf miſerable, and to — a parent's- 
« heart, is repreſented as a-fine ſellow, and as the ob- 
« ject of love and/admiration. 1 1 f 


n 


Let me intreat you to ſummon reſolution enough 


« to avoid ſuch reading till your judgment is mature, 
your paſſions regulated, and your principles formed. 
« If you have been fortunate enough to have acquired 
a little knowledge of the claſſics at your ſchool, 
8 E and improve it. Read and reflect upon the 
* hiſtories of Greece, Rome, and your own country. 
There are books of morality in the Bngliſh language 
as full of entertainment for a mind unvitiated as any, 


© novel. 1 


« A takte-for-goed beoks vill Marg a- Happy influence: 


* on your temper, and will tend to ſecure your con- 
% duct, web by. filling up» your time innocently, 
but by ſuggeſting to your mind wiſe rules and uſeful 

* maxims, They will teach you to know! yourſelf 
* and your ſituation; and to ſet a juſt value on thoſe- 
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things which ignorant avarice and ambition pur 

* with reſtleſs avidity, and at the ſame time without 
Deny genuine enjoyment. They will enlarge your 
views, and give you a liberality of ſentiment and 
«c manners. If you attend ſolely to the means of get- 
ting money, your mind will gradually become nar. 

«row. Vou will confider money as the only good, 
«© Your eyes and your heart will be ſhut to all thoſe 
% other objects of delight, with which the God of 
„ nature has profuſely furniſhed the reſidence of his 
favourite creature. This is an enlightened age; and 
<< the man of fortune, but illiberal mind, muſt be pi- 
„ tied, deſpiſed, and negleted, He will find few 
«« affociates, but among thoſe who are as vulgar az 
„ him/elf, and whoſe riches, if they poſſeſs riches, 
cannot render them ref ble. But moderation is 
« neceſſary in that which is laudable, and while I re- 
„% commend to you an attention to letters, I muſt re- 
«© mind you, that they are only to form pour recre- 
% ation and not your buſineſs. Be contented with 
„% reading, Beware of ſcribbling verſes when you ought 
44 2 your accounts. A little applauſe 
« be on your-rhymes may be your ruin. It may 
*c give your ambition a wrong object, and lead you 
«« aftray, like the dancing vapour of a miſty evening. 
«© Becautious of raiſing your ideas above your fituation. 
Dare to be what you really are; and, if you think 
% your fituation and character require to be elevated 
« and adorned, elevate and adorn them yourſelf by ex- 
« emplary behaviour, If you wiſh to become reſpect- 
able, you will ſucceed by raiſing the ſphere in which 
you are placed, but not by ſhewing, that you think 
«« it too humble for a perſon of your exalted ideas. 

«© You muſt beware of entertaining too early the 
< fatal affectation of ſhining as a fine gentleman and 2 
« man of pleaſure, To ſupport theſe characters, ſup- 
<< poſing conſiſtent with innocence, a fund of 
% money is abſolutely neceflary, It can be procured 
« only by importuning and offending a parent, by 
* incurring debt, or by fraudulent practices ; each of 
„ which methods is almoſt a certain ſource of ruin and 
% infamy. Add to this, that he who is always 5 


we # 


0 mg 1 1 ann 


FEES > 


3827272 p85 


No. 366. M O0 R A E, . | £51 


« ing his perſon, and frequenti tres, aſſemblies, 
and public gardens; will be ſo over-run with folly _ 
„% and: vanity; that no room will be left for the ſolid - 

« yirtues of the ſober citizen.” Before the expiration 
« of his apprenticeſhip, he will probably grow fick of. 
« his trade, get an enki „if his father can afford 
1% to purchaſe one, and, if not, turn ſtrolling player, 
« and at laſt, inſtead of becoming an aldermam or a 


„ een degenerate to an infa- 
er. 4 $4L2 3-45 


mn mous Winder. * 


«« I conſider the manner in which-a Sunday is ſpent 
in a great city, by the young men who are trained 
« to trade and merchandize, as a matter of the higheſt 
« conſequence to their happineſs. The maſter and 
« miſtreſs of the family are then uſually at their- 
« country-houſe, or engaged in ſome rural excurſion.. 
« There is no reſtraint and no amuſement at home.“ 
„The apprentice or clerk is glad to make uſe of 
« his liberty, and to fly from the ſolitude of a deſerted: 
« houſe. Parties of pleaſure are formed; improper- 
„ and even vicious connections made; and the 4 
„young man often dates his teſt misfortunes from- 
« that day, the inſtitution of which was to- 
©« increaſe-the virtue and happineſs of mankind, Part. 
«* of the day may be very reaſonably and uſefully de- 
'« voted to innocent relaxation; but let that part con- 
« ſiſt of the intervals between divine ſervice, or of 
„that which remains at its conclufion, Sunday af-- 
« fords a fine opportanity for indulging an inclinatiom 
for reading; and I have no doubt, but that, after 
« few hours Tpent in this decent and profitable man- 
ner, there would be more pleaſute than id galloping 
along the city-· road, and driving a high phactag to- 
Richmond or to Windſor. E | 


+ I haverbeen thus * pure in ſuggeſting advice- 
you for the conduct of an — 


good conduct during that dangerous period is a very 
« promiſing — . future ſucceſs. I make uſe off 
« the word Apprenticeſhip,. though I know that many 
are introduced to the ſuperior: houſes of merehandias 
„without the form of indentures, and without a li- 
« mited term of preparation. But whatever time is 
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„ ſpent in preparation, and whether it is ſpent at the 
counter or at the deſk, the hints which I have 
* thrown out may, I hope, be ſometimes ſeryiceable. 
If they ſaye but one out of a thouſand from ruin, 
| „I ſhall be amply repaid. it en 
b I will add but one more rule, and that ſhall be x 
; general one, Learn to place a due value on the 
«© plain and homely qualities of common honeſty, 
| «« punQuality, diligence, and ceconomy.. Were theſe 
| | „ purſued with half the, ardour with Which the.graces 
«« ate courted, and the vices adopted, there would be 
„fewer bankrupts than there are, notwithſtanding the 
American war. Bad times are indeed injurious to 
| «< commerce, and ſo alſo are bad manners in the con- 
*© ductors of it. When both are combined in a re- 
„ markable degree, it is not to be wondered, that 
« there are complainings in our ſtreets... _ 4 
„Wich a mind enlightened and enlarged by p 
. education, and a heart furmſhed with ſound principles, 
„ «« if you have fair opportunities, you will not often fail. 
4 *© You will probably riſe to that honourable character, 
a Britiſh merchant, who has acquired opulence with 
«© unſhaken integrity, and who is able to enjoy and 
« adorn it with a noble liberality.“ Ch. > 
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1 - profeſſed ſtudents of the art of pleaſing, uſu- 
ally poſſeſs ſome qualities, which, when ſeen in 
= thc.r true light, and without the varniſh of deceit, ate 
* peculiarly unpleaſing. Indeed, the very motive which 
urges them to ſtudy this celebrated art, is in itſelf moſt 
odious, as it conſiſts of a defire to ſerve themſelves 
alone, at the expence of every virtue connected with 
ſincerity, and by making thoſe the dupes. of their arti- 
fice, whoſe honeſty has rendered them as unſuſpecting 
as they are amiable, = 06 AREA * 
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We all love ourſelves, indeed, ſufficiently well; but 
he who labours indiſeriminately to pleaſe every one 
with whom he converſes, however paradoxical the aſ- 
ſertion may appear, is uſually of all men the moſt 
ſelfiſh. A fincerely good and benevolent man will 
ſtudy to ſerve and to pleaſe men, in proportion as 
they may deſerve his attention, and as they may be 
leaſed and ſerved conſiſtently with truth and honeſty. 
Fe will be the friend of individuals but always more 
a friend to truth than to any particular man. He will ſtu- 
dy to pleaſe, where he can doit without deceit, and with- 
out meanly ſacriſicing the liberty of a man, and accommo- 
dating his own opinions to the opinions of any com- 
pany to which may introduce him. But the 
mere man of this world has learned to conſider truth 
and ſincerity. as words only; ſuch indeed as may, on 
ſome occaſions, facilitate the practice of his art, but 
muſt never injure, what is ſuperior in his idea to all 
conſiderations, his own intereſt. 
This ſort of perſons is ſkilled to aſſume the ap- 

nce of all virtues and all qualities; but 
their favourite maſk is univerſal evolence. And 
the reaſon why they prefer this diſguiſe to all others is, 
that it tends moſt effefually to conceal its ſite, 
2 is indeed their true character, an univerſal ſelf- 
ihneſs. | | | | A N 
It is a maxim with them, that as there is no indivi- 
dual who may not, in the viciſſitudes of human affairs, 
have an opportuuity of ſerving or injuring them, there 


is none whoſe favour they ought. not to court. They 


are therefore univerſally affable and obliging. So con- 
deſcending are they, that one would almoſt imagine; 
that they are totally exempt from pride; but after 
they have treated you with the moſt inſinuating fami- 
liarity, ſhould you happen to meet them in the com- 

y of your ſuperiors, it is probable they will not 
now you, and, if you venture to accoſt them, will 
beg the favour of your name. When they have any 
favour to aſk of you, or are accidentally in your com- 
pany where you happen to be the principal perſon, 
they admire, flatter, and ſhew you all poſſible atten- 
uon; but meet them ſoon afterwards at a public 5 
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of reſort, arm in arm with a lord, and they will paf 


cloſe by you, and never ſee you. They either look 


ſtrait forwards, or they are engaged in laughing at 

lord's jeſt, or they really forget you. Whatever ig 

cauſe, their hats remain on their heads, and you en- 
deavour to catch their eye in vain, You then begin to 
ſee, that theſe prodigiouſly agreeable, affable, clever; 
obliging gentlemen, are no more than mean, unprin- 
cipled, ſelfiſh, and ſycophantic deceivers. EY 
If you were to judge of them by their drefs, appear. 
ance, equipage, and converſation, you would imagine 
theſe agreeable men to be generous as well as agreeable. 
But, in truth, their generofity extends only to them- 
ſelves, and their expences conſiſt chiefly in providing 


matters of external oftentation. Theſe they find con- 


ducive to the great end in view, the attracting notice, 
and making advantageous connections. Aſter all their 
boaſts, they are uſually hard and extortionate in their 
bargains with the honeſt tradeſmen who fopply neceſ- 
faries; they ſeldom heſitate at any mode of getting or 
faving money while it can be kept clandeftine; and, 
though they are profuſe at a watering- place, they are 
often contemptibly penurious among their poor neigh- 
bours, and at their own tables. They play at cards, 
at which they are great adepts, and therefore prodigt- 
ouſly clever and agreeable men; but though they 
clare the contrary, they play for gain rather than di- 
verſion. With all their vanity, love of ſhow, love of 
pleaſure, and love of diſſipation, they are alſo moſt 
powerfully actuated by the love of money- ; 
Self-regard,. indeed, is evidently the principle of all 
their conduct. They appear in their own- eyes of vaſt 
magnitude, and confider the reſt of mankind as inſtru- 
ments, which they may manage, with a little cunning. 
fo as to render them ſubſervient to their o, pleaſure: 
or to profit. They do indeed too often ſucceed, and. 
raiſe themſelves to fortunes and reputation by deluding 
the ſimple and inconſiderate. They are therefore often 
ed as truly wiſe, and not unfrequently pointed. 
out as models for imitation. ' 231 Wilts 
But I cannot help thinking, that however they are 
admired, 1 whatever ſucceſs they may obtain, they 
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are both deſpicable and unhappy. By ſervilely ering- 
ing to all, and eſpecially” to the great, without — 
ing to perſonal deſerts and characters, they render 
themſelves, in effect, abſolute flaves, and their minds 
ſoon contract all the meanneſs of ſlavery. Such mean- 
neſs is certainly rages to nor can IT conceive that 
ſuch ſla very, with any fortune or connections whatever, 
can by any means be capable of manly enjoyment. 
Liberty, independence, and a conſciouſneſs of having 
ated uprightſy, will render a ſtate of indigence ſweet ; 
and the want of them muſt embitter the envied bleſſings 
of rank and opulence. Providence has, indeed, ſo or- 
dered it, for the ſake of promoting the important 
ends of ſociety, that they, who live to ſelf. intereſt and 
ſelf. love, exclufively of all ſocial regards, ſhould be 
diſappointed in their * Immoderate ſelfiſhneſs, 
like all other greedy diſpoſitions, ſacrifices the preſent 
for that future enjoyment which never arrives to mortal 
man. But the ſelfiſhneſs of.the mere man of the world 
has this aggravation, that it leads to the neglect of 
ſome of the moſt amiable virtues, and to the commiſ- 
ſion of crimes of the blackeſt dye. So that the charac- 
ter J have delineated is incompatible with a good con- 
ſcience ; and without a good conſcience, what a phan- 
tom is all human bliſs? After all the triumphs of 
worldly wiſdom, and the con t in which ſimpli- 
city is held, I am convinced, that it is far better to be 
the deceived than the deceiver s. rt | 
At the ſame time it is certainly right to warn young 
men of the deceits 'of the world, and teach them not 
raſhly to believe, that thoſe characters are moſt excel- 
lent which appear moſt plauſible. I would briefly ad- 
viſe them, whenever they ſee a man remarkably ſtudi- 
ous of external appearances, devoted to the graces of 
dreſs and addreſs, pretending great friendſhip and ge- 
rd for perſons whom he'never ſaw before, promiſing 
berally, perpetually ſmiling, and aways 
to beware of counterfeits, for ſuch are abroad. 


No. 


90 4 i det eh 
No. LVIII. on TRE FOLLY or | DENYING 

THAT HOMER Has FAULTS, 'StNct” its 
' BEAUTIES ARE such AS. PREVENT. His 
FAULTS FROM BECOMING DISGUSTEUL, 
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| RITICISM has. been often employed in il: 
* luſtrating the beauties of authors who need not 
the illuſtration. The excellent productions of genius 
are immediately felt by all who poſſeſs ſenſibility. 
To thoſe who do not, it is to little purpoſe that eluci- 
dations are addrefled. Writers who copy from nature, 
will find admirers among thoſe to whom nature Has 
given the noble privilege of feeling all that is capable 
of affecting humanity, and will readily forego the at- 
tention of readers, who muſt be taught by the inſtruc- 
tions of art, to underſtand thoſe exceHencies which 
were formed to be felt and taſte. — 
Tn reading Homer, every ſenſible mind feels itſelf 
animated with a warmth approaching to enthuſiaſm. 
A vivacity of expreſſion, a ſonorous language, an un- 
deſcribable fire, the very eſſence of genius, rouſe and 
gratify all the nobler affections of the human breaſt; 
At the ſame time, a ſweet ſimplicity calls forth the milder 
emotions of love and eſteem, while the more elevatef 
paſſages produce the juſt effect of real ſublimity. 
Such is. the ſympathetic glow, which the reader ac - 
ires in the peruſal of Homer, that he forgets thoſe 
efe&ts which are diſcoverable,. by a very ſmall ſhare of 
critical ſagacity. The conſtant recurrence of the ſame 
epithets, and the repeition of the ſame lines, however 
they may be palliated by the undiſtiaguiſhing partiality 
of editors and. tranſlators, are certainly faults. They 
proceeded from à. careleſſneſs, perhaps an indolence; 
which indeed is eaſily pardoned in genius; but at the 
ſame time it muſt be remembered, that what.admits of. 
pardon muſt be blameable.. = 
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q The illuſtrators of this mighty genius have incurred 
— juſt ridicule, in pointing out beauties never intended, 
| and in refining even blemiſhes into becoming graces. 


7 It is a truth "confirmed by daily experience, that an 
0 object, which has once fixed the affections, blinds the 
S judgments. Thus it happens in common life, thus too 
$ in the arts. Horace was a man of a truly elegant taſte, 


and no blind admirer. | He has ventured to 
| rounce, that Homer ſometimes nods : a truth, which 
8 his bigotted readers are very unwilling to allow. 
1 Homer's moſt verbal repetitions, and his coarſeſt lan- 
t guage, are repreſented as the effect of that ſimplicity, 
2 which, when it is genuine, is allowed to be his charac- 
teriſtical excellence. But they are ſurely inadequate 
judges of the merit of compoſitions, who know not 
8 to diſcriminate between rudeneſs and ſimplicity. x. 
: From the reluctance which the admiters' of Homer 
, have always ſhewn to confeſs the obvious fault of his 
. 


productions, it might perhaps have been concluded, 

that his beauties were too ſew to admit the avowal o 

a partial deformity; Vet the truth is, that, with all 

his imperfections on his head, he deſerves that admira- 
f tion which has been laviſhly paid to him by the {got 
| vice of mankind, His ſpots, like thoſe of the ſun, 
„ tow a common ſimilitude, are, loſt in ſurrounding 
ght. 0 an ener 
] 
| 


Every part of the Tliad glows with life, and none 
but ſuch as are totally devoid of that genius with 
which it abounds, can-pauſe long enough to be diſguſt- 
ed with minuter defects occaſioned by an attention to 

| beauties. Zoilus deſerved his fate. He attended only 
8 to the defects of Homer; but his fate has frightened 
8 ſucceeding critics, and induced them to deny the ex- 
| lerice of defects in the poet whom they admired, _. 
| [ repeat, that criticiſm is ſeldom ſo idly employed as 
when it illuſtrates the productions of ſelf-evident genius. 
| duch genius carries its own radiant light with it. Tt 
makes itſelf felt by its own native force, and bears all 
before it by an irreſiſlible momentum. | | 
The experience of ages has proved, that the excel - 
lences of Homer poſſeſs power over the human heart, 
wich might almoſt be called magical. His 4 
a uh 1 ave 
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have been wandering, up and down the wofld'during 2 
longer period than thoſe of any proſane vi wr 
e y profane wrizer of <q 
authenticity. Yet are there no books which-bave come 
down to us with ſo little injury from the hand of time. 
Very few interpolations, and ſcazcely any chaſms, are 
to be found in him. The cauſe of his "ſuperiority" in 
this reſpect is indiſputably, that he was always the ob- 
ject of Henke gr, that his verfes were not only 
in the libraries, but in the hands, in the memories, 
and in the mouths of all who poſſeſſed a taſte for poetry, 
and enjoyed opportunities for its cyltivation,: + 
In what conlifts this irrefiſtible charm,” this all- pow. 
erful influence? It is unqueſtionably a combination of 
all the fine qualities which genius can infuſe; and 
among theſe, if I may venture to advance the' opinion, 
the diction is the chief. The ſound is everywhere: an 
echo to the ſenſe,” the pauſes are varied with. the niteſt 
Judgment, both for the ; purpoſe of impreſſing the ded 
more forcibly, and of touching the ear with that me. 
lody, which, when duly 642 Faxe 3 is ca e of ex · 
citing in the mind the livelieſt emotions. Milton has 
left all modern writers far behind him in the judicious 
variation of his pauſe, -, Homer excels him and all 
others. To this unrivalled excellence of ajudicidus 
diſpoſition of the pauſes, Homer adds ſuch an artful 
Inverſion of words, as immediately directs the attention, 
and fixes the accent on the moſt important or fignificant 
expreſſion in the metrical period. He enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of a magnificent language, ſtill further, im- 
ved by commixture of the Ionic and all the other 
dialects. With ſuch materials, and ſuch ſkill, no 
wonder he has produced a work, which all; who can 
read ĩt with facility, read with pleaſure. "LIN 0) 
The beauties of language ariſe from two ſources; the 
ſelection of words and their collocation. Many writers 
have excelled in one of theſe beauties, and have been 
totally deficient in the other. Homer: has moſt bap- 
pily united them, and produced that powerful effect, 
which muſt ever reſult from their judicious com- 
bination. | 


To enlarge on the excellencies of Homer, after the 


repeated illuſtrations aud remarks of the moſt jogenions 
ines, 
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critics, ſeems ſuperfluous. He has been the idol of 
has been unanimous in his praiſe. The moderns have 
ſor the moſt part, fully entered into the feelin of 
the ancients, have acknowledged the juſtneſs of all 
their eulogia of Homer, and have added to the general 
acclamation. But though this is true, yet it is n 
certain, that in theſe times, and in ſome countries 0 
the continent, an attention to Homer has been diſcou- 
raged by thoſe to whom faſhion- has given influence. 
His manners, his ſentiments, his language, have been 
ſtigmatiſed, by the admirers of French refinement, as 
coarſe and vulgar, Cheſterfield has called his lan- 
guage porter-like. The veneration in which he has 
ever been held is inſolently attributed to that preju- 
dice, by which ſu al pretenders are diſpoſed to 
account for all the beſt 'and moſt amiable notions, 
which the world has long adopted in morals, in reli- 
gion, and in literature. | Fee 


It muſt not be deemed a judgment too ſevere, when vat 


we venture to ſuggeſt, that the modern Zoili often 
condemn that whach do. rot underſtand. It is 

bable, that many of them have never read Homer 

t in their own languages. It is certain, that ſome 
of the ſevereſt of them have. reaf him only in thoſe 
literal Latin interpretations, which are uſually” ſab _ 
joined in the common editions. From fuch poor re- 
preſentations, they can ſcarcely have a IT of 
the great Mzonian, than of the immenſe ocean from 
the view of a canal. 4s | LEED 

It is not to be doubted but that many, who are diſ- 
qualified from judgiig, both by the deficiency of their 
education and their idleneſs, frequently labour to 


bring into diſrepute thoſe ſtudies, with the nature of 


which they are totally unicquainted. - By Uint of ef- 
frontery and artifice, they often | ſucceed. © But Hberal 
ſcholars muſt wiſh, without any view to intereſt, that 
their attainments may be juſtly appreciated by their 
contemporaries, and will therefore exert themſelves ta 
counteract the diſingenuous attempts of thoſe, ho en- 
deavour to lower them and their purſuits in the eyes of 
mankind, 3.6: 3.33: ELLE 1945 * re 
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H E hiſtory of this illuſtrious writer includes a 
1 period of ſixty-three years, beginning about the 
middle of the fixteenth century, and clofing at the 
commencement of the ſeventeentn . 
Though his life was active, for he was preſidem 
of the parliament of Paris, yet he found time and 
attention to write -a very voluminous and circumſtantial 
hiſtory. He adds to the number of thoſe examples, 
which tend to prove, that a contemplative is compa- 
tible with a buſy life. Many of the moſt eminent 
writers have been engaged in public * 
have ſpent a great portion of their lives in voyages and 
travels undertaken on political affairs, and have only 
e that time for literary purſuits, which they 
natched from the anxious concerns of the cabinetand 

the field, Grotius, in an epiſtle to Thuanus, expreſſes 
a great * Hen of ſurpriſe, that the hiſtorian was able to 
compoſe ſuch a work amidſt a variety of public buſi- 
neſs. Thuanus might have expreſſed a reciprocal aſto- 
niſhment z for the very learned and voluminous Gro- 
tius was engaged in public life, and was ſent hy the 
court of Sweden ambaſſador to France. The powers 
of the human mind are indeed capable of an extenſion 
beyond what it is eaſy to conceive; and he who 18 
impelled by neceſſity to exert himſelf ſtren uouſſy and 
ſteadily, will ſoon be ſurpriſed at his own advancement. 
In a life of action and public employment, a thouſand 
incitements ariſe, which the ſolitary ſtudent never feels. 
The love of praiſe, the fear of diſgrace, the preſence 
of witneſſes, the glow excited by ſtrenuous \exertion, 
call forth all the latent energies of the ſpul, and ſli- 
mulate it to atchieve the moſt honourable undertakings. 
But difiidence, dejection of ſpirits, and habitual indo- 
lence, often preclude every efficient exertion of the 
p {edentary 
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ſedentary ſtudent, who lives and dies in the receſſes of a 
lbrar r. l eien d een ee 

The hiſtory of Thuanus | excites à great ſhare of 
ꝛeſpect immediately on entering on the peruſal of it. 


The ſolemn declaration, in which he calls God and 


men to witneſs, that he wrote his hiſtory for the glory 
of God, and the good of mankind, without reſent- 
ment or partiality; the ſtrong and repeated proteſtations 
that truth is his only guide, warmly intereſt the reader 
in his favour, and open his mind for the reception of 
al that follows. The very ſerious prayer, Which cloſes 
the firſt book, diſplays a _ reſpectable appearance of 
ſincerity and dignity. . And there is every reaſon to 
believe, that it proceeded from a mind ſincerely pious, 
and firmly reſolved to - propagate the truth, and the 
truth only, as far as human ſagacity could develope it. 

The ſtyle. has always been admired for its perſpi- 
cuity, except in its proper names. It is alſo, in its 
general tenour, truly elegant. It would have been 
uniformly beautiful, if the great author had given 
himſelf the trouble to expreſs the materials, which he 
received from others, in his own dition. Perhaps it 
aroſe from modeſty, and perhaps from indolence, that 
he inſerted the recitals which he received-from his cor- 


5 


reſpondents, or extracted from books, nearly in the 


words in which he found them. That part of his 
hitory, which relates to his own country, is allowed to 


be the beſt, The cauſe is obvious. The matter and 
the words were entirely his own. But though the ac- 


counts which he received from others are in a ſtyle un- 


equal to the compiler's, yet they are not barbarous, 
fortunately, he wrote at a time when the Latin was 
cultivated by all the ſcholars in Europe with indefati- 


gable diligence. In the Melange, d" Hiftoire et de Lite- 
M. de Vigneul 


rature, which paſs under the name 


Marville, but which were written by Dargonne, 


Thuanus is called the Livy of France; and the purity 
and eloquence of his ſtyle are ſaid to place him on a 
level with the beſt hiſtorians of Rome. National par- 
tiality may perhaps lead an ingenious critic to exag- 
gerate the praiſes of his countryman j but it is cer- 
. 8 tain, 
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Gothic, and ſerved only to diſguiſe the owners under 
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tain, that, if Thuanus does not equal, he approaches, 
in the excellencies of ſtyle, in dignity,” and in Nopi- 
ouſneſs, the beſt models of antiquity. Re 
One circumſtance has contributed to diminiſh the 
22 of his ſtyle, which he could not well avoid. 
odern names of places and of perſons muſt abound in 
a work of this kind, But modern names have in gene- 
ral a barbarous ſound. in à work written in Latin, 
They are, in truth, ſcarcely tolerable. Thuanus was 
ſenſible of it, and has therefore latinized them. Vet 
they ſtill retain ſomething of their uncouth ſound; and, 
what is worſe, have ſo far affected the perſpicuity of 
the work, as to have rendered it totally unintellipible 
to the greater part of its readers, without a perpetual 
loſſary. Thuanus did right in latinizing the names, 
ut he has taken too great liberties. He has totally 
diſguiſed them. Who but an Cfdipus could diſcern 
that Quadrigarius was the Latin name of Chartier, or 
Interamnas of  Entragues ? Deſmarets '1s/' tranſlated 
Paludanus; Dubois, Sylvius ; le Sieur de Selves, Fo- 
reſtus. Dargonne aſſerts, that our hiſtorian has tranſ- 
lated the proper name ſoly by the Latin Lepidus; but 
the editors obſerve that it is without foundation. The 
editors of the laſt ſine edition have taken care to ſu 
join in the margin the modern names of perſons and 
places with great fidelity; but ſtill it is unpleaſant 
to be often interrupted in the warmth of attention by - 
recurring to a gloſſary. T0 th 
All laudable predilections have been carried too far. 
Thus the preference for the ancients, which is undoubt- 
edly well founded, has led many modern writers, ei- 
pecially thoſe who flouriſhed at the revival of learn- 
ing, to change their Gothic names into words which 
had ſome reſemblance to Roman appellations z but 
which, at the ſame time, were neither Roman nor 


ſome barbarous combination of ſyllables with Latin ter- 
minations. In ſhort, the Gothiciſm of modern names 18 2 
great misfortune in the republic of letters; it confti- 
tutes a baſe alloy, which corrupts and ſullies the in- 
trinſic beauties of an elegant Latin ſtyle. * 
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of a place or perſon varied only in its termination, if 
raried at all; for the want of perſpicuity is a deſect, 
which no elegance can compenſate; ooo 
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OW EVER abſurd: the taſte of the age, writers 
of true genus will ſometimes find: means to ren- 
der themſelves conformable to it, and at the ſame time 
to claim the attention of a more ' enlightened period, 
Great ingenuity, though injudicioufly and trivially 
employed, will ever excite the curioſity of readers, who 
love to obſerve the operation of the human faculties 
mder the. influence of the various modes of jadging 
ind writing, which, at different periods, have pre- 
vailed in the world of letters. THE pf 
ln the age in which Joannes Audoenus, or John 
Owen, was born, the lower kinds of wit were univer- © 
ally reliſhed, Puns, conceits, and a wretched ſpecies 
of epigrams, had totally ſuperſeded that upaffeted* 
mode of expreſſion, which nature dictates, and which 
cannot fail to-pleaſe when nature is allowed to form a 
judgment. | Though the taſte for epi was uni- 
reral, unfortunately the general choice did not fall on 
Martial, Claſſical expreſſion was little ſtudied. Any 
vords which conveyed the idea with tolerable preeiſion, 
and which, in point of quantity, were admiffible into 
a hexameter or pentameter verſe, were ſure of reeep- 
ton, It muſt indeed be owned, that a very ſcrupulous” 
mention was not always paid even to the quantity. 
Upon the whole, it is certain, that he who has formed” 
limſelf upon claſſical models will often be diſguſted 
with the expreſſions of Owen and his coeval writers, 
u the ſame time that he is ſurpriſed and pleaſed by 
tte wit and jocularity of their ſentiments. He wi 
ind many thoughts, which, in the management” of a 
Martial, would have conſtituted epigrams of uncom- 


mon 


mon excellence, but Which, like a fine it in mo- 
dern drapery, has Joſt all freedom and grace by the 
Gothiciſm of. their diction. i ie 
The epigrams of Owen are ſo numerous as nearly to 
amount to two thouſand. In ſuch a number, it is to 
be concluded from experience, that ſonie will be good, 
others moderate, and the greater part of little or no 
merit. The great critic Rapin ſaid, chat it is 
ſufficient to have written one good epigram in the 
courſe of a life. His idea of a good epigram was per- 
haps too exalted. Owen has written many epigrams, 
which pleaſe and ſatisfy the moſt judicious reafer, and 
which therefore muſt. be allowed to deſerve the appel. 
lation of good. There is a great abundance of inge- 
nious thoughts in every part of his little volume, and 
there is an eaſe of verſiſication acquired and confirmed 
by long habit, which, in ſome degree, conceals the 
defect of unclaſſical language. There are alſo a few 
8 which are not defective in the heauties of 
Ee. | 305% ; LI 
The epigrams of Owen were much read in his own 
and the ſucceeding age, and have, in the preſent times, 
afforded amuſement to the ſcholar, though they have 
not met with general attention. The neglect with 
which they have been received, is to be attributed to 
the contempt thrown on epigrammatic wit by writers 
of diſtinguiſhed taſte, who, while they juſtly attempted 
to explode a falſe kind of witticiſm, conſiſting of puns 
and miſerable conceits, involved this ſpecies: of com- 
poſition, which at that time had indeed greatly dege 
nerated from its original grace, in a general and unde- 
ſerved cenſure, | | 
Inſcriptions, for ſuch are epigrams according to the 
original meaning, are by no means, in their own na- 
ture, a contemptible ſpecies of compoſition... Prefixed 
to ſtatues, public buildings, ſepulchral , monuments. or 
books, and applied to great characters and on great 
occaſions, they often reflect honour, not only on their 
compoſers, but on nations and on princes. They are 
capable of the moſt elevated ſublimity, as well as the 
moſt poliſhed elegance of refined wit. From their 
conciſeneſs and brevity they are eaſily comprehendes 
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and retained wa and there — . 2 have 
not commi to memory ſome favourite epigrams, 
which have ſtruck — their IE fy. and 
beauty. Vet, at the | ſame time, 1 obſerved, 
that it is not agreeable to read a great collection 
of epigrams with an unſuſpended attention. The 
neceiſary want of connection, and the continual ef- 
forts of wit, ſoon fatigue the mind, which, though, 
like che palate, it may occaſionally delight in dainties, 
requires that its conſtant food ſhould be plain and na- 
tural. a | 1 | 1 N 6 4 
For the want of decency in ſome of Owen's compo- 
ſitions, little apology can be offered. The taſte of 
thoſe readers muſt be groſs indeed, to whom indelicacy 
is humour, and obſcenity wit. It muſt however be 
conſidered, that poets have at all times deemed them - 
ſelves under an obligation to comply with the taſte 
of their age, and that the age of Owen was not much 
refined. It was an heroic and a learned age, but it was 
not diſtinguiſhed for delicacy. 7 
The licentiouſgeſs of ſome of his works injured the 
poet's fortune. For Anthony Wood informs us, that 
Owen was diſtreſſed by A the epidemical diſeaſe 
of poets, and that he was diſappointed in the expect- 
ation of riches at the death of a wealthy uncle, who 
diſinherited him for ſome. of his poetry; a misfortune 
which ſeveral of the unthrifty followers of the.Muſes 
have raſhly incurred, $ \ 
With all the faults of Owen, ſuch has been the 
ſterility of epigrammatic genius in our country, that 


| he may fill retain the title, which he has acquired - 


mong foreigners, of the Britiſh Martial. 
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NE of the brighteſt luminaries, which ſhone forth 

at the revival of learning, was Politian. A flight ill * 
knowledge of the Greek was in his age à great and 

rare attamment. He not only underſtood the anguage v 

fo as to read it, but to compoſe in it. As a gram- n 

marian, as an orator, as a poet, he has been an object 1 

of general admiration. Genius he undoubtedly poſ. Wl * 

ſeſſed in a degree ſuperior to the laborious ſcholars of 1 

h 

ec 


his times; but his poetry is notwithſtanding greatly 
defective. In fire he abounds ; but he is wanting in 
judgment and in art. There are many fine lines in 
his Ruſticus, and the diction is throughout remarkably * 
ſplendid, though not always purely claſſical. The La- th 
tin poets of this period were not, indeed, ſo careful of 1 
the claflical purity of their ſtyle as of harmony and Wl ” 
brilliancy. Several of the poems of Politian are florid | 
to exceſs, and far beyond that boundary which Au- * 
guſtan taſte delineates. N 
When we conſider the ſtate of literature at this early le 
ſeaſon, we muſt allow that great applauſe, which has 
been paid to ſuch writers as Politian, juſtly due. They 
were under the 3 of breaking through a thick pr 
cloud of ignorance, and they had to contend with the 
rude taſte of their age before their writings could gain 


attention, Under every difficulty, they arrived, by the Bu 
extraordinary efforts of emulation and genius, to a de- in 


gree of excellence, which greatly reſembled that of the 
models which they ſelected for imitation, - 

The Greek verſes, which he wrote at'a very early 
age, are highly commended. He prefixed the age at 
which he wrote them. Scaliger ſays he ſhould not 
have done this; for they are ſo excellent, that even 
his Latin verſes, which he wrote when a man, are 


ual to them. 15 
by no means equal to BY 
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| The Letters of Politian are indiſputably elegant; 
boat they are not without their faults.” The ftyle is 
ſometimes too elevated and oratorical. For the ſake of 
us, WH introducing a favourite — he often goes too far 
A out of his way, and ov thens the ſenſe and the ex- 
3 preſſion by a 8 of words. ER OK: hs 
| With all his faults, I muſt confeſs I have read him 
— with great pleaſure. | There is a charm in true genius, 
WT vich compenſates defects, and often conceals them 
be from the views wb | Feat He: * 
* Politian's real name was Baſſus. His aſſumed name 
* taken from the place of his birth. The adoption of 
10 names entirely new, was, at one time, not uncommon. 
leg Thus the real name of Eraſmus was Gerard. There 
i It perhaps ſome degtes of blemeable vſleotation in 
aſſuming the appellations of Defiderias and Eraſmus, 
both of which, according to their reſpective etymology, 
; fonify the amiable or the deſirable. Politian's adopt- 
Ki name was alſo choſen with a view to convey a fa- 
bly vourable idea of his character. It En gg 


4 that it was thought to expreſs, what indeed its deri - 
or nion may intimate, a poliſbad taſte and underſtand- 
ind 


ing. l 

1 is remarkable of Muretus, another elegant Latiniſt 
of modern ages, that he acquired a perfect knowledge 
of the Greek and Latin languages; in one of which 
he wrote with great elegance, without an inſtructor. 

He compoſed various critical and poetical works ; but 
his Orations have always been celebrated as his- beſt 
productions. They are in leed formed on the pat- 
tern of Cicero; they are written in a rapid and flow- 
ng ſtyle, and are not deſtitute of judicious obſervations, 
But, with reſpect to his dition, it muſt be ſaid of him, 
that he is leſs careful in the ſelection, than in the diſpo- 
ition of words. This defect aroſe from a blameable 
precipitation, of whick authors have ſometimes been 
Valin. | er of | 
We are told, that Muretus never tranſcribed any of 
lis writings, that he ſcarcely ever read his productions 
wice, that he ſeldom made a change or interpolation, 
and ſtill leſs frequently a blot. This may account for 
is faults, but it cannot excuſe them. It is an inſult to 
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mankind, to preſent them with a work leſs perfect than 
the author might have rendered it. Hate and care. 
Ieſſneſs have often been avowed by writers; who wiſhed 
to exalt the general opinion of their abilities; but 
they have uſually, and as they deſerved; loſt that laſt. 
ing and undiminiſhed reputation which they might 
have enjoyed. While an -author lives, prejudice and 
party may ſupport his fame; but, when he is dead! 
theſe ſoon ſubſide, and his real merit can alone pre- 
' ſerve him from oblivion. Muretus has been juſtly 
and ſeverely cenſured for having beſtowed praiſes on the 
execrable maſſacre at Paris on St. Bartholomews day, 

He imitates Cicero; but, like a ſervile imitator, he 
imitates that which was leaſt beautiful in his model. 
The very diffuſe ſtyle of the Roman is ſtill more dif- 
fuſe in the orations of Muretus. The Aſiatic manner, 
even in its beſt ſtate, is not agreeable to a correct 
taſte. It prevented the works of the ' greateſt orator 
whom the world ever ſaw from being udiverſally ad- 
mired ; and, when it is preſented to the reader with 
aggravated deformity, it can ſcarcely be rendered tole- 
Table by any concomitant beauties. 

The Epiſtles of Muretus, though often elegant, are 
improperly written in the oratorial, rather than in the 
epiſtolary ſtyle. He ſeems to have ſtudied and admired 
the Orations of Cicero more than his Epiſtles, | 

Muretus has been greatly commended for his poetry. 
Scævola Sammarthanus ſays of him, that Oatullus is not 
more like himſelf than he to Catullus. I have not 


becn able to diſcover any peculiar grace, either of ſenti- | 


meat or ſtyle, in the few little poems which remain 
„„ 1ored tubjetts. But there are ſeveral on other oc- 
<1ns which are. very pleaſing, and far ſurpaſs, in 
cal purity and in ſentiment, moſt of the Latin 
ec mpolitions of the age of Muretus. In the very 
;.- i cpraph on Raphael there is a manifeſt impro- 
«10 cepreſenting the painter as praiſing himſelf 
1c 1ghelt ſtyle of commendation,” - ©: 

cries entitled Tibur are pretty. The 8 2 
„„ Phormio is eaſy and elegant. The Inſti- 
was intended to be no more than uſeful. 
collection will N __ 


a 


No. 62. M O R A Ls ge. 
\im who has formed a taſte for modern, as well as an- 


tient, Latin Poetry. Catullus and Tibullus were evi- 


dently his patterns; but Rapin thinks, that, by an ex- 
ceſſive affectation of. fine Latinity, his odes are rendered 
tif and unnatural, Tok 
It is trae, that there are many ſucceeding writers 
who have excelled Muretus both in verſe and proſe ; 
but his real excellencies, and the great reputation 
which he has poſſeſſed, will juſtly render him an ob- 
ject of attention to him, who, from his love of letters, 


becomes intereſted in the works of all who have con- 


tributed. to advance their progreſs. 
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ID A was born at Cremona, a city in Italy, at 
no great diſtance from the birth-place of the 
poet whom he imitated, As a reward for his ingenious 
labours, the pope gave him the biſhopric of Alba. He 
died at the age of -fifty-nine, in the year 15665. 
There is perhaps no modern Latin poet more cele- 
brated than Vida. He is juſtly recorded. by the great 
De Thou, as one of the firſt among the Italians who 
zpplied poetry to ſacred ſubjects. He adds, that he 
adorned this province with pure and elegant verſe. 
This praiſe is certainly due to him; but ſome of the 
more zealous religioniſts ſeem to have endeavoured to 
recommend his ſacred poems as the beſt of his works. 
Even Scaliger, who cenſures his hymns as puerile, 


alerts that his Chriſtiad deſerves the higheſt praife. : 


The truth is, that his Chriſtiad is the worſt of his 


greater works. He was ſenſible: of it. He entered 


upon it with reluctance, and apologized for its defects 


with great diffidence, in an inſcription ſubjoined to the 
poem. He ſpeaks very modeſtly. of his performance 


in his Epiſtle to Botta, and ſeems defirous that his 
friends, and all the world, ſhould know, that he un- 
dertook ſo. arduous a taſk ſolely with a view to ſhew 
his gratitude in obeying his 91 Beſides many 
dull and heavy paſſages, which muſt occur to every 
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reader, it is certain, that the poem falls ſhort of the 
cignity cf its ſubje& in almoſt every part Among 
other faults, the critics baye obſerved, that Vida haz 
put into the mouths of Joſeph and St. John two 
ſpeeches, as long as thoſe of Aneas to Dido, to be ut- 
tered while Jeſus Chriſt was conveyed to the tribuna} 
of Pilate. It is nor to be ſappoſed, fay they, that the 
ſident of the council could Have time or patience, 
in the midſt of a tumult, to attend to a long recital of 
all the-particulars of the birth, education, and actions 
of our Saviour; beſides that, St. John is introduced ex- 
plaifling matters, of which himſelf could have had no 
certain knowledge till after the day of Pentecoſt. 
But it is not pleaſant to dwell on the enumeration of 
defects. Almoſt every writer of genius has been ſome- 
times led to compoſe againſt his inclination. The ad- 
vice and importunity of friends, or the neceſſities of 
articular fituations and emergencies, have called 
orth a taſk at a time when the fine impulſes of genius 
have lain dormant. And it may be remarked, to the 
honour. of Vida, that his moſt unpoetical works do 
credit. to his heart and to his piety. This cannot be 
ſaid of the trivial writings of many of our moſt celebrated 
authors, which have ſometimes — not only into 
abſurdity, but into immorality. 

Vida himſelf, were he alive, would probably chuſe 
his three books of Poetics, his Bombyces, and his 
Scacchia, to 2 _ of - re 888 
certain! eſs a portion of Virgilian beauty. Thoug 
It is nf — — it difaſes a luſtre, which at- 
tracts and detains the notice of the claſſical reader. 
He undoubtedly practiſed the precept which he has 
given in his Poetics, of making Virgil the only object 
of imitation. c 8 

It is certainly of great conſequence to the ſtudent, 
who. wiſhes to acquire the ſtyle of a particular author, 
not to diſtract his attention by the peruſal of many 
others. Vida, though ſucceſsful in his imitation, fur- 
niſhes an additional proof, how difficult it is for the 
moderns to contend with the ancients. | He has many 
verſes interſperſed,” which Virgil would not be aſhamed 
to own ; but he does not ſupport that ge — 
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formi elegance, which places the Mantuan in a 
and delicate kind of beauty. The firſt book contains 
many ſweet paſſages, particularly agreeable is the de- 
ſcription of the marks of a young genius, and its pro- 
reſs in poetical efforts- Fhe whole performance is 
lehhy leaſing, contains many uſeful hints, and de- 
ſerves the commendations of our Engliſh eſſayiſt on 
the art of criticiſm... . 

Modern eclogues in Latin have become too common 
to attract mach- notice when they are not remarkably 
excellent. They have been the trite medium of con- 
veying the complaints: of the ſurviving. friend. and the 
deſponding lover; and indeed have, * a little auk - 
ward contrivance, ſerved to communicate even po- 
litical doctrines and ideas. Virgil, it is true, ſet the 
example, and it has been followed by Spencer and 
many others,, even to a ridiculous degree. Vada's Ec- 
logues,. as they are laborious imitations: of Virgil's 


ſtyle, have a_confiderable ſhare of grace and delicacy. - 


The Epiſtle to the celebrated Gibertus is full of tender 
ſentiment, and exhibits that eaſe of language, which 
proves it to have flowed from the heart. Af 

The Bombyces, or the Art of managing Silk-worms, 
has the ſame kind of merit, reſulting from a cloſe imi- 
tation of Virgil, It exhibits an equable flow of elegant 
verſe, but, I think, preſents not any-ftriking ages 3- 
though Scaliger ſays, it-is the beſt of all Vida's 
works. It was a very proper preſent to a lady, the 
Marchioneſs of Mantua, to whom it is dedicated. | 

Ir is ſaid, that by reading the poem called Scacchia, 
or the Game of Cheſs, a- perſon may learn to play it 
with ſkill, However that may be, the poem 7 al- 
ways been admired for its ingenuity and elegance. The 


game of cheſs, indeed, the moſt ancient and the moſt 


generally known of all others, deſerves attention, were 


it merely on account of its antiquity and univerſal ac- 


ceptance. Montaigne aſſerts, that it is too ſerious for 
a game; and it is certainly conſiſtent with reaſon;. that 


games, which were adopted for recreation, ſhould not 


require a degree of painful attention. The etymology 
of che word Seacchin, the title of the poem, has puz- 
, . NA led 


of 
rank uperior to all others, in the excellence of a correct 
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zled the learned. Bochart thinks, with great proba. 
bility, that it is derived from the Perſian word Schach- 
mat, which ſignifies the king is dead. For when the * 
king in this game is reduced to ſuch a ſituation as not 


to be able to avoid captivity, the game is at an end. - 
The king cannot: be taken, therefore he is then dead. tal 


Vida's odes are pretty, but ſeem not to riſe to any 
exalted degree of excellence. The Lamentation on ed] 
the Death of his Parents, William Vida and” Leona 
Oſcaſala, has many tender and affecting thoughts, 
which fully prove that'it came from the heart. This, 
and a few other pathetic paſſages in his poems, evince de 
that Vida would have Alf in elegiac poetry, if he * 
had choſen to compoſe it. eie een 

Notwithſtanding ſome trifling inequalities, and many 
dull paſſages, where genius ſeems to be eclipſed by labour, be 
the whole collection does honour to the, taſte of the 
poet and his times. It is formed on the beſt models, and 
every where diſplays marks of an amiable difpoſition, p 
as well as of a poetical and claſſical talent. It is al- 
ways benevolent and friendly to virtue; or, as he fa 
himſelf, his numbers pleaſe, if they pleaſe at all, with- 
out guilt, and without the bitterneſs of ſatire, * 
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BO UT the time at which learning aroſe, as it 
were, from the dead, there appeared an illuſtri- 
ous race of writers in Latin verſe, whoſe force of genius, 
and elegance of language, entitle them to rank among 
the moſt celebrated of modern poets, with our Drydens, 
Priors, Popes, and Parnells. | 
Parnell indeed, it is well known, borrowed gſeveral 
of his pieces from the modern Latin poets ; and Pope 
is juſtly thought to have improved himſelf by the per- 
uſal of them, Pope was ſo great an admirer of the 
Italian writers, who had chiefly excelled in Latin pot- 
try, that he publiſhed a ſelect collection of _ — 
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nched pieces. There happened, at that time, to pre- 


vail a prejudice againſt - modern Latin poetry, occafion- 
ed by a capricious: cenſure of it by Boileau, and there- 
fore theſe volumes were not greatly regarded; but we 
may readily believe, that a collection conducted by the 
taſte of Pope, could not but abound in beauty. His two 
volumes were, indeed, but an amplification of & fmall 
edition publiſhed by an anonymous, but very judicious 
compiler; and Pope is blamed by a ſenſible though ſe- 
vere remarker on his life, for omitting the original pre- 


face. The preface of the anonymous editor is, in- 


deed, equally: remarkable for its modeſty and taſte; 
and I conjecture it to have been the production of ſome: 
Cambridge ſtudent; as the book, though printed in 
London, was printed at the expence of Cambridge 
bookſellers. The editor makes very ſhort yet judici- 
ous remarks on the ſeveral poets who compoſe: his col- 
lection, particularly on Sannazarius, Fracaſtorius, Vida, 
Politian, and Caſtiglione. He placed Sannaza- 
rius firſt in the collection; a rank to which the poet 33 
entitled by his merit. 514 . ez ob 1 FA 
Sannazarius was born at Naples, in the fifteenth cen- 


tury, His fingular learning and amiable morals foon: 


introduced him to the court, where, though he was 
careſſed and advanced, he was not allured from polite 
letters by the temptations either of ambition or of plea- 
ſure, He made poetry the elegant employment of his 
liberal leiſure; and, amidſt the buſineſs and diſſipation 
* produced his admired poem, De Partu- 
irginis. | | WU | 
This poem is ſaid to have employed its elegant writer 
no leſs than twenty years in abding the laſt poliſh and 
improvement. He was indeed one of thoſe writers of. 


exquiſite taſte, who can ſeldom ſatisfy their own: ideas 


of excellence. Indeed, I believe, few ſine writers 


_ pleaſe themſelves ; for they who reach one great height. 


of excellence, ſee their horizon extended as they riſe, 
and conſider the aſcent which they have already gained 
as an humble eminence, compared to ſummits which 
ſeem to aſcend in perpetual progreſſion, and to elude 
tneir moſt laborious endeavours. - Apelles uſed to ſay, 
that Protogenes knew not when' to take his hand from 
NS the 
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the tablet which he was painting, and the ſame haz 
been ſaid of this artiſt in a ſiſter art. 1 
Of this poem, though the admirers have been 

and numerous, there have been cenſurers, whoſe opi- 
nions ſeem to be juſt. The ſtyle is beautiful and Vir. 
gilian ; but the ſpirit is not always equal to the ſtyle, 
raſmus acknowledges that he read the poem with 
pleaſure ; but at the ſame time laments, that a ſacred 
ſubject was not treated more conſiſtently with our idea 
of ſanity. Rapin allows, that the purity of the ſtyle 
is admirable; but aſſerts, that the fable of the piece is 
deſtitute of delicacy, and that the manner is by no 
means adequate to the dignity of the ſubject. It has 
alſo been thought a.juſt cauſe of reprehenfion, that, in 
a ſacred poem, he has never mentioned the names of 
Jeſus or of Chriſt, He was afraid/ that ſuch names 
might diſguſt an ear accuſtomed to the majeſtic ſound: 
of the Latin language, and of Virgilian verſe. When 
he is introducing the prophecies which foretold Jeſus 
Chriſt, - he is 5 to uſe the names of Iſaiah and 
David, but repreſents Proteus as ſinging them in a 
cave on the banks of the Jordan. 

Sannazarius indeed affords an inſtance, among many 
Others, how difficult it is to ſucceed in ſacred poetry. 
The poem De Partu Virginis, like the Chriſtiad of 
Vida, is, notwithſtanding the beauties of diction, the 
worſt production of its author, It is the buſineſs of 
poetry to raiſe things, from the low level of reality, 
to all the elevation which fancy and language can be- 
ſtow ; but divine ſubjects are already ſo far raiſed above 
nature, ag not to admit of poetical exaltation. The 
attempt has always, except in a few inſtances, diſco- 
vered only the impotence and ambition of man, It is 
like an attempt to put Offa on Pelion, in order to in- 
' vade the ſkies. A very judicious critic has. ſhewn, in 
ſome of his prefaces to the Engliſh poets, that ſacred 

try, when uninſpired, can ſeldom reach exalted 
excellence. | | : 

The moſt popular of the s of Sannazarius are 
bis Piſcatory Eclogues. Like Pope's Paſtorals, they 
were juvenile compoſitions ; and, like them, they may 
be produced as proofs, that improvement does _— 
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ways keep pace with progreſſive years. There is a hap- 
pineſs in native genius, which is ſometimes loſt, rather 
than improved, with inereaſing judgment and expe- 
rience. | 


Piſcatory eclogues have been attempted by ſeveral 


writers; but they have not been ſucceſsful. It ms 


indeed eaſy to conjectute why they have not ſacceeded: 
Paſtoral poetry is ſo far removed from reality and na» 
ture, that there ſeems to be litcle reliſh remaining 
among mankind for new works of that ſpecies. But 
we uf know, that the manners of thoſe, who are en- 

ged in fiſhing as a trade, are eyen coarſer and more 
— than thoſe of the modern ſhepherd. To put 
the elegant language of the Mantuan muſe into the 


mouths of the crew of a fiſhing-ſmack, is ſuch a vio- 


lation of truth and- nature, as tends to excite ridicule 
by its incongrui a 


The charms, 3 of fine language and melo- 


dious verſe, can almoſt reconcile us to abſurdity of 


deſign; and theſe charms are very conſpicuous and 
captivating in the Eclogues of Sannazarius. Rapin has 


beſtowed great praiſe upon them ; and Scaliger aſſerts, 


that they are the only Latin poems, of this kind, which, 


after Virgil, are worth peruſal. There is, indeed, a 
very conſiderable portion of that ſweet Virgilian grace, 


which has been ſo happily characteriſed in the epithets 
nolle et facetum, the tender and the highly-finiſhed. 
It is one of the diſtinguiſhing excellencies of this poet, 
that he has uſed the file with great delicacy and at- 


tention, 


The Elegies of Sannazarius are admired for their 
eaſe and harmony, and his Epigrams have alſo held a 


high place among the compoſitions of modern Latiniſts. 


It is not conſiſtent with the deſign of my papers to in- 


troduce long citations in the learned languages; and 
therefore I muſt refer the claffical reader to the poems 
themſelves, which are frequently to be found in col- 
lections, if not in ſeparate volumes. | | 

 Frruſt, however, E ſhall want no apology for infert- 
mg the following paſſage relative to Sannazarius, which 
I have accidentally fallen upon in a very fine writer and 
excellent critic of our * ** | » 


J 
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«« I can by no means,” ſays the late hiloſopher of 
Saliſbury, ** omit — es, whoſe Tabea in par- 
«« ticular, formed on the plan of a fiſhing life inſtead 
of paſtoral, cannot be enough admired both for their 
F* Latinity and their ſentiment. His fourth eclogue, 
“called Proteus, written in imitation of Virgil's 
te eclogue called Silenus, may be juſtly valued as a 
“ maſter- piece in its kind.“! | | 
The critic quotes ſeveral verſes of this piece, and 
points out peculiar beauties. In a ſubſequent page, he 


Cites ſeveral moſt beautiful paſſages from other poems, | 


deſcriptive of the villa of Sannazarius at Mergillina. 
„At would be difficult, he concludes, '** to' tranſlate 
* theſe elegant morſels. It is ſufficient to expreſs what 
* they mean colleQively—that the village of Mergil- 
%, lina had ſolitary woods; had groves of laurel and 
* citron; had grottos in the we. with rivulets and 
« ſprings ; and that, from its lofty ſituation it looked 
*© down upon the ſea, and commanded an extenſive 
4% proſpect. e BHI] | 
It is no wonder that ſuch a villa ſhould enamour 
* ſuch an owner. So ſtrong was his affection for it, 
that, when during the ſabſequent wars in Italy, it 
<< was demoliſhed by the Imperial troops, this unfor- 
«© tunate event was ſuppoſed to have haſtened his 
.“ 5 | 
He was buried near this delightful ſpot, the ſcene of 
his elegant enjoyments, and near the ſweet poet of 
Mantua, the conſtant object of his ſucceſsful imitation. 
An epitaph was engraved on his tomb, written by 
| Bembo, and expreflive of a wiſh, that flowers might 
ariſe from the ſacred aſhes; for that there repoſed San- 
nazarius, next in place to Virgil, as next in genius. 
I will venture to recommend this poet, and, many 
other of the moderns, to the young or claſſical ſcholar; 
but, at the ſame time, it is neceſſary to add a caution : 
let original writers be firſt read ; nor let others be 
attended to, till the taſte is refined, and the judgment 
corroborated by the actual contemplation of the finiſhed 
pieces of the Auguſtan age. Let Virgil be read almoſt 
to ſatiety, before the attention is diverted to the infe- 
rior moderns. Many à fine genius has been 
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in its career by a too early peruſal: of writers, who, 
with all their elegance, are ſtill ſubordinate, and who 
frequently are no more than imitators of imitators. 
When the taſte and judgment are once rightly eſta- 
bliſhed, they may be 8 exerciſed by ſometimes con- 
templating copies as well as originals. Nor let any 
fear to ſip at thoſe fountains, from which ſeveral of our 
beſt Engliſh poets drank copiouſly. RE 
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Cannot help conſidering thoſe writers, who arrived 
at diſtinguiſhed eminence in a dark age, as the hes 
toes of literature. In later times, and indeed at pre- 
ſent, there are various and powerful incitements to lite- 
rary ambition. A competent education is become gene- 
ral. Books are eaſily procured, readers abound, and 
reputation and gain are the uſual effects of remarkable 
improvement. But to have written much and ſucceſſ- 
fully in the ſeventh century, is a proof of uncommon 
ardour and undaunted perſeverance, ſuch as was not to 
be cooled by  negleR, © nor. obſtructed by difficulty. 
Books, which muſt always ſupply the materials br 
writing, were at that time difficult to be procured ;_ 
and after they were collected, and the compoſitions to 
which they gave occaſion completed, few were capable 
of reading them, or of beſtowing on them that appro- 
bation which they juſtly deſerved. It is, indeed, dif- 
hcult to form an adequate idea of the ſtrength and re- 
ſolution, which, amidſt all theſe diſcouragements, could 
confine a ſtudent of that period to the labour of writing, 
and enable him to ſucceed in it to the admiration of 

ſueceeding ages. | N 
The venerable Bede ſtands forth a very illuſtrious 
example of piety and literary application. He was 
born about the middle of the ſeventh century, at Jar- 
5 row, 
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row, at the mouth of the Tyne, and was early devoted 
to a monaſtic life. He confined himſelf to his ſolitary 
cell; and, though he was invited to Italy by the pope, 
preferred the ſweets of liberty, and of an unambitious liſe, 
mr he ſpent in a regular alternation of prayers and 
| In the third volume of his hiſtory, he ſays of him- 
ſelf, “ When I was. fever years old, I was given up 
& by my relations to the very reſpectable Abbot Bene- 
_ « dict, and then to Ceolfrid, to be educated by them; 
and paſſing my whole life in the ſame monaſtery, I 
employed myſelf intirely in meditating on the ſcrip- 
& tures; and, amidſt the obſervance of a ſtrict diſci- 
« pline, and the daily buſineſs of chanting in the 
& church, I conſtantly found, in the exerciſes of learn- 
ing, of teaching, and of writing, a ſweet amuſe- 
© ment.“ 

His great work was an Eccleſiaſtioal Hiſtory; but 
his miſcellaneous productions are almoſt incredibly. nu- 
merous. He is ſaid to have been ſkilled in Greek 2s 
well as in Latin, and he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
knowledge in poetry, rhetoric, general hiſtory, aſtro- 
nomy, arithmetic, chronology, philoſophy, and theo- 
logy. So great was his character as a theologiſt, that 
his Homilies were appointed to be read in churches, 
even while he was alive, by the expreſs order of the 
biſhops. To this circumſtance he probably owes the 
title of Venerable ; for, as he was alive, he could not 
eaſily. be made a ſaint, and therefore he was honoured 
with an intermediate but moſt reſpectable epithet z an 
epithet ſigriicant of the ſanRity of his character, which 
was as ſtrikingly marked by warmth- and ſincerity of 
devotion as by extenſive learning. I 

He has not affected elegance of ſtyle-;: but he is not 
altogether inelegant. He is perſpicuous, if he is not 
pure; and conciſe and eaſy, if not full and harmoni- 
ous. Though he is ſaid to have drawn his learning 
from the Greek and Latin authors, yet he ſeems. to 
have attended more to their matter than their manner. 
He is credulous, and relates the fooliſh ſtories of an 
uncultivated age, as if they were true hiſtory. 


undoubtedly has ſome faults of his age, and has been 
| | „eee 
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ſeverely cenſured for them by Du Pin, Dargonne, and 
Milton; but he has been extolled and admired by 
thoſe, whoſe names, both in number and weight, will 
be more than equivalent to his cenfarers; and, take 
him for all in all, as Shakeſpeare fays, he muſt be 
conſidered as one of the earlieſt, and, on that account; 
as well as his intrinfic merits, one of the moſt brilliant 
ornaments of Engliſh literature. His Eceleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, in five books, was publiſhed in the laſt cen- 
tury at Cambridge, with the Saxon paraphraſe of Al- 
fred the Great. His various other works, a catalogue 
of which would exceed the limits of my paper, are 
ſcattered throughout all the moſt ancient and valuable 
libraries in the kingdom. Conſidering the improve- 
ments which have been made in the ſpace of a thouſand 
years, they may not probably be very uſeful, but they 
are ſtriking and curious examples of early learning and 
application, under great diſadvantages. | 

Alcuin was the ſcholar of Bede, and reflects honour 
on his maſter. His learning was deep and extenſive. 
He wrote not leſs than fifty treatiſes on important 
ſubjects, and in a ſtyle which, in his age, was not in- 
elegant. He had the ſingular honour of introducing 


| E literature into France, whither he was invited 
Y 


the king, by «ary the eſtabliſhment of the 
univerſity of Paris, He is faid alſo to have founded 
a ſchool at Tours, where he preſided as the maſter, 
and refuſed to leave his employment and inſtitution at 
the urgent invitation of the Emperor Charlemagne. 
Joannes Scotus Erigena became a very diſtinguiſhed 
ſcholar in the eighth century. He was moſt probably 
a native of Scotland, though England and Ireland have 
put in their claims to the honour of his birth, He 


wrote many treatiſes ; but his principal work was his 


five books on the Liviſion of Nature, printed in the laſt 
century at Oxford. He alſo, like Alcuin, was invited 
to France by Francis the Bald, with whom he lived on 
terms of intimate friendſhip, and even familiarity. h 
Some of his writings were thought rather injurious to 
the Roman catholic religion; and, at the inſtigation 
of the pope, he was driven from Paris to his native 
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country. On his return, he was. affaſſinated by the 
monks of Malmſbury, who ſtabbed him with penknives, 
in revenge for the freedom with which he had ventured 
to reprehend them. Bale relates a circumſtance, which 


tends to render this old author remarkable. He tells 


us, that he was the firſt profeſſor in Oxford, and was 


appointed to his office by Alfred himſelf, immediately 


after that great king had begun the eſtabliſhment of his 
noble univerſity. | 

But I mean not to invade the province of the bio- 
grapher, nor to engage in literary hiſtory, beyond the 
limits which are uſually aſſigned to my papers. I have 
entered on this ſubject with a view to amuſe the young 
ſtudent, and to rouſe his diligence by examples of un- 
common application and ſucceſs, under circumſtances 
the moſt unfavourable. I ſhall perhaps occaſionally re- 
ſume it; for I muſt own, for my part, I have al- 
ways taken a particular pleaſure in reading anecdotes 
of the learned: and I cannot help thinking it a plea- 
ſure neceſſarily connected with improvement; for we can 
ſcarcely read the accounts of them tranſmitted to us by 


critics and biographers, without admiring the many 


inſtances of virtue and learning which occur, and we 
inſenſibly learn to imitate what we habitually admire. 
As in the arts of painting and ſculpture,. the beſt me- 
thod of facilitating the progreſs of the artiſt is to place 
the fineſt models conſtantly in his view; fo. alſo in life 
and in letters it is of the higheſt importance to point 
out patterns of that actual excellence, which in our 
precepts and exhortations we have previouſly recom- 


mended. There is no method ſo ſucceſsful of diſplay - 


# 


purſued. 


ing the blemiſhes to be avoided, and the beauties to be 
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VE RV. lover of letters will find himſelf im- 
pelled, by curioſity, to enquire into the lives and 
writings of thoſe ſcholars, who, in any period of lite- 
rature, have arrived-at diſtinguiſhed reputation. Few 
have been viewed with greater admiration by the age 
in which they flouriſhed, than the profeſſors of ſcho- 
laſtic theology. Scarcely any epithet which language 
afforded was thought adequate to their exalted merit. 
Thomas d' Aquin, or, as he is commonly called, 
Thomas Aquinas, the angelic Doctor, was born in 
Naples, in the beginning of the thirteenth century. 
He was early devoted to philoſophy and theology, and 
one of his maſters is ſaid to have been a countryman of 
our own, Alexander ab Ales, the father of the ſchool- 
men, and a doctor irrefragabilis. After a virtuous and 
laborious life, ſpent in an unremitted attention to 
learning, he died at the age of fifty. He was canon- 
ned in 1323, and has been read and admired for 
ages among a ſpecies of congenial ſcholars, who, in a 
very peculiar and unfaſhionable kind of learning, have 
diſplayed an aſtoniſhing depth and acuteneſs of intel- 
let, He founded the ſect of the Thomiſts. | 
Thomas Aquinas ſtands without a rival at the head 
of the ſcholaſtic theologians. He is called by the Ro- 
man catholics the Homer of their theological. writers; 
and, as a philoſopher, he acquired uncommon glory 
by his Comments on Ariſtotle, whoſe works held- a 
place in the eſteem of the times at leaſt equal to the 
Bible. Nor was he,” ſays Eraſmus, ** great only 
in his own age. He exhibited-a conſtancy of appli- 
cation, a ſoundneſs of underſtanding, and a ſolidity 
of erudition, which ſcarcely any of the modern di- 
vines have equalled. He has made fo excellent an 
© uſe of the learning then in vogue, that one cannot 
* help lamenting, chat he enjoyed not the advan- 


' 
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tages of the learned languages, and the other mate- 
rials of politer literature. Had Aquinas been 
born two centuries later, there is ſcarcely any work 
which we might not have expected, in polite and ſolis 
| literature, from ſuch activity, combined with ſuch pene- 

tration. 1 
His works, together with his life, and the notes of 
the editors, make up no leſs than eighteen volumes in 
folio, and they were printed in 1594 at Venice. 
Thomas Aquinas has been introduced to the obſer. 
vation of the Engliſh reader by an anecdote in.the life 
of Young, in which it is recorded, that, when Young 
— f to Pope for advice in the choice of books on 
firſt entering on the ſtudy of divinity, Pope recommended 
Thomas Aquinas. This is generally underſteod to have 
been no more than a joke; but, if Pope had been a zeal. 
ous catholic, it might have been probable,. that he took 
this artful method of making a convert to popery. The 
ſimplicity and enthuſiaſm of Young might have ren- 
dered him an eaſy dupe to jeſuitical zeal and artifice, 
But, I believe, Pope was too much attached to poetry 
to be a bigot to any ſyſtem of religion. 

It appears from a paſſage in the works of Youngy. 
that he read enough of Aquinas, and of fimilar writers,. 
to have formed a very exalted idea of their merit. 
For, ſays he, the minds of the ſchoolmen were al- 
« moſt as much cloiſtered as their bodies; they had 
4c but little learning and few books; yet may the 
« moſt learned be ftruck with ſome aſtoniſhment at 
<« their ſo ſingular natural ſagacity, and moſt exquiſite 
edge of thought. Who could expect to find Pindar 
© and Scotus, Shakeſpeare and Aquinas, of the ſame 
« party? Both equally ſhew an original, unindebted 
« energy; the vigor jgneus, and caleftis orige burn in 
% both, and leave us in doubt, Whether genius 15 
« more evident in the ſublime flights and beauteous 
« flowers of poetry, or in the profound penetrauon, 
« and marvellous, keen, and minute diſtinAions, called 
c the thorns of the ſchools.” £5298 

It is ſaid that the great logician, Biſhop Saunderſon, 
was particularly fond of the Secunda Secunde of Aqui- 
nas, and that he uſed conſtautly to carry with him iſe, 
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treatiſe, together with Ariſtotle's Rhetoric and Tally's 
Offices. A book ſo much read and eſteemed by ſo great 
2man, and affociated with the works of Cicero and 
Ariſtotle, muſt have no inconſiderable merit. 3 
Joannes Duns, who derived his cognomen, or addi- 
tional name of Scotus, from his native country, was 
not much poſterior to Aquinas in time or in glory. 
He was the ſcholar of Wiltiam Varro, an Engliſhman. 
The epithet of /ubtike was allotted to him, according 
to the faſhion of the times. The ſubtilty of his genius 
gave him, indeed, an incontrovertible claim to the 
title. Nothing, it is ſaid of him, was ſo dark, but he 
was able to enlighten it; nothing ſo enigmatic, but, 
like another CEdipus, he was able to reſolve it. But, 
alas! he carried his ſubtilty too far. 'The thread was 
ſpun ſo fine, that it became at laſt invifible. Many 
terms were uſed by him, as they were indeed by all 
the ſchoolmen, which, if they conveyed any idea to 
himſelf, are yet too recondite to enlighten his leſs 
ſubtile readers. Who is able to explain his hæcceities, 


his in trinſic modes, and his inſolubles? And yet theſe 


are terms uſed to explain other books, and {1mm 
the ſcriptures.” Our countryman, John Bale, ſeverely 
cenſures ſuch theology. He calls this jargon of terms 
the chimeras of the ſophiſts, and juſtly o es, that 
the Roman catholic religion, dreſſed out in theſe forms, 


appears more fooliſh than the fabulous theology of He- 


lod and Orpheus. 

Joannes Duns Scotus,“ ſays his panegyrift Lanſi- 
us, “ was learned to a miracle in ic, and in the 
* thorny parts of divinity, He founded the ſect of the 
* Scotiſts, which was oppoſed to the Thomiſts. He 
was greater than Homer in one reſpect, ſince not 
only cities, but kingdoms, contended for the honour- 
* of his birth. The Engliſh, the Iriſh, the Scotch, 
„the French, and the Italians, have claimed him as 


* their own.“ | 


He was, however, unfortunate in his end; for being 


ſeized with' an apoplexy, and ſuppoſed to be dead, he 
vas buried too 882 and, reviving in the vault, called 
2 vain for aſſiſtance, and died before he could be re- 


ſed. | 
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The learning of the modern ages is very different 
from the learning of poor Duns, and no kingdom will 
now contend. with Scotland for the honour of producing 
this ſubtile doctor. His diligence and ſagacity are, 
however, truly admirable., His works conſiſt of twelve 
volumes in folio, which were publiſhed, in the laſt cen- 
| tury at Lyons. Though none indeed will now read 
them, yet they ought to be preſerved as very curious 
monuments of a peculiar learning and genius, and of in- 
defatigable induſtry, I 

. Remond Lulle, or, as he is called in Latin, Ray- 
mundus Lullus, flouriſhed about the year 1300, nearly 
at the ſame time with Duns Scotus. He was born in 
Majorca, and has long been the boaſt of the Spaniards. 
His pretenſions and reputation were very high, and he 
became diſtinguiſhed. by the title of Docter illumingtus, 

He is ſaid to have ſpent his youth in profligacy, and 
not to have been reformed till the age of forty; but 
he then engaged in the converſion of the Saratens, and, 
after having ſuffered much ill treatment, was at laſt 
ſtoned to death. He was therefore, of courſe, wor- 
ſhipped by the people of Arragon as a martyr. He 


was probably ſoon depoſed from this elevation; for 


there aroſe a party, who maintained that he had been 
inſtructed in all he knew by that ſcientific preceptor, 
the devil. | n | 1 
From his intercourſe with the Arabians, he acquired 
a knowledge of medicine, natural philoſophy, and aſ- 
tronomy. From all theſe combined, he deduced a ſcl- 
ence of his own, as he repreſented it in Spain and 
Italy, that of chemiſtry and alchemy. An old writer, 
Robertus Conſtantinus, aſſerts that he had ſeen, in the 
Tower of London, a piece of pure gold made by the 
alchemical art of Raymundus Lullus. 

He is faid to have written more than four thouſand 
treatiſes in philoſophy, medicine, and theology. He 
founded a ſect of Lulliſts, and was the inventor of a 
certain method, which our great Lord Bacon reprobates 
as uſeleſs and oſtentatious. It tended to teach the 
terms of art only, as if he who knows the words were ſure 
to comprehend the art itſelf, Rapin alſo n 12 


„ 


No. 69. MOR AL., Ke. 285 


a method which has no ſolidity, and which, ſo far from 
making men learned, does not even ſuppoſe them 
reaſonable. | {i * 
He gave his logical work the pompous title of the 
Great Art; and he engaged that, by its aſſiſtance, any 
man, however ignorant, ſhould acquire the whole circle 
of the ſciences in three months. This work was to be 
accompliſned by means of various diagrams, circular 
and triangular, and by the letters of the alphabet 
myſteriouſly tranſpoſed. He had, however, his ad- 
mirers and followers; but his great art has been found 
of ſo little uſe to mankind, that the mode of its opera- 
tion is almoſt unknown. They who are curious and 
idle, may find ſome account of it in Gaſſendus, Al- 
ſtedius, and Keckermannus. n | 
Lullus is not indeed eſteemed for any real improve- 
ment in knowledge or ſound learning. He threw a 
veil of obſcurity over his writings, which has often 
ſerved as the cloak of ignorance. It is not ſurpriſing, 
that an alchemiſt ſhould affect the darkneſs and enig- 
matic air of a magician. In an age of profound ig- 
norance, the leſs he was underſtood, the more he was 
admired. | | | 
Conſidering the diſadvantages under which they la- 
2 boured, and the multitude and profundity of their 
works, many of theſe celebrated ſcholars exhibit very 
d ſtupendous and animating — ay of human induſtry. 
— I have, indeed, collected theſe few obſervations on 
= them, with a view to encourage the young ſtudent to 
d diligence, by ſuggeſting to him what great works the 
, human intellect is capable of performing in the ſhort 
E period of a life; and, at the ſame time, to deter him 
e from waſting the force of his genius in ſubjects uſe- 
leſsly abſtruſe, or in any modes of exertion, which are 
not likely to become long and extenſively advantageous. 
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T is the folly and misfortune of human nature to at 


: prefer the preſent to the future, the agreeable to tl 
the uſeful, the ſhining to the ſolid. We admire wit, m 
beauty, wealth, titles, and all that ſparkles with the ch 
brilliancy of external luſtre; and though we probably ge 
approve the plain and homely virtues, which form the a 


foundation of all real excellence, it is with the cold { 
feelings of unimpaſſioned judgment. But in youth, 

when our choice in life is uſually fixed, we are much ſu 
more diſpoſed to purſue what we admire, than what we th 
only approve; and the conſequence, is, 'that the greater th 
number form the earlieſt and moſt durable attachments W 


to vanity. Sober maxims, rules of prudence, dictates 
of juſtice, plain truth, ſimplicity of manners, conſtan 
in friendſhip, and regularity in buſineſs, appear wi at 
few charms in the eyes of him, who pants for the noble 
diſtinctions of being remarked at public places for ele- ta 
gance of dreſs, admired for the moſt ſplendid vis-a-vis, it 
celebrated for his wit at a maſquerade, ſmiled upon at th 
court, and at length perhaps rewarded with a title, a cil 
riband, and a ftar, To obtain ſuch bliſs, far other wi 
qualifications are neceſſary than the antiquated virtues m 
of one's grandfather. The buſineſs muit be-done by W; 
dreſs, addreſs, and, in ſhort, the graces, the graces, ve 
the graces! With reſpe& to rok. ay I have ſome- fer 
where read, that a man of honour, on hearing honeſty all 
attributed to his faſhionable friend, expreſſed ſome de- tie 
ree of diſpleaſure at the panegyric, and declared, that tic 
uch a compliment was only 11 for his footman, Our bo 
firſt queſtion concerning a man, whoſe character we far 
wiſh to learn, is ſeldom, is he honeſt ? but, is he rich, ſio 
is he able, is hela man of faſhion ? Fe fra 
Now there have been of late, and indeed at all times, be 
many men of faſhion totally deſtitute of moral honeſty. | 


They have poſſeſſed every perſonal grace, and every 
| pleaſing 
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pleaſing accompliſhment. They could ſing, dance, 
and play on muſical inſtruments. They could converſe 
with the grave and the gay, and adapt all their ſenti- 
ments to the preſent company. They had that free- 
dom which is called charming, and which enabled 
them to puſh themſelves into all companies, and accoſt 
men of rank and character by their ſirnames, and without 
any reſpect ful addition. All this could not fail to excite 
the praiſe of the ladies, and the envy of the gentle- 
men. But in the end it has been found, that theſe 
charming men, with the appearance of whatever is 
good and agreeable, have been the firſt to overreach in 
a bargain, exceedingly ſucceſsful in the profeſſion of 
ſwindling, and particularly adroit at a forgery. 

So deſpicable and deteſtable do the characters of 
ſuch men appear on detection, that I cannot help 
thinking honeſty is the beſt ornament, as well as 
the beſt policy. It is indeed 'a diamond of the firſt 
water, while all the ſhewy, dazzling, unſubſtantial 

ualities, which the artful aſſume for the purpoſes of 
— are no more than French paſte or paltry glaſs, 
at once both taudry and brittle. | TAE 

I would recommend unfeigned honeſty as ornamen- 
tal; becauſe, ſuch is the nature of the human heart, 
it is infinitely more likely to be purſued and valued by 
the majority of mankind, when they think it will con- 
ciiate the love and admiration. of each other, than 
when they view it merely as a moral excellence, The 
man of reading, reflection, and cultivated mind, will 
want no motives to purſue it, but thoſe which are ſup- 
geſted by his-own conſcience and the delicacy of his 
ſentiments. But to the maſs of mankind, compoſed of 
all ages, all ranks, all tempers, all profeſſions, all par- 
ties, and all religions, it is neceſſary to render any par- 
ticular virtue, which the moraliſt wiſhes to promote, 
both lovely and honourable. Intereſt, paſſion, 'and 
fancy, muſt be taught, if poſſible, to ſecond the deci- 
lons of reaſon. She is too often depoſed by her re- 
fractory ſubjects, whoſe obedience indeed is ſeldom to 
be relied on, but when it is in ſome 1 * ſpontaneous, 

It cannot ſurely be denied, that quality which 
pervades every part of human life, and tends immedi- 
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ately to render it ſecure, | comfortable, and honourab 
is itſelf one of the moſt honourable which can be 
ſeſſed by a human creature; and ſuch is that uncele- 
brated virtue, common and moral: honeſty. Without 


it, ſociety is a den of thieves, and men are to each 


other as wolves and foxes. Sand 4h e e 

Every day's experience evinces the juſtneſs of that 
repreſentation in the ſcriptures, in «which it is ſaid, 
that the heart is deceitful above all things, who can 
know it ? In the moſt trifling intercourſe, where nei- 
ther pleaſure nor profit are in view,” the. propenſity to 
deceit appears in the little promiſes, — com- 
pliments, which are mutually made, uſually without 
any ſincerity of regard, and often with real and inve- 
terate averſion. But where intereſt is in view, the 
machinations made uſe of, for the accompliſhment of 
the mean and mercenary purpoſe, are often ſuch ag 
might characteriſe an infernal agent. Plauſbility is, 
at the ſame time, worn as a cloak; and he Who has a 
deſign on your purſe; your life, or your country, will 
aſſume all the appearances of cordial friendſhip and 
unpolluted honour. I believe it is well known, that 
the graces, the agreeable qualities, as they are called, 
and the appearance of the mot amiable virtazs, were 
poſſeſſed in perfection by a Perreau, a Dodd, a Donel- 
lan, and a Delamotte. | vil rename 

Indeed, this common honeſty, as it is named, is far 
leſs common than our pride is willing to ſuppoſe, - But 
if it could be introduced into all the employments of 
life, the golden age would be reſtored. | I will ima- 
gine the event as already accompliſhed, and will pleaſe 
myſelf for a moment with the viſionary proſpect of the 
happy conſequences. I ſee the brightneſs diffuſing it- 
{elf through all the regions of ſociety, from the loftieſt 
mountain to the loweſt vale; or, to ſpeak in a ſtyle 
without figure, the happy. conſequences are equally vi- 
ſible in the prince and in the peaſant. in As 

The nobles of the land, inſtead of making uſe of 
their advantages and influence for the _ of pri- 
vate and family emolument, or for the indulgence of 
their ſelfiſh and ſenſual paſſions, devote themſelves to 


the ſervice of the community, W 
| ye 
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ſerve and amend its laws, give countenance to its re- 
ligion, patroniz2 learning, and encourage all the in- 
ventions of ingenuity, which can contribute to the or- 
nament or accommodation of human life. Of how few 
among the nobility of K „and even of our o] n 
country, can all this be predicated with any regard to 
veracity? But is it not diſhoneſt to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of wealth and rank, to which, by the law of 
nature, and perhaps by their own merit, they have nao 
more right than their footmen behind their chairs, with- 
out — any return to the community, by whoſe 
laws they poſſeſs their 1 When they 
traffic for boroughs, ſell their own ſuffrages in the fe- 
nate, ſpend their days at gaming-tables, cockpits, 
horſe-races, ſtables, and dog-kennels, they may in- 
deed be men of honour, as honour is now und | 
but 1 am ſure they are not honeſt men. 
If the plain principles of common honeſty poſſeſſed a 
real efficacy on the conduct of life, we ſhould no longer 
ſee men of indopratiens fortunes meanly devoting their 
lives to no other purpoſe but to encreaſe that which 
is already too large for their merits, by dealing'in life- - 
annuities, mortgages, ' engaging in banking-houſes, 
toiling in the Alley, raifing rents, or ſpending what 
they have happened to inherit, in vanity, luſt, in- 
temperance, and oſtentation. They would fee the juſtice - 
of making ſome return to the ſociety in which they live, 
for the exemption they enjoy from labour and neceſſity. 
They would dedicare their time and attention to bene- 
volence, beneficence, to ſetting good examples, and 
removing all evil, as far as their influence extends, 
t is not enough that they are merely harmleſs 3 for with 
certain advantages, and in certain ſituations, to be 
only negatively good is to be poſitively bad. 

If honeſty were duly regarded in the profeſſions, 
we ſhould not be over-run with bold pretenders, who 
make their way in the world by dint of effrontery, and 
deceive all who truſt in their pretenſions. We ſhould 
lee the clergy more anxious in the buſineſs of inſtru. 
ing and reforming their pariſhes, than in collecting 
the tythes; fond of reſiding among their ſimple ruſtics, 
inſtead of viſiting them only once a year for tnat mo- 
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mey, which is te be ſpent at watering- places, theatres, 
balls, and aſſemblies. We ſhould not hear ignorant 
preachers, deceiving the vulgar by noiſe and nonſenſe, 
and pretending to ſuperior ſanctity and illumination. 

hould oftener ſee that dignified character a worthy 
pariſh prieſt, performing his duties with conſcientious 


_ regularity, and diffuſing comfort all around him. 


In the medical walk we ſhould have no quacks. 
The phyſician, would be more attentive to the patient 
whom he ſees ſtretched on the bed of death or diſeaſe, 
than he is to the fee. Medicines would be unadulte- 
rated; che poor treated as tenderly as the rich; igno- 
rant apothecarzes would not procure diplomas from 
Edinburgh, and put themſelves off, among the incon- 
ſiderate crowd, for regular phyſicians, adorned by the 
honcurs of approving univerſities which they never 
Jaw. Such a deceit upon - mankind deſerves ſevere re- 
prehenſian ; and, indeed, the aſſuming of doctor's de- 
grees, without any juſt title, tends both to miſlead the 
avorld, and to vilify thoſe proper honours of real merit; 
and it ought to be immediately checked either by law 
-or by ridicule. | ; 3 

In law there is ſcarcely any department which would 
mot undergo. a moſt valuable reformation, if we conld 
once gain the important point of ,rendering honeſty 
more lovely in the eyes of its profeſſors than Jucre, 
The glorious inſtitutions of conſenting ſenates would 
then be uniformly a bleihng to mankind, as they were 
deſigned, and would never be converted to engines of 
oppreſſion in the hands of an artful counſellor, or a 
harpy pettifogger. | | 

In the army, no one would receive his country's 
wages, who would not fight on every proper occaſion. 

In trade, we {houid fee no circumvention, no ad- 
vantage taken of the wants and diſtreſſes of others, no 
deceiving of the ſimple and unſuſpecting, no vending 
of bad commodities as the beſt, no forgeries, no ſwin- 
dling, and few bankrup:cies. | Juſtice would hold the 
ſcales, and the trader's profits would receive an ad- 
dition of more than a hundred yer cent. in the advantage 
of a good name and, a good conſcience, | 

In literature, for here allo the deceitfulneſs of the 


heart of man is often conſpicuous, there would be no 
partial 
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r vice, irreligion, or tyranny, no catchpenny 
ions; evils which fpring from the perverſion 


p_ 2 no. puffery, no-plagiariſm,” no apo- 
ogies 
com 


of literature, from knavery and from avarice, and att 


once diſgrace both learning and human nature. Among 
the lackies of literature, as ſome of its ſubordinate: 
profeſſors and managers of it have been juſtly called, 
{uch villanies, rogueries, and ſharping tricks, are prac- 
tiſed, as might diſgrace the mercantile Jews of Duke's- 
place. But in the condition of things which I have 


ſuppoſe d, all would be fair and beautiful in the walks 


of learning, as in the ancient Lyceum or Portico. 


Happy ſtate! But, alas, it is imaginary ! It might, | 


however, I amr convinced, in ſome degree, be realized, 
if due care were taken in education, to render the leaſt 
tendency to deceit diſgraceful, and obnoxious to pu- 
niſhment 5 and every ingenuous, open, honeſt action 
honourable; for Honour is the nurſe ef the Virtues as 


well as of the Arts. Inſtead of which, the writings of. 
ſme modern inſtructors tend immediately to recom». + 


mend every ſpecies of deceit at that early age, when a 
li tle evil ſown in the boſom by the tutor, cannot fail 
to take root, and grow to a ſtupendous magnitude. 
Early and late, by night and by day, in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, I would inculcate on the breaſt of boys 


the juſt remark of the moral poet, that an honeſt man 


is the nobleſt work of God. 
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No. LXVIH. REFLECTIONS ON THE ORIGIN. | 
AND EFFECTS OF SCULPTURE, WITH Mis- 


CELLANEOUS REMARES ON IT, 


— 
— 


HAT the human mind is naturally delighted 


with the works of imitation, is a remark of the 
earlieſt philoſophers ; and the juſtneſs of it has been 


uniformly confirmed by every - ſubſequent enquiry. 


Even Thoſe objects, which in the reality diſguſt the 
ſenſes, when they are imitated by the ſkilful artiſt, pleaſe 


the imagination: but if 5 is capable of con- 
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verting deformity to beauty, and of teaching inele. 


gance to pleaſe, its influence muſt be much greater, 
when the object imitated originally excites ideas of the 
ſublime and beautiful. n 
Juſt repreſentations. of the irrational or inanimate 
creation, are, indeed, in a great degree pleaſing; but 
the higheſt delight which the fine arts can beſtow, is 
derived from imitations of human nature. The varie. 
gated landſcape is, perhaps, viewed with greater com- 
placency on the canvas, than in the natural ap 
ance; becauſe imitation adds a grace to the intrinſic 
beauty. The bloom of the grape, the bluſh of the 
peach, and the crimſon of the. roſe, deſigned by na. 
ture to pleaſe, may perhaps pleaſe yet more when arti- 
ficially preſented to the view by her hand- maiden. 
The ſame obſervation may juſtly be extended to the 
imitation of animals, and the placid ſcenery of ſtill 
life. All theſe are found to pleaſe the imagination, 
but not to elevate the mind. They inſpire a compla- 
cency, but do not warm with ſentiment, or animate to 
virtue. To touch the heart with ſympathy, to excite 
the nobler affections, and to give a maſculine plea. 
ſure, man mult be the object of imitation.. That ge- 
neral connection which ſubſiſts between all who par- 
take of humanity, cauſes a general concern in the in- 
tereſts of each individual. Man, indeed, views the 


actions and paſſions of men with all the ſolicitude of 


cne concerned in the event, but looks down upon the 
lower parts of the creation with the diſpaſſionate curi- 
oſity of a diſintereſted ſpectator. | 


To repreſent the attitudes of his actions, and the 


features of his paſſions, is the principal buſineſs of 
Sculpture; and though a conſiderable degree of its ex- 
cellence depends on the delicacy of manual execution, 
yet has it ever maintained a diſtinguiſhed place among 
the arts which require a fine imagination. Nature, 
indeed, lies open to the inſpection of the learned and 
cf the unlearned, of the ſtupid and of the ingenious 
but the man of fine feeling, and of elegant taſte, can 
alcne perceive. and imitate her more delicate traits, 
ker more captivating, though leſs obvious, allure- 
; ments. 6 + . ; | „ ü 
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The firſt productions of this art probably owe their 


origin to religion. Too groſs to conceive immaterial 
ideas of the Deity, the vulgar wanted ſome ſenſible 
object to fix their attention, and excite their enthu- 
faſm; Thus he, whoſe temple is all ſpace, and whoſe 
altar the univerſe, was confined in his reſidence to ſome 
rude image, graven by the hand of idolatry : but how- 
ever derogatory from got es of the Supreme Be- 
ing, or inconſiſtent with the reaſon of mar, the prac- 
tice has been peculiarly favourable to the arts of imi- 
tation. The ſtatue chil was formed as an object of 
religious adoration, has, indeed, failed in its original 
purpoſe ; but it has been viewed with a degree of 
wonder little lefs than worſhip. * - 
And, indeed, it is to be preſumed, that few will 
wiſh that idolatrous attention, which is at preſent paid 
to the ſtatues of the ancient deities, forbidden: for 
whenever they ſhall ceaſe. to be admired, they will 
ceaſe to be imitated. Such an event every friend to 
juſt taſte will deprecate, ſince to renounce the models 
of the antients, is to renounce the moſt captivating em- 
belliſhment of art, an adherence to ſimplicity and na- 
ture. While a Yenus de Medicit, and an Apollo Belve- 
dere, ſhall continue to be ſtandards of excellence, no 
oneican ng en he hey < moet left the chaſte graces of 
real elegance ſhould be ſacriſiced to the falſe glare of 
Gothic affectation. , d 2x 
To do juſtice to the remains of antiquity by deſerip- 
tion, requires a pen as maſterly as the artiſt's chiſel. 
A Virgil ſhould exhibit the ideas of a Praxiteles. A 
profeſſor of the art may, perhaps, find technical terms 
adequate to a technical deſcription. He may expa- 
tiate on proportion, and dictate rules for forming a 
judgment; but the language of an artift can ſeldom be 
completely underſtood but by artiſts. | 
Compariſons are frequently made- between the re- 
ſpective beauty, the value, and the utility, of the ſe- 
veral arts. One of the beſt judges of antiquity has af- 
ſerted, in a well-known paſſage of his works, that all 
the afts which tend to polith and refine human nature, 
are united by a common bond. That painting, poetry, 
and ſculpture, nearly approximate to each other, is 
3 obvious 
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obvious on the ſlighteſt review. They have conſtant. 
ly reflected images on each other, and joining like 
the Graces, hand in hand, have, from the union of 
their force, commanded in all ages univerſal. ad- 
miration. If the Mantuan Muſe drew her moſt beau- 
tiful pictures from the originals of Sculpture, to the 
Muſe of Homer, on the other hand, has Sculpture 
been indebted for her maſter-piece. The ſublime 
idea of a Being, who ſhook the heavens with his 
nod, exiſted originally in the poet's mind. The art- 
aft, however, embodied the ideal form, and may be 
ſaid to have wanted only Promethean aid to have re- 
alized the creatire of imagination. The marble form 
has been transferred to canvas, and the repreſentation 
of the tablet to- the marble, with equal applauſe both 
to the arts and to the profeſſors : and though ſome 
have eſſayed to aſcertain the ſuperiority of one or 
other of theſe ſiſter arts, yet as it is invidious to give a 
3 preference to either, when each endea- 
vours to exalt the bther, it may be more candid to aſ- 
ſert, with Horace on a ſimilar occaſion, that they 
equally require and communicate mutual aſſiſtance, 
with all the benignity of diſintereſted friendſhip. 
Sculpture is not, any more than the other arts, con. 
fined to imitations of the human form. Subordinate to 
ſtatuary, are mapy other operation; of the chiſel, which 
require both ingenuity of deſign, and ſkill of execu- 
tion. The marble urn, and the ſepulchral monu- 
ment, have ever been the chief ornaments of man- 
ions dedicated, to the Deity. The palaces of princes 
have derived leſs ſptendour from the profuſion of finery, 
and the glittering of magnificence, than from the foli- 
age of the Corinthian capital, and the elegant wreaths 
of the feſtoon : and though the modern invention of 
multiplying the works of the artiſt, by devices which 
require no ingenuity, has proſtituted the ornaments 
of a temple to the gaudineſs of a ſuburbian villa, and 
the decoration of a palace to the embelliſhment of a 
tradeſman's door-poſt ; yet muſt not he, whoſe hand 
formed the original vaſe, or ſculptured the ſtoried urn, 


loſe that praiſe which is ever due to the inventive _ 
| b 
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It- belongs to ſculptare, as well as to painting, not 
only to repreſent ſingle ſigures, but to combine them 


in a group. The relievo is a marble picture; though. 


it wants thoſe graces of the canvas, which reſult from 
a due mixture of light and ſhade, and from a variety 
of colours, yet it poſſeſſes ſome advantages which may 


ultimately compenſate the defect. Expoſure to the 


weather, the commoneſt accidents, and the inſenſible 
depredations of time, ſoon deſtroy the comparatively 
tranſient productions of the pencil; but the marble 
tablet defies the corroding tooth of ages, and may ſur- 
vive even a deluge or a conflagration. . 'There remains- 
not a. fingle painting of Parrhaſius or Apelles, of Ti- 
manthes or Protagoras, by which we can judge of the 
juſtice of thoſe praiſes ſo laviſhly beſtowed on them by 
Pliny, Quintilian, and Lucian; but many antient re- 
lievos continue, at the preſent day, in all their origi- 
nal perfection. | | | 
Sculpture diſplays peculiar grace and excellence, 


when it condeſcends to work in miniature. The gem, 


however ' precious and beautiful, receives additional 


value, and more attractive beauty, from the hand of 


the artiſt. The features of the hero and philoſopher 
when marked on the ſtone, whoſe coheſion is like that 
of adamant, are tranſmitted to the lateſt ages, unhurt 
by accidents, and unimpaired by time. Thus is the 
votary of learning enabled to behold the countenances 
of thoſe whoſe atchievements aſtoniſh, whoſe writings 
charm, and whoſe precepts improve him; and after 
the lapſe of ſome chooſend years, to indulge the na- 
tural deſire of viewing the real aſpect of men who ſhone- 
in the field, and in the cabinet, or who dignified the 

rtico or the academy. When all other ſources of 
information have failed, the figure on the gem has 
often illuſtrated beauties, and cleared obſcurities in the 
claſſics and the-hiſtorians. Of theſe ſmaller productions 
of the ſculptor, the ingenuity of modern invention, 
ſtimulated by the hopes of gain, has found means to- 
multiply copies without number; but though the co- 
pies ſhould leſſen the pecuniary value, they cannot di- 
miniſh the intrinſic merit of the originalss. 
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That ſpecies of ſculpture, which is diſtinguiſhed” by 
the ſpeciſic appellation of Engraving on Copper, was to. 
tally unknown to the antients. By the co-operation of 
this ſiſter art, the productions of painting are univer- 
fally diffuſed, and the ornament reſerved in the gallery 
of an individual, becomes the embelliſhment of every 


habitation. However great its. uſes, and exalted its 


perfection, it muſt be confeſſed, by every impartial ob- 
ſerver, to owe a great degree of its advancement to the 
artiſts of our own country; and it were eaſy to enu- 
merate ſome works of Engliſh engravers, of which the 


—— of repreſentation, and the delicacy of execution, 
ave not been ſurpaſſed by any age or any nation. 


— — — ——— — — — 
No. LXVIII. THAT THE- ENGLISH POSSESS 
A FINE TASTE FOR SCULPTURE, AND THAT 
IT OUGHT, TO BER ENCOURAGED . FOR. ITS$ 
MORAL EFFECTS. . 10.91} wh r 


— by . j 
PEE Py —_— — — — ——_— 1 — 


HERE are ſome, who, with a ſpirit too con- 

, A fined for the liberality of philoſophy, have ex- 

cluded from all pretenſions to refined taſte, that part of 
mankind- which nature has placed in the northern re- 
gions. This faculty has been limited to thoſe happier 
mortals, who inhale the balmy breezes of the warmer, 
climates. That theſe arts have been moſt ſucceſsfully. 
cultivated in the warmer countries of Europe, cannot. 
be denied; but let it not be ſaid, that any of the. fa- 
culties of the free-born mind are local. Nor let it be 
haſtily concluded, that the Engliſh, who are claſſed by 
theſe philoſophers among the noxthern ſavages, but 
who are known to poſſeſs the mental powers in a ſtate 
of vigour equal at leaſt to the reſt of the world, are 
deſtitute of taſte, of that faculty, which adds a grace to 
the exertions of all others, and without which the 
ſtrongeſt efforts of the mind have an appearance of illi- 
berality, If it was late before our artiſts made any 
| | conſiderable 
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conſiderable proficiency in Sculpture, it muſt not be 
immediately inferred, that they were incapable of ex- 
cellence: but that, as is inconteſtibly true, they did 
not attempt it. To expect that the art ſhould attain 
rfection before it is an object of national attention, 
is no leſs unreaſonable than to require the fruit in ma- 
9 before the plantation of the tree. e! 
The ſun-ſhine of royal or public patronage can bafſte 


the rigours of the climate, and raiſe luxuriant ta- 


tion on the bleakeſt mountain. Rewarded by a prince, 
and encouraged by a people, it is not to be wondered,. 
that Sculpture has among us made rapid advances to 
attainable perſection. It were, indeed, eaſy to enn- 
merate names which would do honour to the ſchools of 
Greece, and of antient and modern Italy; but to praiſe 
living merit, is frequently. to excite envy without con- 
ferring fame. The ingenious artiſt then muſt be con- 
tent to appeal to poſterity for unalloyed applauſe; and, 
when the tongue of Envy ſhall be wearied with de- 
traction, merited praiſe will find a willing audience. 
There are ſculptors among us of the preſent day,. whoſe 
fame will be as durable as the marble which they ſhape, 
and. who, while they carve the block, may promiſe 
themſelves, like Thucydides, an everlaſting poſſeſſion. 
Thoſe arts, however, after all that has been ſaid in 


their praiſe, which tend to flatter the imagination with- 


out amending the heart, and the utility of which ap- 
pears to conſiſt in their adminiſtration to pleaſure, 
will, perhaps, be judged unworthy a ſerious attention 
by the rigid votaries of ſevere virtue. Too wiſe to be 
captivated with pleaſure, they ſeek only for improve- 
ment. The pill that contributes to health, tkey can 
ſwallow without requiring it to be covered with gold, 
or ſweetened with honey; but to condemn the produe- 
tions of the chiſel as merely inſtrumental to delight, is 
to aſſume that as a conceſſion which can never be 
granted. In truth, the imitative arts are capable of 
conveying moral inſtruction in the moſt effectual man- 
ner, as their operation is inſtantaneous. They require 
not the deductions of reaſon, Which can only be made 
by cultivated intelleQs ; but by appealing to the ſenſes,, 
which are. ſometimes combined in great perfection with 
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the rudeſt minds, they ſtrike immediately and irreſiſti- 
bly on the ſuſceptible heart, The maſter's hand can 
give to matter the features of the ſoul, and impreſs on 
the rude block thoſe thoughts and paſſions, which na- 
turally excite congenial ſentiments and ſympathetic 
. emotions ; and the mind, which, perhaps, could never 
be ſenſible of the beauty of virtue from the reaſonings 
of a Plato, or a Socrates, may be captivated with her 
22 form when diſplayed by a Phidias or Praxi- 
te * | wh 
No man of ſenſibility can walk in the repoſitories of 
the illuſtrious dead, where the forms that moulder be- 
neath his feet are repreſented in marble on the walls, 
without feeling, as he treads the ſolemn aile, the moſt 
. virtuous ſenſations. His faculties ſeem to ſtretch, and 
his virtues to expand, in efforts to reach the level of 
ſuch exalted ſociety. He catches the contagion of vir- 
tue by intuition, he forms heroic reſolutions of emu- 
lating the excellence he admires, and, perhaps, ven- 
tures to entertain a ſecret hope, that he may one day 
fill a niche in the venerable circle of departed worthies. 
The deſcendant bluſhes to degenerate from his anceſ- 
tors, who ſeem to view him from the ſacred walls, and 
would upbraid him with his baſeneſs. He feels him- 
ſelf ſtimulated to equal, if not to ſurpaſs, their glories. 
Sculpture has, likewiſe, another no leſs efficacious, 
though more indirect, influence on the morals. It has, 
in common with all the fine arts, an inviſible effect in 
foftening the temper and humanizing the manners, an 
effect which will, perhaps, be felt and acknowledged 
by none but men of delicate taſte and elegant attain- 
ments. The votaries of gain, of luxury, or of groſs 
pleaſure, have loſt, by the groſſneſs of their enjoy 
ments, that nice ſuſceptibility of impreſſions, that ten- 
derneſs of feeling, which can alone perceive, with full 
force, the pleaſures of imagination. The vulgar eye 
gazes with equal ſatisfation on the canvas of a Titian, 
and the daubings of a den pan. and diſcovers no more 
ingenuity in the works of the ſtatuary, than in the 
rude image of the mere mechanic: but they whoſe na- 
tural feelings have been properly improved by culture, 
nor have yet become callous by attrition with on = 
I a now, 
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know, from experience, how the heart is mollifed, 
the manners poliſhed, and. the temper ſweetened, by a 
well-direQed ſtudy of the arts of imitation. A fine Ku- 
fibility of artificial excellence inſenſibly extends itſelf 
to the perception of natural and moral beauty; and 
the ſtudent returns from the artiſts gallery to his ſtation 
in ſociety, with a breaſt more diſpoſed to feel and to 
reverberate the endearments of focual life, and of rect · 
— benevolence. 

Seulpture claims, indeed, the power of exciting vin 
tue, and the privilege of rewarding it. Many of the 

eat e e 2 have _-_ animated in 

anger, u atigue, the enlivenin ; 
hope 1 of enjoying a future exiſtence 4 the mem 4 
| pn Satis — this recompence in reverſion, 

eroes, patriots, and philoſophers, have negle&ed the 

calls of intereſt, and the allurements of pleaſure, to ad- 
vance the happineſs of ſociety, and to adorn humanity. 
The ſweet ſolace of their pain, the — —— of 
their labours, for which the heart Has 
and every faculty has toiled, may be 5 bb 
ferred by the hand of the ſtatuary, Let not; therefore, 
the art be proſtituted to perpetuate inſignificance or 
vice, and to gratify the — of ity of undefarving opulence, . 
which poſſeſſes the power of . rewarding virtue, and of - 
beſtowing immortality on portable exocllence, 
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No. LXIX. ow THE PROPRIETY OF Ex- 
TEN DING CLASSICAL STUDIES TO NATURAL. 
AND EXPERIMENTAL. PHILOSOPHY," Ado 
UNITING PHILOLOGY WITH SCIENCE. . 
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TUDENT'S. Who have been moſt attached to 

claflical literature, and who- confequently have ſuc- 
ceeded beſt in it, have often been grofsly ignorant of 
thoſe pleaſiig parts of ſcience, the laws — Waden 
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Were it only for the ſake of variety, and the plea- 
ſure reſylting from it, I would beg leave to ſuggeſt to 
claflical ſcholars the propriety of extending the object 
of their purſuit. Poetry, hiſtory, moral philoſophy, 
and philology, though truly delightful of — 
1 9 more ſo, when the ſameneſs of the ideas 

which they preſent, is relieved by the beautiful and 


diverſified ſcenes of natural philoſophy. It is like be. 5 


ing into a beautiful country which we never ſaw 

fore, or like the arrival of a new ſeaſon. of the year, 
when we make an excurſion from claſſical ground, on 
which we have long dwelt, into the territories of na- 
tural ſcience. An aſſemblage of ideas entirely new is 
preſented to the mind of him, who never before devi- 


ated from the . flowery. paths of philology. His mind 


is refreſhed with variety, and enriched with new ac- 
quiſitions, and he returns to criticiſm, hiſtory,. poetry, 
and whatever elſe conſtitutes polite letters, with a-more- 
eager appetite. 


A knowledge-of lnature-and: of art, as well as: fi- 


ences, ſupplies a copious ſource-of new ideas to the 
writer. Moral. maxims and hiſtorical examples-can 
ſcarcely fail, after letters have been long cultivated, to 
loſe the grace and attraction of novelty. But from na- 
tural philoſophy, new alluſions, new. exemplifications;, 
new ſimilitudes, new compariſons, and new images of 
all kinds, are eafily deduced. What is borrowed from 
this department eannot have been anticipated by the 
antients, fince how little did they know of electricity, 
magnetiſm,. hydroſtatics, optics, . pneumaties, and 2 


thouſand other moſt entertaining ſubjects, in which 


philoſophy appears ſubſervient to manufactures and the 
accommodation of common life! A man may have 
read the beſt Greek and Latin claſſies, and ſcarcely- 


have one juſt. idea of the orb on Which he lives, or of. 


its natural and artificial productions. 

I wiſh, indeed, that claſſical taſte may always be 
united with a competent knowledge of the ſciences. 
Jam convinced it would be for the advantage of both, 
For if it is true, on the one hand, that claſſical ſeho- 
lars have been often moſt diſgracefully ignorant of 

5 2 things, 
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things, it is alſo true, on the other, that natural phi- 
loſophers have often been unable to give their diſco- 
veries that — dreſs which claſſical taſte alone can 
beſtow, and which is "neceſſary to allure the general 
attention. By a reciprocal participation of each other's 
knowledge, the claflic would become more ſolid, and 
the naturaliſt more pleaſing. At the ſame time, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that ſolid ſcience ought not to be ſuper- 
fAuouſly decorated, nor delivered in the ſtyle of an af- 
fected rhetoric. Beſides that, a profuſion of miſplaced 
ornaments is always unpleaſing ; tropes, figures, and 
unneceſſary epithets, would introduce an obſcurity moſt ' 
unfavourable to the progreſs of ſcience. The Attic 
ſtyle ſeems, indeed, peculiarly ſuited to ſcientific pro- 
duQtions ; and, if Ariſtotle is too little ornamented, 
yet his chaſtity, correctneſs, and purity, ſeldom fail to 
pleaſe on a diligent peruſal. Pliny the Elder is, how- 
ever, a more agreeable model of ſtyle, though his ſe- 
lection of matter is extremely culpable. N f 


5 


We have, indeed, many writers in natural philoſo- 
phy, who were trained in claſſical ſchools, and who. 
were early poliſhed by the elegancies of philological 


literature. But in their ſubſequent ſtudies they ſeem to 
have relinquiſhed the models of the golden ages, and 
to have written with little ſolicitude to pleaſe by their 
ſtyle, provided they were able to communicate in- 
formation. The conſequence has been, that many 
fine diſcoveries of original philoſophers have either 
aſſed unnoticed by the common reader, or they 
— been repreſented in a — of languid and flowery 
deſeription by writers, whoſe knowledge of nature was 
too ſuperficial to enable them to communicate it with 
accuracy. 4 . 
But, in truth, it muſt be allowed, that elaſſical ſcho- 
lars have been much oftener ignorant of phyſiological 
learning, than natural philoſophers of polite letters. 
Many of our very eminent poets, when they have oc-. 
caſionally introduced deſcriptions of the animal, ve- 
getable, or foſſil productions of nature, have commit- 
ted egregious miſtakos. To the honour of the poet of 
the Seaſons, it has been remarked, that he was an ac- 
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curate obſeryer of thoſe appearances which he delighted 
to deſcribe. INES 
But, without inſiſting on the utility of phyſiological 
ſcience as preparatory to compoſition, one may aſk, 
who is there that pretends to the character of the gene- 
ral ſcholar, or the man of a comprehenſive mind, that 
would chuſe to live his days, without ſeeing the new 
world, which is opened to his view by the microſcope, 
the teleſcope, and all the curious machines of the ex- 
rimentaliſt? What ſtudent would negle& to look 
into the entertaining volumes of a Ray, a Derham, an 
Adams, a Baker, a Swammerdam, a Keil, a Rown- 
ing, a Hales, a Cotes, a Clare, a Halley, a Boer- 
haave, a Linne, a Buffon, a Ferguſon, or a Pennant ? 
To ſhut our eyes on ſuch . glorious ſcenes as they ex- 
hibit is, as Milton calls it, an injury and ſullenneſs 
againſt nature. In this age and country, lectures in 
experimental philoſophy are read in every part of the 
kingdom, and the, ſtudent has an opportunity of ac- 
quainting himſelf with the moſt curious natural phz- 
nomena at a very trifling expence, and without the- 
trouble of furniſaing and rs; mh a coſtly and com- 
plicated apparatus; an ineſtimable advantage, and ſuch 
an one as the philoſophers of antiquity would have 
traverſed the world to enjoy. I have been aſtoniſhed: 
to ſee how very careleſs even men of ſenſe and liberal 
education, in this matter, and how few comparatively 
attend the lectures of the experimentaliſt, Even in the 
univerſity of Oxford, I can remember, it was by no 
means univerſal to attend the profeſſors, who read moſt 
ingenious lectures on aſtronomy, chemiſtry, and natural 
philoſophy. The claſſical ſcholars ſeemed rather to 
deſpiſe that kind of learning; and, indeed, we often 
undervalue what we do not underſtand. | 
I have frequently been ſurprifed to find how few, 
in compariſon, viſit that noble repoſitory of nature's 
productions, the Britiſh Muſeum. Many thouſands, 
and thoſe too in the more enlightened ranks, have lived 
and died within a mile or two of it, without, having. 
once had the curioſity to inſpect it. Ye ſhades of Pliny 
and Ariſtotle, how indignant muſt ye have been, if 
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obſerved a le, pretending a love of ſcience, yet 
2 of — invaluable treaſures, even at their 
threſnholds! a | 
That the vulgar and illiterate ſhould be incurious is 
not ſurpriſing ; but that the claſſical ſcholar ſhould be 
totally ignorant of nature's works, is no leſs aſtoniſh- 
ing than diſgraceful. To thoſe who are induced, by 
their knowledge of a few languages, and of the claſſics, 
to think themſelves completely accompliſhed in all hu- 
man learning, I will recommend the peruſal of the 
notes to the preface of Chambers's Dictionary. 
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No, LXX. on THE EFFECTS OF THE BAD 
EXAMPLE OF THE GREAT AMONG THEIR 
MENIAL SERVANTS, DOMESTICS, AND DE= 
PENDANTS. 
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T is found by experience, that there are few orders 
in the community more profligate than the ſervants 
and domeſtic dependants in rich and noble families. 
They are greatly to be pitied, as many cauſes concur 
to render their corruption almoſt unavoidable, They 
have uſually been ſlightly educated, if educated at all, 
and are often thruſt, at an early age, into a wicked 
world, deſtitute of all principles moral and religious, 
The only leſſon they have learned with effect, is to ad- 
mire worldly pomp and grandeur, and to think rank 
and title capable of juſtifying, any conduct, however 
iniquitous or immoral. They idolize the great with 
abje& ſervility, and are infolent to the middle ranks. 
They aſſume a ſhare of grandeur from the rank of their 
maſters, and think themſelves intitled to domineer 
over their equals, and to ridicule their ſuperiors, 
Wherever they go, they diffuſe, among the lower or- 
ders, a ſpirit of impudence, diſcontent, extravagance, 
and debauchery, and are uſually and deſervedly eſteemed 
a nuiſance to a acighbodrheed, 

Indeed, 


1 
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Indeed, the profligacy among the ſervants of the 
great is no trifling evil, Much of the corruption of 
the common people is certainly cauſed and encreaſed 
by their example. The following is a cafe too com- 
mon in the country village. A young man, with all 
the happy ſimplicity of honeſty and innocence, is en- 
aged, in conſequence of the good character which he 
= in the fervice of the neighbouring lord. He 
goes to the metropolis, and ſpends a winter in the low 
aunts of the loweſt debauchery and drunkenneſs. 
While his maſter is engaged in the ſcenes of polite 
amuſement, the poor menial, , who waits for him dur- 
ing the tedious watches of the night, ſolaces himſelf 
in the alehouſe or the night-cellar, amidſt all that can 
corrupt by examples of fraud, exceſs, ill language, 
and every vice which debaſes humanity, His honeſt 
parents, and his brothers and fiſters, are, in the mean 
time, enjoying the ſweet ſlumbers procured by labour 
and temperance, ; 55 ä 
At the return of ſummer, the poor fellow retires 
with his maſter into the country. He is finely dreſſed, 
and naturally excites the admiration of the village and 
his own family, What he ſays comes from him with 


the authority of an oracle. He conſiders himſelf, in- 


deed, as greatly enlightened, and undertakes to com- 
municate the illumination. In the firſt place, he ridi+ 
cules the ruſticity of his friends and neighbours, and 
laughs at their aukward dreſs and behaviour. Their 
patient ſubmiſſion to labour, he calls plodding and 
ſlavery ; their ſobriety and temperance, covetouſneſs- 
and meanneſs ; their — affection and regard to 
decency, ignorance of 
ſuperſtition. | | 

He commonly confirms his opinions by alleging the 
example of his lord. My lord,“ ſays he, I would 
4% have you know, is a great man, a very great man. 
« He is concerned in governing the nation, making 
4 taxes, and is in great favour both with his prince 
« and with the p ople. His patronage is courted, not 
4 only by clergymen, ſuch as our vicar, but by biſhops 
and archbiſhops, Therefore you may depend upon 
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« it, whatever your godly books may teach you to the 
% contrary, that his manner of acting and thinkin 
« is right, and ſuch as is moſt conducive to happinets 
„ and enjoyment. Now this is my lord's plan. He 
&« drinks, games, ſwears, runs in debt, and never 
„thinks of paying his bill at the ſhop; though, to do - 
him juſtice, if he loſes at cards, he always pays 
ready money. My lord likewiſe keeps two or three 
© miſtreſſes, beſides his wife, with whom, indeed, he 
„never ſleeps: but then he lets her go very grand; 
and, though two or three of our mercers have broke 
„ ſince they have ſerved us, he ſpares no colt in ſup. 
«« porting her appearance. My lord never goes to 
church, but calls the parſons a pack of hypocrites, 
and employs his Sunday either in wg, or in 
«« cards, dice, drinking, and viſiting the ladies. I 
** uſually ſtand behind my maſter's chair at dinner, 
and attend very cloſely to all the converſation : ſo 
„ that I often pick up a great deal of improvement. 
„And from all I have been able to collect, I am led 
« to conclude, that what we hear in ſermons, and read 
„in the Bible, is all nonſenſe; and that the true wiſ- 
dom is to gratify one's ſenſes and paſſions as much as 
one can, get money in any manner, provided it can 
* otten ſafely, and live jollily. So keep it up, 
my lads, and follow mine and my lord's example.” 
The lads and laſſes of the village liſten to his leſſon 
with open mouths, and hearts which pant to imitate 
their kind inſtructor. Many immediately relinquiſh 
the plough and the dairy, and haſten up to London in 
purſuit of fine clothes, money, and pleaſure. They 
who remain behind, endeavour not to be outdone in 
drunkenneſs, gaming, and debauchery, by a lord and 
his footman ; and the village, from being the ſeat of 
peace, innocence, induſtry, and contentment, becomes 
the fink of ſin and miſery, Colonies ſoon emigrate 
from it to ſupply the Strand and the ballaſt-lighters. 
This 1s realty no exaggerated repreſentation. There 
are few country gentlemen, who do not conſider the 
ſummer reſidence of a rich or titled man of faſhion in 
their neighbourhood as a ſerious evil, on account = 


the corruption of morals which his corrupted ſervants 
introduce! There are not many.villages, where ſome 
Mr. John or Mrs. Abigail does not endeavour to turh 
the country people from the errors of their ways, by 
teaching them, that virtue is ignorance, and religion 
ſuperſtition. The example of rank and riches adds a 
weight to their arguments, which nothing but woeful 
experience can counterpoiſe, So extenſive has the 
contagion been conſidered, that I have ſeen it menticn- 
ed in advertiſements of houſes on ſale, as a very great 
recommendation, that there was no nubleman's feat 
within nine miles of the ſituation, 
Though riches and titles often render their owners 
adepts in a new kind of philoſophy, and teach them to 
ſee the vanity of morality — religion in their own 
caſe, yet they cannot prevent the want of morality and 
religion, when it appears in their own ſervants and 
dependants, from being ſeverely felt by themſelves. 
The rich and the titled do, indeed, in theſe times, 
often pretend to extraordinary benevolence ; becauſe 
it happens to be the faſhion, Let then their benevo- 
lence be rendered conſpicuous among thoſe of their 
own houſeheld, and thoſe of the villages and towns 
which border on their -paternal eſtates. We cannot 
help diſtruſting their pretenſions to patriotiſm and + 
love of mankind, to univerſal benevolence and com- 
aſſion, when we ſee them, by the force of their power- 
Ful example, unloofing all the moral and religious re- 
ſtraints, which tend to preſerve the innocence and ha 
pineſs of individuals and communities; when we fee 
them careleſsly diffuſing drunkenneſs, debauchery, diſ- 
eaſe, and infidelity among thoſe, whom fortune has 
rendered the humble miniſters of their luxury and pride. 


2 


28 


n 
a 
0 
N 
ſ 
y 
T 
7 
0 
t 
| 


1 > ot Bc Dro . 


No. 1. MORA L. &. 30 


— Ao 


No. LXXI. on MUSIC AS AN AMUSE= 
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J OST of the pleaſurable diverſions have a ten- 

dency, when purſued with ardour, not only to 
relax in a proper degree, but totally to enervate. They 
indiſpoſe the mind for manly virtue, and introduce a 
tenderneſs of feeling ill ſuited to encounter the uſual 
aſpecities of common life. But the ſtudy of mukic, 
under due direſtion, while it ſweetly forks the ſenſe 
of hearing, touches the ſoul, and elevates and refines 
its nature, Conducted by philoſophy, it is able to 
infuſe the nobleſt thoughts, to urge to the moſt animated 
action, to calm the ruffled ſpirits, and to eradicate 
every malignant propenſity. 

Amid the invectives thrown out again the diff 
manners of the preſent age, its taſte for muſic deſerves 
applauſe, Even as a ſource of ſenſual pleaſure, it is 
one of the pureſt and moſt dignified ; yet it may be la- 
mented, that it is cultivated merely as a ſenſual plea- 
ſure ; becauſe- that which titillates the ear, is not al» 
ways the belt calculated to affect the heart. Simple 
muſic, for which the preſent age ſeems to have little 
reliſh, is capable of producing the moſt violent effects 
on the ſentiments; and the negle& of it is the cauſe 
that the mind is often little intereſted in the moſt cele- 
brated compoſitions, 

He who has made muſic the ſtudy of his life, and 
1 1 an ear refined by application to faſtidious de- 
icacy, 1s pleaſed with the curious productions of the 
Italian compoſer. But let the admired compoſition be 
performed in the hearing of another, whoſe natural 
powers are equally ſenſible, but who has been uſed to 
the works of Purcell and Handel only, and he will find 
his ear not greatly delighted, and his heart totally 
unaffected. | 5 

The kind of muſic, however excellent as a piece of 
art, which penetrates no farther than the ear, 2 
uces 
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duces an effect quite different from what was intended 
by the original invention. As a pleaſure of the ſenſe, 
though elegant in a high degree, it yet contributes to 
imbecility. The inartificial mufic of the drum, at 
which the connoiſſeur might be enraged, is better able 
to produce the genuine eltect⸗ of muſic, lively emotions 
of mind, than the fine modulations of a Fiſcher's haut- 
boy and a Croſdil's violoncello. __ 

Of what kind is the muſic that delights thoſe who 
are 1 by the name of vulgar, but who poſ- 
ſeſs all the faculties of perception, in a ſtate unde. 
praved by artificial Are Such perſons are the 
unaltered ſons of nature; and the ſounds which uni- 
verſally pleaſe them, are ſounds which nature intended 
ſhould pleaſe, and for which ſhe adapted the finely- 
ſuſceptible ſenſe. The drum, the fife, the trumpet, 


the harp, the bagpipe, and the dulcimer, are the in- 


ſtruments which inſpire the lower ranks with joy and 
with courage, — which alleviate the ſenſe of the 


greateſt labours and the greateſt dangers. If we were 


to fuppoſe a Giardini condeſcending to play a fine Ita- 
lian piece of muſic at a rural fair, there is little doubt 
but his audience would be ſtolen away from him by the 
1 performer on a Scotch bagpipe or the hurdy- 
gurdy. | : . | . 
There are certain ballads, and certain tunes adapted 
to them, which are known to almoſt every individual 
in a nation, and which pleaſe on every repetition, 
The muſic, as well as the poetry of theſe, is ſimple in 
the extreme. The Scotch tunes have a ſweetneſs which 
delights every ear unſpoiled by the complex produc- 
tions. of laborious ingenuity, but which the Italian 
maſter knows not to intermix in his boaſted compoſures. 
And yet, nothing can be more- natural and eaſy than 
the ſweet wild wood-notes of the Highland ſwain. 
There are alſo certain pſalm tunes, which, with 
little merit as technical performances, are enabled to 
excite in the mind a great degree of devotional extaſy. 
Thoſe of the hundredth and the hundredth and fourth 
pſalms, are the moſt I muſic in England; and 

they are no leſs adapte 
elevate 


to excite a ſpirit of piety, and 
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elevate the ſoul to heaven, than to ſooth the ear with 
their ſimple melody. * | | 
Theſe obſervations are adduced with a view to re- 
commend the adoption of a taſte for fimple muſic, 
among thoſe who ſtudy muſic merely for the entertain- 
ment of a domeſtic circle. It appears to be more 
leaſing to- the ear in its natural ſtate, than the la- 
bound and complicated productions of the profeſſed 
modern muſician; and experience abundantly proves, 
that it powerfully affects the heart and the imagination, 
If then it were received in thoſe numerous families, 
where, in the preſent age, muſic forms a conſtant di- 
verſion, its effect on the morals of the people at large 
would be truly important. It would elevate with piety, 
warm with generoſity, and enlarge and ennoble, cor- 
rect and purify every affection. There is ſcarcel 
any ſentiment which may not be excited, increaſed, di- 
miniſhed, or modified by a piece of muſic, ſimple 
enough to be ſtrongly expreſſive. Thus powerful as 
well as ſweet, it is to be wondered at, as well as re- 
gretted, that it ſhould be ſuperſeded by a ſpecies of 
complicated harmony, ingenious indeed, in a high 
degree, yet poſſeſſing little other claim to attention, but 
as it affords an elegant amuſement for a vacant hour. 
Muſic at preſent often forms a conſiderable part of fe- 
male education ; and it is to be lamented, that an ac- 
compliſhment, which, when properly regulated, is 
molt efficacious in filling the young mind with virtuous 
and generous ſentiments, ſhould form only an innocent 
paſtime and polite employment. AT 13 85 
Paradoxical as it may appear, it is really true, that 
muſic ſeems of late to be addreſſed to the eye as well 
as to the ear, Dexterity of execution, the wonderfully 
expeditious motion of the fingers, the hand, and the 
arm, cauſe an equal ſhare of applauſe with the tones 
of the inſtrument. He who can hold his breath the 
longeſt, is 1 honoured with the longeſt 
continuation of plaudits. The ſweeteſt ſhepherd that 
ever Pipes on his Doric reed, would be leſs applauded . 
than he who can make his pipe ſqueak for the ipace of 
five minutes without reſpiration. The fimple lyre of 
Apollo would .{carcely engage attention, age 


© 
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finger of a modern was dancing on the ſtrings of a 


violoncello. Te attain to this ſtupendous excellence 


of rapid execution, requires the unremitted labour of 


a life; while a much leſs degree of application would 
enable a performer to raviſh and captivate the heart, 
if the. natural feelings were not ſuperſeded by acquired 


taſte. * 


It is often urged as a reaſon for neglecting the ſtudy 


and performance of muſic, that to excel in it, or to 
play in ſuch a manner as not to offend a judge, requires 
a. portion of time incompatible with an attention to 
more valuable acquirements. To arrive at this ſur- 
priſing expedition, this muſical legerdemain, it is in- 
deed neceſſary to do little elſe than ſcrape and pipe, 
But a comparatively moderate dexterity is ſufficient to 
effect all the great 2 of muſic, thoſe of moving 
the paſſions in the cauſe of virtue, and of exciting ſen- 
timents of manly pleaſure. Fortunately, the fimple 


muſic, which is to produce theſe deſirable effects, is the 


moſt eaſily performed. The moſt powerful influence 
of muſic ever known, 1s recorded in the volumes of 
antiquity ; but it 1s certain, that the muſical inſtru- 
ments of antiquity were ſimple in ſo great a degree, 
that -it has perplexed the mod 

how they were capable of producing a tolerable har. 
mony. Yet the feats of Timotheus, though aſtoniſh- 
ing, are thought by many not to have been fabulous. 
He, indeed, who looks into the opera-houſe, after 
reading Dryden's Ode, will be induced, from the va- 


cant countenance and ſleepy eye, to judge that the 


muſical art of Timotheus may be numbered among the 
loſt arts in which antiquity excelled, and which the 
moderns ambitiouſly, yet vainly, 1mitate. 

To produce the full effect of muſic, it is neceſſary 
that the ſiſter art, which operates in conjunction with 


it, ſhould not be united by a forced alliande. Good 


poetry and good muſic, each of which is ſeparately 
powerful, acquire, by a proper union, an irreſiſtible force 
over the human heart. Yet every one knows, that 
many a fine piece of muſic is deformed by the moſt 
wretched rhymes that were ever tagged by a hungry 
ꝓoetaſter. Songs we have in abundance, written by 


authors 


ern muſician to diſcover 


No. 72 M OR A L, '&. 371 


authors of acknowledged excellence; and it is ſurely 
a want of ſpirit to adopt, in preference to theſe, the 
nonſenſe which a muſician has purchaſed in Grub- 


ſtreet; to be accompanied by his excellent melody. It 
is indeed to be wiſhed, that the ſuperior poets of the 


age would combine with the beſt compoſers of muſic, 


and do honour to themſelves, and to the arts they love, 
in cementing, by the liberal communication of mutual 


aſſiſtance, ſo natural and deſirable an union as that of 


maſic and poetry. 
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No. LXXII. on THE BEST METHOD OF RX 


CITING IN BOYS THE SYMPTOMS OF LITE= 
RARY GENIUS, 
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HAT tender ſenſibility which always accompa- 
nies true genius, often lays open the heart to 


ſuch early impreſſions as are very unfavourable to a vir- 


tuous and prudential conduct. Many parents have 
therefore expreſſed a wiſh, that their ſons might poſ- 


ſeſs a plain underſtanding, without any of that fine and 
ſuſceptible delicacy which is ſuppoſed to conſtitute a a 


genius. | 


But it appears to me, that this glorious gift of 
heaven ought not to be ſo lightly eſteemed. To be ſu- 


perior to other men in the ſuperior part of man, the 
mind; to perceive external nature with greater acute- 
neſs than others; to poſſeſs the powers of memory, re- 
flection, imagination, to a fuller extent, and to be 
more feelingly alive to all the affections of the heart, 
vw hat is it but to have been favoured by heaven with a 
more excellent nature, to have been rendered capable 
of diſtinguiſhed happineſs, and of communicating 
good in an effectual and extenſive manner to the world 
at large? Not to with for ſuch a condition as this, nor 
to be thankful for it when it has fallen to ourſelves or 


our children, is a degree of ingratitude humiliating to 


humanity, 
And if it be true, that genius is expoſed to peculiar 
dangers at an early age, I would not infer, that genius 
13 
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3s not to be deſired, but that the moral conduct of him, 
in whom it appears, ſhould be kept under the reſtraints 
of parental authority, with uncommon ſtrictneſs of dif. 
cipline and vigilance of obſervation. It is not ſufficient 
merely to give moral cautions, but actual reſtraints muſt 
be impoſed ; for, after all the boaſts of moral philo- 
ſophy, the moſt effectual method of reſtraining young 
paves from vice, is to watch them circumſpectly, to 

eep them at home, and at a diſtance from temptation. 
That ſuſceptibility of temper, which, when unreſtrain- 
ed, leads to vicious habits and indulgencies, will 
ſtrongly attach itſelf to all that is laudable and lovely, 
if care is taken, that nothing but what is truly ſo be 
allowed to ſollicit the attention. Elegant letters will 
furniſh a variety of delightful objects, capable of en- 
grofling both the affections and the imagination, ſo long 
as the allurements of the ſenſes are, as much as poſlible, 
removed from the view. n ‚ 

Genius then yeing an endowment moſt deſirable, 
and not neceſſarily attended either with miſconduct or 
misfortune, I ſhall think myſelf uſefully employed in 
attempting to point out a few methods which may con- 
tribute to excite it. The flint muſt be ſtruck in a pro- 


per manner, and with proper materials, before the la- 


o 
! 


tent ſpark can be elicited. 


| Inſtead of exercifing the underſtanding only at a 


very early age, I think; a very conſiderable ſhare of 
attention ſhould be paid to the cultivation of the fancy. 
For this purpoſe, the, moſt entertaining ſtory- books 
ſhould be read as an amuſement. The more romantic, 
the better adapted to the purpoſe. 'The popular hifto- 
ries of giants and fairies, enchanted caſtles, and ideal 
beings of uncouth form, and whatever ſtrongly ſtrikes 
the imagination, or deeply affects the heart, is calcu- 
lated to vivify the latent ſeeds of embryo genius. 
Many of thoſe little books, which are ſold by itinerant. 
pedlars to children and ſervants, and which are thought 
too deſpicable to deſerve the attention of the learned, 
have conſtituted the mental food of our ſublimeſt writers 
in the age of infancy. Not only the old romances, but 
the common hiſtorical ballads of rudeſt compoſition, 
have been read with delight by our beſt poets. 2 

; : | Works 
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works, of Shakeſpeare bear evident marks of that ſpecies 
of reading in which he took pleaſure. His witches, 
his magiclans, his ghoſts, and all thoſe airy nothing“ 
to which he gave a local habitation and a name, owe 
their origin to the poet's feeding his fancy on the ro- 
mantie and ſuperſtitious writings of the darker ages. 
It appears too, that Milton was extenſively acquainted . 
with romances, and that he felt a peculiar pleaſure in 
their peruſal, The examples of ſuch men powerfully 
confirm the propriety of that mode of exciting genius 
which I pringipally recommend. ; 

But this ſort of books muſt be placed in the hands of 
children merely as matter of entertainment; and, if 
they do not ks delight in them, they muſt be laid 
aſide for a more convenient ſeaſon, It would be ridi- 
culous to - read: them as a taſk, and would indeed fruſ- 
trate the intention; for it is the delight which they 
afford to the infant fancy, which conſtitutes their prin- 
cipal utility. They are found, for the moſt part, to 
be particularly adapted to the curious and inexperi- 
enced -mind of children : they are read with the cloſeſt 
attention ; they enable the foul to feel its lively ener- 
gies, expanding to ſtrength and maturity; and they 
operate on the pregnant mind like a warm vernal 
ſhower on a fertile held, | 

It muſt indeed be allowed that, with all their faſci- 
nating power over the young imagination, they ſome- 
times exhibit nonſenſe and futility, Many parents 
and inſtructors will therefore object to the peruſal of 
them. If theſe, however, may be rejected, yet I think 
it abſolutely neceflary, that ſome books of fimilar 
effect ſhould be ſubſtituted in their place; and I. can- 
not help thinking, that none are better ſuited to the 
purpoſe than thoſe of Milton and Shakeſpeare, Aa 
objector may urge, that a young boy will often be at 
a loſs to underſtand them. But let not this be re- 
garded. Let him read on, and paſs over what he does 
rot underſtand, without impeding his progreſs. He 
will of courſe underſtand them better on every ſubſe- 
quent reading; and his genius will be called forth 
much more powerfully, by dwelling on what he under- 
ſtands, and receiving a proper impreſſion from it, than 
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by topping to develope difficulties with the coldneſs of 
Simple, narrative, and pathetic poetry, is indeed ſo 

| pleaſin to the pure and unvitiated minds of boys, that 
it can ſcarcely fail to excite their portion of genius, 
if they poſſeſs any; but there are alſo many works in 
roſe capable of producing the ſame effect. Nouſſeau 
has recommended Robinſon Cruſoe. Ientirely agree with 
him, on the peculiar propriety of feeding the young 
mind with a book ſo intereſting, and ſo eaſy of compre- 
henſion. Don Quixotte may be recommended for the 
ſame purpoſe. Oriental tales, ſuch as abound in the peri- 
odical eſfayiſts, are peculiarly proper. Old Bunyan's Pil- 
grim's Progreſs, though a ſtrange performance, very pow- 
erfully affects the fancy, and may be uſed with great ad- 
vantage, in accompliſhing the purpoſe of exciting geni- 
us. The Arabian Nights Entertainments, the Tales of 
the Genil, and the Death of Abel, though they may 


not be entirely approved by a mature underſtanding and 


taſte, are well calculated to kindle a flame in the bo- 
ſoms of boys; but, perhaps, no book would be found 
to afford better paſſages for this purpoſe than the Bible, 
if a little care were taken, by the ſuperintendants of 
education, to ſelect thoſe parts, which are ſo beautifu] ly 
diſtinguiſhed for ſimple ſublimity and unaffected pathos, 
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No. LXXIII. on: T REASONABLENESS OF 
THE ANTIQUARIAN TASTE. | 
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HE baneful effects of thoſe prejudices, which 
the mind forms from an early 54 wrong afloci- 
ation of ideas, have been often felt and lamented in 
the ſeveral departments of morals, of ſcience, and of 
religion. They have been experienced in a fimilar 
manner, though indeed. with leſs injury to ſociety, in 
a province, where the want of adequate objects to ex- 
cite jealouſy and paſſion might be ſuppoſed to preclude 
their operation in the ſtudies of humanity and polite 
letters. To the influence of unjuſt prepoſſeſſion, , 
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maſt be attributed, that ſome kinds of literary purſuits, 


indiſputably innocent at leaſt, ſuch as is the ſtudy of 
antiquities, have been attacked with all the ſhafts of 
pointed ridicule, | | | 
One circumſtance, which has contributed to extenu- 
ate the value of reſearches into antiquity, 1s a vety ex 
alted opinion of the ſcientific attainments of the preſent 
age. progreſſive improvement is univerſally, and 
in every inſtance, the conſequence of progreſſive years 
the opinion and the reſult of it might perhaps be wel 
founded. But though it muſt be allowed, that the ad- 
vancement of valuable Tcience has been diſproportion- 
ably rapid within the ſpace of the laſt two or three cen- 
turies; though the invention of printing, of the com- 


| * and of many auxiliary inſtruments, and the dif- 


uſion of a liberal ſpirit, have facilitated modern en- 
quiries of every kind, and conſequently accumulated a 
fam of knowledge, which preceding ages could ſcarcely 
hope to obtain; yet it muſt be conſidered, that in thi 
long interval of mental darkneſs which preceded theſe 
inventions, many hiſtorical events muſt have happened 
many practices prevailed, many modes of convenience 
have been adopted, which it may concern mankind t 
know, but which cannot be recalled but by the labours 
of the antiquary. The general light enjoyed by the 
preſent age is ſtrong and diffuſive ; but it cannot illu- 
minate theſe diftant periods, unleſs its beams are con- 
centered upon them. The rays of the ſun are abund- 
antly ſufficient to guide our ſteps on the ſurface of the 
earth; but he who inveftigates the ſubterraneous ca- 
vern muſt have recourſe to the aſſiſtance of the lamp. 
The deep reſearches of our modern ſcholars , 4 
ſomerimes thrown additional light on ſcriptural ſub- 
jects, and have had no inconſiderable influence in diſ- 
ſipating the doubts of the ſceptical. The diſcovery 
and explanation of a medal by a moſt ingenious illul- 
trator of antient mythology, have exhibited to the deiſt 
a very powerful confirmation of the ſcriptural account 
of the deluge, It is certainly an erroneous judgment 
which has cenſured the ſtadies of the medalliſt as nu- 
gatory. To antient coins, gems, and medals, learn- 
ing in general is greatly indebted, and hiſtory owes 
ah 12 ſome 
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ſome of its moſt authentic records. All the uſual ma- 
-\terials to which writing has been committed are of a 
re nature, expoſed to irrecoverable deſtruction 
from a thouſand ſlight accidents, and inevitably doomed 
to periſh, | after a ſhort period, by the corroſion of 
time, But the inſcription on the faithful metal- has 
been preſerved, without injury, from the earlieſt pe- 
* riods f civilization. To ſeem to pay a veneration to 
ruſt, and to eſtimate the current coin at leſs than the 
mutilated braſs or copper of a Roman emperor, may 
appear ridiculous to him, who has not duly conſidered 
1 extenſive utility of theſe acquiſitions ; but he who 


| Has obſerved light reflected from an n con- 
ane, 


temptible coin, on hiſtory ſacred and pro will re- 
5 the laudable though fingular purſuit of the vir- 
tuoſo. | | HY - 

Nor will it be found, that in ſubjects of comparatiyely 
leſs importance than the truth of religion, and the au- 
thenticity of hiſtorjcal information, the reſult of the anti- 
quary's labour is deſtitute of utility. He muſt have 
1 a very inadequate idea of the powers and the 
energy of the human intelle&s, | who imagines that no- 
thing. was produced, even in the darkeſt ages, by the 
efforts. of native ingenuity, worthy the adoption of a 
more refined period, Not only in ſcience, but in po- 
litics and ceconomics, in the leſs ſplendid arts, which 
adminiſter to convenience and enjoyment, much in- 
formation may be derived, by careful ſearch, from 
times which have been.in general neglected, as afford- 
ing nothing to repay the labour of attention. This at 
leaſt is certain, has whatever they afford of real uſe 
can only be elicited from the. embarraſſment in which 
it is entangled by the {agacious antiquary. The ig- 
norance of the ages in queſtion neceſſarily occaſioned a 
paucity of written memorials. ' Few and imperfect as 
theſe have been, nothing but unwearied perſeverance, 
joined to great penetration, could draw them from 
their obſcure - repoſitories, and give them a ſufficient 
degree of perſpicuity. It is happy for mankind, that 
the love of antiquities is a paſſion which operates with 
no inconſiderable violence. Nothing leſs could ſtimn- 
late the laborious ſtudent to ſuch long and 3 

| inve 


OA Q = = o& © 


200 enen vwMmw ©6 o©_ = — oa 


2 
2 
e 
a 
1 
1 
- 
T 
e 
h 
a 
8 
2 
n 
it 
it 
h 
* 
U 
L- 


No. 73. | M O R A L. Ke. 317 


inveſtigations, as are often neceſſary to procure ſatiſ- 
factory in formation. He, however, who has perſe- 
verance enough to ſurmount all difficulties, which op- 
ſe his progreſs in a dark and rugged path, ought to 
vindicated from the cenſures of raillery, however 
futile his diſcovery may ſometimes appear to a ſuper- 
ficial obſerver. Many of our moſt excellent | were wrt 
in the laws of England, many of our envied p 
inſtitutions owe their origin to feudal times; to thoſe. 
times which the claſſical ſcholar is tempted to overlook 
as preſenting little to exerciſe and reward ingenuity.- 
But it may reaſonably be concluded, that they who 
could deviſe legal and civil modes of judging and act- 
ing avowedly worthy the imitation of the moſt improved 
ages, were often equally ſucceſsful in their other in- 
ventions. In developing theſe, the antiquary ſome- 
times finds, and perhaps dwells upon, leſs important 
matters, which are only entertaining; but he is no 
more to be condemned than the voyager, who ſtops to 
contemplate the curioſities which occur in his paſſage, 
yet, at the ſame time, forgets not the place or object 
of his deſtination.  ' - - een UTP” - 
It has been miſtakingly ſuppoſed, that the ſtudies of - 
the antiquary are deſtitute of entertainment. To the 
lover of them, they unqueſtionably have afforded plea- 
ſure, even under the moſtdifadvantageous circumſtances ; 
but, in the preſent age, they have alſo entered on 
a department, which engages the attention of the. 
al ſcholar, and the man of taſte and polite learn- 
ing. They have-been employed in recovering, from 
antient manuſcripts and ſcarce books, the party of 
our forefathers; and he who is moſt averſe from the 
more dry and recondite reſearches, muſt acknowledge 
his obligations to thoſe who have judiciouſly com- 
piled the reliques of our antient poetry. n 
Obvious as 14 wt the unlity of enquiring into the 
obſcure ſcenes of remote antiquity, it has given riſe 
to ſarcaſm and ridicule. | Circumſtances, it muſt be 
confeſſed, - have ſometimes ariſen, which ſeem to juſtify | 
ſome degree of raillery. For it is true that; in the 
courſe of various and profound reſearches, many col- 
lateral diſcoveries will be made, whoſe ſole utility con - 
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fiſts in the gratification of curioſity. A common utenſil, 
of little dignity or uſe, has ſometimes exerciſed the 
conjeQural ingenuity of the antiquary, to the diver- 
fion of thoſe who haye not imbibed a congenial ſpirit. 
But however contemptible the diſcovery of. tnifling 
objects may have been, when conſidered in itſelf, it 
has acquired a degree of value by the general and pro- 
- bable conſequences. It has often led to ohjects of real 
importance, by ſuggeſting hints, which might never 
have occurred, had not the enquiry been commenced 
and proſecuted with vigour. And the maxim eftabliſh- 
ed in a leſs liberal purſuit, that the ſmalleſt gains are 


not to be aide by him who endeayours to amaſz a2 


fortune, muſt be ſteadily attended to in a ſucceſsful. 
purſuit of knowledge, - 7 a 

And, indeed, allowing that many of the reſults of 
antiquarian ſagacity are not of high importance, yet 
will not this conceſſion tend to render the ſtudy of an- 
tiquitzes a. contemptible employment. It is a fruitful: 
ſource of the ' pleaſures of imagination. That lively: 


faculty of the human mind is greatly delighted with ther 


effort it makes in returning back to paſt ages, in beige 
intimately converſant with manners and chatacters 40. 
tally difierent from the, pfeſent, in bringing back to 
view ſcenes that have long vaniſhed, and tracing the 
progreſs of human improvements from their embryo tate 
to their comparative maturity. 7270 


That which affords this {pecies and degree of plea- 


ſore is highly worthy of gultivation, For it may with 
juſtice be aſſerted, that they who judge ſcarcely any 

thing worthy of ſerious purſuit which is not attended 
with evident and palpable profit, are too ſevere in 
their reſtrictions. Their conceptions are certainly too 
limited when they circumſcribe advantage within the 
bounds of perſonal, or even public emolument. Every 
intellectual effort, which calls off the attention from 

leſs refined avocations ; every liberal ſtudy, which fur 
niſhes an innocent pleaſure, is uſeful, as it is favours: 
able to virtue, and adds to the number of ſafe in- 
dulgences, ) vt 
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2 O arraign any part of thoſe ſtudies, which exer- 
1 ciſe the talents of the liberal and ingenious, is 
by no means a deſirable province. Under certain cir- 
cumſtances, and with due reſtrictions, they are all laud- 
able in a high degree. But ſince excellence - admits 
gradations, and ſince even eſtimable qualities and vir- 
tuous exertions, are rendered blameable by exceſs, it 
becomes expedient to point out the line which ſeparates 
fictitious from real utility, and to reſcind thoſe redun- 
dancies, which, like a morbid excreſcence on a beau- 
tiful body, ſuperinduce deformity on grace, and give 
by an alloy to intrinfic- value. Such an attempt, inſtead. 
| of extenuating, will tend to enhance the worth of thpſe 
* which are really valuable. : 
Theſe ideas will perhaps juſtify us in reviewing: the 
objeRivns Which may be made to the purſuits of the 
antiquary. T — theſe purſuits are unqueſtionably 
too bo eee to be condemned in general, yet their 
pars n and their exceſs afford ample ſco liberal 
1 CONIUTE, | Dr 0 : 
That the ſtudies of the antiquary have afforded-mat- 
ter for comic ridicule is not to be wondered at, when 
it is conſidered, with how-ſerious an air he has uſually 
deſcanted on trifling ſubjects. An implement origi- 
| REINA rendered till more worthleſs . 
5 by decay, no ſooner falls into the hands of the admirer - 
of ancient remains, than it excites a de of admir- 
ation approaching to idolatry, and furniſhes matter for 
a profound diſſertation. Many fanciful conjectures are 
formed, a thouſand collateral hints ſuggeſted, and a 
deciſive ſentence at laſt pronounced, with all the formal 
roceſs of dictatorial authority. After all the learn- | 
ing diſplayed, and ſagacity exerted, it not unuſually . 
Bade os r 4 happens, 
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happens, that a ſpectator, under the guidance of com- 
mon ſenſe, diſcovers, that what has given riſe to ſo 
much diſcuſſion is of modern fabric and invention, ac- 
cidentally or artfully diſguiſed. Among the various 
modes of acquiring money invented by the reſtleſs 
mind of man; it has been one to imitate the effect“ of 
time, to make an artificial ruſt, to accelerate decay, and 
deceive the antiquary. T 
Few ſtudies are ſo much expoſed to the deluſion of 
forgery as thoſe of antiquities. 'Though the antiquary 
has ſometimes made his palate the criterion of a ge- 
nuine ruſt, and has been able to taſte the difference 
between Roman or Attic «rvgs, and the ſophiſticated- 
pollution of the modern counterfeit ; yet, by the tem- 


porary — — of the organs of taſte, he has 
n 


often been known tp admit into his invaluable collee- 
tion pieces of leſs value, and of leſs antiquity, than 
the loweſt coin of the current ſpecie. Many an Otho 
has been fabricated by a modern -copper-{mith,” WhO 
has turned his baſe metal to good account,” by con- 
verting it into the twelve Cæſars. And a piece of 
braſs, cried down as too baſe to paſs with the ſtamp of 
a modern monarch, has become current and valuable 
as the coin of a Roman emperor. 4,4 0 E.. 
Nor is a full dependence to be placed on thoſe ar- 
chives and written memorials, on the ' authenticity of 
which modern hiſtory moſt confidently' relies. An in- 
ſtance of the facility with which an appearance of an- 
tiquity can be given to the parchment, has occurred in 
our own times and country. The late ingenious, but 
unfortunate author of the pretended poems of RO -W- 
lie, was able not only to imitate the modes of 
writing which prevailed among our anceſtors, but to 
colour the parchment with the ſpurious. marks of 
antiquity, in ſo artful a manner, as to «deceive wen 
thoſe who were converſant in antient writings, and 
who were juſtly eſteemed for their ſuperior” pense 
tration. And the misfortune is, that as the love of 
antiquities becomes more preyalent, the multitude 
of ſuch impoſitions increaſes from the hope of ad- 
ditional reward. The pleaſure which ſome have found 
in ſucceſsful deception has given rife . to wanton: 


forgery ; 
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forgery ; and, while a great ſhare of attention conti- 
nues to be paid to the reli of paſt ages, ſuch de- 
ceits will abound, becauſe they are eaſy to invent, and 
are productive of gain. I hey who are beſt able to repay. 
the . of ingenious reſearch, are often moſt ex- 
poſed to the deluſions of the artful, by that degree of ſan- 

uine ardour which they poſſeſs, and which is wholly 
incompatible with the exerciſe of diſcernment. ; jy 

To. aſſert that hiſtory has ſeldom: received valuable 
light from the ſtudies of the antiquary, is to indulge 
in declamatory invective at the expence of veracity. 
And yet it muſt be confeſſed, that the acceſſion to real 
and important knowledge has ſcarcely been propor- 
tionate to the labour exerted. Cuiiofity has been 
abundantly gratified; but it does not appear, that 
many of the diſcoveries which have afforded. pleaſure, 
have been attended with any other conſequence greatly 
obſervable; It does not appear, that much light has 
been derived from them for the direction of manual 
arts, for the illuſtration of phyſical phænomena, for the 
regulation of manners, for the embelliſhment, or for 
the accommodation of life. That degree of ingenuity 
and perſeverance, which might have made valuable 
improvements in all theſe departments, has been often 
waſted in dull Muſzums, and laviſhed away in pro- 
ducing unfatisfaftory conjectures on ſubjets, where 
even obvious truth would be unimportant. :. The boaſt- 
ed in formation of ancient coins and marbles is for the 
moſt part imperfect, often equivocal, and ſometimes 
unintelligible. The perſpicacious eye of an antiquary 
has indeed diſcovered inſcriptions ſatisfactory to him- 
ſelf, but which could neither be ſeen nor acknowledged 
by the more obtuſe viſion of a common obſerver; In- 
ſcriptions thus ambiguous, and information thus ob- 
ſcure, though it may give ſcope for ingenious conjec- 
ture, and amuſe the curious, can ſeldom afford ſolid 
ſupport, or give clear illuſtration to the page of hiſtory. 
Wich reſpect to the collector of that kind of reliques, 
which were at firſt of no value, are attended with no 
uſeful conſequence near or remote, and derive all theis 
power of exciting eſteem from the marks of that dura - 
tion, which has occaſioned their decay, he certainly 

4 has 
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has done diſcredit to the ſtudy of antiquities. He has 
purſued trifles with an ardour juſtifiable only in im- 
portant buſineſs, and conſumed time and ingenuity in 
N adequate purpoſe. By the diſcerning part 
of mankind, he will be claſſed in the ſame — with 
the admirer of a trinket, the hunter of a butterfly, the 
cultivator of a flower, and the connoiſſeur in maſſes. 
Such purſuits we acknowledge to be harmleſs, and the 
praiſe uſually terminates in that fingle epithet. He 
who venerates a contemptible relique js actuated with 
a degree of the pilgrim's ſuperſtition, leſs pernicious 
indeed in its effects, but ſcarcely leſs abſurd in its 
principlleQ. | n Ri 
But let not the juſtice of liberal and candid cenſure 
be diſgraced by indiſcriminate and general invective. 
From the reſearches of thoſe who have brought to 
light the antiquities of antient Greece and Rome, 
from our own Potter and a Kennet, our ſcholaſtic ſtu- 
dies derive daily ance. It is eaſy to enumerate the 


names of many, who have: very ſucceſsfully laboured. 


in this department. Our own country can diſplay a 
long liſt of illuſtrious antiquaries, who have judict- 
ouſly trodden in the footſteps of a Camden, a Leland, 


and a Hearne. It muſt at the fame time be lamented, 


that it can exhibit a great number, who, b ertin 

the purſuit, have —— it ridiculous. g I F 
 Raillery and cenſure are perhaps more frequently 
miſplaced and ill-direted than applauſe. They have 
often been carried to exceſs, and pointed at wrong ob- 
- jets, when they have choſen the ſtudy of antiquities 
for the diſplay of their poignancy. The attack ſhould 
only be levelled at abuſes and perverfion. The correction 
of theſe will reſtore its proper dignity to the ſtudy of an- 
tiquities, and cauſe the ſhafts of ridicule, which 'have 
been ſucceſsfully thrown at it, to recoil on the a 7 
ſors. The reſult will be, that the attention, which 1s 
due to real excellence and experienced utility, wall 
ceaſe to be paid to objects which poſleſs only an ima- 
ginary value, derived from an equivocal or ſuppoſitious 


Source, the ideal merit of a long duration. 
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£7 Y' univerſity, 1 thought myſelf ſupremely happy, 
I was: at laſt preſented! by my college to a living: 
worth two hundred a year. ing ſo long a period, 
had treaſured up many ideas for the regulation of 
my future conduct, and atulated myſelf, that my 
theory was now to be reduced to practice. at 
I found my parſonage houſe a large antiquated build- 
ing, in a delightful fituation, and capable of very 
emp improvement. I had been uſed to ſee * 
ing around me in the beſt order, and had acquired 
x love of external decency in all the articles of dreſs 
and habitation. -I ſent therefore without hefitation- 
for the builder, and gave him an unlimited order to- 
repair every thing in a ſtyle of becoming elegance. 
The work was done entirely to my mind, and I had 
nothing to find fault with but the bill, which came to- 
three times the ſum mentioned in the eſtimate, and al- 
moſt exhauſted the little ſavings of a collegiate life. 
My garden was laid out in gravel walks interſeQing- 
each other at right angles, and its only ornaments were 
a few yew- trees clipped into peacocks. ordered every 
tree and plant to be rooted up, the walks to be turned 
to ſerpentine, and the whole to be planted with the 
moſt beautiful ſhrubs. A cloſe of about an acre at 
the bottom lay ſo contiguous, that. it tempted me to- 
add it to the garden. No labour or ingenuity was 
ſpared, and I own I felt a little ſatisfaction in a con- 
ſciouſneſs of poſſeſſing —— me in a taſte 
— 6. ſuperior: 
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ſuperior to the Eſquire himſelf. In the ardour of re- 
formation it did not occur, that I was not only expend- 
ing more than I could afford, but involving myſelf in 
a neceſſity of keeping an additional and fkilful ſervant, 
conftantly to ſuperintend my improvements. I had 
neglected utility for ornaments, and had planted the fir 
and the laurel inſtead of the fruit - tree and the pot-herb. 
After incurring ſome ridicule of the neighbourhood, I was 
obliged to change my ſhrubbery to a cabbage- garden, and 
to reſume my cloſe as paſture-ground for my pouey.. --.. 

I no ſooner ſettled, than it was ſuggeſted to me, by 

an attorney Who wanted buſineſs, that my living was 
worth much more than I ſhould receive; and mat I 
owed it to myſelf and deen 10 receive the) yt 
in Kind. Tentered on the project with great zeal; 
a barn, and bought a cart; hut in a meeting of farmers, 
not ene of whom could read or write his own name, I 
was talked out of the ſcheme, and prevailed on to let 
my living for life, two-thirds under its real value. 
I had ever entertained exalted ideas of the utility 
and pleaſure of old Engliſh hoſpitality, and had pro- 
miſed myſelf a plentiful table heneyer I ſhould be- 
come maſter of a houſe. The beſt of wines, the beſt 
of proviſions were brought to it, and theſe were al- 
lurements that prevented. the poſſibility of its being de- 
ſerted. The Ir gentlemen liked both my 
port and ale, and I was ſo happy as to give them ſa- 
tisfaction with my Madeira; a circumſtance which, 
though it pleaſed them and me at the time, was a 
ſubject of ſome uneaſineſs to my wine-merchant, who 
found that a pipe a year was a great tax on an annual, 
income of tWo hundred pounds. 

The baker's, butcher's, and maltſter's bills were a 
kind of manuſcripts never met with in the Bodleian, 
and to the peruſal of which I was quite unuſed, | I had. 
much rather have collated a dozen Greek copies, than 
have caſt up a ſum con ſiſting of a dozen articles. This 
difinclination ſoon introduced a perplexity in my ac- 
counts, which I was too indolent to unravel, till at laſt. 
an accumulation of debt required a degree of a:conomy: 
to which my ſpirit could not without difficulty . 
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uption, ſave the tinkling of the chapel and the dinner 
bell, and could not help being diſguſted;at the noiſe of 
ſeryants, and the buſtle of a family. Amid the din 
which was ſeldom interrupted, how often did I wiſh 
myſelf tran ſported to the bliſsful region of the common 
room fire-ſide! Delightful retreat, where never fe- 
male ſhewed her head Face the days of the founder ! 
There was one circumſtance attending my new ſitu- 
ation, which, though only an imaginary evil, gave me 
at firſt a ſenſible mortiſestion. As a ſenior fellow, I 
was a little monarch within the verge of my college. 
The ſtatutes had required, that perſons of the lower de- 
grees ſuould paſs before me, nay, ſtand in the quadrangle 
whenever I was preſent, with heads; uncovered. - From 
this general obeiſance, and fram many other circum- 
ſtances, I had been led to coneeive myſelf a perſon of 
eat importance. I was ſo, indeed, in the circum- 
Eribed limits of my ſociety. But the misfortune was, 
that I could not eaſily free myſelf from the conſciouſ- 
neſs of it when no longer 4 member, and expected a 
ſimilar degree of deference from all I, met, which can- 
not be paid in the buſy world without in convenience. 
Though by no means remarkable for diffidence at 
college, I felt myſelf aukward and uneaſy, when ad- 
mitted into the company of thoſe who were ſtyled the 
polite. I had thought and read upon moſt ſubjects; 
yet I found my remarks leſs attended to in a faſhionable 
circle than thoſe of the conſeſſedly illitetate Matter: 
I poſſeſſed; but the manner was wanting. That eaſy 
kind of, trifling, which pleaſes without fatiguing the 
attention. of the ſuperficial, was not among m acade- 
mical acquirements. Thus, with a great inclination, 
and ſome ability to join in 2 converſation and in- 
texcourſe,. I was, almoſt reduced to a ſtate of ſolitude, 
and wiſhed in vain for the frank and good - natured a(- 


nd 
{ociates of the common room. 


pon the whole, my conditien is far leſs happy and 
leſs reſpectable, than I had reaſon to expect. I have 
diſeovered,, when it is almoſt too late, that I had con- 
fined, my views within too narrow limits, by attending 
only to the affairs of a college. I have learned, the 
#604 neceſſity 
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neceſſity of ſtudying things with all the attention paid 


to an abſtruſe ſcience ; and will recommend it to thoſe; 
whoſe proſpects in life are ſimilar to mine, to devote 
ſome part of their time to the conſideration of common 
affairs; of a few mechanic arts, ſuch as concern build. 
ing, _— gardening ; of agriculture, and of the 
manners of hu 

of tythes, they will be obliged to negotiate. © They 
will thus not only ſpend the cloſe of their lives with 
more pleaſure to themſelves, but will more effectually 


accompliſh the ends of the clerical eſſion. "0 
Of the imprudence of a contrary conduct, I ſtand 4 


— 


o 


melancholy inſtance, I am left alone, at a time when 
the amuſement of companions” is moſt wanted to help 
out the laſt ſtage in the journey of life, Fam both de“ 
ſerted and defranded, -I remain in a total ignorance of 
the world, at a period when others are become wiſe by 
experience; and I am involved in the miſtakes of youth, 


without its amiable qualities to-palliate them. 
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"HEY who are' exempted by their elevated con- 
dition from the'confinement of cammercial and. 
profeſſional life, involve themſelves in voluntary flave- 
ry by engaging in the ſervice of the tyrant faſhion. 
They are compelled to abſtain from actions in them- 
ſelves pleaſing and innocent, however ftrong their in- 
clination to them, becauſe the caprice of diſtin- 
guiſhed character has prohibited them by his example. 
Like the dulleſt of animals, they are driven round the 
ſame circle, from which once to deviate would ſubject 
them to an appellation of all others the moſt formidable. 
To be called profligate, extravagant, intemperate, or 
even wicked; might be tolerated with patience; but: 
who could bear to live with the epithet of ungenteel ? - 
People of faſhion, once admitted to this honourable 
title, form a little world of their own, . - 
00 
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look down upon all others as beings of a ſubordinate 
nature, It is then a natural queſtion, In what does 
this ſuperiority conſiſt? It ariſes not from learning, 
for the moſt illiterate claim it, and are indulged in the 
claim; it ariſes not from virtue, for the moſt vicious 
are not excluded. Wealth, beauty, birth, and ele- 
gance, are not the only qualifications for it, becauſe 
many enjoy it who have no juſt pretenſion' to either, 
and many are excluded who poſſeſs them all. It ſeems 
to be a combination of numbers, under 'two or three 
leaders in high life, who agree to imitate each other, 
and to maintain, by the majority of voices, and the ef- 
frontery of pride, that all they do is proper, and all 
they ſay is ſenſible ; that their dreſs is becoming, their 
manners polite, their houſes taſteful, their furniture, 
their carriages, all that appertains' to them, the very 
quinteſſence of real beauty. Thofe who come not 
within the pale of their juriſdiction, they condemn with 
papal authority to perpetual inſipnificance. They ſtig- 
matiſe them by wholeſale, as people whom Fac, of 
knows, as the ſcum of the earth, as born only to mi- 
niſter to their pride, and to ſupply the wants of their 
lux Yo | | E 
Groundleſs are the pretenſions of this confederacy, 
no pains are avoided to become an adopted member. 
For this, the ſtripling ſquanders his patrimony, and 
deſtroys his conſtitution. For this, the virgin bloom 
of innocence and beauty is withered at the vigils of 
the card-table. For this, the loſs of integrity, an 
blic infamy, are willingly incurred; and it is a 
by many, that it were better to go out of the world, 
than to live in it and be unfaſhionable. DO ENTS 
If this diſtinction is really valuable, and if the hap- 
pineſs or miſery. of life iv upon obtaining or loſing 
it, then are the thouſands who. walk the private ma 
of life, objects of the ſincereſt pity. Some conſolation 
muſt be deviſed for the greater part of the communi 
who have never breathed the atmoſphere of St, James's, 
nor embarraſſed their fortunes, nor ruined their health, 
in purſuit of this glorious elevation. Perhaps, on an 
impartial review it will appear, that theſe are really 
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poſſeſſed of that happineſs which vanity would arrogate 
to itſelf, and yet only ſeems to obtain. ; 
The middle ranks of mankind are the moſt virtuous, 


the beſt accompliſhed; and the moſt capable of enjoying 
the pleaſures and advantages which fall to the lot of 


human nature. It is not the leaſt of ' theſe, that they 
are free from the neceſſity of attending to thoſe form- 
alities, which engroſs the attention and waſte the time 
of the higher claſſes, without any adequate return of 
ſolid fatisfation. Horace, who was far leſs illuſtrious 
by his birth and ſtation, than by his elegance of man- 


ners, was wont to congratulate himſelf, that he could 
ride on a little mule. to the remoteſt town of Italy 


without ridicule or moleſtation ; while his patrons 
could hardly move à ſtep, but with the unwieldy 
pomp of an equipage. and retinue. The ſingle article 
of dreſs, which, when ſplendid, requires the labour 
and attentiqn of many hours, becomes a wretched taſk 
to thoſe who wiſh to employ; their time with honour, 
with improvement, with pleaſure, and the poſſibility of 
a ſatisfaQory retroſpeion. . - ©, - 5 * 
Viuiſits of form, of which every one complains, yet to 

which every one in ſome meaſure ſubmits, are abſo-. 
lutely neceſſary to keep up the union of the faſhionable 
confederacy. The more numerous, the more honour- 
able. To be permitted to ſpend five minutes, or to 
leave a card at the houfes of half the inhabitants of the 
politer ſtreets, is a felicity which compenſates all the- 
trouble of attendance and tedious preparation. To 
behold a train of coaches, ſome perhaps with coronets 
on their ſides, crowding to their door; to hear the ful- 
minations of a ſkilful footman, are joys of which the; 
inhabitants of a rural retreat has little conception, 'but 
which delightfully affect the fine feelings of thoſe who: 
are made of purer clay, and honoured with the name: 
of faſhionable, $5 | 44 19 4 1 4K tc 

From this ſevere perſecution, the man who aſpires. 
not at ſuch honours is happily free. He viſits. his friend 
and neighbour, becauſe he feels friendly ſentiments. 
for him, and is received with cordiality. The inter- 
vals of company he can devote to ſtudy, and to the pur-. 
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ſait of buſineſs and amuſement; for his communica- 
tions with his friends require not all the long and pre- 
paratory trouble of faſhionable formality. 11 the un- 
reſerved pleaſures of converſation, he looks with rei- 
procal pity on the elubs in St. James's-ſtreet, nor en- 
vies' thoſe who knock at an hundred dbors in an even- 
ing, and who poſſeſs the glorious privilege of fitting 
half an hour in the company of thoſe, -whoſe profeſſion 
ſupplies the place of ſinceritix. | "_- 
The effects of faſhion conſtitute, in the moral world, 
very wonderful phænomena. Faſhion can transform 
deformity to beauty, and beauty to deformity. When 
we view the dreſſes in a picture- gallery, we are tempted” 
to ridicule the ſhocking taſte of bur grandfathers and 
grandmothers; and yet there is not the leaſt doubt, but 
that they appeared beautiful and becoming when they 
were worn, and that the garb of the ſpectator, Who 
now cenſures them would have been then equally ri- 
dicalous. Doring the Thort period of a life, the fluctu- 
ations of taſte / are- ſtrikingly remarkable. A ſmall 
buckle-or à large buckle,' 4 ſhort coat or a long coat, 
a high or low head-dreſs, appear in their turns, in the 
courſe of only a few years, laughably abſurd. Man- 
ners, books, poetry, painting, building, gardening, 
undergo a ſimilar alteration: The prevailing taſte is at 
the time ſuppoſed to be the perfect taſte; a few years 
paſs, and it is exploded as monſtrous; à new one is 
adopted; that alfo is ſoon deſpiſed; and the old one, 
in the capricious viciffitudes of the 1nnovating ſpirit, is 
once more revived, to repeat its revolution. 
There is certainly a ſtandard of rectitude in man- 
ners, decorum, and taſte; but it is more eafily diſ- 
covered than preſerved. The vanity of the great and 
opulent will ever be affecting new modes, in order to 
increaſe that notice to Which it thinks itſelf entitled. 
The lower ranks will imitate them as ſoon as they have 
diſcovered” the innovation; Whether right or wrong, * 
beautiful or deformed; in the eſſential nature of things, 
is of little moment. The pattern is ſet by a ſuperior, 
and authority wilt at any time countenance abſurdity. 
A hat, a coat, a ſhoe deemed fit to be worn only by a 
great grandſire, is no ſdoner put on by a ditator-of- 
2 2 faſhions, 
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faſhions, than it becomes graceful in the extreme; and 
is generally adopted from the firſt lord of the treaſury. 
to the apprentice in ,Houndfditch,. - | 
It muſt be allowed, indeed, that while Faſhion ex- 
erts her arbitrary power in matters which tend not to 
the corruption of morals, or of taſte in the fine arts, 
ſhe may be ſuffered to rule without limitation. But 
the misfortune 1s, that, like other potentates, ſhe will 
encroach on provinces where her juriſdiction is uſurped, 
The variations ſhe is continually introducing in drefs, 
are of ſervice in promoting commerce, The whims of, 
the rich feed the poor. The variety and the reſtleſſneſs 
cauſed, by the changes in the modes of external embel- 
liſhment, contribute to pleaſe and employ thoſe whoſe 
wealth and perſonal infignificance prevent them from 
finding more manly objects and more rational enter- 
tainment. But when, the ſame caprice, which gives 
law to the wardrobe, extends itſelf to the library; 
when the legiſlator , of an aſſembly. dictates in the 
ſchools, - regulates religion, and direfts education, it 
is time that reaſon ſhould vindicate her rights againſt 
the encroachments of folly... ' i 16S 
Vet ſo faſcinating is the influence of general example, 
that they who poſſeſs reaſon in its molt improved ſtate, 
are known to follow faſhion. with blind obedienee. 
The ſcholar and the philoſopher, is þurried away with: 
the rapidity of the torrent. To ſtand fingular, is to 
preſent a mark for the ſhafts of ſcorn and maleyolence.- 
For the ſake of eaſe, therefore, men are induced to 
join the throng, which they: muſt reſiſt without ſucceſs, 


not without receiving injury in the conflitt. Compli- 
ance is thought wiſdom, where oppoſition js-inefficacious.:: 


With reſpe& to the diſtinction claimed by people of 
faſhion, it is certain, that they who are elevated by 


ſtation, fortune, and a; cortreſpondent education, are 
often diſtinguiſhed by a peculiar elegance of manners 


reſulting from their improvements. But this ought not 
to inſpire pride, or teach them to ſeparate from the reſt of 


mankind. It ſhould give them a ſpirit of benevolence, 
and lead them to promote the happineſs. of others, in 


return for the bountiful goodueſs of Providence in be- 


culiar 


ſtowing on them ſuperior advantages, without any pe- 
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culiar merit of their oπn. They ſhould. endeavour to 
convince themſelves, that the warmeſt philanthropiſt is 
the trueſt gentleman, and that the moſt becoming fa - 
— to do al 8 e on. 
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UR En gliſh univerſities are. held in 
among —4— and, indeed, hs: the» 

number of great men, who have reccived a part of their - 
education in them, and their opulent eſtabliſhments of 
colleges and profeſſorſhips, they are really reſpectable. 
I have therefore been the more diſpoſed to — that 
the public exerciſes ſhould be ſo futile and abſurd; as 
to deſerve not only the ſeverity — bat che a- 
moſt poignaney of ridieule. 

Revetenee, it has been inan — 105 Wee 
encreaſed by the diſtance the obje&. The world at 
large, who hear of colleges like palaces devoted to 
eg, of — eſtates bequeathed for the ſupport 
of pro eflors — ., libraries and ſchools for oy? 
ſeience, are diſpo d to view the conſecrated. place in 
which they abound- with peculiar veneration. Acci- 
dental yiſitors alſo, who bekold the ſuperb dining balls, 
the painted chapels, the luxurious common rooms, che 
elegant chambers, and a race of mortals, in a peculiar 
dreſs, ſtrutting thro - the ſtreets with a ſolemm air of 
importance; when they. ſee all the. doctors, both the 
proctors, with all che ads of colleges and halls, ins 
ſolemn proceſſion, with their velvet ſleeves, ſcarlet 
gowns, hoods, black, red, and purple cannot hut be? 
ſtruck with the appearance, and are naturally led to 
conclude, that here, at length, wiſdom, ſcience, learn- 
ing, and whatever elſe is Pram, for ever flouriſh” | 
and abound, --- 

Without entering into an invidious and 3 
examination of the ſubject, we may curſorily obſerve,s 
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that after all this pompous oſtentation, and this profuſe 
expence, the public has not, of late at leaſt, been in- 
debted for the greateſt improvements in ſcience and 
learning, to all the doors; both the proctors, nor to 
all the heads of colleges and halls laid together. That 
populous univerfity, London, and that region of lite- 
rary labour, Scotland, have ſeized every palm of lite- 
rary honour, and left the ſons of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge to enjoy ſubſtantial comforts, in the ſmoke of 
the common or combination room. The burſar's books 
are the only manuſcripts of any value preduced 'in 
many colleges ; and the ſweets of penſions, exhibitions, 
fines, fellowſhips, and petty offices, the chief objects 
of academical purſuit.  : STOLEN ue 
If I were to enter into the many laughable abſurdi- 
ties of collegiate life and univerſity inſtitutions, as 
they now ſtand, I ſhould exceed the limits of my paper. 
It is my intention at preſent only to acquaint the public- 
with the exerciſes, which one celebrated ſeat of the 
Muſes. requires, of thoſe who ſeek the envied honour of a 
Maſter of Arts degree. I ſpeak not from diſpleaſure or 
reſentment ; but voluntarily incur the odium of many 
perſons attached by intereſt and connections to the univer- 
ſities, with no other motive than the defire of removing 
the diſgrace of thoſe noble eſtabliſnments, by expoſing 
the. futility of the exerciſes to public animadverſion. 
The youth, whoſe heart pants for the honour of a 


Bachelor. of Arts degree, muſt wait patiently till near 


four years have revolved. , But this time is not to be 
ſpent idly. No; he is obliged, during this period, 
once to oppoſe, and once to reſpond, in diſputations 
held in the public ſchools—a formidable ſound, and a 
dreadful idea; but, on cloſer. attention, the fear will 
vaniſh, and contempt ſupply its place. nde 
This oppoſing and reſponding is termed, in the cant 
of the place, doing generals. Two boys, or men, as 
they call themſelves, agree to do generals' together. 
The firſt ſtep in this mighty work is to procure ar- 
guments. Theſe are always handed down, from gene- 
ration to generation, on long ſlips of paper, and con- 
fiſt of fooliſh ſyllogiſms on fooliſh ſubjeAs, of the form- 
ation or the ſignification of which, the reſpondent and 
opponent 
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opponent ſeldom know more than an infant in ſwad- 
dling cloaths. The next oy is to go for a /iceat to 
one of the petty officers, called the Regent - Maſter of 
thei Schools, who ſubſcribes his name to the queſtions, 
and receives ſix-pence as his fee. When the important 
day arrives, the two doubty diſputants go into a large 
duſty room, full of dirt and cobwebs, with walls and 
wainſcot decorated with the names of former diſpu- 
tants, who, to divert the tedious hours, cut out their 
names with their penknives, or wrote verſes with a 
pencil. Here they fit in mean deſks, oppoſite to each 
other, from one o'clock till three. Not once in a hun- 
dred times does any officer enter; and, if he does, he 
hears one ſyllogiſm or two, and then makes a bow, and 
departs, as he came and remained, in ſolemn ſilence. 
The diſputants then return to the amuſement of cutting 
the dell, carving their names, or reading Sterne's 
Sentimental Journey, or ſome other edifying novel. 
When this exerciſe is duly performed by both —.— 
they have a right to the title and inſignia of Sophs ; 
but not before they have been formally created by one 
of the regent-maſters, before whom they kneel, while 
he lays a volume of Ariſtotle's works on their heads, 
and puts on a hood, a piece of black crape, hanging 
from their necks, and down to theirheels; which crape, 
it is expreſsly ordained by a ſtatute in this caſe made 
and. provided, ſhall be plain, and unadorned either 
with wool or with fur. et 
And this work done, a great progreſs is made to- 
wards the wiſhed-for honour of a bachelor's degree. 
There remain only one or two trifling forms, and an- 
other diſputation almoſt exactly ſimilar to doing generals, 
but called an/wering under . bachelor, previous to the 
awful examination. nnn 
Every candidate is obliged to be examined in the 
whole circle of the ſciences by three maſters of arts, 
bis own cbaice. The examination is to be held in one 
of the public ſchools, and to continue from nine o'clock 
till eleven. The maſters take a moſt ſolemn oath, 
that they will examine properly and impartially. 
Dreadful as all this appears, there is always found to be 
more of appearance in it chan reality; for the 1 — 
; unce 
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dunce uſually gets his 2 v ſigned with as much 
eaſe and credit as the fineſt genius. The manner of 
proceeding is as follows: The poor young man to be 
examined in the ſciences often knows no more of 
them than his bedmaker, and the maſters who examine 
are ſometimes equally unacquainted with ſuch myſte. 
ries. But ſchemes, as they are called, or little 
books, containing forty or fifty queſtions on each 
ſcience, are handed down, from age to age, from one 
to another. The candidate to be examined employs 
three or four days in learning theſe by heart, and the 
examiners, having done the fame before him when th 
were examined, know what queſtions to aſk, and ſo a 
goes on ſmoothly. When the candidate has diſplayed 
is univerſal knowledge of the ſcrences, he is to diſplay 
his ſkill in philology. One of the maſters, herein 
defires him to conſtrue a paſſage in ſome Greek or 
Latin claſſic, which he does with no interruption, juſt 
as he pleaſes, and as well as he can. The ſtatutes 
next require, that he ſhould tranſlate familiar Engliſh 
Phraſes into Latin. And now 1s the time when the 
maſters ſhew their wit and jocularity. Droll queſtions 
are put on any ſubject, and the puzzled candidate 
furniſhes diverſion by his aukward embarraſſment. I 
have known the queſtions on this oceaſion to conſiſt of 
an enquiry into the pedigree of a race-horſe. And it is 
a common | queſtion, after aſking what is the /ummunm 
Zonum of various ſeats of philoſophers, to aſk what is 
the ſummum bonum, or chief good, among Oxonians ; 
to which the anſwer is ſuch as Mimnermus would give. 
This familiarity, however, only takes place when the 
' examiners are pot-companions of the candidate, which 
indeed is uſually the caſe; for it is reckoned good ma- 
nagement to get acquainted with two or three jolly young 


maſters of arts, and ſupply them well with port, previ- 


ouſly to the examination. If the vice-chancellor and 
proctors happen to enter the ſchool, a very uncommon 
event, then a little ſolemnity is put on, very much to 
the confuſion of the maſters, as well as of the boy, who 
is ſitting in the little box oppoſite to them. As nei- 
ther the officer, nor any one elſe, uſually enters the 
room (for it is reckoned very ungenteel), EG 
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and the eandidates often conyerſe on the laſt — ] 
bout, or on horſes,” or read the newſpaper, or a novel, 
or divert themſelves as well as they can'in any manner, 
till the clock ſtrikes eleven, when all parties deſcend, 
and the teſimonium is ſigned by the maſters. With this 
teftimonium in his pofleſſion, the Eandidate is ſure of 
ſuceeſs. The day in which the honour is to be con“ 
ferred arrives; he appears in the Convocation houſe, 
he takes an abundance of 6aths, pays a ſum of 
in - fees, and, after kneeling down before the vice- 
_— lor, and whiſpering 'a lie, riſes up a Bachelor 
Mn 263587, eigne dan ae 
And now, if he aſpires at higher honours (and what 
emulous ſpirit can fit down without aſpiring at them ?) 
new labours and new difficulties are to be encountered 
during the ſpice of three years.” He muff determine in 
Bent, he muſt do quodiibets; he muſt de axfirs, he muſt 
declaim twice, he muſt read fix folemn lectures, and 
he muſt be again examined in the ſciences, before he 
can be promoted to the degree of Maſter of Arts. 
None but the imtiated can know what determining, 
doing quodlibets, and doing auſtins mean. I have not room 
to enter into a minute deſcription of ſuch contemptible 
minutiæ. Let it be ſufficient to ſay, that theſe exerciſes 
conſiſt of diſputations, and the diſputations of ſyllogiſms, 
procured and uttered nearly in the ſame places, time, 
and manner, as we have already ſeen them in doing ge- 
neruls. There is, however, a great deal of trouble in little 
formalities, ſuch as procuring ſix- penny liceats, ſticking 
up the names on the walls, ſitting in | empty rooms 
by yourſelf, or with ſome poor wight as ill employed as 
yourſelf, without any thing to ſay or do, wearing 3, 
and à little piece of lambſſein with the wool on it, and a 
variety of other particulars too tedious and too trifling 
to enume rate 
The declamations would be an uſeful exerciſe, if it 
were not always ormed in a careleſs and evaſive - 
manner. The lectures are always called Wall Lec- 
tures, becauſe the lecturer has no other audience but 
the walls. Indeed,” he uſually fteals a ſheet or two of 
Latin out of ſome old book, no matter on what ſub- 
ject, though it oaghe to be on natural philoſophy. 
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Theſe: he keeps in his pocket, in order to take them 
out and men if a proctor ſhould. come in; but, 
otherwiſe, ſits by himſelf, and ſolaces himſelf with 
* not from the Bodleian but the circulating 
rar y. 14464 11 F 7 (3. £6315 438d 64 #41 * 18 144+ 4M 
The examination is performed exactly in the ſame 
manner as before deſcribed ; and, though repreſented 
as very formidable, is ſuch an one as a boy from a 
good ſchool juſt entered, might go through as well as 
after a ſeven years reſidence. Few) however reſide; 
for the majority; are what are called zerm-rrotters, that 
is, perſons who only keep the terms for form- ſake, or 
ſpend fix or eight weeks in a year in the univerſity, to 
qualify them for degrees, according to the letter of the 
ſtatutes. 1. Buri; veu bas winds :;.1 
. Afﬀer all theſe important exerciſes and trials, and 
after again taking oaths by wholeſale, and paying the 
fees, = academic is honoured with a Maſter's degree, 
and iflues out into. the world with this undeniable 
paſſport to carry him through it with credit. 
Exerciſes of a nature equally filly and obſolete, are 
erformed, in a ſimilar manner, for the other degrees; 
bat 1 have neither time nor patience to enter into the 
et Fs he 4 A £ 99 717 764 90 7 3 
And now I ſeriouſly repeat, that what I have ſaid pro- 
ceeds from no other motive than a wiſk to ſee the glory 
of the univerſities unſullied by the diſgrace of requiring. 
with ridiculous-ſolemnity, a ſet of childiſh and uſeleſs ex- 
erciſes. They raiſe no emulation, they confer no honour, 
they promote no improvement. They give a great deal 
of trouble, they waſte much time, and they render the 
univerſity contemptible to its own. members. I have the 
honour, ſuch as it is, to be a member of the univerſity of 
Oxford, and a maſter of arts in it. I know the adyan- 
tages of the place; but I alſo know its more numerous 
and weighty diſadvantages; and the confidence the pub- 
lic has already placed in me, makes it a duty to inform 
them of every thing, in which the general ſtate of mo- 
rals and literature is greatly concerned. I have done this 
duty ;.nor ſhall I regard the He of all the doc- 
tors, both the proctors, nor of all the heads of colleges 
and halls, with their reſpective ſocietie. 4 5 
1 46 8 
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As to the imprudenee of this undertaking,” to 
uſe the words of an able but unfortunate writer, I con- 
«« feſs it to be ſuch, and that I have all along proceeded 
„% without a ſingle view to my own intereſt, Without any 
„ promiĩſe or expettation of the ſmalleſt reward, even 
that of being preſented oA Doctor's degree by the 
<< univerſiey, in return for all of IL d the 
% pains which I have taken in its behalf. 5. 

% The worldly wiſe, and the prudent of this gene- 
<c. ration, con things only as they reſpect their 
„ temporal intereſt and advantage, without any re- 
9 to right or wrong, truth or falſchood, any fur- 
„% ther than they conduce to their corrupt purpoſes 
and ſelſiſn aims. But it is the part of a ſcholar and 
«« an honeſt man to conſider things intrinſecally, and to 
„ make truth, reaſon, and equity, the ſtandards of all 
„ his determina tions.“ A l 
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MON the various / follies, by which we en- 
FN creaſe! the natural and unavoidable miſeries of 
life, is the Uread of ap ing age. The ſight of a 
grey hair has oſten cauſed a feverer pang than the, loſs 
of a child or a huſband. After a' certain age, every 
returning birth-day is ſaluted with ſilent ſorrow, and 
we conceal the number of our years with as much ſoli - 
citude as the con ſciouſneſs of an atrociqus crime. N 

This wenkneſs ariſes, in great meaſure, from a de- 
fective education. They -who have never ber ught 
to eonfider- any thing valuable but youth, beauty, .and 
diſipating pleaſure, will naturally feel themſelves re- 
duced to. a ſfate of deſpondeney, when they behold all, 
for which liſe appear worth poſſefling, on the eve of 
de That middle age, at which all the powers 
of the mind and body are in complete perfection, is 
— katy 2 5 — itade. "The 

un of life, by nature circumſeri 
are iſtill farther contraſted by the aa vat: 2 


ſhion, and from threefeore and ten to chirty. 
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It has been currently reported, that many faſhionable 


beauties have expreſſed a devout wiſh, that they might 


not ſurvive their thirtieth birth-day. Lo fink! in the 


horizon of the gay world, and to ſee other ſuns ſoar 
ing in all the glorious majeſty of youth and beauty, 
was more than they imagined their delicate natures 
could poſſibly ſuſtain. & Jen en 
But as life is ſweet, and death not always exorable, 
they and their many imitators will probably be inclined 
to live on, even when they are arrived at the formidable 
age of thrice ten years. It will then be but common 
arity to endeavour to convince them, that there are 
methods, which may render the long and diſmal pe- 
riod which is to follow, not only comfortable to them- 
ſelves, but agreeable to others. They will not any 
longer be under the neceſſity of dreſſing at ſixty in the 
garb of ſixteen, nor of painting and patching a ſhrivel- 
led kin, nor of ſpending that time at--the-looking- 
laſs which ſhonld be devoted to the mirrour and the 
Peauc) of höslinefl. ra enn 
For the enjoyment of the ſpace from thirty to three- 
ſcore, it will be neceſſary to have laid in a ſtock of 
good humour. But the temper muſt be cultivated at 
an early age, in order to be cultivated with ſucteſs. 
The years from eight to eighteen muſt not be exclu- 
ſively devoted to external ornament, and the arts of 
catching admiration. Many efforts muſt be made dur- 
ing this period to overcome, ſpite, envy, peeviſhmeſs, 
Aab bernd, ſullenneſs, and all thoſe ugly qualities, 
which, though they may lie dormant while youth and 
beauty ſecure. ſubmiſſion, will afterwards break out in 
all the fulneſs of their horrors, when flattery is ſilent, 
and admiration , no more. Bat good humour will riſe 


to ſupply the charms of departed beauty; and good 


ſenſe, properly improved, will- leave no part of life 
without the means of pleaſing and receiving pleaſure. 
But there is no method of 1nſpiring good humour and 
ſenſe ſo effectual, as that of forming a taſte for 
polite letters and polite arts at an early age. What- 
ever pleaſes habitually, equably, and innocently, can- 
not fail to ſweeten the temper. Books, beſides that 
they are uſually addreſſed to the taſte, and on that ac- 
0 2 . , count 
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count poſſeſs a beneficial influence on the temper, 

t abound with maxims and with precepts of ſovereign 

2 - efticacy in · the improvement of the heart, the temper, 

and the underſtanding, Drawing and muſic, ſeriouſſy 

and attentively purſued, are peculiarly efficacious in re- 
fining, exalting, and ſweetening the diſpoſition. Every 
thing, indeed, which addreſſes itſelf to the finer fa- 
culties of the human conſtitution, has, in ſome degree, 

- this-valoable, effe8; and he,, who: has bern early | 
taught to value the beauties of the mind, will find its 
graces expanding to their higheſt perfection, at the 

very age in Which the bloſſoms of perſonal beauty wither 

and decay +1: 73,4010 A by® 
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we ſhall have no reaſon to repine, ſince our real hap- 
pineſs is always proportioned to our wiſdom and our 
goodneſs; and we can ſcarcely: avoid growing wiſer 
and better by age, if our minds have been early im- 
proved with learning, and duly tinctured with virtue 
and religion. Time and experience naturally lead 
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s If, as we grow. old, we grow wiſer and better, ſurely 
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- to improvement; and, if our hearts are rightly diſ- 
f . poſed, we ſhall find, in the conſcious improvement of 
t our minds and morals, one of the ſweeteſt pleaſures of 
. which our nature is capable. J k 
- However unreaſonable the exceſſive dread of ap- 
f proaching old age, in either ſex, it is certainly more 
— excuſable, on many accounts, in women than in men. 
5 In men it is a mark of weakneſs, want of principle, 
„ and want of ſenſe. Vet how many do we daily fee 
d with wrinkled brows--and bloodleſs cheeks, and totter- 
n ing legs and hoary -locks, decorating their walking 
ty ſkeletons, with every coſmetic art, and haunting every 
e ſcene of vice and vanity, with all the wantonneſs of a 
d ſtrippling of eighteen! There is a natural dignity, 
ſe authority, and N in old age honourably ſup- 
ported, which ſuch men reſign for that abſurd affec- 
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To confider the advanced periods of life as of no 
value, argues a, great defect of religious principle. 
They conſtitute the proper ſeaſon for the pleaſures of 
devotion and of | practical piety. They furniſh a moſt 
lla 1 deſirable 


ration of youth, which can only render them wretched 
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deſirable opportunity for advancing our nature to all 
attainable perfection, and fulfilling the purpoſes of our 
exiſtence by benevolence and beneficence. They en- 
able us to aſpire after, and to obtain, that beauty which 


mall not paſs au, and op 2 cee Be 


immortal. 
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'H E- origin of building was but letle poſterior to 
the of munkind. Man, naked and de- 
4 058 6 came from the hand of nature, foon 


und it — to ſhelter himſelf from the incle- 


mency of the weather, from the attacks of wild beaſts, 
and from the invaſion of | bis ſavage neighbours. He 
could not lie down to ſleep with ſecurity: till he had 
formed a hut, Which, however rude and inartificial, 
might ſerve the purpoſes of ſhelter and defence. If his 
own wants and natural ingen uity were not ſufficient to 
inſtruct him how to build, he might learn from the ir- 
rational creation. The ſwallow's neſt, and the bee/s 
hive, [ſuggeſted hints which he might adopt and im- 
prove; but this original ſpecies of building, directed 
by no rules, and deſtitute of elegance and ion, 
-cannot properly be ſaid to be the work of: art, or to 
merit the appellation of Architecture. It was, how- 
ever, the em of thoſe noble edifices- which have 
ſinee adorned all civilized/ countries. | 

To the fifſt great works of Architecture, ® ypt, 


ever fertife in the productions of art as well as of na- 


türe, is recorded to have ven riſe, (Several of them 
are extant at this day, and are too generally known to 
admit of reiterated deſcrip pthon; | They excite "thoſe 
ideas which ariſe from ma magriecnee of co deſign, not from 
delicacy of execution z and they rather I * their 
ndeur, than pleaſe by their | 

But the taſte for works of nſeh built and unwieldy 
magnitude, "could not lovg prevail Some ad 
— 2 required to Juſtify" ar d ene. =_ 
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natural to ſuppoſe, and the event has verified the con- 
jecture that ſome of the earlieſt efforts of the art would 
be devoted to religion. The pyramids of Egypt are 
indeed, with great probability, ſuppoſed by Mr. Bry- 
ant to have been temples. Fhe magnificence of the 
temple was well adapted to excite ſubhme ideas of the 
ity-; and it ſeems to have been an early received 
opinion, that the greateſt human ſkill and induſtry 
could not he more properly exverted, than to diſplay the 
ory of Omnipotence. : 2 | 
From the temples of the gods; to palaces and public 


edißces, deſigned for- general debate, and for judicial 


and legiſlative tranſactions, the tranſition was eaſy and 
gradual.- Even in the dwellings of private perſons, 
the art was diſplayed with minute elegance as well as 
magnificent ſplendourt As wealth accumulated, and 
the arts improved, it was natural to add to the origi- 
nal objects of: building, which were convenience and- 
ſufety, ſome degree of ornament. When the few wants 
of nature are ſatisfied, and-the dangers of a ſavage ſtate 
removed, the reſtleſs mind of man creates artificial 
— — of deſire. No ſboner- are the cravings of ne- 
ſtlenced, than the calls of imagination gain at- 
tention? Fuſto becomes importunate when the animal 
appetites are at roſt. At an advanced period of ſociety, 
it · was not enough that the habitation was large, ſtrong, 
and durable. IT was now required to be not only ſafe - 
and commodious, but ornamental. All men of liberal 
and elegant minds, whoſe education, genius, and poſ- 
ſeſſions, enabled them either to defign or execute, 
ſoon devoted themſelves to the ſtudy of that ſymmetry, 
and form of beauty, which excites pleaſing feafations 
Perſons of this turn, and under circumſtances fayour- 
able to its exertion, were, however, in the early ages, 
but thinly ſcattered on the face of the globe. A juſt 
taſte in Architecture was confined; at one time, to the 
comparatively ſmall country of ancient Greeee, The 
reater part of mankind continued long in a ftate of 
arbariſm, and conſequent inſecurity, moſt unfavour- 
able to the progreſs of elegance and refinement : but 
the inhabitants of a Greece, formed, * 
" 3 
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by the partial hand of nature with feelings peeuliarly 
ſuſceptible of every kind of beauty, very early ad- 
vanced the art of building to a degree of perfection, 
which the united intellects of all the civilized world 
have not ſince been able to ſurpaſs. Men have, in- 
deed, ſometimes ventured, from motives of vanity: or 
caprice, to deviate from theſe models; but have com- 
monly returned to them ſoon, with a clear conviction 

of having loſt ſight of excellence in the purſuit of un- 


ac cd we ac ee e M2 
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neceſſary innovation. üg monige Na 
Perfection has commonly followed invention at a 
long interval; and the beſt productions of art have ſel- 
dom been univerſally, and without exception, well re- 
ceived: but the orders of Architecture, invented by 


* 
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the Greeks, have never admitted real improvement by 


alteration, nor have they yet been beheld with diſguſt, - 
or diſapprobation, by a ſingle individual. Fanciful 
changes, in the capital of a column, or in trifling em- 
belliſhments, have, indeed, frequently been adopted; 


but though they might pleaſe the vanity of the artiſt, 


and be applauded by his partial admirers, yet have 
they ſeldom given ſatisfaction to the majority of ſpec- 


tators, Iguorance and dulneſs may have viewed the 
- Grecian Architecture with an indifference eaſily... ac- 


counted for; but every ſenſible mind, though unac- 
uainted with rules, and free from favourable prepoſ- 
eſſions, feels itſelf involuntarily ſoothed and elevated 
by the contemplation of it Profuſion of ornament, - 
and complicated vaſtneſs, have never yet been found 
able to cauſe that effect which is produced by fmple 
magnificence, What is ſaid of the Grecian Architec- 
ture, is to be extended to thoſe additions which the 


Romans made, ſo ſimilar to the primitive productions 


of Greece, that I do not ſeparate them as conſtituting 
different ſtyles, but claſs them, for the ſake of ſimpli- ; 
city, under one denomination. 4 ö 138 

Such then is the general characteriſtic of Grecian 
Architecture, which, though it originally diſplayed - 
that kind of beauty which ſeems, from the univerſality 
of its influence, . congenial to the human mind, has, at 


various times, been loſt by diſuſe, corrupted by vici- 
ous taſte, and mutilated by - ignorance, To trace it 


in 


* 


eyen under diſadvantageous circumſtances, invented 


jet, in ſome meaſure juſtify the conſidering them as 
of the ſame tribe, accidentally diverſified by that ana- 


often viſible in the works of art as well as of nature. 
The many venerable monuments which remain in 
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in the progreſs of its revolutions, and to treat with 
technical accuracy of the dimenſions and particular 
modes of alteration, would be to invade the province 
of the architect and hiſtorian. It were to enter upon 
2 detail, jejune and unintereſting. I pretend not pre- 
ſumptuouſly to compoſe a didactic treatiſe, or an hiſto- 
rica diſſertation on the ſubject, but merely to expreſs | 
the feelings of an elegant, though common ſpectator. = 

During that period of literary darkneſs which over- | 
ſpread all the nations of Europe, the antient arts, from 
their intimate connection with antient learning, ſeem 
to have been involved in the general obſcurity. Still, 
how ever, edifices for religious, for civil, for domeſtic 
purpoſes, were neceſſary ; and the human mind; active 


modes of Architecture, of which there exiſted no an- 
tient model in Greece or Rome. Of theſe, the learned 
antiquary is able to diſcriminate the ſpecific differences, 
and to point out with accuracy the Gothic, the Saracen; 
and other ſtyles, with all their temporary modifications.” 
The general ſpectator, however, includes them all un- 
der the name of Gothic Architecture; and, indeed, the: 
at reſemblance between them in many of their moſt 
ſtriking features, and the common notions on the ſub- 


logous irregularity, if we may ſo expreſs it, which is 


our own country, to teſtify the magnificence of our an- 
ceſtors, enable every one to form an idea of the Gothic 
ſtile from actual obſervation : and it muſt be confeſſed, 
that they bear evident marks of great ſkill, great la- 
bour, and great expence. Taſte, ſince the. builders of 
thoſe times made little pretenſion to what is called a 
pure taſte, and had few opportunities for its improve- 
ment, is not to be looked for in their works, and will, 
indeed, ſeldom be found, To the perfection of a 
building, they feem at one time to have thought it ne- 
ceſſary to exhibit the appearance of great manual la- 
bour in little decorations, and to dazzle the eye with 
gilding, ſculpture, * finery; a ſtyle Which 
| | 4 | is 


{ 
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is called the forid, by thoſe. writers who havt under- 
taken to diſeriminate with accuracy the various ſpecies 
of Gothic Architecture. That any part could be great 
from its ſimplitity, and beautiful from its want of 
ornament, our anceſtors had little apprehenſion. They 
had neither the models of antiquity before their eyes, 

nor the treatiſes of thoſe philoſophers at hand, Who 
have inveſtigated the true cauſes of beauty and ſubli- 
mity. No wonder, therefore, that the maſon and the 

mechanic were ſuffered to diſplay their dexterity in 

fanciful and capricious exertions. Difliculty of execu- 

tion, and the appearance of uncommon labour, were 
often the only criterions of excellence with the ſpecta + 
tor, as well as with the artiſt, at a time when. neither 
of them had opportunities of cultivating a reſined taſte, 
or of forming a ſolid judgment, either by precept or by 


* 


example. 148 

But the modern ſpectator has unavoidably become fa- 
miliar with the Greek model, and, without any great 
effort, if he is not deficient. in natural taſte, acquires 
rules of judging of the fine arts, according to truth 
and fimplicity. On entering the Gothic abbey, or the 
hall, he is, indeed, ſtruck with. ideas of ſolemnity, 
and is conſcious of a: gloomy grandeur. The fretted. 
roof, the long: drawn alle, the pointed arch, and the 
dim twilight from the narrow window, excite a ſpecies 
of emotions peculiarly adapted to the purpoſes: of the 
cathedral. Perhaps, however, the air of antiquity, 
which the Gothic piles of building have by this time 
acquired, has, at leaſt, an ſhare in producing 
this effect on the obſerver. When he views the abbey” 
merely as a work of Architecture, without admitting 
religious or hiſtorical aſſociations, and without indulg- 
ing the prejudices of the antiquary, perhaps he. no 
longer feels himſelf affected with ſarpriſe, or particu- 
larly diſpoſed to devotion. When he looks up with- 
out prezudice, he owns, that however ertenſive the 
area, and vaſt the ſtructure, his attention is drawn off 
from contemplating the grandeur of the whole, by a 
profuſion of little erzxaments, whoſe. angles offend: the 
eye, and which deſtroy the unity of the object. A 
great multiplicity of ideas cannot ſeverally make a due 


impreſſion, 
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impreſſion, and produce à proper effect, when they 
operate in conjunction. While we ſurvey the compli- 
cated parts, we neglect the whos and while we at- 
tend to the whole, by abſtracting the parts, which is 
neither an eaſy nor an agreeable Fort, thoſe laviſh or- 
naments, of which the comp 2 conſiſt, be- 
come indifferent or diſguſting, e uſeleſs, ſuper- 
fluous, and cumberſome. Inſtead 407 — agreeable 
ſenſations, which ought to be a ſubordinate obje& in 
every building for public uſe, ſuch edißces are found 
to raife ideas, in ſome d painful, from the diſ- 
traction of mind which they occaſion. | Meanneſe is 
often the reſult where fablimity was expected, and ___ 
tleneſe appears even in the midſt of grandeur. 

Gothic Architecture is often found diſguſting at pre- 
ſent, from a diſproportion or inconſiſtency, which, 
gy originally _ A long and flender- pil- 
ar ſometimes apparently ſupports a weight, which 
feems too great 179 or it to x Mey This want of ſymmetry 
renders an object highly deformed, which probably, 
by on the appearance of extraordinary fill, delighted our 
anceſtors. The pointed arch, which, becauſe we have 
always ſeen it aſed 3 in buildings venerable for age and 


ſanity, we have learned to t ink peculiarly ſolemn, 
and improper. The 


aukward angle, in the vertex, 
the eye, which loves to purſue the line of a circle, or 
ſemicircle, without obſtruction. Nor let the ſatisfac- 
tion, which is ſometimes experieneed from a view of 
it, be thought an unanſwerable objection to the general 


juſtneſs of this remark : for pleaſing ideas aflociated _ 


with objects 9 , will often communicate their 
Agro reeable tinge by approximation, and render even de- 
a vn longer un graceful, A view of the Gothic 
x pile raiſed by our N- 
wht to remembrance the generations that have 
ceded us, renews the idea of ſome hiſtorical 
celebrated perſpnage, or ſuggeſts 1 on Ps 
jety, the zea}, the comparative ingenuity of our — 
athers; and, on the Whole, raiſes thoughts Nr 
awful on the fanRity of the time - honoured ediſice. All, 


or any of theſe arbitrary affociations, wil give an 
* Qs5 agreeable 
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agreeable air to an object, which might otherwiſe, be 
contemplated with indifference or diſguſ. 
The painted window, a ſtriking ornament of our an- 
tient edifices, exhibits a ſpecimen, by which we 1 
form a judgment of the general turn of that taſte whi 
dictated every other decoration. , Glaring colours, ren- 
dered ſtill more glaring by tranſparency, ſeem to have 
conſtituted, in the idea of thoſe who lived a century or 
two ago, the perfection of beauty, . Accordingly; they 
viewed with a pleaſure, uncontrolled by the chaſte no- 
tions of modern elegance, the gaudy ſhrine, the glit- 
tering altar, the painted monument, and the emblaz- 
oned cieling. Exactneſs of repreſentation, and a faith- 
ful adherence to. nature and propriety, were indeed 
wanting ; but their place was amply ſupplied, in the 
ideas of the dark ages, by the glare of dazzling ſplen- 
dour. Perhaps, it may be juſtly queſtioned, whether 
the genuine graces of unadorned nature were at all 
leaſing to eyes Ka wr" to admire all that was la- 
ious and artificial. The Medicean Venus would 
probably have had few charms till dreſſed like the lady 
of Loretto. The meretricious ſtaining of the glaſs, 
was commonly preferred to the chaſte colouring of the 
canvas. Such, indeed, is the general preference where 
refinement is unknown; and there is rio doubt,. but 
that an Indian would ſet a higher value on. the Dutch 
toy that glitters, and aukwardly imitates the human 
ſhape, than on the ſtatue of a Phidias, or on the paint- 
ing of an Apelles. No wonder that our anceſtors, at 
a period when they neither ſtudied nature nor the an- 
tients, diſplayed in their works of art the characteriſtic 
groſſneſs of barbariſm. Finery ſtrikes immediately on 
the perceptive faculties, -and a very conſiderable degree 
of civilization muſt have taken place, before the firſt 
ſtrong deciſion of the ſenſes can be ſuperſeded by the 
dictates of a critical delicacy. 2 9 
The parts of a building, which add to its ſtrength, 
ought, whenever it is practicable, to contribute to its 
beauty. The vaſt buttreſſes of the Gothic Architecture, 
ſuppoſing that they were neceſſary to ſupport, which 
however they were not always, are ſeldom thought at 
preſent to conduce to ornament :; but that they — 
0 
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often intended to adorn, we may conclude from thein 
being applied where, as ſupports, they are, ſuperfluous. 

And indeed, conſidered in this light, they. are per- 
fectiy . with that general taſte, 83 | 
to have delighted in ſupernumerary ap es, pro- 
vided they nd the Flea of great 5 or difſicul- 
* In Ic cad and the fortihed wall, they are, in- 

- deed, always admitted with good effect, becauſe they 
add to the appearance of ſecurity as well as to real 
ſtrength; but in edifices, conſecrated to religion and 
the arts of peace, they occaſion that diſguſt to true 
taſte, which reſults from the miſapplication of ſupports 
and embelliſhments., Nor are they of themſelves in 

the leaſt beautiful. They want the rotundity of the 
column, and the uprightneſs of the pilaſter, and abound 

with unpleaſing angles. bk 7 50 . 

The internal ſupports are often no leſs heavy and 
inelegant. Even where there appears a great reſem. 
blance to-Grecian Architecture, we find no veſtiges of 

Grecian grace. The pillars are prepoſterouſſy thick, 

and want the due height to render them pleaſing to 
the eye. The baſes, the ſhafts, and the capitals, are 

joined together without ſymmetry, and ſeem not to 
have been conſidered by the artiſts as forming one 

Whole, which, when proportionate, conſtitutes an ob- 

ject that never yet failed to pleaſe. Moſt of the artiſts, 

it is probable, knew not, in an upenlightened age, 
the difference between the Orders; and by blendin 

them capriciouſly together, or by omitting ſome o 
their eſſential parts, formed indeed a column, not 
uite unlike the Grecian, but too much diſguiſed and 

Jeformed to be recognized among the orders of anti- 

quity. The ornaments of the capitals are whimſical 
and - de architrave, the frieze, and the cor- 
nice, are preſerved in a.mutilated, fantaſtic, and ir- 
regular form. Under theſe diſadvantages, what little 
there is of the Grecian Architecture yields in beaut 

to the Gothic, when the Gothic appears in its belt . 
Kyle, genuine and unmixed. The mixture of the two 
ſtyles in the ſame building, which is not uncommon, 

never has à good effect; ſince the Gothie ſpoils the 

uniformity of the Grecian, and the Grecian renders the 
| Q 6 / Gothic 


the gloomine 


as. taeda ata 
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Gothic more cenſpicuouſly inelegant by ths contraſt of 
its own beauty, | _ | | 

The darkneſs, remarkable in religious buildings of 


this ſtyle, has been admited as an excellence. It is 


ſaid to thro the mint into that ſerious temper, which is 
peculiarly adapted to the indulgence of devotion. 
Such an effect it 1 produce, in à great de- 
gree, on minds fabjett to ſuperſtition and fanaticiſm, 
or ſtrongly influenced by a warm mation x yet, 
why ght, one of the moſt glorious works of creation, 
ſhould refrigerate the ardour of religion in the rational 
and di ate profeffor of it, no good reaſon can be 
aſſigned. The imaginations of all men are, however, 
affected by very 'trivial cauſes; and he knows little of 
human nature, who knows'not the power of the ima 


1 over the ſtrongeſt underſtanding: but it is 


e buſineſs of philoſophy to affert the empire of reaſon 
oyer fancy, A religious dimneſs may, perhaps, be 
deemed neceflary by; the bigotted inhabitants of the 
convent and the clorſter, whoſe minds, it is to be 
feared, are often as dark as their habitations: bur light 
is cheerful, and cheerfulnefs is the diſpoſition of in- 
nocence. If = is to de taught to feel contrition 

s of the temple, it is to be prefumed, 
that the pions ſorrow will be as tranſient as the emotion 
which cauſed it, and which, Eke other productions of 
the fancy, muſt be of fhort continnance. That our 
n had no fuch end in view we may conclude, 

cauſe the fmall contracted window is not ria 


to the church, but as often obſerved in the Gothic 


hall, palace, and private dwelling. We fairly 
infer, phe the faſhion took its riſe from a dect in 
taſte and judgement, not from a conviction of its pe- 
culiar propriety in religious houſes; or, perkaps, the 
aperture was made ſmall, becauſe glaſs was fearce in 

early ages, and a large opening admitted the incle- 
mency of the weather; but, whatever was the cauſe, 
one is almoſt tempted to fay, that it was a proof of un- 
common narrowneſs of mind, to be ſparing of that 
light which the Author of nature has beſtowed with 
liberality almoſt as unbounded as his power. 00 
: ; z 
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But, in truth, while we cenſure the contracted taſte, 
we muſt applaud the enlarged benevalence and unaf-- 
ſected piety of our forefathers. The numerous build- 
ings which they conſecrated to learning,. however un- 
couth their appearance, have afforded retreats and op- 
portunities of improvement to men, Who have been at 
once the ornaments of our nation, and of mankind. 
Nor were the alms-houſe, and the hofpital,. lefs capable 
of adminiftering comfort and relief to the, needy and 
infirm, becauſe built with little grace or ſymmetry :- 
and the pious heart has poured forth its animated de- 
votion at the rude Gothic ſhrine, with a fervour not to 
be furpaſſed in the Grecian temple. The taſte of our 
anceſtors is, indeed, no longer a 12 for our own :- 
but their beneficent virtues will for ever continue pro- 
per objects of imitation. | pe II 
The revival of antient literature, was foon followed 
by the revival of true taſte. The latter was a natural 
conſequence of the former. By an acquaintance with 
books, the mind was opened, the views enlarged, and 


curioſity excited, Travelling into foreign countries 


for the purpoſes of improvement, as well as of war and 
commerce, became a eral practice, and was facili- 
tated by the liberal ſpirit of enquiry, which began 
univerſally to it. Our artiſts no ſooner ſaw the 
Grecian and Roman remains of ArchiteQure, than 
they caught the idea of beauty, which they realized at 


their return. The new = of building, as the an- 
r 


tient, at its revival after lying darmant many ages, 
might be called, was immediately compared with chat 
which then prevailed, and was preferred to, it with 
intuitive diſcernment. It wanted only to be ſoen, to be 
admired and adopted. 7 : | 
And, indeed, its beauties are of fo peculiar a kind, 
as to ſtrike and = even the uncultivated mind, 
Like the fabric of the univerſe, it derives much of 
its grandeur from its fimplicity. Its ornaments arg 
_ chaſte, elegant, captivating, and never ſuperfluous. 
They are a! pov. contrived to wear the appearance 
of -utility, and often really contribute to 2 — 23 
well as to adorn, Many of the moſt eſſential parts are, 


4  '©,8 & AY, "No.2g- 
from their ſhape and proportion, as beautiful as thoſe 
ſpecifically termed ornamental. The column of each. 

order, with all its appendages, and the ſemi-circular, 

or elliptical arch, without a pointed vertex, ſeem to 
have — inherent in the form of them capable. 

of giving pleaſure to the mind, previouſly to the di- 
rection of rules, and. the diſquiſitions of criticiſm. bs 
The paſſion for novelty and fingularity is, however, 
often found to prefer the new and uncommon, even to 
allowed and eſtabliſhed excellence: and for the gra- 
tification of this inborn avidity of human nature, ab- 
ſurdities, long exploded and relinquiſhed, are often 

revived, and fanciful and monſtrous innovations intro- 
duced. It is not therefore ſurpriſing, however culpa- 
ble, that, in oppoſition to the general taſte of mankind, 
many ſtill admire and labour to reſtore the Gothic 

Architecture; or that tired of Grecian beauty, they 
endeavour to import, into northern climates, a ſtyle 

which they call oriental, but which 1s often mixed and 
modified with their own groteſque. or puerile inven- 
tions. Iugenuity of deſign, ſkill in execution, and 
rarity of appearance, may cauſe eyen buildings of this 
fantaſtic form to excite a tranſient pleaſure among the 
curious, or the uninformed'; but it is to be hoped, 
that the general depravity of taſte, which can render 
them objects of general approbation, will not ſoon take 

place. What were this, but a preference of darkneſs 
to light, of deformity to beauty, of barbariſm to re- 

finement ? | | 4 THEATER 8 
Of a revolution ſo fatal to the fine arts, there is in- 

deed little danger. The ſtandard of taſte, that great 

deſideratum in many of the works of human ingenuity, 
ſeems to be diſcovered and eſtabliſhed in Architecture. 

The caprice of a few individuals cannot alter. it. Nor 

is it likely to be loſt, till the ſame darkneſs, which 

once overſpread antient Greece and Rome, ſhall, in- - 
volve all modern Europe; an event too improbable to 
be apprehended. but by the viſionary. 
To pleaſe the eye has, in later times, become a 

_ collateral object in the building deſigned for private 

habitation, as it ever was in erecting the palace, the 

| enate- 


* 
* 


ſenate houſe, and the temple: and though the mo- 
dern methods of multiplying the works of original 
artiſts by ſubſtiruting ſtucco for ſtone, by caſting in 
moulds the ornaments which were wont to be wrought 
by the chiſel, and by, uſing.” gilding for real gold, 
have rendered the Grecian ſtyle, and a ſtyle of ſplen- 
dour, common in buildings intended for mean pur- 

ſes; yet, however miſplaced and proſtituted, the 

recian ſtyle ſtill retains, intrinfic beauty, and ought 
not to be the leſs eſteemed, when it is diſplayed in 


. 7 


its proper place by the ingenious architecte. 
With many ſuch; and their judicious admirers, this 


nation is and has been honoured, It were eaſy to name 


thoſe who would adorn the ſchools of Greece, and of 
antient and modern Italy ; but it is totally unneceſſary, 
Their quick-ſighted fellow-citizens have marked their 
merit; and their own works will be a monument of 
their fame to late poſterity. ; 2 | 
Buy the efforts of theſe artiſts, conducted according 
to the moſt graceful taſte, the face of our country 1s, 
daily acquiring new beauty. Grace without uſe and 
ſolidity is, indeed, of little permanent value; but, 
when united with theſe, it commands, by deſerving, 
univerſal applauſe and eſteem. While, in the pre- 
ſent age, we behold numerous and beautiful e 
ariſing on all ſides, devoted to the purpoſes of reli- 

ion, of benevolence, of learning, and of Kberal en- 
Joyment, we may . juſtly congratulate our own nation, 
that the happy art is diſcovered and practiſed of com- 
bining elegance with convenience, and rendering or- 
nament conducive to accommodation, and accommo- 
dation to ornament. „ 3. 24” 
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No. LXXX. 4 SHORT SYSTEM: or VIRTUE - 
AND HAPPINESS © 
— —— ͤ ́Wlͤͤ————ꝑĩ³ůͤ——————————pĩr1g¶[(¶[ ſ‚ũœƷe] 
WILL. ſuppoſe a virtuous young man forming i 
his mind the prineiples of his future conduct, an 
vrtering the reſult of his refletions in the following 
ſoliloquy: | HIP, | 12 
At the age when I arrive at maturity of reaſon, 
I perceive myſelf placed in a world abounding with 
L external objects; I perceive within me powers and 
paſſions formed to be excited and affected with the 
objects which every where ſurround me. I am na- 
turally tempted to interrogate myſelf, what am I? 
„ whence came I? and whither am I going? 
With a view tg ſatisfy my own. enquiries, I con- 
«+ ſider others. who appear to be juſt ike myſelf ; I 
< liſten to the inſtruction of thoſe who; have obtained 
a reputation for wiſdom; and I. examine with ſeri- 
dus attention the volumes, in which are written the 
% words of the wiſe. 72 l 
« 'The reſult of the whole enquiry. is a fincere con- 
««- yiction, that I am placed here to perform many du- 
ties, that I originate from a ſapreme Creator, and 
« that I am going on in the journey of life, to ac- 
60 27 GM ſome of his gracious purpoſes at the cloſe - 
« of it. | 
I divide my duty into three parts, according to 
* the ſuggeſtions of my own reaſon, and the inſtruc- 
« tion of books. They conſiſt of the obligations 
« which I owe to myſelf, to others, and to Him, in 
«© whoſe hands are both they and I, the great Lord of 
* the univerſe. | 
« With reſpe&t to myſelf, as I conſiſt of two parts, 
* a body and a mind, my duty to myſelf again ſepa- 
« rates itſelf into two correſpondent ſubdiviſions. 
„ My body is a machine curiouſly organized, and 


© eaſily deranged by exceſs and irregularity. When 
« diſturbed 


— 
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«*« diſturbed in its ceconomy, it ſubjects me to pain, 
and diſables me from all neceſſary and pleaſant ex- 
ertion. I owe it therefore to ——— — 4 
cup, and partake the banquet, and gratify my ſenſes, 
60 9 Farcher than 1 * Iz mins which whoop mn oy 
* cri by reaſon and experience. I further 
46 2 Cab religion of my country, that my 
«© body is the temple of the holy ſpirit. Rene 4 51700 
«« it with preſumptuous tranſgreſſion cannot but be 
«< blaſphemy ; to devote-myſelf to gluttony, drunken 
% neſs, — debauchery, is at once to deaden the 
«« growing energies of ſpiritual” life, and to weaken 
and deſtroy the ſubordinate yet neceſſary parts of 
“ me, my animal and material fabric ; it is to ſhorten. 
% liſe, and to diſable me from performing its duties 
« while it laſts. . | | 

. © But I have a mind alfo capable of riſing to high 


7 
9 . 
. 


improvements by culture, and of ſinking to a 


«« leiſure to reading and reflection. Elegant letters, 
6% as well as. uſeful ſcience, ſhall claim my attention; 
1 for. all that tends to poliſ the mind, tends alſo to 
(© ſweeten the temper, and to mitigate the remains of 
r 
„My mind; as well as my body, con- 
% cerned in avoiding intemperance; — 
1 clouds its brightneſs, blunts its edge, and, as it 
were, drags it down to all the groſſneſs of mate- 
6 riality. Intem drinking not only reduces it 
* at the time of its immediate influence to a ſtate of 
“ brutality, but gradually deſtroys all its vigour - 
{© The ſenſual indulgencies in general, when inordi-. 
nate and exceſſive, debaſe, corrupt, and brutalize.. 
Their delights are tranſient, and their pains ſevere: 
% and of long duration. © © | . 
<«< Inſtead then of running into the danger of tempta- 
*« tion during the ardour of my youth, L will ſty from the 
conflict, in which my own paſſions are ſure to fight a- 
% gainſt, and will probably betray mo to the enemy. Iſee, 
indeed, thouſands parting pleaſure, and profeſiing. 
; | do 
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to have found it ig perfection in the biubts of de- , 


* bauchery. But I:ſee them but for a little While. « 
* Like the ſilly inſect that flutters with delight around 6 


<< the. taper, they ſoon receive: ſome fatal injury in 
their minds, their perſons, or their fortunes, and 8 
* drop in irrecoverable ruin. Alas l 4 am too much 6 
«« inclined to vice, from the depravity of my nature, 
, and the violence of my paſſions. I will not add 0 
fuel to the fire, nor increaſe the violence of that ; 
«<< natural tempeſt within me, which of itſelf is ſufficient 
for my deſtruction. r . 
But, at the ſame time, I will not be a cynic. 
The world abounds with innocent enjoyments. The 
* kind God of nature intended that I ſhould taſte 
them. But moderation is effential to true pleaſure. 
% My own experience, and the experience of man- 
«© kind from their origin, has declared, that whenever 
«*« pleaſure exceeds the bounds of moderation, it is not , 
% only highly injurious, but diſguſtful. In order to | 
«« enjoy pleaſure, I ſte the neceſſity of purſuing, ſome 
% buſineſs with attention. The viciſſitude is neceſſary 
«© to excite an ap Pale and ive.z reliſh, Nay, the 
% very perſgrmance of buſi Al ſkill and ſucceſs 
is attended with a delightful ſatisfaction, which — 
« few boaſted pleaſures are able to confe. 4 
While I take care of myfelf, of my health, of 
«© my improvement in morals and underſtanding, I 
«© will not harbour pride, or look down with ſuper- 
«« ciliouſneſs or. ill-nature on thoſe who live, as it 
% were, at random, and who acknowledge no other 
« guide of their conduct, but the ſudden impulſe of 
« a temporary inclination, With all my improve- 
«« ments and endeavours, I ſhall ftill feel imperfec- 
„ tions enough to humble me. Candour and ap way | 
4 are ſome of the leaſt fallible marks of ſound ſenſe 
« and fincere virtue. I ſhall have ſufficient employ- 
« ment in correcting myſelf; nor ſhall I preſume to 
« cenſure others, unleſs my profeſſion or relative fitu- 
« ation renders it my duty. | "7 
«© My duty to myſelf is, indeed, intimately con- 
“ nected with my duty te others, By preſerving the 
| | 4 facultics 
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«« faculties of my mind and ; y, and- ; apro F 
* body, br hong 


them to the utmoſt, I am enabled to exert: 

effect in the ſervice of ſociety. ff 5 5 Ty | 591, 4 
. *© am connected with others by the ties of con- 

«© ſanguinity and friendſhip, and by the common bond 

*« of partaking in the ſame humanity, As à ſon, 1 


*<. ſhall-be tender and dutiful; as a brother, uniformly 
*< affectionate; as a huſband, faithful and friendly; 


as a father, kind and provident; as a man, benevo- 
« lent to men in whatever circumſtances, and however 
2 ſeparated from me by country, religion, or govern- 

ment. F ne ry Toy Fey IT 
But univerſal benevolence muſt not be an inac- 
« tive, principle. If it proceed not to real bene- 
5 ficence, I Far it will have more in it of oftentation 


* than of ſincerity. I will then prove its ſincerity by 


doing good, and removing evil of every kind, as far 


das my abilities allow me, and my influence ex- 


4 dende. : 1 15 | oY 
„gut before I pretend to „I will be 
e ſtrictiy juſt. Truth ſhall regulate my words; and 
„ equity my actions. If I am engaged in a profeſ- 


68 ſion, I do | . * * 3 8 14 
4 „ „ 


* mx haracter, nor wound my conſcience, for the 
« ſake of lucre. In ali my intercourſe with ſociety, 
will recolle& that heavenly precept of doing to 
others as I wiſh they ſhould do to me, and will en- 
*«, deavour to obey it. I may, I certainly ſhall offend 
* from the violence of my paſſions, the weakneſs of 
my judgment, the perverſeneſs of my will, and 
* from miſtake and miſapprehenſion. But while I 
„ keep the evangelical rule in view, and ſincerely la- 
«© bour to conform to it, I ſhall ſeldom commit ſuch: 


offences againſt others, as will be either permanently 


% or deeply injurious, | 


With reſpect to my duty to my Creator, I derive 


<<. an argument in favour of religion, from the feel- 
«« ings of my own boſom, ſuperior to the moſt elabo- 
% rate ſubtilties of human ingenuity, In the hour of 
« diftreſs, my heart as naturally flies for ſuccour 2 


— — 


* 


\ 
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«© the» Deity, ac when hungry and thirſty I ſeele food 
aud water or when weary, repoſe; In religion I. 
look for comfort, and in religion always find it. 
« Devotion ſapplies me with a pure and exalted plea- 
«+ ſure. It' elevates my ſbul, and teaches me to look 
«6. down with a proper contempt upon many öbjects- 
«© which are eagerly ſought,” but which end in miſery. 
In this reſpect, and in many others, it effects, in 
te the beſt and moſt compendious method, what has 
t been in vain- pretended to hy proud philoſdphy. 
And in ſelecting a mode or peculiar ſyſtem of re- 

« ligion, I ſhall copſider What that was, in which my 
father lived and died. E ſind it to have been the 
4 religion of Chriſt. Lexamine it with reverence. Þ 
encounter many difficulties; butz. at the ſame time, 
4% I feel within me an internal evidence, which, uniting” 
« its force with. the external; . forbids me to diſbe- - 
& lieve. When invotontary.doubwwariſe;. Iimmediate-- 
« ly filence their importunity by recollecting the weak 
« neſs of my judgment, and the vain preſumption of 
1 haſtily. deciding on the moſt i tant of all ſub- 
« jeQs, againſt ſuch powerful” nce, and again ſt+ 
t the r world. 8 
„I. will learn humikty of the humble Jeſus, and 
« gratefully accept the beneficial doctui nes and glori-- 


« ous-offers, which his benign religion reaches out to 


*« all, who-fincerely, ſeela them. by prayer and. peni- 
* tences | | 
„In vain ſhalt the · coneeited philoſophers, whom 
« faſhion and ignorance admire, attempt to weaken- 
„% my belief, or undermine the principles of my mo- 
„ rality. Without their aid, I can be ſufficiently 
C wicked, and ſufficiently miſerable. Human life 
„ abounds with evil. I will ſeek balſams for the 
4 wounds of the heart in the ſweets of innocence, and 
« in the conſolations of religion. Virtue, I am con- 
«« vinced, is the nobleſt ornament of humanity, and the 
«© ſource of the ſablimeſt and the ſweeteſt. pleaſure ;. 
4 and piety leads to that peace, which the world, and 
all that it inherits, cannot beftows Let others enjoy. 
«6. the pride and pleaſure of RL — 
18 
5 >> 
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„ deiſtas, | be mine the real; unoſtentativus 
gaalities che honeſt, humble, and charitable Chriſt- 
„ jan, When the gaudy glories of faſhion and of vain 
hiloſophy mall have withered like a ſhort- li 
«+ Bre fincere , 7-and oral honefty ſhall 
% as the cedar of Lebanus. 
* But 1 . triumphs. 2 22 
provements, my pantin 
| fall de g — Lee me then (to 
12 Kher anions degree of excellence I advance), let me 
never forget to ſnew 40 others that i olgence, 
«©. which my infirmities, errors, and voluntary mi- 
<< conduct, . een 
<« and. their Almighty Parent” 11 01 
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No. LXXXI. oN THE PECULTIAR”PROPATETY 
OF EXCITING PERSONAL MERIT AND Max- 
LY VIRTUE, IN A TIME OF e HLSTRESS 
"AND DIFFICULTY. | Tit 


11 


„ — n — 


„ 


HE Aieniey and — U — of human na- 

ture are always 92 to its real im- 

ents. Moral inſtruction ean never be ſuperfiu- 
ous or unſeaſonable; for human virtue, like the ſtone 
of Syſiphus, has a continual tendency to roll down the 
hill, and requires to be forced up in by the never- 
ceakng efforts of fucceeding — 

But with reſpect to the — vine: on the 
of a ſtate, it is certain, that emergencies 
_ ee 1 36" agen —.— of 4 — = —— 
whole the people, are iarly 
National 3 Uk. 2 vate life, pro- 
hibits the indulgence of a ſupine i "each and calls 
for the moſt. energetic activity. Virtues which have 
lain-dormant, like arms in the arſenal, during the ſoft 
ſeaſon of peace and plenty, muſt be brought ſorth 0 
be, as it were, brightened and Henman day of 
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difireſs. And perhaps no time may demand them 
more loudly than when a nation is at once in 


war with four different and formidable powers, and di- 


vided at home by violent diſſeuſſons 
The ſtrength of empire conſiſts in the ſpirit” of its 
members, and not altogether in its 1 


cuniary reſources. But n be rouſed or 
i 


properly directed? The underſtanding muſt be enlight- 
ened, the ideas elevated, the heart enlarged. © Tgno- 
rance, avarice, and luxury, render men indifferent 
under what form oß govetnment, or in what ſtate of 


ſoeiety they live. They bring on a weakneſs and a 


meanneſs, which, for the ſake of gratification or in- 
tereſt, rejoices to ſubmit to the ſceptre of Deſpotiſm. . 
Liberty, without which we” might almoſt venture to- 
be impious, arid repine at our exiſtence as an uſeleſs 
and a baneful gift of God, cannot be underſtood or 
valued, and/conſequently will not be duly ſupported, 
without a compares ſhare of improvement moral and 
intellectual. The vain, the vicious, and the merce- 
nary, ſeldom extend their cares beyond themſelves; 
and the ignorant plebeian, though he may vociferate 
the word Liberty in a riot, knows not how to give it 
an effectual ſupport. Alas !'what avails empt SD 
when oppoſed to a bayonet or a bullet? Nothing but 
a ſteady, firm, ſyſtematic, and unſhaken oppoſition to 
the encroachments of thoſe, to whom fortune has given 
wer, and nature an inclination; to abuſe it, can 
cure thoſe bleſſings to pur children, for which a 
Hampden and a Sydney- bled. The glorious liberties 
of an Engliſhman, ſuch as the right of trial by juries, 
a participation of the legiſlature, the freedom of the 
preſs, and the - privilege of ſpeaking, acting and 
thinking, without arbitrary controul, are ſuch- as ren- 
der England, in » compariſon with-ſome neighbouring 
nations, a 'terreſtrial paradiſe; but yet they are ad- 
vantages too remote to affect the ſenſual and ſelf. 
intereſted, and too complicated to be mpletely un- 
derſtood, or rationally valued, by a groſs and 43 * 
vated underſtandin g 20 


I I venture 


— 
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I venture then to aſſert, that the writer, who'effec- 
tually recommends pute fnorals,” manly virtues; and 
the culture of the intellectual powers, by +a liberal 
and virtuous education, not only ſerves the canſe of 
learning, . morality, and religion, but effects political 
ood, of a ſpecies the moſt permanent and ſubſtantial. a 
is labours tend to advance the members of his ſo- N 
-ciety to all the perfection of which humanity is ſuſ- 
ceptible. He enlightens their underſtandings, that 
they may ſee n objects > oy 
good; and he emboldens their hearts to nurſue it like 
men like men, not ſuch as grovel on the” earth in 
modern Greece and modern Italy, in Afla, Afriea, 
and South America, but ſuch as oppoſed a Nerxes in 
the ſtraits of Thermopylæ, waged war with a Philip; 
or put an end to the ambition of a Tarquin and a 
Cæſar. | { *& 2:72 49 50 l T7 91 
The noble love of liberty, which warmed the bo- 
ſoms of theſe men, was not the mean offspring of envy 
and malice, nor of a proud and peeviſh oppoſition to 
the ruling powers, whatever they might be; but it was 
acquired in the ſchools of rigid diſcipline and ſublime 
philoſophy. It was accompanied with . gra- 
vity of manners, and dignity of ſentiment. Now let us 
ſuppoſe a nation, in which thoſe, who have moſt influ. 
ence in its government, are become, through a general - 
and faſhionable depravity, gameſters, debauchees, ad- 
dicted to ſordid intereſt, to luxury, to vanity, to in- 
curring debt without a proſpe& or an intention to re- 
ay: can any thing like the virtue of Leonidas or 
* ſubſiſt in ſuch men? Will they, in an extre- 
mity, be ready to ſacriſice for the public their eſtates, 
their places, their penſions, their expectations, which 
furniſh them with their chief good ſelfiſh gratifica- 
tions? Will they not rather rejoice «to be dependent 
on a court, which is able to gratify their vanity, ſu 
ply their pleaſures, and reward their meaneſt ſubmiſ.- 
ſion? Such men, were ſo improbable.an event to take 4 
place as the conqueſt of England by France, would be f 
the firſt to crouch to the Grand Monarque, and would 
even rejoice to convert the land of liberty into the land 
of effeminate pleaſure and apiſh graces, 
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„en e 0nd review of e 
| <ontideracions on be. of uit, ad for 
that good morals and intellectual i ement are eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary to he exiſtence of civil liberty; and 
t0 the continuance ob national pro At a tine 
then, when both liberty and-profperity are endangered, 
exhortations 40 virtue, . excellence, at which 
an ingenuous nature can aſpire, are peculiarly ſeaſon - 
able. They brace the nerves and few of the body | 
* Hale, 19aT's pager pon at lift the arm with irreſiſtible 
vigour. — to the foundation of em- 
' Dire, fa that afſzules ale nxtiqns Gelb abe fucks. 
. the ws noble fabric. ut 05h bal gan peer ton: 

- In-this wiew, and and under: eG GE” Les: 
not help thinking, that even my Jucubrations muy be 

in ſomè meaſure uſeſul to my coumrymen. It has 


muy invariable object to enlighten their underſtandi 


to exalt and (improve their: nature, to aſcertain and 
vindicate their rights as men and as members of u fob 
L to teach them to ard na implicit ſubmiſſion 
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